
      

   

 

 

   

 

   
  

    
   

 

         
  

             

         

           

          

          

        

            

           

  

          

             

              

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case 
No. SC-

Petitioner, 
The Florida Bar File 

v. No. 2022-90,061(OSC) 

JEFFREY EDWARD APPEL, 

Respondent. 

________________________________/ 

THE FLORIDA BAR’S PETITION FOR CONTEMPT AND ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE 

The Florida Bar (the bar) files this Petition for Contempt and Order to 

Show Cause and requests a 91-day suspension against respondent, 

Jeffrey Edward Appel. To support this petition, the bar states: 

1. In The Florida Bar File No. 2017-30,809(10A), the Tenth 

Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee “A” issued a report of minor 

misconduct and recommended that respondent receive an admonishment 

with conditions. See, Report of Minor Misconduct attached as “Exhibit A.” 

2. On December 19, 2017, the report of minor misconduct was 

deemed accepted. 

3. The conditions, in part, required respondent to contact Florida 

Lawyers Assistance, Inc. (FLA, Inc.) for an evaluation within 30 days of the 

report of minor misconduct. At the end of 60 day period, respondent will 
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provide the bar’s headquarters office with proof that respondent has 

scheduled an evaluation. It treatment is recommended, respondent will 

enter into a rehabilitation contract with FLA, Inc. within 30 days of the 

recommendation for treatment. Respondent shall follow all 

recommendations by FLA, Inc. during the entire probation period. 

4. The bar notified respondent of the conditions associated with 

his report of minor misconduct via a letter dated December 21, 2017. See, 

the bar’s letter to respondent dated December 21, 2017 attached hereto as 

“Exhibit B.” 

5. Respondent’s substance abuse FLA, Inc. rehabilitation contract 

required, in part, for respondent to abstain from the use of alcohol, 

including medication and/or food containing alcohol. 

6. On March 5, 2019, FLA, Inc. advised the bar that respondent 

had tested positive for alcohol on his random PEth test dated February 19, 

2019. See, copy of PEth results dated February 19, 2019 attached hereto 

as “Exhibit C.” 

7. FLA, Inc. recommended extending respondent’s contract for 3 

years from the date of relapse, monthly testing for the first year and then 

reconsidering the testing frequency for the following 12 months. 
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8. On December 20, 2019, respondent notified the bar that he felt 

he was not required to participate in FLA, Inc. because FLA, Inc. was only 

a recommendation of the admonishment and not a requirement of 

probation. See, copy of respondent’s letter to the bar dated December 20, 

2019 attached here to as “Exhibit D.” 

9. The bar sent a letter to respondent in response stating that the 

bar’s position is he is not in compliance with the terms and conditions of his 

report of minor misconduct because the FLA, Inc. contract is a condition of 

the admonishment. The bar’s letter further stated that respondent was 

required to enter into a dual diagnosis contract with FLA, Inc. because it fell 

under “following all recommendations by FLA, Inc. during the entire 

probation period.” See, the bar’s letter to respondent dated January 24, 

2020 attached hereto as “Exhibit E.” 

10. Respondent was sent a dual diagnosis contract on February 

12, 2020. 

11. Respondent’s dual diagnosis FLA, Inc. rehabilitation contract 

required, in part, for respondent to abstain from the use of alcohol, 

including medication and/or food containing alcohol. 
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12. On February 12, 2020, FLA, Inc. took a baseline PEth test 

because of respondent’s earlier noncompliance at the time he signed his 

dual diagnosis contract. 

13. FLA, Inc. advised the bar that respondent’s baseline PEth test 

from February 14, 2020 came back positive for alcohol. See, copy of PEth 

test dated February 14, 2020 attached hereto as “Exhibit F.” 

14. FLA, Inc. recommended extending respondent’s dual diagnosis 

contract from 3 years to 5 years and weekly testing for the first year with 

the testing frequency being re-evaluated after the first year by FLA, Inc. 

15. On August 31, 2021, FLA, Inc. reported that respondent missed 

a test on August 12, 2021 and failed to check-in for 4 additional days 

leading to another missed test. Respondent did take a make-up test on 

August 23, 2021 which was negative. 

16. On September 14, 2021, FLA, Inc. reported that respondent 

missed a test on September 13, 2021. Respondent did take a make-up 

test on September 23, 2021 which was positive for a prescription but 

negative for alcohol. 

17. On February 15, 2022, FLA, Inc. reported that respondent 

missed a test on January 6, 2022 and January 24, 2022. Respondent took 

an oral swab test on February 22, 2022 which was negative. 
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18. The bar learned that respondent had been arrested for DUI in 

Polk County on March 17, 2022. 

19. Based on respondent’s arrest, the bar requested that a PEth 

test be collected on respondent. 

20. On May 5, 2022, FLA, Inc. advised that the PEth test collected 

on March 30, 2022 was positive for alcohol. See, copy of PEth test dated 

March 30, 2022 attached hereto as “Exhibit G.” 

21. On June 1, 2022, FLA, Inc. reported that respondent missed 

tests on May 9, 2022, May 23, 2022, and June 1, 2022. Additionally, 

respondent has not checked in according to his testing requirements since 

April 14, 2022. 

22. Respondent has failed to comply with his FLA, Inc. dual 

diagnosis contract by failing to abstain from the consumption of alcohol and 

failed to adhere to the required testing procedures. 

23. Based on respondent’s failure to comply with his FLA, Inc. 

rehabilitation contract pursuant to the report of minor misconduct, the bar 

requests that respondent be suspended for 91 days so that he can 

demonstrate his rehabilitation before resuming the practice of law. 
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24. Due to respondent’s noncompliance with the report of minor 

misconduct deemed final on December 19, 2017, the bar was obligated to 

file this Petition for Contempt and Order to Show Cause. 

25. The other members of the bar should not have to pay for 

respondent’s noncompliance with this Court’s order and the instant 

proceeding. Therefore, the bar is requesting administrative costs of 

$1,250.00 against respondent. 

The bar respectfully requests this Court enter an order directing 

respondent, Jeffrey Edward Appel, to show cause why Jeffrey Edward 

Appel should not be held in contempt and be suspended for 91-days and 

assess costs in the amount of $1,250.00 to The Florida Bar. Furthermore, 

prior to petitioning for reinstatement, respondent must undergo a substance 

abuse evaluation by an approved FLA, Inc. provider, comply with any 

recommendations including completing a minimum period of sobriety of 6 

months and received a recommendation from FLA, Inc. in support of his 

reinstatement. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Headquarters 
651 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300 
(850) 561-5839 
Florida Bar No. 559547 
psavitz@floridabar.org 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this document has been efiled with The Honorable John 
A. Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida with a copy a copy by 
United States Mail via Certified Mail No. 7013 2250 0001 8431 1800, 
Return Receipt Requested to Respondent, Jeffrey Edward Appel, whose 
record bar address is Post Office Box 6097, Lakeland, Florida 33807-6097 
and whose record bar email address is jappel@appellawgroup.com, on this 
24th day of June, 2022. 

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Bar Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND DESIGNATION OF PRIMARY EMAIL 
ADDRESS 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the bar counsel and staff counsel in this 
matter is Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, whose address, telephone number and 
primary email address are The Florida Bar, Headquarters, 651 East 
Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300, (850) 561-5839 and 
psavitz@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address pleadings, 
correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than bar counsel and to 
staff counsel. 

8 

mailto:psavitz@floridabar.org

	Appel - Petition for Contempt and Order to Show Cause
	Certificate of Service
	Notice of Trial Counsel and Designation of Primary Email Address


