
   
 

  
  

 

    

   

  

 

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Filing # 135630759 E-Filed 09/30/2021 09:45:46 AM 

Supreme Court of Florida 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

CASE NO.: SC21-619 
Lower Tribunal No(s).: 

2020-50,423(17I) 

THE FLORIDA BAR vs. STEFAN E. MCHARDY 

Complainant(s) Respondent(s) 

The uncontested report of the referee is approved and 

respondent is disbarred.  Respondent is currently suspended; 

therefore this disbarment is effective immediately. Respondent 

shall fully comply with Rule Regulating the Florida Bar 3-5.1(h). 

Respondent shall also fully comply with Rule Regulating the Florida 

Bar 3-6.1, if applicable. 

Judgment is entered for The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson 

Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300, for recovery of costs from 

Stefan E. McHardy in the amount of $1,490.00, for which sum let 

execution issue. 

The Florida Bar's Exhibit A
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 Not final until time expires to file motion for rehearing, and if 

filed, determined.   The filing of a motion for rehearing shall not alter  

the effective date of this disbarment.  

CANADY, C.J., and  POLSTON, LABARGA, LAWSON, MUÑIZ,  
COURIEL, and GROSSHANS, JJ.,  concur.  
 
A True Copy  
Test:  

ca 
Served: 

RANDI KLAYMAN LAZARUS 
STEFAN E. MCHARDY 
PATRICIA ANN TORO SAVITZ 
HON. DEBRA MOSES STEPHENS, JUDGE 



I ------------

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before a Referee) 

THE FLORIDA BAR, 

Complainant, 

V. 

STEFAN E. MCHARDY, 

Respondent. 

Supreme Court Case 
No. SC21-619 

The Florida Bar File 
No. 2020-50,423(171) 

REPORT OF REFEREE 

I. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 

Pursuant to the undersigned being duly appointed as referee to 

conduct disciplinary proceedings herein according to Rule 3-7.6, Rules of 

Discipline, the following proceedings occurred: 

On April 27, 2021, The Florida Bar filed its Complaint against 

Respondent as well as its Request for Admissions in these proceedings. 

Based upon respondent's failure to file an answer or any other document, 

The Florida Bar filed a Motion for Default and such motion was granted by 

order dated May 21, 2021. Respondent having also failed to respond to 

the Bar's request for admissions, all matters were deemed admitted. On 

June 21, 2021, a final hearing on sanctions only was held in this matter. 

The Florida Bar presented its argument for disbarment. Although a default 
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was entered and all matters deemed admitted, the Bar presented 

supporting evidence to show that respondent violated the rules alleged in 

its Complaint. 

The Florida Bar's Exhibits "1" - "5" were accepted as aggravating 

evidence. 

Respondent failed to appear at the sanction hearing on June 21, 

2021, and as a result respondent did not present any evidence or exhibits. 

All items properly filed including pleadings, exhibits in evidence and 

the report of referee constitute the record in this case and are forwarded to 

the Supreme Court of Florida. 

The Florida Bar was represented by Randi Klayman Lazarus, Esq. 

II. NOTICE TO RESPONDENT AND FAILURE TO PARTICPATE 

From the onset of the November 4, 2019 grievance filed by Valerie 

Fisher, the respondent has ignored all requests for responses. Using the 

respondent's record bar information provided, the Bar sent 4 letters to the 

respondent. I do note that Bar Counsel's secretary spoke with Mr. 

McHardy on January 27, 2020 advising him that a response was required. 

None was received. As a result, the matter was forwarded to a grievance 

committee for a determination as to the respondent's noncompliance. That 

proceeding was also ignored by Mr. McHardy and led to a contempt 
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petition being filed in the Florida Supreme Court on May 8, 2020. Mr. 

McHardy likewise ignored the order of the high court requesting that he 

respond and he was suspended on November 2, 2020. A second 

proceeding was held by the Grievance Committee to determine the lack of 

diligence set forth in Ms. Fisher's grievance. This proceeding was also 

ignored by the respondent and the Bar filed its Formal Complaint and 

Request for Admissions - also ignored by the respondent. 

Prior to the case management conference held on May 24, 2021, my 

judicial assistant contacted Mr. McHardy and spoke with him concerning 

the date and time of the conference. He acknowledged the notice, but 

failed to appear at that conference. I also note as reflected in The Bar's 

Exhibit 2 in aggravation, that there is a pending 2nd contempt petition filed 

by the Bar in the Florida Supreme Court which again required Mr. 

McHardy's response by June16, 2021. He has failed to respond. 

This complete disregard and disrespect toward the Florida Supreme 

Court, this referee, the Bar and their grievance committee comprised of 

volunteer members makes clear that Mr. McHardy does not place any 

value on his privilege to practice law. 

Ill. FINDINGS OF FACT 
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Jurisdictional Statement. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned 

during this investigation was, a member of The Florida Bar, albeit 

suspended by order dated November 2, 2020, and subject to the 

jurisdiction and Disciplinary Rules of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

Narrative Summary Of Case. 

1. Despite both constructive and actual notice of the final hearing in 

this matter, respondent failed to appear. 

COUNTI 

2. In 2016, Valerie Fisher hired respondent to handle a landlord 

tenant matter. 

3. Respondent filed a lawsuit on behalf of Fisher in the case styled 

Fisher v. Doss, Case No. 2016-CC-13637, in the Fifteenth Circuit 

Court in and for Palm Beach County, Florida. 

4. Respondent prevailed in the litigation on behalf of Fisher with a 

final judgment dated September 6, 2018. 

5. Fisher communicated with respondent requesting that he seek 

attorney's fees and costs on her behalf. 

6. Respondent failed to file a motion seeking attorney's fees and 

costs in a timely manner. 
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7. Fisher made numerous attempts to contact respondent to 

ascertain the status of respondent filing the motion to seek 

attorney's fees and costs since Fisher knew that said motion had 

not been filed. 

8. Respondent failed and refused to properly communicate with 

Fisher. 

9. On April 5, 2019, seven (7) months after the final judgment, 

respondent finally filed the Motion for Attorney's Fees and Costs. 

10. On April 11, 2019, the Clerk of the Court notified the 

respondent that a filing fee of $50.00 was required to be paid 

within 15 days. 

11. Respondent failed to pay the filing fee requested by the Clerk of 

the Court on April 11, 2019. 

12. Respondent failed to set the Motion for Attorney's Fees and 

Costs filed on April 5, 2019 for hearing. 

13. On September 25, 2019, the case was administratively closed 

because the court found that "There are no pending motions or 

issues requiring judicial action in this case." 
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COUNT If 

14. On December 18, 2019, The Florida Bar sent respondent a 

letter by regular U.S. Mail to respondent's record bar address 

forwarding the grievance of Valerie Fisher and requested a 

response by January 2, 2020. 

15. Respondent failed to respond to The Florida Bar as requested 

in the letter of December 18, 2019. 

16. On January 14, 2020, The Florida Bar sent respondent a 

second letter, by regular U.S. Mail to respondent's record bar 

address, again requesting a response to the grievance of Valerie 

Fisher by January 24, 2020. 

17. Respondent failed to respond to The Florida Bar as requested 

in the letter or January 14, 2020. 

18. On January 21, 2020, the bar's December 18, 2019 letterwas 

returned by the post office with the following notation: 

Return to Sender 
Attempted - Not Known 

Unable to Forward 

19. On January 27, 2020, The Florida Bar send respondent a third 

letter, by regular U.S. Mail to respondent's record bar address and 

by e-mail with a copy of the bar's letters dated December 18, 2019 
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and January 14, 2020, and again requested a response to the 

grievance by Valerie Fisher by February 3, 2020. 

20 The e-mail sent to respondent at his record bar e-mail address 

was returned as undeliverable. 

21. On January 27, 2020, bar counsel's secretary, Maria Casco, 

called the telephone number respondent has listed with The 

Florida Bar and left a message with the receptionist requesting a 

return call after being told that respondent was unavailable. 

22. On January 27, 2020, respondent returned Ms. Casco's call. 

Below is a contemporaneous notation of the call made by Ms. 

Casco. 

Resp returned by call within minutes of me leaving a 
message for him. I thanked him for returning my call quickly. 
He asked why I was calling. I explained that we wrote him 
today and sent him the letter by regular mail and email, but 
the email was returned undeliverable. I said I wanted to 
confirm that I have his correct email or ask if he was no 
longer with that firm. He stated that his firm moved back to 
the original location in Pembroke Pines and thought he had 
updated it. He asked what it was regarding. I told him that our 
Tally had written to him requesting a response to a complaint 
and it was now being handled here. He asked who filed the 
complaint. When I told him, he repeated the name as if 
thinking about who this could be. I asked him for a current 
email address so I can resend my email. I asked that he 
acknowledge receipt of my email when he gets it. I also 
reminded him to update his record bar contact info. 
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He is now at 15800 Pines Blvd., #3086 and his email is: 
stefan@listinglawyers.com. I repeated his email back to him 
to confirm and he confirmed. 

23. On January 27, 2020, The Florida Bar sent respondent an e-

mail to stefan@listinqlawyers.com, the e-mail address given to Ms. 

Casco by the respondent confirming their telephone conversation 

of that date and resending the bar's letter dated January 27, 2020 

and enclosures. 

24 On February 11, 2020, respondent was provided notice that the 

Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee "I" would hold a 

hearing on the Request for Issuance of Notice of Non-Compliance 

and Finding of Contempt due to respondent's failure to respond to 

the multiple letters from The Florida Bar. 

25. Respondent did not respond to the Request for Issuance of 

Notice of Non-Compliance and Finding of Contempt. 

26. On April 24, 2020, the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Grievance 

Committee "I" found that respondent failed to show good cause for 

failing to respond to the official bar inquiries and that the 

noncompliance was willful. 

27. On May 8, 2020, The Florida Bar filed its Petition for Contempt 

and Order to Show Cause in the Florida Supreme Court. 
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28. On May 8, 2020, the Florida Supreme Court issued an order to 

show cause requiring respondent to respond by May 26, 2020. 

29. Respondent failed to respond to the Florida Supreme Court's 

order to show cause. 

30 . On November 2, 2020, the Florida Supreme Court found 

respondent in contempt and suspended him, as well as requiring 

him to remain suspended until he fully responded to the bar's 

official inquiry. 

31. To date, respondent has filed to respond to the bar's inquiries 

dated December 18, 2019, January 14, 2020, and January 27, 

2020. 

IV. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO GUil T. 

I recommend that Respondent be found guilty of violating the 

following Rules Regulating The Florida Bar: 

As to Count I: By the conduct set forth above, respondent violated R. 

Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.1 [A lawyer must provide competent representation 

to a client. Competent representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, 

thoroughness, and preparation reasonably necessary for the 

representation.]; 4-1.3 [A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and 
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promptness in representing a client.]; and 4-1.4(a)(4) [A lawyer shall 

promptly comply with reasonable requests for information.]. 

As to Count II: By the conduct set forth above, respondent violated 

R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-8.4(g) [A lawyer shall not fail to respond, in writing, 

to any official inquiry by bar counsel or a disciplinary agency, as defined 

elsewhere in these rules, when bar counsel or the agency is conducting an 

investigation into the lawyer's conduct. A written response shall be made: 

(1) within 15 days of the date of the initial written investigative inquiry by 

bar counsel, grievance committee, or board of governors; (2) within 10 

days of the date of any follow-up written investigative inquiries by bar 

counsel, grievance committee, or board of governors; (3) within the time 

stated in any subpoena issued under these Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar (without additional time allowed for mailing); (4) as provided in the 

Florida Rules of Civil Procedure or order of the referee in matters assigned 

to a referee; and (5) as provided in the Florida Rules of Appellate 

Procedure or order of the Supreme Court of Florida for matters pending 

action by that court. Except as stated otherwise herein or in the applicable 

rules, all times for response shall be calculated as provided elsewhere in 

these Rules Regulating The Florida Bar and may be extended or shortened 

by bar counsel or the disciplinary agency making the official inquiry upon 
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good cause shown. Failure to respond to an official inquiry with no good 

cause shown may be a matter of contempt and processed in accordance 

with rule 3-7.11(f) of these Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.]. 

Respondent will eliminate all indicia of respondent's status as an 

attorney on social media, telephone listings, stationery, checks, business 

cards office signs or any other indicia of respondent's status as an attorney, 

whatsoever. Respondent will no longer hold himself out as a licensed 

attorney. 

V. STANDARDS FOR IMPOSING LAWYER SANCTIONS 

I considered the following Standards prior to recommending 

discipline: 

4.4 LACK OF DILIGENCE 

(a) Disbarment. Disbarment is appropriate when a lawyer causes 

serious or potentially serious injury to a client and: 

(2) knowingly fails to perform services for a client. 

6.2 ABUSE OF THE LEGAL PROCESS 

(a) Disbarment. Disbarment is appropriate when a lawyer causes 

serious or potentially serious interference with a legal proceeding or 

knowingly violates a court order or rule with the intent to obtain a benefit for 
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the lawyer or another and causes serious injury or potentially serious injury 

to a party. 

VI . CASE LAW 

I considered the following case law prior to recommending discipline: 

This referee reviewed the Report of Referee and Supreme Court 

Order dated February 18, 2021, in the case styled The Florida Bar v. 

Ulano, 2021 WL631289 (Fla. February 18, 2021) (Unreported case.). The 

Ulano case is strikingly similar to the instant case. Ulano completely failed 

to participate in the disciplinary proceedings against him. A default was 

entered finding respondent guilty of the underlying allegations of practicing 

law while fees delinquent. Based upon these violations coupled with his 

complete failure to participate in the disciplinary proceedings, Ulano was 

disbarred. This referee believes respondent in this matter deserves the 

same discipline. 

In The Florida Bar v. Davis, 149 So. 3d 1121 (Fla. 2014), an attorney 

was disbarred after failing to file an answer to the Bar's complaint and 

failing to appear at the final hearing. lt was found that Davis had actual 

knowledge of the proceeding. Davis had several opportunities to refute the 

Bar's charges and to participate in the disciplinary case, but she did not do 

so. The Court found that there was no excuse for Davis's repeated failure 
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to respond to the Bar and the referee. There were also findings of neglect 

of client matters and client harm. Davis had a prior discipline history as 

well as additional aggravation. Again, respondent in the instant case had 

numerous opportunities to participate in these proceedings and has chosen 

not to. Also, like Davis, respondent has neglected his client. 

In The Florida Bar v. Bartlett, 509 So. 2d 287 (Fla. 1987), an attorney 

was disbarred for neglecting a legal matter and for failing to participate in 

the disciplinary proceeding. The attorney did not answer the Bar's 

complaint or its request for admissions and did not appear for the final 

hearing. He had been suspended twice before. In recommending 

disbarment, the Court found that "a lawyer's willful refusal to participate at 

all in the disciplinary process when he is accused of misconduct calls into 

serious question of the lawyer's fitness for the practice of law." Id. at 289. 

In the instant case, I find that respondent's failure -to participate is willful as 

he was made aware of these proceedings. 

VII. RECOMMENDATION AS TO DISCIPLINARY MEASURES TO BE 
APPLIED 

I recommend that Respondent be found guilty of misconduct justifying 

disciplinary measures, and that he be disciplined by: 

A. Disbarment. 

B. Payment of The Florida Bar's costs in these proceedings. 
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VIII. PERSONAL HISTORY, PAST DISCIPLINARY RECORD 

Prior to recommending discipline pursuant to Rule 3-7.6(m)(1)(O), I 

considered the following: 

Personal History of Respondent: 

Age: 38 

Date admitted to the Bar: June 16, 2011 . 

Aggravating Factors: 

(1) Prior Discipline: A. SC16-1747; The Florida Bar File No. 

2015-70,384(11 D), respondent received a public reprimand by 

court order dated April 20, 2017. B. SC20-661; The Florida Bar 

File No. 2020-50,689(171-OSC), respondent was held in 

contempt and suspended from the practice of law until he 

responds in writing to The Florida Bar's inquiries by court order 

dated November 2, 2020. 

(3) a pattern of misconduct; 

( 4) multiple offenses; 

(5) bad faith obstruction of the disciplinary proceeding by 

intentionally failing to comply with rules or orders of the 

disciplinary agency; 
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(9) substantial experience in the practice of law (Respondent 

has been a member of The Florida Bar since June 16, 2011.). 

The referee would also like to discuss in detail The Florida Bar's 

Exhibits 1-5 which were introduced to show that respondent has continued 

to hold himself out as an attorney and dispense legal advice since 

December 2, 2020, the effective date of his suspension from the practice of 

law in SC20-661 . The Florida Bar introduced as Exhibit 3 copies of certain 

blog posts written by respondent and posted on the website 

www.listinglawvers.com. In the blog post entitled "Things to Consider 

before Buying a Home Together," dated June 14, 2021, respondent 

advises couples on the best ways to protect oneself. He advises that 

couples who plan to keep their finances separate should look into having 

the house titled as Tenancy In Common as opposed to Joint Tenancy, 

thereby giving legal advice. The second blog post entitled "Landlord 

Deductions from Security Deposits," dated June 15, 2021, also dispenses 

legal advice. 

Exhibit 4 is a copy of respondent's website entitled The Listing 

Lawyer, www.listinglawyers.com. This website has been available to the 

public throughout respondent's suspension. It gives absolutely no 

indication that respondent is currently unable to engage in the practice of 
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law. In fact, in the "About" section, respondent states "Listing Lawyer 

brings eight years of experience as both a real estate agent and real estate 

attorney." 

Finally, Exhibit 5 shows respondent's social media presence. First, in 

his Linkedln profile page which is entitled Stefan McHardy - The Listing 

Lawyer. The About section states "I've spent the last decade as a real 

estate litigation attorney and advisor to real estate investors." On 

respondent's Twitter page the title is Stefan McHardy Esq. - South Florida 

Real Estate. Finally, there is a Facebook page entitled #Thelistinglawyer. 

It also shows Stefan McHardy Esq - South Florida Real Estate, 

@thelistinglawyer - Real Estate Agent. On his social media pages, 

respondent shares links to blog posts on www.listinglawyers.com. As 

discussed above, some of the blog posts contain legal advice. By sharing 

the links, respondent is further disseminating the legal advice and engaging 

in the unlicensed practice of law. 

In each of the above-mentioned exhibits, respondent continues to 

hold himself out as an attorney licensed to practice law in Florida with no 

mention of his suspension. He has given legal advice through his blog 

posts. Respondent has willfully and continually flouted the suspension 

order entered against him. 
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Mitigating Factors: None 

IX. STATEMENT OF COSTS AND MANNER IN WHICH COSTS 
SHOULD BE TAXED 

I find the following costs were reasonably incurred by The Florida 

Bar: 

Administrative Fee $1,250.00 
Court Reporter Attendance Fee $180.00 
Staff Investigator's Fee $60.00 

TOTAL: $1,490.00 

It is recommended that such costs be charged to respondent and that 

interest at the statutory rate shall accrue and be deemed delinquent 30 

days after the judgment in this case becomes final unless paid in full or 

otherwise deferred by the Board of vernors of The Florida Bar. 

Dated this d.~ day of '..__ , 2021. --~~-
Debra Moses Stephens, eferee 
Palm Beach Gardens C urthouse 
3188 PGA Blvd 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 
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Original To: 

Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida; Supreme Court Building; 500 South 
Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-1927 

Conformed Copies to: 

Stefan E. McHardy, Respondent, via e-mail at stefan@listinglawyers.com. 

Randi Klayman Lazarus, Bar Counsel, The Florida Bar, via e-mail at 
rlazarus@floridabar.org and abowden@floridabar.org. 

Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, via e-mail at 
psavitz@floridabar.org. 
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soaring home values and rising interest rates, many 
potential �rst time home buyers �nd saving for a 
down payment increasingly di�cult. For many 
people, the main… 

Read More (https://listinglawyers.com/should-i-use-my-401k-

to-buy-a-home/) 
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One of the most important �nancial considerations 
of buying a new home is the interest rate paid on 
the mortgage. Over time, a higher interest rate can 
add thousands of dollars to the true cost… 

Read More (https://listinglawyers.com/rising-interest-rates-

should-i-lock-in-the-mortgage-rate/) 
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Approximately 90 percent of seniors over 65 years 
old intend to stay in their homes for at least 10 
more years, according to AARP. As a result, 
remodeling companies report an uptick in the 
number… 

Read More (https://listinglawyers.com/home-renovations-for-

the-aging-population/) 
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Natural design elements have been on trend for the 
past few years. Sustainable wood, stone, and 
fabrics add simple beauty to spaces in all parts of 
the home. The color palette of these materials 
tends… 

Read More (https://listinglawyers.com/tips-for-staging-with-
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You’ve heard the term, “NIMBY.” The “not in my 
backyard” theme involves a group of residents 
working to prevent more development in their 
community. With the tight housing market and 
rising home prices, millennial buyers… 

Read More (https://listinglawyers.com/what-is-yimby/) 
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June 11, 2022 | 
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Couples dream of buying a home together, leisurely 
enjoying a latte while dropping by open houses to 
look at remodeled kitchens and manicured 
backyards. Today’s market is quite different. 
Desirable homes are snapped up the… 
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One of the most common reasons for a home sale to fall through is the presence of property liens. Often the sellers are not 
even aware they have a lien on their home and the delay caused by having them removed can cause a qualified buyer to look 
elsewhere. 

Along with other pre-listing tasks, such as repairs and curb appeal projects, sellers should order a title search to determine if 
any liens are on the property. Some liens are expected, such as the mortgage lien which ensures any home loan is paid off at 
the time of close, but others might come as a surprise. Here are a few liens which can derail your closing. 

Mechanics Lien - A contractor may place a mechanics lien on your home to make sure they are paid after a home 
project. 

• Divorce Lien - Even if you and your spouse have agreed on the sale of the home, the court may need to approve the sale 
before the lien can be removed. 

• Homeowner's Association - Past due HOA payments and assessments can lead to a lien on the home. 
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• IRS and Property Taxes - A government legal claim against your property when you neglect or fai l to pay a tax debt. 
Judgment Liens - Is a court ruling that gives a creditor the right to take possession of a debtor's real or personal 
property if the debtor fails to fulfi ll his or her contractual obl igations. 
Credit Card liens - If you default on a credit card and the issuers get a judgment, they can attach a lien to your property. 

Liens must be dealt with before a home can change title. Often the lienholder will negotiate the payment, but others will want 
full payment 
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Typical real estate offers include a wide variety of standard contingencies. These can include home inspections, appraisal, and HELP 
loan approval. In a fast-moving, seller's market, one of the ways to make an offer more appealing is to remove cont ingencies. MAYBE 

AVAILABLE Real estate contingencies are intended to protect the buyer from unforeseen issues. Once these contingencies are removed, 
the buyer typically has no recourse from these issues. The most important contingencies include: 

• Home Inspections - including mold, well/septic, structural, geological 
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Lending Approvals - including appraisa l, t itle, loan rate and terms, final loan approval 
Property Condition - this relates to the final walk-through, ensuring the property has been maintained during t he escrow 
period 

Not Quite Ready To Sell? 
Find Out How Much Your 1s Get Report 

Any, or all of these items can create problems during, and even after, the closing period. Without the contingencies in place, the 
buyer is obligated to conclude the sale and any financial costs incurred by the seller for not doing so, including the forfeiture of 
their deposit.Any, or all of these items can create problems during, and even after, the closing period. Without the contingencies 
in place, the buyer is obligated to conclude the sale and any financial costs incurred by the seller for not doing so, including the 
forfeiture of their deposit. 

Most of the United States is experiencing an advancing market. This means prices are rising at a steady pace. As a result, both 
buyers and sellers expect to settle on a sales price higher than recent, comparable sales. Buyers are desperate to have offers 
accepted and are willing to compromise on contingencies designed to protect them. Ensure you thoroughly review all 
contingencies or the waiver of them with your agent prior to making an offer. 
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Contact Stefan the Listing Lawyer 
Thank you for your consideration in choosing me to help you �nd your next home! As your realtor, you'll be offered 
top priority service, professionalism and elite guidance that will help direct you on making the best decision for 
your needs. By completing this form you will provide me insight on what you are looking for. Thank you and I look 
forward to servicing you! 
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