
 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case 
No. SC- 

Petitioner, 
The Florida Bar File  

v.  No. 2022-50,696(17I)OSC  

STEFAN E. MCHARDY, 

Respondent. 

__________________________/ 

PETITION FOR CONTEMPT AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

The Florida Bar, petitioner, pursuant to Rule 3-7.7(g), petitions the 

Supreme Court of Florida to enter an order to show cause why respondent 

should not be held in contempt of this Court and why respondent should 

not be permanently disbarred. In support of its Petition, The Florida Bar 

states: 

1. On September 30, 2021, this Honorable Court issued its order 

in SC21-619 approving the uncontested report of referee and disbarred 

Stefan E. McHardy. (A copy of the Order in SC21-619 is attached hereto as 

The Florida Bar’s Exhibit A.)  

2. The referee found the following conduct in aggravation as set 

forth in the report of referee dated June 25, 2021:   

The referee would also like to discuss in detail The Florida Bar's 
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Exhibits 1-5 which were introduced to show that respondent 
has continued to hold himself out as an attorney and dispense 
legal advice since December 2, 2020, the effective date of his 
suspension from the practice of law in SC20-661. The Florida 
Bar introduced as Exhibit 3 copies of certain blog posts written 
by respondent and posted on the website 
www.listinglawyers.com. In the blog post entitled "Things to 
Consider before Buying a Home Together," dated June 14, 
2021, respondent advises couples on the best ways to protect 
oneself. He advises that couples who plan to keep their 
finances separate should look into having the house titled as 
Tenancy In Common as opposed to Joint Tenancy, thereby 
giving legal advice. The second blog post entitled "Landlord 
Deductions from Security Deposits," dated June 15, 2021, also 
dispenses legal advice.  

Exhibit 4 is a copy of respondent's website entitled The Listing 
Lawyer, www.listinglawyers.com. This website has been 
available to the public throughout respondent's suspension. It 
gives absolutely no indication that respondent is currently 
unable to engage in the practice of law. In fact, in the "About" 
section, respondent states "Listing Lawyer brings eight years of 
experience as both a real estate agent and real estate 
attorney."  

Finally, Exhibit 5 shows respondent's social media presence. 
First, in his Linkedln profile page which is entitled Stefan 
McHardy - The Listing Lawyer. The About section states "I've 
spent the last decade as a real estate litigation attorney and 
advisor to real estate investors." On respondent's Twitter page 
the title is Stefan McHardy Esq. - South Florida Real Estate. 
Finally, there is a Facebook page entitled #Thelistinglawyer. It 
also shows Stefan McHardy Esq - South Florida Real Estate, 
@thelistinglawyer - Real Estate Agent. On his social media 
pages, respondent shares links to blog posts on 
www.listinglawyers.com. As discussed above, some of the blog 
posts contain legal advice. By sharing the links, respondent is 
further disseminating the legal advice and engaging in the 
unlicensed practice of law.  
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In each of the above-mentioned exhibits, respondent 
continues to hold himself out as an attorney licensed to 
practice law in Florida with no mention of his suspension. 
He has given legal advice through his blog posts. 
Respondent has willfully and continually flouted the 
suspension order entered against him. 

(A copy of the Report of Referee in SC21-619 is attached hereto as 

The Florida Bar’s Exhibit B. See pages 15-16; emphasis supplied.) 

3. Despite the referee’s findings and this Court’s order of 

disbarment, the respondent continues to hold himself out as a lawyer using 

the moniker “# The Listing Lawyer” on various social media platforms and 

by posting a blog. These are the very same activities set forth by the 

referee in aggravation. The respondent’s website is entitled “# The Listing 

Lawyer” which includes a statement that the respondent has eight years of 

experience as a real estate attorney with no mention of his disbarment. 

Additionally, the corresponding blog continues to dispense legal advice as 

follows:  

One of the most common reasons for a home sale to fall  
through is the presence of property liens. Often the sellers are 
not even aware they have a lien on their home and the delay 
caused by having them removed can cause a qualified buyer to 
look elsewhere. 

Along with other pre-listing tasks, such as repairs and curb 
appeal projects, sellers should order a title search to determine 
if any liens are on the property. Some liens are expected, such 
as the mortgage lien which ensures any home loan is paid off at  
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the time of close, but others might come as a surprise. Here are 
a few liens which can derail your closing. 

Mechanics Lien – A contractor may place a 
mechanics lien on your home to make sure they are 
paid after a home project. 

Divorce Lien – Even if you and your spouse have 
agreed on the sale of the home, the court may need 
to approve the sale before the lien can be removed. 

Homeowner’s Association – Past due HOA 
payments and assessments can lead to a lien on 
the home. (May 29, 2022) 

(A recent copy from “# The Listing Lawyer” website, blog postings 

and contact sheet are attached hereto as The Florida Bar’s Composite 

Exhibit C.)  

4. Bar Counsel sent the following email to the respondent on   

June 9, 2022, in an effort to encourage him to cease his misconduct. 

Good Morning Mr. McHardy: 

As you know the Court issued their order on 
September 30, 2021 disbarring you and upheld the 
referee’s recommendations. Both documents are 
attached. You chose not to participate in the 
proceedings. Part of the findings by the referee in 
aggravation dealt with the fact that you identified 
yourself as “The Listing Lawyer” with “8 years of 
experience as a Real Estate Attorney” and posted 
blog entries which dispensed legal advice, while 
suspended. 

It has been brought to my attention that you 
continue to use “The Listing Lawyer” on various 

4 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

social platforms in furtherance of your real estate 
business as well as the reference to “8 years of 
experience as a Real Estate Attorney.” There are 
also more current blog entries which continue to 
dispense legal advice.  

Prior to filing a contempt petition which would 
request permanent disbarment, I wanted to give you 
an opportunity to remove any reference to “The 
Listing Lawyer” and “8 years of experience as a 
Real Estate Attorney” on all social media platforms. 
Naturally, you would also cease to post blog entries 
which dispense legal advice.  

With your agreement to take all of the actions 
requested within the next 30 days, a contempt 
action will not be pursued. 

Please respond on or before June 16, 2022 and 
advise whether you will accept these terms. 

Thank you. 

No response was received, and the website and blog remain active to date. 

5. This Court has held that a persistent course of unrepentant 

misconduct warrants permanent disbarment. The Florida Bar v. Behm, 41 

So.3d 136 (Fla. 2010). Here, like Behm, the respondent persists in the 

same misconduct which formed a basis for the recommendation of 

disbarment. 

6. The other members of The Florida Bar should not have to pay 

for respondent’s noncompliance with this Court’s order and the instant 
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proceeding. As a result, the bar is requesting administrative costs of 

$1,250.00 against respondent.  

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar, respectfully requests this Court enter 

an order compelling Stefan E. McHardy to show cause why he should not 

be held in contempt of this Court and permanently disbarred. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Randi Klayman Lazarus, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Fort Lauderdale Branch Office 
Lake Shore Plaza II 
1300 Concord Terrace, Suite 130 
Sunrise, Florida 33323 
(954) 835-0233 
Florida Bar No. 360929 
rlazarus@floridabar.org 
smiles@floridabar.org 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this document has been e-filed with The Honorable John 
A. Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida with a copy provided 
via email to Respondent, Stephen E. McHardy, at 
stefan@listinglawyers.com; with a copy by United States Mail via certified 
mail No.  7017 1000 0000 1067 9612, return receipt requested to 
Respondent, Stephen E. McHardy, whose record bar address is 15800 
Pines Blvd., Ste. 300, Pembroke Pines, FL  33027-1212, and to Patricia 
Anne Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, via email at 
psavitz@floridabar.org, on this 22nd day of June, 2022. 

Randi Klayman Lazarus, Bar Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND DESIGNATION OF PRIMARY EMAIL 
ADDRESS 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Randi 
Klayman Lazarus, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number and 
primary email address are The Florida Bar, Fort Lauderdale Branch Office, 
Lake Shore Plaza II, 1300 Concord Terrace, Suite 130, Sunrise, Florida 
33323, (954) 835-0233 and rlazarus@floridabar.org and 
smiles@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address pleadings, 
correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and 
to Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651 E Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL 
32399-2300, psavitz@flabar.org. 
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