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OFFICE OF THE STATE ATTORNEY 
SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA 

PASCO AND PINELLAS COUNTIES BRUCE BARTLETT _________________________ _ 
State Attorney 

March 1, 2022 

Kimberly Walbolt, Esq. 
The Florida Bar 
2002 North Lois Avenue, Suite 300 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Dear Ms. Walbolt: 

Jay Saldivar has been employed in this Office since his graduation from Florida State University law School In 2013. When I interviewed him for a position as an Assistant State Attorney, I saw an inspiring 
young lawyer with a passion for hard work and dedication to excellence. My initial assessment proved to be 
true as he matured and progressed through this Office. 

Jay is one of our top attorneys and currently, is assigned to our career Criminal Unit where he is 
responsible for prosecuting the worst of the criminal defendants that enter the system. These include 
firearm offenses, habitual offenders, prison release reoffenders, and violent career criminals. He 
continually exercises good judgement in balancing the needs of protecting the community while ensuring 
the rights of the accused are preserved. 

Jay is married and has two small children, He is deeply devoted to his family and carefully balances 
the demands of his job with those of his family. 

I find myself writing this letter because while embroiled in very adversarial litigation, he exercised 
poor judgement and indiscretions that has put him in the position he now finds himself. Jay has 
acknowledged those errors in judgement and is truly remorseful over his actions and acknowledges the 
gravity of his situation. 

I would ask this committee to please take into consideration the years of hard work he has done for 
the people of this community and his acknowledgement of his wrongs. He truly has learned a valuable 
lesson. 

Kind regards, 

Bruce Bartlett 
State Attorney 

BB/er 

Post Office Box 17500, Clearwater, Florida 33762-0500 Telephone (727) 464-6221 

Filing # 150140467 E-Filed 05/23/2022 04:51:14 PM
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

, 0
5/

23
/2

02
2 

04
:5

2:
21

 P
M

, C
le

rk
, S

up
re

m
e 

C
ou

rt



deVlaming & Rivellini, PA 
1101 Turner Street 

Oearwater, Florida 33756-4164 
Phone: 727-461-0525; Fax: 727-461-7930 

www.deVlaming.com 

Denis M. deVlaming Kym B. Rivellini 
Board Certified, Crinunal Trial Law 
Denis@deVIaming.com 

Donna R. Boonchit 
Associate Attorney < 

Crinuna1 Trial Lawyer 
Kym@deVlaming.com 

Kali L. de Vlaming 
Crinuna1 Trial Lawyer 

Donna@deVlaming.com Kali@deVlaming.com 

-------•,-------
Kimberly Walbolt 
Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 
2002 North Lois Avenue, Suite 300 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Re: Juan Manuel Saldivar Jr. 
Florida Bar Number I 06654 

Ms. Walbolt, 

My name is Kali de Vlarning and I was admitted to the Florida Bar in April of 2018. I started my 
career as a prosecutor for the Sixth Judicial Circuit of Florida for 3 years. I left the State Attorney's 
Office in March of 2021 and have since been a private Criminal Defense Attorney at deVlarning 
& Rivellini, PA. 

During my time as a prosecutor, I had the opportunity to work with Juan (Jay) Saldivar. Jay was a 
felony prosecutor in Division Bin front of the Honorable Judge Michael Andrews when I met him. 
He was very well respected by my supervisors, and when I had questions about cases as a 
misdemeanor attorney, many times I was told to, "go ask Jay." I was eager to learn and Jay was 
always willing to help. He would express to misdemeanor attorneys how your reputation is 
everything: to call defense attorneys back/get discovery out on time/be appreciative of your legal 
assistant: because your reputation goes outside of the State Attorney's Office. 

As months went by as my first year as a prosecutor, Jay had become my mentor. In order to try a 
felony case as a misdemeanor attorney, you had to sit second chair. I tried my first felony with Jay 
on October 30, 2018, in front of Judge Andrews. Jay always knew he was sharing his knowledge 
and experience with a future criminal defense attorney, but he never hesitated on answering all of 
my questions. 

After about a year and a half, I was promoted to felony, Division A. I had written an arrest warrant 
for an attempted murder suspect, and because I wrote the warrant, I asked to keep the case. In order 
to keep it, I had to try the case with a more experienced attorney, which is when my supervisor 
directed me to do the case with Jay. Unfortunately, I left the State Attorney's Office before the 



Juan Manuel Saldivar Jr. 
Page2 

case went to trial, but Jay taught me every aspect of how to prepare. Because of Jay's hard work 
and dedication to his career, he was promoted to Division M (career criminal) right before I left. 

Now being on the criminal defense side, I hear how Jay is perceived by other criminal defense 
attorneys. It is essentially the same words used to describe him by senior prosecutors: hard 
working, fair, responsive, pleasant to work with, talented trial lawyer, professional, prepared, etc. 

I am at a loss for how to end a letter such as this, but one thing I do know is that the community of 
Pinellas County is better off with Jay as a prosecutor and I mean that from both sides. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me for any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Kali de Vlarning, Esq. 



ST. PETERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Anthony Holloway, Chief of Police 

1301 First Avenue North, SL Peter>burg. Florida 33705 
Telephone: (n7) 893-nao 

www.stpete.org/pollce 

To: 

Kimberly Walbolt 

Bar Counsel 

The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 

2002 North Lois Avenue, Suite 300 

Tampa, FL 33607 

To whom it may concern, 

This letter Is on behalf of the character of ASA Juan "Jay" Saldivar. I have worked closely with and knownJayfor 
approximately six years. Although I also work closely with other attorneys, Jay always has and remains to be, one of the 
best. Over the last six years, I have observed Jay worktlrelesslywith myself and other law enforcement agencies to 
produce the best and truest results possible. Jay has always been one of honesty and Integrity and always makes himself 
available to assist when myself and others have questions. 

Amongstthe last few years while working with him as a Detective, I have neverobservedJay be untruthfulorfalterin 
anyway shape or form. Jay has always held himself and those that work closely with him to the highest of standards and 
that remains true to this day. Jay's quality of work and tenacity has catapulted his career and Is the youngest attorney In 
Division M at the State Attorney's Office of the 6th Circuit. I fully believe this Is due to Jay's incredible work ethic and 
honesty that he has exhibited relentlessly throughout his career. 

I personally, have never meta more honest and diligent state attorney. I fully support Jay and know that he has a big 
support system to help him through this time. Please respectfully take this letter Into consideration, 

Thank you for your time, 

Detective Elena Johnson 

thvv-
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Stacy Shor McNally March 2, 2022 
McNally Mediation 
4532 W. Kennedy Blvd. #224 
Tampa, FL 33609 
(813) 614-7088 
stacyshormcnally@moveitforwardmediation.com 

Ms. Kimberly Walbolt, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 
2002 N. Lois Ave., Ste. 300 
Tampa, FL 33607 

Dear Ms. Walbolt: 

I am writing to tell you about my experience working with Juan Saldivar. As you know, 
he is an Assistant State Attorney for the Sixth Circuit of Florida in Pinellas County. I was 
an Assistant Public Defender in the Sixth Circuit on and off for twenty years until I left in 
December of 2021. I have worked and dealt with hundreds of prosecutors and opposing 
counsel. From December of 2018 until December 2021, I represented many clients that 
Mr. Saldivar prosecuted. Mr. Saldivar and I were both assigned to Felony Division B, 
Judge Michael F. Andrews, until Mr. Saldivar was promoted to Felony Division M, the 
Career Criminal Division, Judge Philip Federico, where I also represented several 
clients. 

In Felony Division B, a regular trial division, we each had a caseload that put us in court 
together several days each week. Mr. Saldivar demonstrated only integrity, honesty, 
and a willingness to con sider mitigating evidence. Mr. Saldivar was always up front with 
me about what the State Attorney would agree to and why. He neverwithheld evidence 
or information, and consistently warned me if the State would be filing additional 
charges against a client or if a client scheduled to appear in court had an outstanding 
warrant. Unlike some attorneys in the State Attorney's Office, he never added witnesses 
on the eve of trial and then opposed a defense continuance. He has been honest and 
ethical in every interaction. When we were arguing opposite sides of an issue, whether 
it was a motion to suppress evidence, an objection during trial, or how a defendant 
should be sentenced, he always advocated for his position honorably and with complete 
candor to the Court. 

I represented a young client who pied guilty to several charges with a sentencing 
hearing setin which I would argue for the Court to depart from the Criminal Punishment 
Code sentencing guidelines, which called for about seven years in prison. Mr. Saldivar 
talked to the detectives involved in these cases extensively and pointed out to the Court 
a place in the video that illustrated my client's struggles. He agreed during the 
sentencing hearing thatthe evidence in support of mitigation was incontrovertible. Mr. 
Saldivar thoroughly prosecuted this client, but he was forthright in communicating to the 
Court thatthis client gave evidence in cooperation with law enforcement and exhibited 
obvious signs of surviving trauma. 

mailto:stacyshormcnally@moveitforwardmediation.com


Stacy Shor McNally March 2, 2022 
McNally Mediation 
4532 W. Kennedy Blvd. #224 
Tampa, FL 33609 
(813} 614-7088 
stacyshormcnally@moveitforwardmediation.com 

Ms. KimberlyWalbolt, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 
2002 N. Lois Ave., Ste. 300 
Tampa, FL 33607 

Dear Ms. Walbolt: 

I am writing to tell you about my experience working with Juan Saldivar. As you know, 
he is an Assistant State Attorney for the Sixth Circuit of Florida in Pinellas County. I was 
an Assistant Public Defender in the Sixth Circuit on and off for twenty years until I left in 
December of 2021. I have worked and dealt with hundreds of prosecutors and opposing 
counsel. From December of 2018 until December 2021, I represented many clients that 
Mr. Saldivar prosecuted. Mr. Saldivar and I were both assigned to Felony Division 8, 
Judge Michael F. Andrews, until Mr. Saldivarwas promoted to Felony Division M, the 
Career Criminal Division, Judge Philip Federico, where I also represented several 
clients. 

In Felony Division 8, a regular trial division, we each had a caseload that put us in court 
together several days each week. Mr. Saldivar demonstrated only integrity, honesty, 
and a willingness to consider mitigating evidence. Mr. Saldivar was always up front with 
me aboutwhatthe State Attorney would agree to and why. He neverwithheld evidence 
or information, and consistently warned me if the State wou Id be filing additional 
charges against a client or if a client scheduled to appear in court had an outstanding 
warrant. Unlike some attorneys in the State Attorney's Office, he never added witnesses 
on the eve of trial and then opposed a defense continuance. He has been honest and 
ethical in every interaction. When we were arguing opposite sides of an issue, whether 
it was a motion to suppress evidence, an objection during trial, or how a defendant 
should be sentenced, he always advocated for his position honorably and with complete 
candorto the Court. 

I represented a young client who pied guilty to several charges with a sentencing 
hearing setin which I would argue for the Court to depart from the Criminal Punishment 
Code sentencing guidelines, which called for about seven years in prison. Mr. Saldivar 
talked to the detectives involved in these cases extensively and pointed out to the Court 
a place in the video that illustrated my client's struggles. He agreed during the 
sentencing hearing thatthe evidence in support of mitigation was incontrovertible. Mr. 
Saldivar thoroughly prosecuted this client, but he was forthright in communicating to the 
Court thatthis client gave evidence in cooperation with law enforcement and exhibited 
obvious signs of surviving trauma. 

mailto:stacyshormcnally@moveitforwardmediation.com


Mr. Saldivarwas lead counsel opposite me in an Attempted First Degree Murder trial 
and was co-counsel opposite me in a Sexual Battery trial. The victim of the Attempted 
First Degree Murder was reluctantto cooperate with prosecution. Mr. Saldivar was 
always open about this with me, which is not always the norm for prosecutors, and kept 
me informed of his efforts to secure the victim's appearance at deposition and trial. The 
victim ultimately appeared for both. In the Sexual Battery trial, Mr. Saldivar was co-
counsel with a talented and respected colleague he often partnered with for trial. She 
was co-counsel in the Attempted Murder case. Mr. Saldivar is an excellenttrial attorney, 
and he has a way of connecting with the jury that is sincere and genuine. He would not 
be able to connect with juries in this way if he was not actually a sincere and ethical 
attom ey. Mr. Saldivar was assigned to a burglary and grand theft motor vehicle charge 
that this client faced. While the burglary and grand theft charge was pending, the 
client's DNA matched DNA taken from the sexual battery victim. Mr. Saldivar let me 
know that my client would betaken into custody at his pretrial so I could prepare the 
client. 

When the State Attorney promoted Mr. Saldivar to Felony Division M, the Career 
Criminal Division, we also had several cases together. In this division, the Court likes to 
hold in-depth discussions about the strengths and weaknesses of each side during 
pretrial hearings. I believe these discussions are intended to confront the defendant and 
the State with the realities of how each case is likely to tum out so that both sides 
engage in realistic plea bargaining. The Court could not have held pretrials in this way if 
the prosecutor was not willing to present an accurate factual assessment of the State's 
evidence and likelihood of securing a conviction at trial. Most of the defendants in the 
Career Criminal Division would face lengthy minimum sentences if they were found 
guilty at trial, and the Court would usually not have discretion in sentencing. Again, Mr. 
Saldivar was honest and direct about his cases. He did not hide anything or mislead 
defense attom eys or the Court. 

Mr. Saldivar also worked very hard to resolve old cases that had stalled due to Covid. 
He reached out to my colleagues and me several times to discuss what kind of defense 
offer he thought the State Attorney would agree to in these cases. This helps us 
defense attorneys advise our clients most effectively. In the Sixth Circuit State 
Attorney's Office, only the elected State Attorney has the final say on plea agreements 
for career criminal cases. What I most appreciate about Mr. Saldivar is that I could 
speak frankly with him about a case, without breaking attorney-client privilege, and trust 
that he would do the same with me. 

Mr. Saldivar is the kind of attorney and person that I would recommend for a position 
that required the highest ethical standards. He is a highly skilled attorney, but more 
important, he is a good and decent person. He is self-reflective, and this comes across 
in how he communicates with opposing counsel about cases and trials. I know Mr. 
Saldivar only on a professional level, but I must say that I really like him. He is nice, 
direct, on top of his caseload, and a pleasure to work with. My high opinion of his 
character comes from how he has conducted himself at work for the three years that I 
worked opposite him. 



Please feel free to contact me with anyfurtherquestions. Thank you for considering my 
input regarding Mr. Saldivar's integrity and professional conduct. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Stacy ShorMcNally 

Stacy Shor McNally 
Attorney and Mediator 
McNally Mediation 



Samantha L Van Scoik 
143 15th Avenue N.E. 

St. Petersburg, Florida 33704 

Kimberly Walbot, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 
2002 North Lois Avenue, Suite 300 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

RE: Assistant State Attorney Juan Saldivar 

Dear Ms. Walbot, 

My name is Samantha Van Scoik and I am writing this letter on behalf of Mr. Saldivar. I have 
worked as an .attorney for over seventeen years, the majority of the time as an assistant public 
defender. I have worked in Jacksonville, all over Northern Virginia and, for the last six years, in 
Pinellas County. I have worked opposite of hundreds of assistant state attorneys and assistant 
commonwealth attorneys over the years. 

Three years ago, I was assigned to the same felony division as Mr. Saldivar. For the last three 
years, I have worked almost daily with Mr. Saldivar. I have had hundreds of cases with Mr. 
Saldivar and we tried a week long attempted murder against each other. Mr. Saldivar has never 
given me any reason to question his ethics or his honesty. He is one of the few prosecutors I have 
known that will turn over every piece of evidence and tell me exactly what he plans to use in 
trial. He has always been courteous and professional in his dealings with me. He is a tough 
prosecutor that will stick to his beliefs, but he also looks at each detail and will admit when a 
case should not be prosecuted. He has pointed out weaknesses in his case and even gone as far to 
ask me to conduct a deposition of an officer to take the issue to his supervisors. 

Thank you for your time and if you have any further questions about Mr. Saldivar, it would be 
my pleasure to speak with you. My number is 904-923-2424 and my email is 
SL Vanscoik(aJ,gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 

S~ L. VIM'II Scoilv 

http:Vanscoik(aJ,gmail.com


Aimee E Wyant, Attorney at Law 02/27/2022 
Office of the Public Defender, 
Sixth Judicial Circuit 
14250 49th St N 
Clearwater, FL 33762 
727.464. 7062 

Kimberly Walbolt, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch 
2002 North Lois Avenue, Suite 300 
Tampa, Florida 33607 

Dear Ms. Walbolt: 

I am writing this on behalf of Mr. Juan Saldivar. I have been a criminal defense attorney since 
2004. I have spent my entire career at the Office of the Public Defender, Sixth Judicial Circuit; practicing 
solely in Pinellas County. I have been representing indigent adults accused of serious felony crimes since 
2005. I am currently a Division Director. As a Division Director, I continue to represent indigent adults 
accused of crimes as well as supervise a handful ofotherdefense attorneys who also represent adults 
accused of felony crimes. 

In my time as a criminal defense attorney with the Office of the Public Defender, I have 
represented clients who were being prosecuted by Mr. Saldivar. During my representation of those 
clients, I have dealt directly with Mr. Saldivar in many aspects to include pre-trial hearings, discovery 
practice, depositions, and plea agreements. Ms. Saldivar has always presented professionally. He is 
prepared in court. He is prepared in witness deposition. He promptly provides all necessary discovery. 
He has always been prompt in communication when responding to phone calls, emails and texts. 

In practicing in the Sixth Judicial Circuit for 17 plus years there are a handful of prosecutors that I 
entrust with my personal cell phone number. Those that I know will remain professional, ethical and 
trustworthy with that information. Mr. Saldivar is amongthose. 

I believe Mr. Saldivar to be a skillful, talented, qualified prosecutor. He is an added benefit to 
the criminal justice system in his competent and adroit ability to handle prosecution cases. 

Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact me at your convenience to discuss this 
further. 

Sincerely, 
Ai.AM,u,E Wyo.,,.,uf-
Aimee E Wyant 
Division Director, Division D 
Office of the Public Defender 
Sixth Judicial Circuit 
Fla Bar No.: 0789321 




