
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
(Before a Referee)

THE FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case
No. SC22-582

Complainant,
The Florida Bar File

v. No. 2021-30,374 (9B)

JOSE G. OLIVEIRA,

Respondent.

CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA FOR CONSENT JUDGMENT

COMES NOW, the undersigned respondent, José G. Oliveira, and

files this Conditional Guilty Plea pursuant to Rule 3-7.9 of the Rules

Regulating The Florida Bar.

1. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned herein was, a

member of The Florida Bar, subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

of Florida.

2. Respondent is acting freely and voluntarily in this matter, and

tenders this Plea without fear or threat of coercion. Respondent is not

represented in this matter.

3. The disciplinary measures to be imposed upon respondent are

as follows:



A. Public reprimand to be administered by a personal

appearance before the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.

B. Completion of an office procedures and record-keeping

analysis by and under the direction of The Florida Bar's

Diversion/Discipline Consultation Service (DDCS). Respondent shall

contact DDCS within thirty (30) days of the Court's order approving

the consent judgment in order to schedule a DDCS review. The

DDCS analysis shall consist of, at a minimum, an initial review and a

final review confirming compliance with any recommendations made

by DDCS. DDCS may require additional interviews or reviews as it

may, in its sole discretion, deem necessary or advisable.

Respondent shall comply with and implement, at respondent's sole

cost and expense, all recommendations made by DDCS within sixty

(60) days of the recommendation. The minimum fees and costs to be

associated with this DDCS review shall be $2,000.00. Respondent

shall be responsible for any additional fees and/or costs associated

with this review. DDCS shall provide the Lawyer Regulation

Department of The Florida Bar with status reports as to the ordered

analysis.

C. Payment of the bar's disciplinary costs.
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4. The following allegations and rules provide the basis for

respondent's guilty plea and for the discipline to be imposed in this matter:

a. On or about July 29, 2019, Dr. F. Jorge GonzáIez, a

social acquaintance of respondent, contacted respondent for legal advice

about a dispute with Omar González (also known as Omar GonzáIez-

Arroyo). Dr. GonzáIez described his legal issue to respondent in detail and

recounted to respondent how Omar GonzáIez had allegedly defrauded Dr.

GonzáIez and others. During the conversation, Dr. González relayed

privileged and confidential information to respondent. Dr. GonzáIez

advised respondent that he wished to file a lawsuit against Omar GonzáIez

and asked respondent to represent him.

b. Respondent informed Dr. González that he believed he

previously represented Omar GonzáIez in a theft case but that he was not

a current client. Respondent requested that Dr. González email him the

contract that he had executed with Omar GonzáIez along with the checks

and papers that were related to the contract.

c. On July 29, 2019, respondent acknowledged receiving

the contract from Dr. GonzáIez. On the next day, respondent advised Dr.

GonzáIez that respondent was unable to open the first email that was sent,
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but that respondent could not represent Dr. González in the matter due to a

conflict of interest.

d. On September 9, 2019, Dr. GonzáIez, through counsel,

filed a lawsuit against Omar GonzáIez for breach of contract, unjust

enrichment, fraudulent inducement, and fraud, F. Jorge Gonzalez v. Omar

Gonzalez-Arroyo, AV Cooling Solutions, Inc., and Mayra Hernandez-

Rodriquez, Case No. 2019-CA-11442-O, in the Circuit Court for the Ninth

Judicial Circuit in and for Orange County, Florida.

e. On October 27, 2020, respondent entered an appearance

on behalf of defendants Omar González and Mayra Hernandez-Rodriguez

in the lawsuit regarding the same subject matter.

f. Based upon the foregoing, Dr. GonzáIez filed a Motion to

Disqualify respondent as counsel for the defendants. The trial court

subsequently granted Dr. GonzáIez's motion and disqualified respondent

from further representation of the defendants in the case.

g. By reason of the foregoing, respondent admits he violated

the following Rules Regulating The Florida Bar:

i. 4-1.16(a)(1) Except as stated in subdivision (c), a

lawyer shall not represent a client or, where representation has

commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if the
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representation will result in violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct

or law.

ii. 4-1.18(c) A lawyer subject to subdivision (b) shall

not represent a client with interests materially adverse to those of a

prospective client in the same or a substantially related matter if the lawyer

received information from the prospective client that could be used to the

disadvantage of that person in the matter, except as provided in subdivision

(d). If a lawyer is disqualified from representation under this rule, no lawyer

in a firm with which that lawyer is associated may knowingly undertake or

continue representation in such a matter, except as provided in subdivision

(d).

iii. 4-8.4(d) A lawyer shall not engage in conduct in

connection with the practice of law that is prejudicial to the administration of

justice.

5. The Florida Bar has approved this proposed plea in the manner

required by Rule 3-7.9.

6. If this plea is not finally approved by the referee and the

Supreme Court of Florida, then it shall be of no effect and may not be used

by the parties in any way.
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7. If this plea is approved, then respondent agrees to pay all

reasonable costs associated with this case pursuant to Rule 3-7.6(q) in the

amount of $2,043.00. These costs are due within 30 days of the court

order. Respondent agrees that if the costs are not paid within 30 days of

this court's order becoming final, respondent shall pay interest on any

unpaid costs at the statutory rate. Respondent further agrees not to

attempt to discharge the obligation for payment of the Bar's costs in any

future proceedings, including but not limited to, a petition for bankruptcy.

Respondent shall be deemed delinquent and ineligible to practice law

pursuant to Rule 1-3.6 if the cost judgment is not satisfied within 30 days of

the final court order, unless deferred by the Board of Governors of The

Florida Bar.

8. Respondent acknowledges the obligation to pay the costs of

this proceeding and that payment is evidence of strict compliance with the

conditions of any disciplinary order or agreement and is also evidence of

good faith and fiscal responsibility. Respondent understands that failure to

pay the costs of this proceeding may reflect adversely on any reinstatement

proceedings or any other bar disciplinary matter in which respondent is

involved.
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9. In mitigation, respondent had no dishonest or selfish motive

[Florida's Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.3(b)(2)]. Respondent

has a small partnership with another attorney and does not employ any

support staff to assist with client intake. At the time of the misconduct,

respondent did not ensure he had in place a reliable conflict checking

system that could screen effectively for common surnames, such as

González. Respondent fully cooperated with the bar's investigation of this

matter [Florida's Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.3(b)(5)], was

sanctioned by the disqualification of the court [Florida's Standards for

Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.3(b)(11)], and has shown remorse for his

lapse in judgment [Florida's Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions

3.3(b)(12)].

10. In aggravation, respondent has a prior disciplinary history

[Florida's Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.2(b)(1)] and has

substantial experience in the practice of law [Florida's Standards for

Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.2(b)(9)]. Although respondent received a

public reprimand by publication in 2020, the misconduct for which

respondent was ultimately disciplined in that case occurred in 2013 and

differs substantially from the misconduct in the instant case.
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11. This Conditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment fully

complies with all requirements of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.

Dated this1day o , 2022.

José G. Oliveira
Respondent
1284 Seburn Road
Orlartdo, Florida 32801-1050
(321) 947-0922
Florida Bar ID No.: 63308
jose@po-law.com

July
Dated this _5tb_ day of •Imes, 2022.

Ashley Taylor Morrison, Bar Counsel
The Florida Bar
Orlando Branch Office
The Gateway Center
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625
Orlando, Florida 32801-1050
(407) 425-5424
Florida Bar ID No. 106205
amorrison@floridabar.orq
orlandooffice@floridabar.orq
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