
     

  
  

   
  

      

EXHIBIT A

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Complainant,  

v.  

GIAN  C.  RATNAPALA,  

Respondent.  

______________________________/  

Supreme Court Case 
No. SC-

The Florida Bar File 
No. 2021-50,017 (7A) 

CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA FOR CONSENT JUDGMENT 

COMES  NOW,  the  undersigned respondent,  Gian C.  Ratnapala,  and  

files  this  Conditional Guilty  Plea  pursuant  to  Rule 3-7.9  of  the Rules  

Regulating  The Florida Bar.   

1. Respondent  is,  and  at  all  times  mentioned herein was,  a 

member  of  The Florida Bar,  subject  to  the jurisdiction  of  the Supreme  Court  

of  Florida.  

2. Respondent  waives  the  right  to  a  probable cause hearing 

before  a grievance committee and stipulates  to  a finding  of  probable  cause  

in reference to  this  matter.  

3. Respondent  is  acting freely  and  voluntarily  in this  matter  and 

tenders  this  plea without  fear  or threat  of  coercion.   Respondent  is  not  

represented  by  counsel  in this  matter.  
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4.  The  disciplinary  measures  to  be imposed upon  respondent  are 

as  follows:  

A.  45-day  suspension from t he  practice  of  law  with automatic  

reinstatement.  

B.  Respondent  shall  attend  The  Florida  Bar’s  Trust  

Accounting Workshop.   Respondent  shall pay  the  $750.00  fee 

associated  with  the  workshop.  

C.  Payment  of  the  bar’s  disciplinary  costs.   

D.  Upon  automatic  reinstatement  to  the  practice  of  law,  

respondent  shall be  placed on probation for a  period  of  two years  with  

the following  conditions:  

i.  Respondent  agrees  to  retain,  at  respondent's  

expense,  the services  of  a certified public  accountant  

acceptable to  The  Florida  Bar  to review  respondent's  trust  

account  records  monthly  during the  term  of  probation.   

Quarterly  statements  shall be prepared by  the certified public  

accountant  for review  by  The Florida Bar's  Staff  Auditor  at  the  

Orlando Branch Office.   Respondent  is  responsible for  

submission  of  the  quarterly  reports  to  the Orlando office  of  The 

Florida  Bar,  1000  Legion Place,  Suite  1625,  Orlando,  Florida 
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32801 and  to The  Florida Bar,  Lawyer Regulation  

Headquarters,  c/o Melissa M.  Mara,  CP,  FRP,  651  E.  Jefferson  

Street,  Tallahassee,  Florida 32399.   The quarters  are March  31,  

June  30,  September 30  and December  31.   Statements  shall 

specify  whether  respondent  is  in  compliance  with  the Rules  

Regulating  Trust  Accounts  and shall  include  the monthly  

reconciliations,  copies  of  the  bank  statements  of  respondent's  

trust  accounts  and a list  of  clients  with  the individual  client  trust  

account  balances.   The  reports  are  due 15 days  following  the  

end of  each  quarter;  and,  

ii.  Respondent  will  pay  a  quarterly  monitoring fee  of  

$100.00  to The  Florida Bar.   All  quarterly  monitoring fees  must  

be remitted  no  later  than  the end of  each respective quarter in  

which the  monitoring fee  is  due.   All fees  must  be  paid  to the 

bar's  headquarters  office  in Tallahassee.   Failure  to pay  shall 

be deemed  cause  to revoke  probation.  

5.  Respondent  acknowledges  that,  unless  waived  or modified  by  

the Court  on motion of  respondent,  the Court  order will  contain  a provision  

that  prohibits  respondent  from  accepting new  business  from  the  date of  the  

order or  opinion and shall provide that  the suspension  is  effective  30  days  
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from t he  date of  the  order  or  opinion  so  that  respondent  may  close  out  the 

practice  of  law  and  protect  the interest  of  existing clients.  

6.  During  the period  of  suspension, respondent  agrees  to  

eliminate  all  indicia of  respondent’s  status  as  an  attorney  on email,  social 

media,  telephone listings,  stationery,  checks,  business  cards  office signs  or 

any  other indicia  of  respondent’s  status  as  an  attorney,  whatsoever.  

7.  The  following allegations  provide the  basis  for  respondent's 

guilty  plea and for  the discipline to  be  imposed in this  matter:  

A.  Respondent  represented  Sabal  Palm  Condominium  

Association.   

B.  On July  22,  2019,  respondent  deposited $1,217.17 from a  

condominium  owner into his  trust  account.   

C.  On September  24,  2019,  respondent  deposited an 

additional  $2,436.18  from  the condo  owner  into trust  for a  total  of  

$3,653.35.   

D.  Complainant  stated  that  the  funds  were owed to  the  

association  as  the  owner’s  delinquent  maintenance fees.   

E.  Respondent  failed  to notify  the  association he had 

collected the funds.   
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F. In response to the bar complaint, respondent advised that 

Sabal Palm owed him unpaid legal fees and he offset those fees 

against the funds. 

G. By his accounting, respondent explained that he owes 

$810.15 to Sabal Palm. 

H. After the bar complaint was filed, respondent and legal 

counsel for the association discussed a settlement over the disputed 

funds. However, a settlement agreement has not yet been executed. 

I. During the investigation of this matter, the bar requested 

trust account records from respondent. 

J. According to the ledger for Sabal Palm Condominium 

Association, as of October 31, 2021, respondent held only $313.93, 

which is less than the $810.15 he advised he should be holding in his 

trust account. 

K. In addition, respondent did not provide any deposit tickets 

or canceled checks. The bar obtained the deposit tickets and 

canceled checks from the bank. The deposit tickets did not identify 

the source of the deposit or the client and the canceled checks did 

not consistently identify the client on the checks. 
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L.  The  audit  also  revealed that  respondent’s  journal and 

client  ledgers  failed  to  identify  check  numbers  or consistently  include  

the reasons  for transactions.   

M.  There  was  no  evidence of  intentional  misappropriation,  

and respondent  has  taken steps  to update his  recordkeeping 

procedures.     

N.  Respondent  confirmed  that  he currently  holding  $810.15 

for Sabal  Palm C ondominium  in  trust  pending formal  instructions  from  

the former  client  for  disbursement.   

8.  The  following rules  provide  the basis  for respondent's  guilty  

plea and  for the  discipline  to be  imposed in  this  matter:  Rule 4-1.15  

[Compliance with Trust  Accounting Rules.  Safekeeping  Property];  5-

1.1(a)(1) [Nature of  Money  or  Property  Entrusted  to  Attorney.  Trust  Account  

Required;  Location of  Trust  Account;  Commingling  Prohibited];  5-1.1(b)  

[Application of  Trust  Funds  or Property  to  Specific  Purpose];  5-1.1(f) 

[Disputed  Ownership of  Trust  Funds];  and,  5-1.2(b)(2)  [Minimum T rust  

Accounting Records].    

9.  In mitigation,  respondent  has  no  prior  discipline  [Florida's  

Standards  for Imposing  Lawyer  Sanctions  3.3(b)(1)];  respondent  did  not  

display  a dishonest  or selfish motive  [Florida's  Standards  for Imposing  
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Lawyer Sanctions  3.3(b)(2)];  respondent  was very  cooperative  throughout  

the disciplinary  process  [Florida's  Standards  for Imposing Lawyer  

Sanctions  3.3(b)(5)];  at  the time  the  misconduct  occurred, respondent  had  

only  been  in solo  practice  for three  years  and had seven years  of  

experience  as  an  attorney  [Florida's  Standards  for Imposing Lawyer 

Sanctions  3.3(b)(6)];  respondent  has  taken steps  to  correct  his  accounting 

practices  [Florida's  Standards  for Imposing  Lawyer  Sanctions  3.3(b)(10)];  

and, respondent  has  expressed  sincere remorse [Florida's  Standards  for 

Imposing Lawyer  Sanctions  3.3(b)(12)].   

10.  The  Florida Bar  has  approved this  proposed  plea  in the  manner 

required  by  Rule 3-7.9.  

11.  If  this  plea  is  not  finally  approved  by  the Board  of  Governors of   

The  Florida Bar  and the  Supreme Court  of  Florida,  then  it  shall  be of  no  

effect  and may  not  be used by  the parties  in any  way.  

12.  If  this  plea  is  approved,  then  respondent  agrees  to pay  all  

reasonable costs  associated  with  this  case pursuant  to  Rule 3-7.6(q)  in  the 

amount  of  $3,773.20.   These costs  are  due within  30  days  of  the Court  

order.   Respondent  agrees  that  if  the  costs  are  not  paid  within 30 days  of  

this  Court's  order  becoming  final,  respondent  shall pay  interest  on  any  

unpaid costs  at  the statutory  rate.   Respondent  further agrees  not  to 
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attempt  to  discharge the  obligation for  payment  of  the  bar's  costs  in any  

future proceedings,  including  but  not  limited to,  a  petition for bankruptcy.   

Respondent  shall  be deemed  delinquent  and ineligible  to  practice  law  

pursuant  to  Rule  1-3.6 if  the  cost  judgment  is  not  satisfied within  30  days  of  

the final  Court  order,  unless  deferred  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  The  

Florida  Bar.  

13.  Respondent  acknowledges  the  obligation to pay  the  costs  of  

this  proceeding  and  that  payment  is  evidence  of  strict  compliance  with  the 

conditions  of  any  disciplinary  order or agreement  and  is  also evidence  of  

good faith  and  fiscal responsibility.   Respondent  understands  that  failure to  

pay  the  costs  of  this  proceeding  will  reflect  adversely  on  any  other  bar  

disciplinary  matter in which  respondent  is  involved.  

14.  This  Conditional  Guilty  Plea for  Consent  Judgment  fully  

complies  with all requirements  of  the  Rules  Regulating The Florida  Bar.  

Dated this ____ day of _________________, 2022. 

________________________________ 
Gian C. Ratnapala 

21st February

Respondent 
1987 NE 15th Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33305-3262 
(954) 609-1220 
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Florida Bar No. 97342 
gian@gcrbusinesslaw.com 

Dated this 21st day of February, 2022. 

Karen Clark Bankowitz 
Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Orlando Branch Office 
The Gateway Center 
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625 
Orlando, Florida 32801-1050 
(407) 425-5424 
Florida Bar No. 706531 
kbankowitz@floridabar.org 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org 
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