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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before a Referee) 

THE FLORIDA B.AR, 

Complainant, 

V. 

MICHAEL GRAY MOORE, 

Respondent. 

l -----------

Supreme·Court Case 
No. SC22-1348 

The Florida Bar File 
No. 2022-30, 702 (7 A) 

CONDIT 10 NA L GUil TY PLEA FOR CONSENT JUDGMENT 

COMES NOW, the undersigned respondent, Michael Gray Moore, 

and files this Conditional Guilty Plea pursuant to Rule 3-7.9 of the Rules 

Regulating The Florida Bar. 

1. Respondent is; and at .an times mentioned herein was, a 

member of The Florida Bar, subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 

of Florida. 

2. Respondent is acting freely and voluntarily in this matter and 

tenders this plea without fear or threat of coercion. 

3. Respondent is represented by counsel in this matter. 

4. As to The Florida Bar File No. 2022-3.0, 702 (7 A), there has 

been a finding of probable cause by the grievance committee. 
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5. The disciplinary measures to be imposed upon respondent are 

as follows: 

A. Publicreprimand to be administered by publication .. 

B. Payment of the bar's costs, 

.6. The following allegations provide the basis for respondent's 

guilty plea in this matter: 

A. In or around May 2020, respondent began representing 

Ms. Forsyth, Who was the subject ofa petition for incapacity filed by 

her dau~hter, Ms. Gambelunghe. Anotherattorney hc1d referred Ms. 

Forsyth and her husband, ML Forsyth, (Ms. Gambelunghe's 

stepfather) to respondent for representation. 

B. Among other allegations, Ms. Gambelunghe alleged that 

her mother was incapacitated and was not safe at home. Ms. 

GambeJunghe also claimed that Mr. Forsyth had abused Ms. Forsyth. 

Ms. Gambelunghe .and Mr. Forsyth had fundamental disagreements 

over Ms. Forsyth's wellbeing, her medical care, and her finances. 

C. In or around July 2020, Ms. Gambelunghe was granted 

emergency temporary guardianship over Ms. Forsyth. While 

respondent was representing Ms. Forsyth, she was also represented 

by an attorney appointed by the court. Respondent believed that the 
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court-appointed attorney was not acting in Ms. Forsyth's best 

interests, and respondent was concerned that Ms. Forsyth was being 

overmedicated. 

D. Ms. Forsyth was scheduled to appear for a hearing on 

October 15, 202n. On the morning of October 15, 2020, respondent 

drove to Ms. Gambell..inghe's apartment where Ms-. Forsyth was 

residing. Respondent was aware that Ms. Garnbelunghe was Ms. 

Forsyth's. emergency temporary legal guardian. 

E. Without Ms. Gambelunghe's permission, respondent 

allowed Ms. Forsyth to enter his vehicle. Respondent then attempted 

to depart the premises. Ms. Gambelunghe tried to stop respondent's 

vehicle and yelled at respondent to release Ms. Forsyth. Respondent 

then put his vehiCle in reverse and proceeded to back his vehicle into 

Ms. Gambelunghe. Ms. Gambelunghe told law enforcement that after 

being struck, she moved to the side of the vehicle so that she would 

not get hit again. 

F. Respondent maintains that he was unaware that Ms. 

Gambelunghe was standing behind his car when he put the car in 

reverse. 
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G. At some point during the incident, Ms. Gambelunghe 

called the police. Ms. Gambelunghe also called to the apartment 

manager for help and the two of them prevented respondent from 

leaving the parking lot by using their bodies to block respondent's car 

from moving forward or backward. Respondent rem,ained on the 

scene until law enforcement arrived. Ms. Gambelunghe did not suffer 

any injuries that required medical attention. Upon review of Ms. 

Gambelunghe's guardianship paperwork, law enforcement instructed 

respondent to have Ms. Forsyth exit the vehicle. 

H. Ms. Gambelung_he later .acquired video footage of the 

incident and decided that she wanted to pursue criminal charges 

against respondent. 

I. In December of202O, in Volusia County Case No. 2020-

105768-MMDL, respondent was charged by Information with Battery, 

a misdemeanor of the first degree, alleged to have occurred on 

October 15, 2020; 

J. On May 24, 2022, respondent entered a plea of nolo 

contendere to Battery and received a withhold of adjudication and six 

months of conditional probation, that included respondent's required 
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completion of an 8-hour in-person anger management course and 50 

hours of community service. 

7. The following Rules Regulating The Florida Bar provide the 

basis for the discipline to be imposed in this matter: 

A. 3-4.3 Misconduct and Minor Misconduct, The standards 

of professional conduct required of members of the bar are not limited 

to the observance of rules and ,avoidance of prohibited acts, and the 

enumeration of certain categories of misconduct as constituting 

grounds for discipline ate not all-inclusive nor is the failure to specify 

any particular act of misconduct be construed as tolerance of the act 

of misconduct. The commission by a lawyer of any act that is unlawful 

or contrary to hon.esty and justice may constitute a cause for 

discipline whether the act is committed in the course of the lawyer's 

relations as a lawyer or otherwise, whether committed within Florida 

or outside the state of Florida, and whether the act is a felony or a 

misdemeanor. 

B. 4-8.4(b) Misconduct. A lawyer shall not commit a criminal 

act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty; trustworthiness; or 

fitness as a lawyer in other respects; 
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8. In mitigation, respondent has no prior discipline [Florida 

_ Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 3.3(b)(1 )J; respondent did not 

display a dishonest or selfish motive [3.3(b)(2)]; he was forthcoming and 

cooperative with the bar [3.3(b)(5)]; respondent was sanctioned by the 

criminal court [3.3{b)(t 1 )] and required to attend anger management and 

complete community service; and; he expressed sincere remorse for his 

misconduct which resulted from his. overzealous representation and 

concern for his client [3.3(b)(12)]. In aggravation, respondent has 

substantial experience in the practice of law, admitted in 1992 [3.2(b)(9)]. 

9. The Florida Bar has approved this proposed plea in the manner 

required by Rule 3-7.9. 

10. If this plea is not finally· approved by the referee and the 

Supreme Court of Florida, then it shall be of no effect and may not be used 

by the parties in any way. 

11. If this plea is approved, then respondent agrees to pay all 

reasonable costs associated with this case pursuant to Rule 3-7.6(q) in the 

amount of $1,268.00. Thes·e costs are due within 30 days of the Court 

order. Respondent agrees that if the costs· are not paid Within 30 days of 

this Court's order becoming final, respondent shall pay interest on any 

unpaid costs at the statutory rate. Respondent further agrees not to 
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attempt to discharge the obligation for payment of the bar's costs in any 

future proceedings, including but not limited to, a petition for bankruptcy. 

Respondent shall be deemed delinquent and ineligible to practice law 

pursuant to Rule 1-3.6 if the cost judgment is not satisfied within 30 days of 

the final Court order, unless deferred by the Board of Governors of The 

Florida Bar. 

12. Respondent acknowledges the obligation to pay the costs of 

this proceeding and that payment is evidence of strict compliance with the 

conditions of any disciplinary order or agreement and is also evidence of 

good faith and fiscal responsibility. Respondent understands that failure to 

0 pay the costs of this proceeding may reflect adversely on any reinstatement 

proceedings or any other bar disciplinary matter in which respondent is 

involved. 

0 

13. This Conditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment fully 

complies with all requirements of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 

Dated this ~ day of _,_l¼e-"-·-=--it~l\r"--'-V ___ _,, 2022. 

;~AAwoee-
Michael Gray Moore 
Respondent 
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Moore Lex, P.A. 
206 Wellisford Way 
Deland, FL 32724-7759 
(386) 232-8451 
Florida Bar No. 934909 
michael@moorelex.com 

·1 I t }( · ; /, ·/ 
Dated this '-) day of __ --/_v_'--_· 1_L,_· __ , 2022. 

j 

Richard Adam Greenberg 
Counsel for Respondent 
Rumberger, Kirk and Caldwell 
101 N. Monroe Street, Suite 120 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1549 
(850) 222-6550 
Florida Bar No. 382371 
rgreen berg@rum berger. com 

Dated this 9th day of November , 2022. 

Karen Clark Bankowitz 
Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Orlando Branch Office 
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The Gateway Center 
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625 
Orlando, Florida 32801-1050 
(407) 425-5424 
Florida Bar No. 706531 
kbankowitz@floridabar.org 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org 
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