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September 23, 2021

Supreme Court of the State of Florida
500 South Duval Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1927

Re: SC21-990
Petition of the Workgroup on the Continuity of Court 
Operations and Proceedings to Amend Florida Rule of 
General Practice and Judicial Administration 2.530

The Miami-Dade Bar is the oldest and largest 
voluntary bar association in the state of Florida. Founded 
in the early 1900s, the Miami-Dade Bar’s membership 
comprises nearly 3,500 South Florida attorneys with 
diverse practices all across the legal spectrum. For the 
duration of its existence, the Miami-Dade Bar has been a 
strong voice for Miami-Dade County’s legal profession, 
serving the public and the thousands of lawyers who call 
Miami-Dade their home by promoting equal justice, 
professionalism, integrity, and a deep respect for the 
institutions of law. It is in this spirit that the Miami-
Dade Bar expresses its support for the Workgroup on the 
Continuity of Court Operations and Proceedings During and 
After COVID-19’s (the “Workgroup”) recommendation to amend 
Florida Rule of General Practice and Judicial 
Administration 2.530 (“Rule 2.530”) to permanently 
authorize the use of various types of communications 
technology more broadly in trial court proceedings. 

The past eighteen months have caused unprecedented 
challenges for the administration of justice both in 
Florida and nationwide. But Florida’s courts have 
responded to these practical difficulties wrought by the 
novel coronavirus have seen Florida’s courts by leveraging 
both established and emerging technologies in order to 
enable remote proceedings and provide maximum flexibility 
and accessibility for the judiciary, court staff, 
litigants, and the general public alike. This relative 
sea-change in the day-to-day practice of law has allowed 
for significant improvements in the efficiency and cost-
effectiveness of legal services and permitted an 
unprecedented improvement in access to justice for 
Floridians throughout the state. 
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The Workgroup’s proposed amendments to Rule 2.530 would allow Florida’s courts to 
permanently capture these improvements. By permitting court officials to utilize 
remote proceedings and other virtual environments where appropriate, the proposed 
revisions strike the appropriate balance between ensuring the just and efficient 
handling of certain relatively low-stakes proceedings—e.g., motion calendar or 
status conferences—while ensuring a litigant’s due process rights to object to 
such virtual appearances where good cause exists. In this new framework, both the 
court and the litigants themselves are given the opportunity to create the 
judicial setting that best serves the needs of the parties while taking into 
account the interest in an accessible and open system of justice shared by all 
Floridians. 

As Florida’s courts began to feel the full scope of the pandemic’s impact in 
early 2020, Chief Justice Canady predicted that “[o]ur response to the pandemic 
will forever change the way Florida’s courts operate.” It certainly has done so. 
And while the COVID-19 pandemic was not the instrument of change that anyone 
wanted, it has served to demonstrate that Florida’s courts, legal professionals, 
and the public at large are willing and able to adapt to the technological 
changes that have already reshaped much of modern society. Moreover, it has given 
us a foundation in which we may reimagine new ways to transform Florida’s courts 
into a more transparent, efficient, and accessible system of justice for all 
Floridians. 

Accordingly, the Miami-Dade Bar respectfully requests that the Florida Supreme 
Court adopt the amendments to proposed Florida Rule of General Practice and 
Judicial Administration 2.530 as recommended by the Workgroup.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Sabrina Puglisi
Sabrina Puglisi
Miami Dade Bar President


