
Judy Reed
541 East Park Drive
Largo, FL 33771

August 5, 2021

Clerk of the Court
500 South Duval Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1927

To Whom It May Concern:

Please be advised that as a citizen of Florida I am against holding Baker Act hearings
remotely/virtually-l-believe that a person-should-have-the right to-be-present irrperson
in any proceeding which threatens to take away his liberty.

I believe the Baker Act is a violation of civil rights to begin with. If it were truly used only
to safeguard those who might harm themselves or others, that would be one thing; but it
is used to hold power over people simply because they behave differently than what
certain people consider "normal."

I personally know two people who were Baker Acted - one was a teenager (13 years)
and the other an adult. Both were given drugs upon arrival at the facility due to their
less than calm behavior. Let me just say, anyone who is being dragged off against his
consent to he doesn't know where would be less than calm - in fact, such a one would
most likely be combative.

The Baker Act may be relevant in some rare instances, but from what I've read and
heard, it is very much over-used and abused. So, to subject vulnerable people to being
Baker Acted via remote/virtual interviews is totally insane. Maybe those who would
suggest such a thing should be Baker Acted as it seems to be their intent to harm
others whom they don't even know and have never met.

Please do not add this amendment to the current Baker Act.

Respectfully,

Mr . Jþ ith Reed
72 2-0600



Clerk of the Court
500 South Duval Street
Tallahassee FL 32399-1927

As a citizen of Florida, I am against holding Baker Act hearings remotely/virtually and I
believe a person should have the right to be present in any proceeding which threatens
to take away their liberty.

Yours TIuly

Milton James
500 N. Osceola Ave. # 8034)
Clearwater, FL 33755



Janet K. Stephens

100 Waverly Way #308, Clearwater FL 33756

Clerk of the Court

500 South Duval Street

Tallahassee FL 32399-1927

Dear Sir:

There is a proposed amendment, currently with the Florida Supreme Court, to allow

involuntary psychiatric comtnitment hearings to be conducted remotely or virtually.

. As a citizen of Florida I object to the idea of holding Baker Act hearings remotely or

virtually. I believe a person should have the right to be present at any proceeding that

threatens to take away their liberty.

Please consider this ancient and fundamental right in weighing the proposed
amendment.

Best regards,

et K Stephens


