
WE I S S  SE R O TA HE LF M AN  CO LE  &  B I E R M A N ,  P.L. 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

CITY OF TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, 

Petitioner,  

v. CASE NO. SC21-651 
LT CASE NO. 1D20-2193 

FLORIDA POLICE BENEVOLENT 
ASSOCIATION, INC., et al., 

Respondents. 
__________________________________/ 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SEEK LEAVE TO FILE AN AMICUS 

CURIAE BRIEF ON THE MERITS SHOULD COURT  

ACCEPT JURISDICTION 

Pursuant to Fla.R.App.P. 9.370(d), the City of Miami Civilian 

Investigative Panel (“CIP”) files its Notice of Intent to Seek Leave to 

File an Amicus Curiae Brief on the Merits in support of petitioner, 

City of Tallahassee, Florida. 

1. The CIP provides for independent and impartial citizens’

oversight of the Miami Police Department. The CIP provides fair and 

impartial assessments regarding concerns about police conduct. It 

provides a balanced judgment of issues and complaints and provides 

a safe and open environment to express grievances. 
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2. The CIP conducts investigations and hearings into 

allegations of police misconduct, and also conducts monthly and 

emergency public meetings. 

3. In performing its mandated functions, the CIP prepares 

documents and holds proceedings, both of which may identify police 

officers whose conduct is under investigation. The CIP is subject to 

both Florida’s public records laws and Government in the Sunshine 

laws, and may not withhold from the public information pertaining 

to any officer’s identity. 

4.  In light of the First District’s decision, the CIP expects it 

will be asked to withhold the identity of an officer under investigation.  

Honoring such requests, though, would undermine the CIP’s 

function of providing an open, public forum in which grievances may 

be addressed. 

5. The CIP, then, has an interest in the outcome of these 

proceedings. Should the Court grant review, the CIP will seek leave 

to file an amicus curiae brief on the merits in support of petitioner. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Edward G. Guedes, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 768103 
eguedes@wsh-law.com 
szavala@wsh-law.com 
John J. Quick, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 648418 
jquick@wsh-law.com 
lmartinez@wsh-law.com 
Weiss Serota Helfman  
Cole & Bierman, P.L. 
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Ste. 700 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Telephone: (305) 854-0800 
 
Counsel for City of Miami Civilian 
Investigative Panel 

 
By:  /s/ Edward G. Guedes  
   Edward G. Guedes 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing was filed and served through the e-Portal this 11th day of 

May, 2021, on counsel included in the attached service list. 
 

/s/ Edward G. Guedes  
 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

I hereby certify that this notice complies with the font and 

volume requirements of Fla. R. App. P. 9.045(b) and 9.370(d). 

 

       /s/ Edward G. Guedes  

mailto:szavala@wsh-law.com
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SERVICE LIST 

PHILIP J. PADOVANO 
Florida Bar No. 157473 
JOSEPH T. EAGLETON 
Florida Bar No. 98492 
BRANNOCK HUMPHRIES 
& BERMAN 
131 N. Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
ppadovano@bhappeals.com 
jeagleton@bhappeals.com 
eservice@bhappeals.com 
 
Counsel for Petitioner 
 

CASSANDRA K. JACKSON 
Florida Bar No. 650757 
HANNAH D. MONROE 
Florida Bar No. 102762 
CITY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
300 S. Adams Street, Box A-5 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
cassandra.jackson@talgov.com 
hannah.monroe@talgov.com 

Counsel for Petitioner 

Carol Jean LoCicero 
Mark R. Caramanica 
Thomas & LoCicero PL 
601 S. Boulevard 
Tampa, FL 33606 
clocicero@tlolawfirm.com 
tgilley@tlolawfirm.com 
mcaramanica@tlolawfirm.com 
dlake@tlolawfirm.com 
 
Daniela B. Abratt 
Thomas & LoCicero PL 
915 Middle River Drive, 
Suite 309 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304 
dabratt@tlolawfirm.com 
Secondary: 
bbrennan@tlolawfirm.com 
 
Counsel for Intervenor, News 
Media 

Luke Newman 
Luke Newman, P.A. 
908 Thomasville Road 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
luke@lukenewmanlaw.com 
 
Stephen G. Webster 
Louis J. Baptiste 
The Law Offices of Stephen G. 
Webster LLC 
1615 Village Sq. Blvd., Ste. 5 
Tallahassee, FL 32309 
sw@swebsterlaw.net 
lb@swebsterlaw.net 
 
Stephanie Dobson Webster 
Florida Police Benevolent 
Association 
300 E. Brevard Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
stephanie@flpba.org 
 
Counsel for Respondents 

mailto:dlake@tlolawfirm.com
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Edward L. Birk 
Marks Gray, P.A. 
1200 Riverplace Blvd., 
Suite 800 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
ebirk@marksgray.com 
 
Counsel for Amicus Curiae 

 

 


