
WEISS SEROTA HELFMAN COLE & BIERMAN, P.L. 

IN THE SUPREME COURT 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

ELAINE DIAL, 

Petitioner, 

v. 

CALUSA PALMS MASTER 
ASSOCIATION, INC., 

Respondent. 

CASE NO. SC21-43 
L.T. CASE NO. 2D18-4339

UNOPPOSED CORRECTED MOTION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAR AS 
AMICI CURIAE IN SUPPORT OF RESPONDENT, CALUSA PALMS 

MASTER ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Pursuant to Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.370, the 

Florida Trucking Association (“FTA”), the Florida Chamber of 

Commerce (“Chamber”), and the Florida Justice Reform Institute (the 

“Institute”) (together, the “Proposed Amici”), hereby move unopposed 

for leave to appear as amici curiae in support of respondent, Calusa 

Palms Master Association, Inc., and file a single amicus curiae brief. 

1. The Institute is Florida’s leading organization of concerned

citizens, business owners, business leaders, doctors, and lawyers 

who seek the adoption of fair legal practices to promote predictability 

and personal responsibility in the civil justice system. Since its 
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founding, the Institute has advocated practices that build faith in 

Florida’s court system and judiciary. It represents a broad range of 

participants in the business community who share a substantial 

interest in a balanced litigation environment that treats plaintiffs and 

defendants evenhandedly. 

2. The FTA has been the trusted voice of Florida’s trucking 

and transportation industry for more than 80 years, promoting and 

protecting its interests. The Association consists of both carrier 

members (trucking companies) and supplier members (trucking 

industry partners and associated vendors). It serves as the only direct 

liaison between the trucking industry and the Florida Legislature and 

state regulatory agencies, as well as an advocate on behalf of its 

members’ interests in key litigation. 

3. The Chamber and its members have been fighting for 

greater economic opportunity and job creation since 1916. And for 

the past 100 years, the Florida Chamber has stood up for what is 

right for Florida in every corner—from the Florida Legislature to the 

Florida Cabinet, from state to federal agencies, from the court of law 

to the court of public opinion. The Chamber espouses, among other 

values, a robust free enterprise system with limited intrusion by 

government in the marketplace, fair and predictable laws and 

regulations that promote economic development and do not impose 



unreasonable costs on businesses or their customers, and a unified 

and responsible business community that acts in the long-

term interest of our state. 

4. Many of the members of the Proposed Amici are frequently 

named defendants in personal injury lawsuits brought by injured 

plaintiffs. As a result, those members frequently confront the issue 

of phantom medical damages proposed by plaintiffs who, in fact, have 

no obligation ever to pay the medical bills submitted by treating 

physicians, whether the medical treatment is provided subject to 

letters of protection or not. Those phantom damages potentially 

mislead juries not only as to the past financial harm actually suffered 

by the submitting plaintiffs, but also proposed future financial 

expenses and the determination of reasonable charges for the 

services rendered. 

5. Undersigned counsel has conferred with counsel for 

petitioner and respondent, both of whom have graciously 

indicated they have no objection to the Proposed Amici’s 

participation in these proceedings in support of respondent. 

6. Accordingly, the FTA, Chamber and Institute respectfully 

request that the Court enter an order granting them leave to appear 

as amici curiae in support of the Calusa Palms Master Association, 

Inc. 
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William W. Large (FBN 98273) 
Florida Justice Reform Institute 
210 South Monroe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 222-0170
william@fljustice.org

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward G. Guedes, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 768103 
Prim. E-Mail: eguedes@wsh-
law.com 
Sec. E-Mail: szavala@wsh-
law.com 
Weiss Serota Helfman  
Cole & Bierman, P.L. 
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd.  
Ste. 700 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Telephone:  (305) 854-0800 

Counsel for Proposed Amici 
Curiae 

By: /s/ Edward G. Guedes 
Edward G. Guedes 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that a copy of this motion was filed via e-portal on 

July 28, 2021, and will be served by the E-Portal on all counsel of 

record identified therein. 

/s/ Edward G. Guedes 
Edward G. Guedes 


