
     IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Petitioner,  

v.  

JAMES  PATRICK  WOODS,  

Respondent.  

Supreme Court  Case  
No.  SC- 

The  Florida Bar  File  
No.  2022-30,032 (9A) (OSC)   

 ______________________________/ 

PETITION  FOR  CONTEMPT  AND  ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  

The  Florida Bar,  petitioner,  pursuant  to  Rule 3-7.7(g),  petitions  the  

Supreme Court  of  Florida  to enter  an  order to show  cause why  respondent  

should  not  be  held  in contempt  of  this  Court’s  order entered in  Supreme  

Court  Case Number  SC15-1624  and  why  respondent  should not  be  

permanently  disbarred from t he  practice of  law.   In  support  of  its  Petition,  

The  Florida Bar  states:  

1.  Respondent  was  admitted  to The  Florida Bar  on  November 22,  

1996  and  is  subject  to  the jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Florida.  

2.  By  Order  dated  November  12,  2015,  respondent  received  a 

disciplinary  revocation from  the practice of  law  with  leave to seek  

readmission  after  five years  (Case  No.  SC15-1624).   A  copy  of  the  Court’s  

order dated  November 12,  2015,  is  attached  hereto as  Exhibit  "A."  

Filing # 139869446 E-Filed 12/07/2021 01:33:11 PM
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

, 1
2/

07
/2

02
1 

01
:3

4:
22

 P
M

, C
le

rk
, S

up
re

m
e 

C
ou

rt



       

          

       

     

       

           

   

      

       

          

       

          

        

          

          

      

       

       

          

         

3. The allegations resulting in respondent’s disciplinary revocation 

involved engaging in the unauthorized practice of law by consulting with 

individuals regarding a divorce while on a disciplinary suspension. Further, 

respondent admitted that he worked for several attorneys as an 

independent contractor during his suspension without filing the mandatory 

quarterly reports with The Florida Bar as required by R. Regulating Fla. Bar 

3-6.1(e). 

4. Respondent subsequently violated this Court’s order of 

disciplinary revocation by collecting funds from a client, by holding himself 

out as an attorney, and by failing to provide The Florida Bar with the 

mandatory quarterly reports as required by Rule 3-6.1(e). 

5. On or about July 13, 2021, Robert Richmond filed a complaint 

with The Florida Bar alleging that respondent was practicing law without a 

license. Mr. Richmond is a real estate broker who was negotiating with 

respondent on behalf of respondent’s “client,” Bobbie Griffith. A copy of Mr. 

Richmond’s complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit "B." 

6. Thereafter, the bar’s staff investigator interviewed Mr. 

Richmond and Ms. Griffith to obtain additional information concerning Mr. 

Richmond’s allegations. A copy of the Affidavit of Angel Taylor, staff 

investigator for The Florida Bar, dated November 29, 2021, is attached 
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hereto  as  Exhibit  "C."   A  copy  of  the  Affidavit  of  Bobbie  Griffith,  dated  

November 3,  2021,  is  attached  hereto  as  Exhibit  "D."    

7.  Approximately  four  years  ago,  Ms.  Griffith hired respondent  to 

represent  her  business  interests.   Ms.  Griffith  paid  respondent significant  

fees  to handle  a business  license matter and  a separate dispute involving  

Spatz,  a  long-time business  located in  Winter  Park,  Florida.   A  friend 

referred  Ms.  Griffith  to  respondent.   Ms. Griffith’s  friend  told her  that  

respondent  was  his  attorney,  and Ms.  Griffith  believed  that  respondent  was  

a licensed attorney.        

8.  After Ms.  Griffith  hired respondent,  Robert  Richmond  contacted  

Ms.  Griffith  concerning her  ownership  in Spatz.  Mr.  Richmond  had  a client  

who  was  interested  in purchasing the  business.   Ms.  Griffith informed Mr.  

Richmond that  she  was  represented  by  respondent  and gave Mr.  

Richmond the  contact  information for  respondent.           

9.  In  or around March  2019, Mr.  Richmond met  with  Ms.  Griffith 

and  respondent  at  a local restaurant.   When  Mr.  Richmond requested a  

business  card  from  respondent,  respondent  said  he  did  not  have any  cards  

but  provided his  email address  as  infurnalaw@infurnalaw.com.    

10.  In 2019 and early  2020, court  documents  electronically  signed 

by  Justin Infurna  were  filed  in Ms.  Griffith’s  case.   Respondent was  working 
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for  Mr.  Infurna,  who  was  ultimately  emergency  suspended  by  Court  order 

dated  December  28,  2020 (Case  No.  SC20-1834).    

11.  Neither Ms.  Griffith nor Mr.  Richmond met  Mr.  Infurna,  and both 

believed  that  respondent  was  Ms.  Griffith’s  attorney.   In  the Spatz  matter,  

respondent  negotiated with Mr.  Richmond  for several  years  on Ms.  Griffith’s 

behalf.   Respondent  consistently  held himself  out  as  Ms.  Griffith’s  attorney.  

12.  In the  summer  of  2021,  Ms.  Griffith was  unable to  get  in  contact  

with respondent.  Ms.  Griffith’s son  checked The  Florida  Bar’s  website  and 

learned  that  respondent was  not  eligible to  practice  law.   Ms.  Griffith  

confronted respondent  by  text,  and  he  never  responded.    

13.  Ms.  Griffith  immediately  informed  Mr.  Richmond that  

respondent  was  not  a licensed  attorney.   Mr.  Richmond confronted 

respondent  in  a voicemail or text  about  not  being  a  licensed  attorney.  

Respondent  then  blocked Mr.  Richmond’s  phone  number.        

14.  Respondent  worked as  a  paralegal for  Justin Infurna/Infurna 

Law  from  2016  until  December  2020.   Respondent  failed  to comply  with  

Rule  3-6.1 because  he failed  to provide  The Florida  Bar with the  mandatory  

quarterly  reports  as  required by  Rule  3-6.1(e)  after  June  30,  2017.   A copy  

of  the  Affidavit  of  Melissa Mara,  dated November 29,  2021,  is  attached  

hereto  as  Exhibit  "E."            
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15.  The  above conduct  describes  a  distinct  pattern  of  failure  to 

abide by  the  orders  of  this  Court.   Clear violation of  any  order or  disciplinary  

status  that  denies  an attorney  the license to  practice  law  generally  is  

punishable by  disbarment,  absent  strong extenuating  circumstances.   See  

The  Florida Bar  v.  Norkin,  183  So.  3d 1018 (Fla.  2015) [Norkin  failed to  

notify  clients  and judges  of  his  suspension  pursuant  to Rule 3-5.1(h)  and  

continued  to  represent  clients  after his  suspension.];  The  Florida  Bar  v.  

Bitterman,  33  So.  3d 686  (Fla.  2010)  [Bitterman  misrepresented her status  

as  an attorney  by  using  her Florida bar  card to identify  herself  as  an 

attorney  after the  effective date  of  her suspension.   The Court  found  that  

those to whom  she presented  her  bar  card were  “harmed  by  attorney’s  

deceit.”];  and  The  Florida Bar v.  Walkden,  950 So.  2d  407 (Fla.  2007) 

[While suspended,  Walkden  failed  to  notify  judges,  opposing counsel,  and  

his  remaining  clients  of  his  suspension,  he  attended and participated in  an  

evidentiary  hearing,  and he used  law  firm  letterhead  referring to  himself  as  

“Esq.”].   

16.  Enhanced discipline is  appropriate for  respondent’s  failure  to  

comply  with the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Court’s  disciplinary  revocation 

order.   Thus,  it  is  appropriate that  respondent  be  disbarred permanently  

from t he  practice  of  law.   
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17.  The  other members  of  The Florida Bar should  not  have  to  pay  

for respondent’s  noncompliance  with  this  Court’s  order  and the  instant  

proceeding.   Therefore,  the  bar  is  requesting administrative costs  of  

$1,250.00  against  respondent.   

WHEREFORE,  The  Florida  Bar  respectfully  requests  this  Honorable  

Court  enter  an  order compelling  James  Patrick  Woods  to  show  cause  why  

he should  not  be  held in  contempt  of  this  Court’s  Order  and permanently  

disbarred from t he  practice  of  law  and  have  the  costs  of  this  proceeding  

assessed  against  him.   

 

Respectfully  submitted,  

DANIEL JAMES QUINN 
Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625 
Orlando, Florida 32801 
(407) 425-5424 
Florida Bar No. 122435 
dquinn@floridabar.org 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF  SERVICE  

I certify that this document has been E-filed with The Honorable John 
A. Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida; with copies provided 
to James Patrick Woods, by United States Mail, Certified Mail No. 9414 
7266 9904 2965 0431 34, return receipt requested, to his record bar 
address, 1416 East Concord Street, Orlando, Florida 32803; to an alternate 
known address of 540 Village Place, Apartment 212, Longwood, Florida 
32779, by United States Mail, Certified Mail No. 9414 7266 9904 2965 
0431 41, return receipt requested, and to his record bar email address, 
jameswoods407@gmail.com; and a copy provided via email only to Staff 
Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399, at psavitz@floridabar.org; on this 7th day of December, 2021. 

Daniel James Quinn, Bar Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND DESIGNATION OF PRIMARY EMAIL 
ADDRESS 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Daniel 
James Quinn, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number, and 
primary email address are The Florida Bar, 1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625, 
Orlando, Florida 32801, (407) 425-5424, and dquinn@floridabar.org, 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address pleadings, 
correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and 
Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32399, psavitz@floridabar.org. 
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