
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
(Before a Referee)

THE500R10& SAE, Supreme Court Case
No. SC21-1290

ComplaiMWht
The Florida Bar File

v. No. 2020-30,338 (9A)

RICHARD LEE BREWSTER,
e
:z

8 Respondent.

5 CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEAPOR CONSENT JUDGMENT

COMERNOW the andersigned responde Ribhard Lee Brewster,

ed fifM th s 4013diNnal GUÏlly Plen egisq$Wt 10 Rgle offhe NU)ë$

Regulatlhg The Florida Bar.

1. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned herein was, a

mentber of The Florida Bar, subject to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

of Florida.

Ng$gen@nt it gcjiny ftgely d vóIuntgfily in this maner and

tertders thiePIda withøüt fear drthigat chandibn. Respondent is

represented in this matter.

3. As to The3 Florida Bar File No. 2020-30,338 (9A), there was a

finding of probable cause.



4. Thesdisciplinaywneasures to be4mposedhukonrespondent me

asfõ¾ws:

A. A 45-day suspension from the practice of law.

Respondent shall eliminate all indicia of respondent's status as an attomey

on entail, social media,, telephone listings, stationery, checks, business

eands offibe signs ;or any otherindicia of resporidentkstatus as an attorney,

whatsoevet art4

Wyr upgffhg $1$c k[iNRÿ d$inin M (BA

& ÏRespëndent äøkriõmiledges that, unless waived or modified by

the Coud on motion of respondent, the court order will contain a provision

that prohibits respondent from accepting new business from the date of the

order or opirfian and shall provide that the suspension is effective 30 days

f@inghøiefe #Nh50tdW6r äphidñ tháhe ðñdønt inay 4Ieeknut th4

ptanfitsuøf ÏäW¼ridpintentsøinternatof existing aliénts

4. The fbitowing allegatibns provide time basis fur respondent's

guilty plea and for the discipline to be imposed in this matter:

A. Seacoast National Bank was selling bank-owned

comrhercial real estate to a developer, UP Development LLC, who was

represented by respondent.. The contract for sale.required the buyer, UP

Development LUG t0submitaa$1;û0,0ûû 60deposit paymerit to annscrow
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agent selected by the buyer. According to the contract, the deposit would

eventually become non-refundable as the deal progressed.

B. On June te, 2010Pafter the depesitwas due, the law firm

forBWe®àgtNgtigitäî BaM4mgiled thehinkerand egg "Cah yeRplegs.e

4dVi54 the titl@ntÑBisntithg4ht føF tf10 RBh$35tind Adepasit JMbe

amount ofbQ0 QQR0D was due on 4/29/tS. May we please get an escrow

verification?" Respondent, who was with the owner of UP Development,

LLC, in a construction trailer on undeveloped property belonging to the

owner, replied by email stating, "I have the deposit check. Johnson Real

E$tath IAW PA is th¾atitl4/50t(gthehtäge‰ We uñdetntend Seaceast

would like to closéhy JuneSQ1h, and we arewrking hard fo make that

happen?

C. Respontlent $id rïot possess the depost checkwhen he

sent the e-rnail. The owner of UP Development, LLC, told respondent the

check was in the owner's car in the parking lot, and he instructed

respondent to send the email saying respondent had the check and

Johnson Real Estate Law PA, is the title/settlement agent.

I1 Af¼gr‡eeporfdenf sent(Meogrpsil tg thø Jawyer før

ngnchântNãtibrinjBank, he endthø nWüñr W Wd dut5Ns the Rhilet The

owner handed respondent some papers and envelopes and said the
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deposit check was in one of the envelopea. Respondent never saw the

deposit chuck that day. The owner pulled art envelope out of the stack of

papers he häd liáW d respondent ønd feld re5pondWnt that he Wes going

to Wirë the deposit thstead. The owner also told respondent he was gbing

to consider using two other law firms as title/settlement agents.

E. Respondent never sent an email or other communication

to the lawyer for Seacoast National Bank correcting or updating the

infomãf[0ri he had sWlier sentbn June tQ, 20âk, about respondent häving

the depdsitWheckend JongsdRReál Estate Láw; PA beirfg the

titletsettlement agent.

F. In the summer of 2019, Johnson Reál Estate Law, PA

inforrned respondent that they did not have UP Development's deposit.

Respondent did not advise the lawyer for Seacoast National Bank that no

deposit had heen made tò Johnson Real Estate Law, PA.

G. In September 2010, according to the contract, the full

$100 D0.00 deposit would have become nonrefundable. Iri October 2019,

Seacðast fsistichäl Bank and its fawyer discevered tha Tió deposit had

been delivered to Johnson Real Estate Law, PA, and that no deposit had

been made by UP Development LLC to any title/settlement agent. The

deal to buy the property did not close.
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7. The following rules provide the basis for respondent's guilty

plea and for the discipline to be imposed in this matter:

A. 3-4.3 Misconduct and Minor Misconduct. The standards

of jet f9$siehal conduct required of members of the bar are not limited to

the obs#Nance ofstes gnR evoidance of prohibited actsyand the

enumeration ofeedain categades ofnfiscondent as±constikiting grounds for

discipline are rietall-inclusive nor is the failure to specify any particular act

of rnisconduct be construed as tolerance of the act of misconduct The

cornmission by a lawyer of any act that is unlawful or contrary to honesty

and justice rnay constitute a cause for discipline whether the act is

committed in the course of the lawyer's relations 3as a lawyer or otherwise,

whether committed wifhtn F1odda or'outside the state of Rorida arid

Whe her the ain13 a feløñy 60 a ndsdensâ1100

& 4-4 1 Transãctions with Persons Other than Clients;

Truthfulness in Statements to Others. In the course of representing a clierit

a lawyer shall not knowingly: (a) make a false statement of material fact or

law to a third person; or (b) fail to disclose a material fact to a third person

When ni$g!@Wø Igrte@gsagtg avoid aspsting a cri iï1al ar fraMulerit act

by a client, unless disclosure is prohibited by rule 4&6.
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& Thetar agrees to dismiss the felowing alleged ruletiolstións:

442%) Czimhal er Fragdgenkconduct; &84(s)Misconduct and 44.4(0)

ÑlinnWdWh N04$WIWG$ hM5 thnihWÁú4A j$nUtbisMank ssphistigated real

etWin 22Miggikit Wbgredhe‡øMtáä i lbdingpthe owner of UP

Development, LLC, sometimes dealt directly with each other about the

transaction without lawyers and he believed that the seller would be

informed of the deposit by his client. While respondent should have

cdnêsted (170 jhäWGupste inf6tination in his JIlife 10 2049 email, respondent

5tgtgs 189t£4 Wáñ@øWhe (Nãthisdihut had mgde sn0 deposit to any

ttl¼tesärsw agentmnSI GWidber20% when the deal idl threagh

9. The folrowing nfitigation is applicable in this rnatter:

A. Absence of a prior disciplinary record. [Standard

3;3( )(1)j.

B. Absence of a dishonest or selfish motive. The matter

involves a commercial real estate fegal transaction with sophisticated

pañies whmsomdimes commanticatedxdirectlywit eanbr6ther w thëut

attorney involvement, which resulted in respondent not having personal

knowledge of all actions or inactions of his clierit. [Standard 3.3(b)(2)].

C. Full and free disclosure to the bar or cooperative attitude

toward the proceedings. [Standard 3.3(b)(5)].
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D. Inexperiencein the practice of law. Respondentwas

admitted to The Florida Bar in 2013, and a s.igriificant amount of time after

his 2005 graduation from law school has been spent in active military

sentice, [$tandard 3.3(b)(6)].

Character or reputation. RR@50dent find à4ishñQWiphed

rnifitary career in the United StatesRayy, wisere he*&amed ten years in

active sewise in addiffen to sewice in the reserves He received the

National DefensetServiesMedef (2) Navy and Ma ine CorpstAdhìevement

Medal (2), and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, and

retired at the rank of lieutenant commander. Since his retirement from the

Navy, he hast also been involved in the United States Coast Guard

Auxfitary. jStandard 3 3 ÞW¶‰

F, Physic$ ¤rtnental disability or frapairment Reggøndent

Mâ4 v619454¼415ti$$f de iÈWW dÏG$4 ChW5

service-connected, ànd he has a 100% Veteráng Adrhiriistráfidn semice-

connected disability rating. [Standard 3.3(b)(8)].

G. Remorse. [Standard 3.3(b)(12)].

10. The Ploride Bar has approved this proposed plea in the manner

7



11. If this plea is not finally approved by the referee and the

$ gemp Guypt dfBQ$da, the It Whal) be áf effect and may not he used

by the parties in any way.

12. Ifthin ]$lsa ls approved thenrespondent agyeesio pay all

reasona e costsGassociated with this case pursuant to Rule 3-7.6(4) in the

arnount of $2,183.50. These costs are due within 30 days of the court

orden Respondent agrees that if the costs are not paid within 30 days of

this court's order becoming final, responderit shall pay interest on any

uhealid45$15 tthánthM4fptáfe Respondentfurtheragrees not to

attempt to dischargedhe÷éNigation for payment of the Bah oosts in shy

fufore preneedings, inelhding but not Ilmited fe, a pé‡ftigh igy bg rupig

Responderit shall be deemed delinquent entf ineÑsible fo pi'actice law

pursuant to Rule 1-3.6 if the cost judgment is not satisfied within 30 days of

the final court order, unless deferred by the Board of Governors of The

Florida Bar.

f3ï Reypgndgn nøgledges thw@[lgäfingtø pg th&costs of

this Moggg 0gg00%#1 pMynight is evidenset øf 5Wint comptiance with the

nónditiøøahfaripdi$5iplinary prder or agreement and15 also evidence of

goodfaith arrd fiscairesponsibility. Respondent understartds theffailtire to

pay the costs of this proceeding may reflect adversely on any reinstatement
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proneediings4rany dher har disciplinary matterlin whichrespondent is

involved.

14. This Conditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment fully

complies with all requirements of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.

Dated this day of January, 2022.

R[G E BREWSTER

1089 West Morse Boulevard, Guite B
Winter Park, Florida 32789
407-269-8934
Florida Bar ID No. 107828
lee@brewsterpa.com

Dated this day of January, 2022.

WAN$ÈNWILLIAl LINDSEY
Gourisel fur Respondent
1150 Louisiana Avenue, Suite 2
Winter Park, Florida 32789
407-644-4044
Florida Bar ID No.299111
warren@warrenlindseylaw.com
dee@warrenJindseylaw.com

Daterl this 18th day of January 2022..
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DANIEL JAMES QUlNN
Bar Counsel
The Florida Bar
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625
Orlando, Florida 32801
407-425-5424
Florida Bar ID No. 122435
dquinn@floridabar.orq
orlandooffice@floridabar.orq
kperaza@floridabar.orq
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