
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case 
No. SC-

Complainant, 
The Florida Bar File 

v. No. 2020-70,122 (11A) 

SCOTT RICHARD DININ, 

Respondent. 

_________________________/ 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF UNCONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA FOR 
CONSENT JUDGMENT 

COMES NOW, The Florida Bar, by and through undersigned counsel, and 

respectfully requests this Court approve the Unconditional Guilty Plea for Consent 

Judgment filed and attached as Exhibit A and states: 

1. Respondent is and was at all times mentioned herein a member of The 

Florida Bar admitted on October 23, 1996, and is subject to the jurisdiction of the 

Supreme Court of Florida. 

2. Respondent tendered an Unconditional Guilty Plea for Consent 

Judgment in this case prior to the filing of a formal complaint with the Supreme 

Court of Florida. 

3. Pursuant to Rule 3-7.9 of the Rules of Discipline of The Florida Bar, 

the Unconditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment has been approved by The 

Florida Bar. 
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    4. The Bar’s Statement of Costs is being filed with this petition. 

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar respectfully requests that the 

Unconditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment be accepted, the proposed 

discipline be imposed, and the Bar be awarded costs. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Keri T. Joseph, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Miami Branch Office 
444 Brickell Avenue 
Rivergate Plaza, Suite M-100 
Miami, Florida 33131-2404 
(305) 377-4445 
Florida Bar No. 84373 
kjoseph@floridabar.org 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this document has been E-Filed with The Honorable John A. 
Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida; with copies to Kevin P. Tynan, 
Attorney for Respondent, via email at ktynan@rtlawoffice.com; and to Herman J. 
Russomanno, III, Attorney for Respondent, via email at 
herman2@russomanno.com; and to Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Staff Counsel, The 
Florida Bar, via email at psavitz@floridabar.org, on this 19th day of June, 2020. 

Keri T. Joseph, Bar Counsel 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case 
No. SC-

Complainant, 
The Florida Bar File 

V. No. 2020-70,122 (1 lA) 

SCOTT RICHARD DININ, 

Respondent. 

-------------------'! 

UNCONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA FOR CONSENT JUDGMENT 

Respondent, Scott Richard Dinin, files this Unconditional Guilty Plea and 

Consent Judgment for Discipline pursuant to Rule 3-7.9 of the Rules Regulating 

The Florida Bar. 

1. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned herein was, a member o

The Florida Bar, subject to the 1urisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

2. Respondent is 53 years old and was admitted to the Florida Bar o

October 23, 1996. He has no prior discipline. 

f 

n 

3. Respondent is currently the subject of a Florida Bar disciplinary 

matter, which has been assigned The Florida Bar File No. 2020-70,122 (1 lA). 

4. As to file number The Florida Bar File No. 2020-70,122 (1 lA), 

respondent waives the right to a probable cause hearing before a grievance 

committee and stipulates to a finding of probable cause in reference to this matter. 

Exhibit A



5. The disciplinary measures to be imposed upon respondent are as 

follows: 

A. Eighteen ( 18) month suspension; and 

B. Payment of the Bar Disciplinary Costs m the amom1t of 

$1,250.00. 

6. Respondent acknowledges that, unless waived or modified by the 

Court on motion of respondent, the court order will contain a provision that 

prohibits respondent from accepting new business from the date of the order or 

opinion and shall provide that the suspension is effective 30 days from the date of 

the order or opinion so that respondent may close out the practice of law and 

protect the interest of existing clients. 

7. The following allegations and rules provide the basis for respondent's 

guilty plea and for the discipline to be imposed in this matter: 

A. Respondent represented Johnson, a hearing-impaired person, in 

a two-count complaint against two defendants in the Southern District of 

Florida. See Johnson v. Ocaris Management Group Inc. ("Ocaris ') and 

Johnson v. 27th Avenue Cara/, Inc. ("Cara/'). 

B. These two cases were two of twenty-six (26) similar ADA 

cases brought by Johnson in the Southern District against gas station owners 

in Miami-Dade and Broward counties. 
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C. The cases were against gas station owners for their failure to 

provide closed captions or a similar capability to permit the hearing impaired 

to understand the entertainment and news content programming at gas 

pumps pursuant to Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 

Florida Statute section 768, the Florida Civil Rights Act. 

D. On May 9, 2019, the trial court held a hearing on Respondent's 

Motion for Entry of Final Default Judgment in the Ocaris case. 

E. As a result of the May 9, 2019, hearing, the trial court found 

Respondent and Johnson filed frivolous claims for damages under the 

Florida Civil Rights Act to which both were aware they had not exhausted 

adminstrative remedies. 

F. The trial court also found that Respondent had submitted 

unverifiable and excessive billable time in both cases and found, based upon 

settlement agreements entered on previous cases, that Respondent split his 

fees with his non-lawyer client, Johnson. 

G. The Motion for Entry of Final Default Judgment in Ocaris was 

denied. 

H. An Order to Show Cause was issued for Respondent and 

Johnson to appear at an evidentiary hearing to show cause why sanctions 

should not be imposed in the Ocaris and Cara/ cases. 
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I. The trial court also ordered Respondent and Johnson to produce 

various documents from not only the gas pump cases, but also from their 

other ADA cases, which the trial comi found that Respondent claimed fees 

from the court far in excess of what is reasonable to pe1fonn tasks. 

J. The trial court found Respondent initially misrepresented his 

legal qualifications to the comi to justify his billing rate. 

K. However, Respondent later represented through counsel that 

although he had been admitted to the Bar in 1996, he did not begin the 

practice of law until 2008, when he began his law practice as a sole 

practitioner, and he had his first ADA case in 2012. 

L. At the show cause hearing, Respondent acknowledged his 

ethical transgressions. 

M. At the show cause hearing, the trial comi detennined that 

sanctions were waffanted and dismissed the Ocaris and Caref cases with 

prejudice. 

N. Respondent and Johnson were monetarily sanctioned and 

enjoined from filing further ADA matters. 

0. Both Respondent and Johnson's sanction included 

disgorgement of all fees and costs recovered in each of the gas pump cases 
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and payment of a penalty equal to the total amount to be disgorged in the gas 

pump cases. 

P. Sanctions were later modified to reqmre Respondent pay a 

penalty of $23,000 to either the Clerk of Court or a non-profit organization 

such as the Disability Independence Group Inc., perform fifty (50) 

community service hours per year for three years for the Disability 

Independence Group, Inc. or a similar entity subject to court approval, file a 

report of service hours performed with the court every six months, and file a 

notice of the court's sanction in every ADA case filed in the last twenty-four 

(24) months, rather than in every case pending in federal court. 

Q. Respondent submits that prior to the above referenced sanction 

order, the he voluntarily took the following affinnative steps to remediate 

his prior actions and to begin the rehabilitation process: 

1. Voluntary withdrawal of the Carafe Motion for Default which had not 
yet been resolved. 

2. Amended all outstanding complaints where the 2nd count was based 
on a FCRA claim. 

3. Brought all Johnson suits to settlement or executed a voluntary 
withdrawal of same. 

4. Retained ethics counsel to ensure that he took all appropriate 
remediation and rehabilitation steps. 
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5. Retained the Bar's Diversion/Discipline Consultation Services 
("DDCS"), underwent a two-day in person review by DDCS and 
adopted all of DDCS's recommendations. 

6. On advice from DDCS, entered into an 18-month long contract with 
Bianca Moreiras & Associates for law firm management consultation 
to guide his firm through 2020 and provide executive level coaching 
to Respondent to improve his professionalism and management skills. 

7. Implemented new technology to improve quality controls and 
efficiency to improve accounting, workflow management and 
documentation. 

8. In addition to the foregoing, he restructured his law practice and hired 
a seasoned practitioner of over 16 years, as his managing partner to 
oversee and ensure that all of the firm's litigation cases are handled 
professionally and ethically. As an additional measure, all drafting 
completed by Respondent, whether correspondence or comi pleading, 
is reviewed by the managing partner prior to its service. 

9. Respondent has completed 75 CLE hours since May 20, 2019, with a 
focus on office procedures, ethics, employee supervision and law firm 
management. 

10. Lastly, Respondent has disassociated himself from all legal work 
related to Mr. Johnson to avoid even the appearance of impropriety 
and has stopped taking legal work in the A.D.A. field. 

R. By reason of the foregoing facts, Respondent admits that he 

violated the following Rules Regulating The Florida Bar: 3-4.3 (Misconduct 

And Minor Misconduct), , 4-1.1 (Competence), 4-l.5(a) (Fees And Costs 

For Legal Services); 4-3.l (Meritorious Claims And Contentions); 4-3.3(a) 

(Candor Toward The Tribunal); 4-5.4 (a) (Sharing Fees With Nonlawyers); 

4-8.4 (c)-(d) (Misconduct). 
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8. Respondent offers the following factors in mitigation: 

A. 9 .32( a) absence of a prior disciplinary record; 

B. 9.32(d) timely good faith effort to make restitution or to rectify 

consequences of misconduct (See paragraph Q above); 

C. 9.32(e) full and free disclosure to disciplinary board or cooperative 

attitude toward proceedings; 

D. 9.32 (g) interim rehabilitation (see paragraph Q above); 

E. 9.32 (i) imposition of other penalties or sanctions (financial and 

injunctive relief ordered by the trial court); 

F. 9.32(/) remorse. 

9. Respondent agrees that this Unconditional Guilty Plea and Consent 

Judgment for Discipline and every factual admission contained herein, specifically 

the admission set forth in paragraph seven, shall have full force and effect 
i 

regardless of any subsequent recommendations or action taken with respect to the I 
1 

terms of discipline offered by Respondent pursuant to this Consent Judgment for I 
.... 

Discipline. 

10. Respondent recognizes that the disciplinary sanction to be imposed 

will ultimately be determined by the Florida Supreme Court, which will not be 

bound to follow the recommendations of either The Florida Bar or the Referee in 

these proceedings. 
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11. The Florida Bar has approved this proposed plea in the manner 

required by Rule 3-7.9. 

12. Respondent agrees to eliminate all indicia of respondent's status as an 

attorney on social media, telephone listings, stationery, checks, business cards 

office signs or any other indicia of respondent's status as an attorney, whatsoever. 

Respondent will no longer hold himself out as a licensed attorney until otherwise 

reinstated to the practice of law. 

13. If this plea is approved, then Respondent agrees to pay all reasonable 

costs associated with this case pursuant to Rule 3-7 .6( q), in the amount of 

$1,250.00 as follows: 

Administrative fee 
Rule 3-7 .6( o )(1 )(I) ........................................... $ 1,250.00 

TOTAL 1,250.00 ························ .. ··················$ 
These costs are due within 30 days of the court order. Respondent agrees 

that if the costs are not paid within 30 days of this court's order becoming final, 

Respondent shall pay interest on any unpaid costs at the statutory rate. Respondent 

further agrees not to attempt to discharge the obligation for payment of the Bar's 

costs in any future proceedings, including but not limited to, a petition for 

bankruptcy. Respondent shall be deemed delinquent and ineligible to practice law 

pursuant to Rule 1-3.6 if the cost judgment is not satisfied within 30 days of the 

final court order, unless deferred by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar. 
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espondent 

14. Respondent acknowledges the obligation to pay the costs of this 

proceeding and that payment is evidence of strict compliance with the conditions 

of any disciplinary order or agreement, and is also evidence of good faith and fiscal 

responsibility. Respondent understands that failure to pay the costs of this 

proceeding or restitution may reflect adversely on any reinstatement proceedings 

or any other bar disciplinary matter in which Respondent is involved. 

15. Respondent, who is represented by counsel in this matter, 

acknowledges that this document is tendered freely, voluntarily and without fear, 

threat or coercion. 

16. This Unconditional Guilty Plea for Consent Judgment for Discipline 

fully complies with all requirements of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar. 

Dated this / di day of May, 2020. 

4200 NW 7th Ave 
Miami, FL 331617492 
786/431-1333 
Florida Bar ID No.: 97780 
inbox@dininlawgroup.com 
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h·h 
Dated this _ti-_ day of May, 2020. 

Kevi P Tynan 
Counsel for Respondent 
8142 N University Dr 
Tamarac, FL 33321 1708 
954/721-7300 
Florida Bar ID No.: 710822 
kt nan 

Dated this jJ__ day of May, 2020. 

Herman J. Russomanno III, Esq. 
Counsel for Respondent 
Museum Tower - Penthouse 2800 
150 West Flagler Street 
Miami, Florida 33130 
305-373-2101 
Florida Bar ID No.: 21249 
hennan2@russomanno.com 

Dated this _ _ day of May, 2020. T 
Keri T. Joseph, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Miami Branch Office 
444 Brickell A venue 
Rivergate Plaza, Suite M-100 
Miami, Florida 33131-2404 
(305) 377-4445 
Florida Bar ID No. 84373 
kjoseph@floridabar.org 
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