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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES
REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR
 – BIENNIAL REPORT

CASE NO. SC20-

PETITION TO AMEND THE RULES REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR 

The Florida Bar (the bar) petitions this Court for an order amending the 
Rules Regulating the Florida Bar and states:

Jurisdictional Statement

This petition has been authorized by the Board of Governors of The Florida 
Bar (Board of Governors) under R. Reg. Fla. Bar 1-12.1.

Organization of Amendments

The bar proposes new rules or amendments to existing rules as indicated in 
the listing that follows.  This section provides information regarding development 
of these rules proposals as required by Part III of this Court’s administrative order 
number AOSC 06-14 of June 14, 2006 in In Re: Guidelines for Rules Submissions.  
Each entry provides the following information:  an explanation of each 
amendment; the reasons for each recommended change; the sources of each 
proposal; the names of groups or individuals who commented or collaborated on a 
proposal during its development; voting records of pertinent committees and the 
Board of Governors; and dissenting views within the Board of Governors, if any, 
regarding each submission.

Amendments

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL
SUBCHAPTER 1-3 MEMBERSHIP
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RULE 1-3.2 MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS
Explanation:  Within subdivisions (a)(1) and (a)(2), adds disbarred and 

revoked.
Reasons:  Disciplinary revocation as a form of disbarment and disbarment 

are not currently reflected in the rule, but are necessary to accurately indicate 
which members are considered in good standing.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020. 
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis on February 19, 

2020.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

February 27, 2020.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 

May 14, 2020.
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 

objection on June 17, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 1-3 MEMBERSHIP
RULE 1-3.6  DELINQUENT MEMBERS

Explanation:  Adds new subdivision (g) that failure to file a trust account 
certificate causes a bar member to be deemed delinquent to clarify that members 
become delinquent when they fail to complete an annual trust account certificate as 
required by chapter 5 of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.

Reasons:  This Court issued an opinion in another case that held that a bar 
member who fails to file a trust account certificate is deemed a delinquent member.  
In re Amendments to the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar (Biennial Report), 167 
So.3d 412 (Fla. 2015).  This amendment is proposed to reference the trust account 
certificate delinquency in R. Regulating Fla. Bar 1-3.6, which lists various types of 
delinquency.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 4-0 with amendments to 
final paragraph on May 23, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
July 2, 2019. 

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on a procedural basis on July 8, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 

July 18, 2019.
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Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on September 20, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 1-3 MEMBERSHIP
RULE 1-3.8  RIGHT TO INVENTORY

Explanation:  Adds to subdivision (b) that an inventory lawyer may seek a 
protective order for the files to be inventoried, clarifies subdivision (c), eliminates 
subdivision (d) incorporating the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure as unnecessary, 
and adds new subdivision (e) that the bar may pay inventory attorneys for their 
services if certain parameters are met.

Reasons:  Amendments to subdivision (b) assist with maintaining 
confidentiality of information in the files to be inventoried.  Amendments to 
subdivision (c) clarify that the inventory lawyer does not represent the lawyer 
whose files are being inventoried or that lawyer’s clients and explains the duties of 
an inventory lawyer in greater detail.  The amendment to subdivision (e) is 
recommended by the Chief Branch Disciplinary Counsels and Disciplinary 
Procedure Committee to assist in finding inventory lawyers for the files of lawyers 
who are deceased, disbarred, or suspended for a lengthy period or are incarcerated 
or incapacitated.  It provides that inventory lawyers may be paid for their services.  
The language on payment is general to include probate proceedings or discipline 
investigation if funds are available for inventory lawyer payment from sources 
other than the bar.  The amendment also allows the bar the option of allocating 
funds to pay some amount to inventory lawyers if funds are allocated for this 
purpose in the bar’s future budgets.  A bar staff memorandum dated April 1, 2019 
to the Disciplinary Procedures Committee providing a summary of the proposal’s 
history, comparison with other states, and a November 30, 2017 letter from the 
bar’s Real Property Probate and Trust Law Section regarding payment of inventory 
attorneys from a deceased lawyer’s estate are in Appendix D, pp. D2 through D-
58.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 7-0 on May 17, 2018. 
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on procedural basis with non-

substantive edits on July 26, 2018.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 8-0 on a strategic basis on 

October 11, 2018.   
 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved additional amendments 

4-0 on May 23, 2019.
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 Budget committee approved the significant fiscal impact on May 23, 
2019. 

 Rules Committee approved 5-0 with amendments on a procedural 
basis on July 8, 2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 1-7 MEMBERSHIP FEES AND FISCAL CONTROL
RULE 1-7.3 MEMBERSHIP FEES

Explanation:  Within subdivision (a), adds “revoked.”
Reasons:  Disciplinary revocation is a form of disbarment that is not 

currently reflected in the rule, but is necessary to reflect that form of disbarment 
that is permissible under the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020.
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis on February 19, 

2020.
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

February 27, 2020.
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 

May 14, 2020.
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 

objection on June 17, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 1-12 AMENDMENTS
RULE 1-12.1 AMENDMENT TO RULES; AUTHORITY; NOTICE; 
PROCEDURES; COMMENTS

Explanation:  Within subdivision (f), clarifies that amendments to Rules 
Regulating The Florida Bar filed by 50 members of the bar in good standing must 
be filed with the bar’s executive director at least 90 days before the petition is filed 
with this Court.

Reasons:  The change clarifies that the 90-day time period is a minimum 
time period for amendments to be provided to the bar before filing and clarifies 
that the amendments must be filed with the bar’s executive director.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on substantive and procedural basis on 
July 8, 2019.  
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 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 
July 18, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 
on August 21, 2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 
December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 1-13 TIME
RULE 1-13.1 TIME

Explanation:  Within subdivision (b), removes e-mail from the additional 5 
days for mailing time.

Reasons:  This Court amended Fla. R. Jud. Admin. 2.514 to remove the 
additional mailing time for e-mail, stating “Email, unlike postal mail, is now nearly 
instantaneous and no additional time should be permitted for responses to 
documents served by e-mail.”  In re: Amendments to the Florida Rules of Civil 
Procedure, the Florida Rules of Judicial Administration, the Florida Rules of 
Criminal Procedure, and the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure—Electronic 
Service, 102 So.3d 451 (Fla. 2018).  The amendments conform rule 1-13.1 to Fla. 
Rule Jud. Admin. 2.514.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action:

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020.
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis with edits on 

February 19, 2020.
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

February 27, 2020.
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 

May 14, 2020.
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 

objection on June 17, 2020.

CHAPTER 3 RULES OF DISCIPLINE
SUBCHAPTER 3-5 TYPES OF DISCIPLINE
RULE 3-5.2 EMERGENCY SUSPENSION AND INTERIM PROBATION 
OR INTERIM PLACEMENT ON THE INACTIVE LIST FOR 
INCAPACITY NOT RELATED TO MISCONDUCT

Explanation: Within subdivision (g), adds an exception when the bar has 
demonstrated through hearing or trial the likelihood of prevailing on the merits on 
underlying rule violations. 



In Re Amendments to the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar – Biennial Report 2020 SC20-
October 5, 2020 Page 6

Reasons:  The Florida Bar filed an emergency suspension in The Florida 
Bar v. Ashley Ann Krapacs, Case number SC19-277 and conducted a hearing on 
the matter.  The report of referee found respondent guilty of all rule violations and 
recommended a 2-year suspension.  The referee did not dissolve the emergency 
suspension.  Both parties sought review.  The respondent then filed a motion to 
dissolve the emergency suspension.  Pursuant to rule, this Court forwarded the 
motion to a referee for the motion to be heard within 7 days.  The bar filed a 
motion to strike since the bar had already conducted a final hearing in the matter 
and demonstrated a likelihood of prevailing on the merits on any of the underlying 
Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, but this Court denied the motion to strike.  The 
rule as written allows for the respondent to move at any time for a dissolution 
which wastes court resources when the bar has already demonstrated the likelihood 
of prevailing on the merits of the case.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 5-0 on a substantive 
basis on December 5, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 with style changes on December 10, 
2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
November 5, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 15-0 on strategic basis on 
January 30, 2020.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on June 17, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 3-6 EMPLOYMENT OF CERTAIN ATTORNEYS OR 
FORMER ATTORNEYS
RULE 3-6.1 GENERALLY

Explanation:  Within subdivisions (a) and (b), adds lawyers on the inactive 
list due to incapacity to members subject to the rule.

Reasons:  The bar often investigates disciplinary cases that are a 
manifestation of either a lawyer’s physical or mental health condition who would 
be subject to discipline if they were not placed in inactive status due to incapacity.  
In order to be removed from the incapacity list, a lawyer must prove rehabilitation 
under the same rule as a suspended attorney, R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.10.  
Lawyers who are inactive due to incapacity are ineligible to practice law and, if 
employed by a law firm, should be subject to the same restrictions as a lawyer who 
is suspended or disbarred to protect the public.  Additionally, this exact issue has 
arisen in reinstatement proceedings where lawyers who are on the inactive list due 
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to incapacity have been working in a law office, but are not subject to the rule as 
written.  Bar staff therefore recommends that lawyers who are on the inactive list 
due to incapacity be subject to this rule.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 6-0 on July 18, 2019.
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined with de minimus impact 

on August 21, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.  
 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on October 1, 2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 3-7 PROCEDURES
RULE 3-7.1 CONFIDENTIALITY

Explanation:  Within subdivision (j), adds judges and justices.
Reasons:  The Judicial Wellness Program Committee of the Circuit Judges 

Conference requests this amendment to encourage judges and justices to seek 
treatment for chemical dependence and mental health issues.  The Judicial 
Wellness Program Committee of the Circuit Judges Conference request and 
comments in support by the Conference of Circuit Court Judges of Florida, 
Executive Board of the Circuit Court Judges of Florida, and Conference of County 
Court Judges of Florida are in Appendix D, pp. D-59 through D-63.

Source:  Judicial Wellness Program Committee of the Circuit Judges 
Conference

Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 
 Judicial Wellness Program Committee of the Circuit Judges 

Conference approved 10-0 by electronic vote on March 25, 2020.  
 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 5-1 on May 6, 2020.  
 Rules Committee approved 8-0 on procedural basis with styled edits 

on May 27, 2020.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 

on June 5, 2020.    
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 18-0 on a strategic basis on 

June 16, 2020.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote with 1 objection 

and voting by unanimous vote to waive first reading on June 17, 2020.
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SUBCHAPTER 3-7 PROCEDURES
RULE 3-7.7 PROCEDURES BEFORE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

Explanation:  Within subdivisions (a)(2) and (3), changes “resignation” to 
“revocation.”

Reasons:  A bar member requested that the bar review this rule to determine 
whether the term “resignation” should be changed to “revocation” to reflect current 
practice.  Disciplinary revocation is a form of disbarment that is not currently 
reflected in this rule, but is necessary to reflect that form of disbarment.  A copy of 
the bar member’s email is attached in Appendix D, p. D-64.

Source:  Bar member Kevin Tynan
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020.  
Rules Committee deferred on February 19, 2020.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
February 27, 2020.  

 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis on April 1, 
2020.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 
May 14, 2020.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 
objection on June 17, 2020.

CHAPTER 4 RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
SUBCHAPTER 4-1 CLIENT-LAWYER RELATIONSHIP
RULE 4-1.5 FEES AND COSTS FOR LEGAL SERVICES

Explanation:  Within subdivision (f)(1), clarifies that a closing statement in 
a contingent fee case must itemize all fees and costs.

Reasons:  The amendments clarify what must be contained in a closing 
statement.  The amendments conform the general rule to the information required 
to be listed in closing statements for personal injury and wrongful death cases as 
listed in the Statement of Client’s Rights for Contingency Cases.  The Statement of 
Client’s Rights for Contingency Cases required for personal injury and wrongful 
death cases contains the following in number 8:  “You, the client, have the right to 
receive and approve a closing statement at the end of the case before you pay any 
money.  The statement must list all of the financial details of the entire case, 
including the amount recovered, all expenses, and a precise statement of your 
lawyer’s fee.”  This is information all clients in contingent fee cases should be give 
before money is disbursed from the recovery.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 
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 Rules Committee approved 6-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 
on October 22, 2018.   

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on a strategic basis on 
December 13, 2018.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact 
statement on January 14, 2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on February 8, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 4-1 CLIENT-LAWYER RELATIONSHIP
RULE 4-1.10 IMPUTATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST; GENERAL 
RULE

Explanation:  Within the third paragraph of the comment under “Definition 
of ‘firm,’” changes a rule reference from 4-1.11(c)(1) to 4-1.11(d).

Reasons:  This Court at the bar’s request made numerous changes to the 
Rules of Professional Conduct after the ABA Model Rules were amended at the 
recommendation of the ABA Ethics Commission 2000.  In re Amendments to the 
Rules Regulating The Florida. Bar, 933 So. 2d 417, 449 (Fla. 2006), as revised on 
denial of reh’g (June 29, 2006).  Although Florida adopted some of the changes 
that were made to ABA Model Rules 1.10 and 1.11 (R. Reg. Fla. Bar 4-1.10 and 4-
1.11), the bar did not recommend adopting all of the changes, including to the 
comment.  The bar recommended, and this Court approved, leaving commentary 
regarding imputation of conflicts in the government context.  However, 
amendments made to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.11 were not made in the 
corresponding reference to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.11 in the comment to R. 
Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.10.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Rules Committee approved 8-0 on substantive and procedural basis on 
April 2, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
April 25, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on substantive basis on 
May 23, 2019.  

Board Action: Board of Governors approved on consent on July 19, 2019. 

SUBCHAPTER 4-1 CLIENT-LAWYER RELATIONSHIP
RULE 4-1.14 CLIENT UNDER A DISABILITY
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Explanation:  Conforms R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 to ABA Model Rule 
1.14 with some changes to address specific Florida authority, including changing 
terminology from “disability” to “diminished capacity,” adding subdivision (c) 
regarding confidentiality and implied authority to disclose confidential 
information, and adding commentary regarding taking protective action and 
emergency legal assistance.

Reasons:  The Special Committee to Review the ABA Model Rules in 2006 
initially recommended approval of amendments to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 to 
conform R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 to ABA Model Rule 1.14 that were made 
by the ABA at the recommendation of the Ethics Commission 2000.  The special 
committee circulated its interim and final reports to all Florida Bar committees and 
sections.  A number of adverse comments were made by individuals or groups 
regarding the proposed amendments to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 and some 
included alternative proposals.  The committee then recommended that the board 
propose no changes to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 without further study.  
Subsequently, the bar’s Real Property Probate and Trust Law Section’s Executive 
Council approved recommending to the Board of Governors amendments that 
would more closely conform to ABA Model Rule 1.14, but account for Florida 
law, at the recommendation of the section’s Professionalism & Ethics Committee 
and Guardianship, Power of Attorney & Advance Directives Committee after its 
study.  The proposed amendments are also supported by the bar’s Elder Law 
Section and the Professional Ethics Committee.  A copy of ABA Model Rule 1.14, 
comments received from the Elder Law Section Executive Council (dated 
November 26, 2019) and a memorandum from bar staff to the Rules Committee 
providing the Professional Ethics Committee’s vote of 30-0 to recommend 
approval of the amendments (dated February 10, 2020) are in Appendix D, pp. D-
65 through D-66.

Source: Real Property Probate and Trust Law Section 
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Elder Law Section Executive Council approved 25-0 on October 4, 
2019.  

 Real Property Probate and Trust Law Section Executive Council 
approved on November 9, 2019.   

 Professional Ethics Committee approved 30-0 on February 7, 2020.  
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

with edits on February 19, 2020.  
 Rules Committee approved 9-0 the additional change of “mental 

disability” to “mental impairment” in subdivision (a) by e-mail vote 
on February 19, 2020.  
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 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
February 27, 2020.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 19-0 on March 19, 2020.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved amendments 40-2, waiving 

first reading 42-0, on May 15, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 4-5 LAW FIRMS AND ASSOCIATIONS
RULE 4-5.8  PROCEDURES FOR LAWYERS LEAVING LAW FIRMS 
AND DISSOLUTION OF LAW FIRMS

Explanation:  Amends commentary to more appropriately address file 
ownership and disposition when a lawyer leaves a law firm.

Reasons:  Current commentary does not accurately address file ownership 
and disposition.  Proposed amendments alert lawyers that file ownership is a 
question of law and may be determined by the employment, partnership, or 
ownership agreement between the lawyer and the firm.  It also alerts lawyers and 
firms that disposition of client files should be discussed when there is a change in 
firm composition.

Source:  Board of Governors
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Board Review Committee approved 7-2, with 1 abstention, on a 
substantive basis on July 18, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 9-0 on a procedural basis on August 5, 
2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 
on August 21, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 
2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 4-6 PUBLIC SERVICE
RULE 4-6.1 PRO BONO PUBLIC SERVICE

Explanation: Within subdivision (d), deletes specific wording requirements 
for categories to be included for the pro bono reporting requirement to be included 
on the membership fees statement but includes that hours and dollar amounts must 
be specified. 

Reasons:  The change would allow the bar to modify the exact language 
included for pro bono reporting on the membership fees statement in the event 
different wording would be appropriate.  The Pro Bono Standing Committee 
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requested that the bar’s amendment to this rule be changed to specifically require 
that hours and dollar amounts be specified in the reporting certification on the 
membership fees statement, which was approved by the Disciplinary Procedures 
Committee and Board of Governors.  Comments from the Pro Bono Legal Services 
Standing Committee are in Appendix D, p. D-67.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 5-0 on a substantive 
basis on December 5, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on December 10, 2019. 
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

January 24, 2020.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 15-0 on strategic basis on 

January 30, 2020.  
 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 6-0 revised 

amendments that requires that specific hours and dollars amounts 
must be included on May 6, 2020.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 
objection on June 17, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 4-7 INFORMATION ABOUT LEGAL SERVICES
RULE 4-7.13  DECEPTIVE AND INHERENTLY MISLEADING 
ADVERTISEMENTS

Explanation: Adds new subdivision (b)(12) and comment prohibiting a 
lawyer or law firm from using the name of another lawyer or law firm in a way that 
makes it seem as though the other lawyer or law firm is affiliated with the 
advertising lawyer or law firm or that misleads a person searching for a particular 
lawyer or law firm, or for information regarding a particular lawyer or law firm, to 
unknowingly contact a different lawyer or law firm. 

Reasons:  The Florida Bar member proposed a new subdivision and 
commentary prohibiting lawyers from intentionally using another lawyer or law 
firm’s name to trigger the lawyer’s advertising over the Internet.  The Florida Bar 
member believes that the practice is inherently misleading and cites to examples in 
which the Florida Bar member’s competitors have purchased his name as a search 
term in various search engines, and persons who have hired the competitors’ firms 
have threatened bar complaints against the Florida Bar member whose name was 
purchased as a search term because they believe they have hired his law firm based 
on their contact with the competitor who purchased the name.  He argues that the 
practice is hidden from the bar, unlike the advertising that is required to be filed for 
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review.  He also argues that the practice is unprofessional, and that it may violate 
trademark law and Florida consumer protection laws.  He points to North Carolina 
Ethics Opinion 2010-14 to support his position, and New York Rule of 
Professional Conduct 7.1(g)(2), which states “A lawyer or law firm shall not 
utilize: . . . meta tags or other hidden computer codes that, if displayed, would 
violate these Rules.”  The Florida Bar member’s initial request and subsequent 
information and of other interested bar members at various stages of this proposal 
are attached in Appendix D, pp. D-68 through D-288.

Source:  Florida Bar member Alex Hanna
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Board Review Committee on Professional Ethics approved 10-0 on 
December 13, 2018.  

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 with style edits on January 22, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on February 7, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 

on March 12, 2019. 
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 

objection on May 24, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 4-7 INFORMATION ABOUT LEGAL SERVICES
RULE 4-7.18 DIRECT CONTACT WITH PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS

Explanation:  Within the commentary, adds discussion of a lawyer’s 
initiation of the mutual exchange of contact information at a business-related event 
and on social media.

Reasons:  The proposed commentary recognizes that lawyers frequently 
exchange contact information at business-related events and on business-related 
social media platforms.  These events are usually at least in part to facilitate 
networking, the initiation of the exchange of contacted information is expected at 
these events, the lawyer normally would not know the prospective client has the 
need for specific legal services, and the prospective client would normally be a 
sophisticated user of legal services and less likely to be unduly influenced by the 
request.  A memorandum to the Professional Ethics Committee from staff (dated 
January 29, 2019), a memorandum to bar staff from the Professional Ethics 
Committee’s subcommittee (dated January 7, 2019), and the subcommittee 
proposed amendments that were adopted by the Professional Ethics committee are 
in Appendix D, pp. D-229 through D-233.

Source:  Professional Ethics Committee
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Professional Ethics Committee approved on June 27, 2019.  
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 Board Review Committee on Professional Ethics approved 7-0 on 
substantive basis changing “business cards” to “contact information” 
on September 19, 2019. 

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
November 21, 2019.   

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 
December 5, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 with style changes on December 10, 
2019.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on January 31, 2020.

CHAPTER 5 RULES REGULATING TRUST ACCOUNTS
SUBCHAPTER 5-1 GENERALLY
RULE 5-1.2 TRUST ACCOUNTING RECORDS AND PROCEDURES

Explanation:  Within subdivision (d)(5), adds that The Florida Bar will send 
a notice to delinquent bar members of the delinquency for failure to provide the 
trust account certificate.

Reasons:  This Court’s opinion in a prior case created a new provision that a 
bar member who fails to file a trust account certificate is deemed a delinquent 
member.  In re Amendments to the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar (Biennial 
Report), 167 So.3d 412, 416 (Fla. 2015).  This amendment is proposed so that the 
bar will provide notice to affected members consistent with the bar’s notice of 
delinquency for failure to pay membership fees or comply with continuing legal 
education requirements.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action:

 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 5-0 on December 5, 
2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 with style changes on December 10, 
2019. 

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined likely de minimus impact 
but could be moderate depending on volume on January 24, 2020.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 
May 14, 2020.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent agenda on May 
15, 2020.

CHAPTER 6 LEGAL SPECIALIZATION AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS
SUBCHAPTER 6-3 FLORIDA CERTIFICATION PLAN
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RULE 6-3.14 SUNSET OF CERTIFICATION AREAS
Explanation:  Adds new rule 6-3.14 that the Board of Legal Specialization 

and Education will petition this Court to close a certification area to new applicants 
if there have not been any applicants in 5 consecutive years.  The recertification 
standards of the certification area would remain in effect.

Reasons:  Having no new applications in 5 consecutive years would 
demonstrate a clear lack of interest in that certification area and would result in 
difficulty maintaining a working committee. The petition to this Court would be in 
the form of a rule change in the individual certification area that is closing.  The 
amendment was originally proposed by the Board of Legal Specialization and 
Education to be added to subdivision (b) of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 6-3.3, but was 
moved to its own proposed rule by the Program Evaluation Committee as more 
appropriate given the other content of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 6-3.3.

Source:  Board of Legal Specialization and Education
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Board of Legal Specialization and Education approved 15-1 on May 
5, 2020.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 18-0 on a substantive and 
strategic basis on June 16, 2020.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
June 25, 2020.  

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 on procedural basis on July 14, 2020.  
 Program Evaluation Committee voted 20-0 to approve moving the 

placement of the amendment from 6-3.3(b) to a new R. Regulating 
Fla. Bar 6-3.14 on July 16, 2020.  

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 
objection on July 17, 2020.

CHAPTER 7 CLIENTS’ SECURITY FUND RULES
SUBCHAPTER 7-1 GENERALLY 
RULE 7-1.3 Administration

Explanation:  Within subdivision (c), gives staff the ability to close cases 
where the claimant has died before a recommendation is made by the committee.

Reasons:  Claims may only be paid to the correct payee.  Where a claimant 
dies before the committee makes a recommendation on the claim, staff will have 
the ability to close the claim so that the estate or personal representative may file 
the claim.  This will result in the proper claimant throughout the claim review 
process.

Source:  Standing Committee on Clients’ Security Fund
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 
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 Clients’ Security Fund Committee approved 13-0 on June 28, 2019.
 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

on August 5, 2019.
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

August 19, 2019.
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 

December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 7-1 GENERALLY 
RULE 7-1.4 Definitions

Explanation: Within subdivision (f)(5), deletes information about unclean 
hands which will be moved to new subdivision (g) of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 7-2.5. 

Reasons:  The language appears at the end of subdivision (f)(5), making it 
applicable to that subsection only.  The language is intended to be applicable to the 
entire chapter and is moved to new subdivision (g) of R. Regulating Fla. Bar 7-2.5 
for that purpose.

Source:  Standing Committee on Clients’ Security Fund
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Clients’ Security Fund Committee approved 14-0 on June 28, 2019.   
 Rules Committee approved 8-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

on August 5, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact 

statement on August 19, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 

December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 7-2 COMMITTEE 
RULE 7-2.3 Payments

Explanation:  Adds commentary codifying the procedure followed to 
determine the proper payee if the claimant dies after a recommendation is made but 
before payment is made.

Reasons:  Codifies in the comment the procedure followed to determine the 
proper payee if the claimant dies after a recommendation is made but before 
payment is made.

Source:  Standing Committee on Clients’ Security Fund
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Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 
 Clients’ Security Fund Committee approved 14-0 on June 28, 2019.   
 Rules Committee approved 9-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

on August 5, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact 

statement on August 19, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 

December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 7-2 COMMITTEE 
RULE 7-2.4 Prerequisites to Payment

Explanation:  Within subdivision (a), clarifies that a claim will be processed 
after the entry of an order of suspension.

Reasons:  The rule allows for the consideration of a claim for fees paid to a 
suspended lawyer.  The order of suspension usually gives the lawyer 30 days to 
close out their practice before the order becomes final and prevents the lawyer 
from accepting new cases or clients during that 30-day period.  The amendment 
clarifies that for purposes of analyzing the claim, the suspension begins after the 
entry of the order of suspension.

Source:  Standing Committee on Clients’ Security Fund
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Clients’ Security Fund Committee approved 14-0 on June 28, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 

on July 3, 2019.  
 Rules Committee approved 9-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

on August 5, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 

December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 7-2 COMMITTEE 
RULE 7-2.5 CLAIMS ORDINARILY DENIED

Explanation: Adds subdivision (e)(2) on useful services to specify when 
services rendered by a suspended lawyer after the period of suspension are not 
considered useful services, renumbers the section accordingly, changes client to 
claimant, moves language regarding claimant with unclean hands from the 
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definitional section in R. Regulating Fla. Bar 7-1.4(f)(5) to new subdivision (g), 
and clarifies circumstances of unclean hands. 

Reasons:  The rules allow a fee claim against a suspended lawyer to be 
processed and approved if the other requirements of the chapter are met.  New 
subdivision (e)(2) is added to specify when services rendered by a suspended 
lawyer after the entry of an order of suspension will not be considered useful.  The 
new language will aid in the analysis of claims.  The language regarding unclean 
hands on the part of the claimant is moved from R. Regulating Fla. Bar 7-1.4(f)(5) 
to new subdivision (g), making it applicable to the entire chapter as originally 
intended.

Source:  Standing Committee on Clients’ Security Fund
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Clients’ Security Fund Committee approved 13-0 on June 28, 2019.  
 Rules Committee approved 9-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 

on August 5, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

August 19, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on September 19, 

2019.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 

December 6, 2019.

CHAPTER 10 RULES GOVERNING THE INVESTIGATION AND 
PROSECUTION OF THE UNLICENSED PRACTICE OF LAW
SUBCHAPTER 10-2 DEFINITIONS
RULE 10-2.1 GENERALLY

Explanation:  Within subdivision (c), adds “or been revoked.”
Reasons: Disciplinary revocation is a form of disbarment that is not 

currently reflected in the rule, but is necessary to protect the public, as the 
amendment would clearly indicate that nonlawyers include lawyers who have been 
disciplinarily revoked. 

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020.  
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis with edits on 

February 19, 2020.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

February 27, 2020.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 

May 14, 2020.  
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Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 
objection on June 17, 2020.

SUBCHAPTER 10-2 DEFINITIONS
RULE 10-2.2 FORM COMPLETION BY A NONLAWYER

Explanation:  Within subdivision (c)(2), conforms the definition of paralegal 
with the definition of paralegal in Rule 10-2.1(b) by specifying the lawyers under 
whose supervision a paralegal may work.

Reasons:  This is a housekeeping amendment that conforms the definition of 
paralegal in Rule 10-2.2 with the definition of paralegal in Rule 10-2.1.

Source:  UPL Standing Committee
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action:

 Unlicensed Practice of Law Standing Committee approved 12-0 on 
January 17, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on substantive and procedural basis on 
July 8, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 
July 18, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
August 19, 2019.   

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 
December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 10-6 PROCEDURES FOR INVESTIGATION 
RULE 10-6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS AND DISPOSITION OF 
COMPLAINTS

Explanation:  Within subdivision (a), adds that a circuit committee may 
recommend that a case be closed with a cease and desist affidavit with restitution, 
and that the recommendation must be reviewed by the Unlicensed Practice of Law 
Standing Committee for final approval.

Reasons: This Court recently amended R. Regulating Fla. Bar 10-4.1 to 
permit the circuit committee to recommend that a case be closed with a cease and 
desist affidavit that includes restitution to the complainant.  In re Amendments to 
Rules Regulating The Fla. Bar (Biennial Petition), 234 So. 3d 577 (Fla. 2017).  
This amendment to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 10-6.3 is a housekeeping change that 
includes this option in the rule setting forth the circuit committee’s actions 
regarding recommendations and disposition of complaints. 

Source:  Unlicensed Practice of Law Standing Committee 
Commentary / Committee Action: 



In Re Amendments to the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar – Biennial Report 2020 SC20-
October 5, 2020 Page 20

 Unlicensed Practice of Law Standing Committee approved 12-0 on 
January 17, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on substantive and procedural basis on 
July 8, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 
July 18, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 
August 20, 2019.   

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 
December 6, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 10-7 PROCEEDINGS BEFORE A REFEREE
RULE 10-7.2 PROCEEDINGS FOR INDIRECT CRIMINAL CONTEMPT

Explanation:  Within subdivision (c)(6), provides that a referee in 
proceedings for indirect criminal contempt may consider testimony when 
determining the amount of restitution to be paid to the complainant.

Reasons:  Currently in indirect criminal contempt proceedings, a referee 
may only consider documentary evidence when determining the amount of 
restitution to be paid to the complainant, while in injunctive relief proceedings, a 
referee may consider both testimony and documentary evidence.  This amendment 
conforms what a referee may consider when determining restitution in indirect 
criminal contempt proceedings with what may be considered in injunctive relief 
proceedings.

Source:  Unlicensed Practice of Law Standing Committee 
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Unlicensed Practice of Law Standing Committee approved 12-0 on 
January 17, 2019.  

 Rules Committee approved 7-0 on substantive and procedural basis on 
July 8, 2019.  

 Program Evaluation Committee approved 16-0 on a strategic basis on 
July 18, 2019.  

 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus fiscal impact 
on August 20, 2019.   

Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on 
December 6, 2019.

CHAPTER 14 GRIEVANCE MEDIATION AND FEE ARBITRATION 
SUBCHAPTER 14-2 STANDING COMMITTEE 
RULE 14-2.1 GENERALLY
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Explanation:  Within subdivisions (a)(1) through (a)(4), replaces “certified” 
with “approved.”

Reasons:  These amendments were proposed by the Standing Committee on 
Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration because there is no formal certification 
for mediators and arbitrators of bar matters.  The amendment will also avoid any 
confusion with existing bar certification programs.

Source:  Standing Committee on Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Standing Committee on Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration 
approved 11-0 on June 14, 2018.   

 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 6-0 on December 13, 
2018.  

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 with style edits on January 22, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on February 7, 2019.
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

March 12, 2019.
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on March 

29, 2019.

SUBCHAPTER 14-3 CERTIFICATION OF PROGRAM MEDIATORS AND 
ARBITRATORS
RULE 14-3.1 APPLICATION REQUIRED

Explanation:  Within subdivision (a), deletes the word “certification” and 
replaces it with “approval.”

Reasons:  This amendment was proposed by the Standing Committee on 
Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration because there is no formal certification 
for mediators and arbitrators of bar matters.  The amendment will also avoid any 
confusion with existing bar certification programs.

Source:  Standing Committee on Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Standing Committee on Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration 
approved 11-0 on June 14, 2018.  

 Disciplinary Procedures Committee approved 6-0 on December 13, 
2018.  

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 on January 22, 2019.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on February 7, 2019.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

March 12, 2019.  
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Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on consent calendar on March 
29, 2019.

CHAPTER 20 FLORIDA REGISTERED PARALEGAL PROGRAM
SUBCHAPTER 20-5 INELIGIBILITY FOR REGISTRATION OR RENEWAL 
RULE 20-5.1 GENERALLY

Explanation:  Within subdivision (a), adds “or been revoked.”
Reasons:  Disciplinary revocation is a form of disbarment that is not 

currently reflected in the rule, but is necessary to protect the public because there 
are bar members who were disciplinarily revoked under prior rules that allowed for 
disciplinary revocation and who should be ineligible to be Florida registered 
paralegals as are other lawyers who have been disbarred.

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action: 

 Disciplinary Procedure Committee approved 4-0 on January 30, 2020.  
 Rules Committee approved 5-0 on a procedural basis with edits on 

February 19, 2020.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact on 

February 27, 2020.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 21-0 on a strategic basis on 

May 14, 2020.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on its consent calendar without 

objection on June 17, 2020.

CHAPTER 21 MILITARY SPOUSE AUTHORIZATION TO ENGAGE IN THE 
PRACTICE OF LAW IN FLORIDA
SUBCHAPTER 21-3 CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
RULE 21-3.1 CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

Explanation:  Within 21-3.1(c), adds 1 hour of technology continuing legal 
education per year and changes the continuing legal education requirement from 2 
hours of ethics continuing legal education requirement each year to 2 hours of legal 
ethics, professionalism, bias elimination, substance abuse, or mental illness each 
year.

Reasons: The proposed amendments make these continuing legal education 
requirements for military spouse members consistent with the continuing legal 
education requirements of other bar members. 

Source:  Bar staff
Background Information – Member Commentary / Committee Action:

 Rules Committee approved 6-0 on a substantive and procedural basis 
on October 22, 2018.  
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 Board of Governors first reading on December 14, 2018.  
 Program Evaluation Committee approved 12-0 on a strategic basis on 

December 13, 2018.  
 Board of Governors first reading on December 14, 2018.  
 The bar’s chief financial officer determined de minimus impact 

statement on January 14, 2019.  
Board Action:  Board of Governors approved on voice vote without 

objection on February 8, 2019.  

Official Notice of Amendments

Pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 1-12.1(g), formal notice of intent to file 
all the proposals in this petition with a summary of each substantive amendment 
was published in the September 1, 2020 issue of the bar News.  The Internet 
version of that notice, published on August 12, 2020, which contains the full text 
of the amendments, is included with this petition, in Appendix C.  This notice can 
also be found at the following URL:

https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/biennial-florida-bar-rules-
proposals/

Discrepancy with Thomson Reuters’ Florida Rules of Court

During the preparation of this petition, the bar noted the following 
discrepancies between the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar as maintained by the 
bar and the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar as published in Thomson Reuters’ 
Florida Rules of Court.  The bar has notified the publisher of these discrepancies.

 In R. Regulating Fla. Bar 7-2.4(c), Thomson Reuters’ Florida Rules of 
Court includes bracketed information at the end of the sentence “[Reg. B1]” 
which was not included in amendments to that rule made by the Board of 
Governors of The Florida Bar on March 29, 2019. 

 In R. Regulating Fla. Bar 10-2.2, in Thomson Reuters’ Florida Rules of 
Court, the blanks in forms are indicated using underlining instead of 
indicated by ellipses as adopted in this Court’s order in In re Amendments to 

https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/biennial-florida-bar-rules-proposals/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/biennial-florida-bar-rules-proposals/
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the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar (Biennial Report), 101 So. 3d 807 
(Fla. 2012), with no subsequent changes to the rule.

Editorial Corrections and Request for Waiver of Rules Procedures

During the preparation of this petition, the bar detected minor editorial errors 
within proposals as officially noticed.  These editorial errors were not reviewed by 
the Board of Governors, but were made under the authority granted to bar staff to 
correct errors in this Court’s administrative order AOSC06-14, dated June 14, 
2006.  All of these editorial errors were corrected in the official bar News notice 
online. The editorial corrections are noted in the right-hand column of Appendix B 
and enumerated in a separate list in Appendix D, p. D-1.

Additionally, the Board of Governors waived first reading on the 
amendments to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.1 and 4-1.14.  The requirement of two 
readings is required by the bar’s Standing Board Policy 1.60(d), but not by R. 
Regulating Fla. Bar 1-12.1.  The requirement of notice of final Board of Governors 
action is required by R. Regulating Fla. Bar 1-12.1(d).  The amendments to R. 
Regulating Fla. Bar 3-7.1 were noticed for final action in the bar News on June 1, 
2020.  The amendments to R. Regulating Fla. Bar 4-1.14 were noticed for final 
action in the bar News on May 1, 2020.  Both amendments were noticed for filing 
with this Court on September 1, 2020.

The bar submits that these deviations from the requirements of R. 
Regulating Fla. Bar 1-12.1 and Standing Board Policy 1.60(d) are minimal and the 
amendments themselves are non-controversial.  The bar therefore requests that 
these additional revised proposals be accepted by this Court, and that this Court 
waive approval by the Board of Governors as to all the edits and Board of 
Governors first reading for the rules noted above, pursuant to R. Regulating Fla. 
Bar 1-12.1(i).

All other requested amendments in this petition were promulgated in full 
compliance with applicable rules and policies.



In Re Amendments to the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar – Biennial Report 2020 SC20-
October 5, 2020 Page 25

Other Pending Amendments

There is 1 pending petition involving amendments to Rules Regulating the 
Florida Bar:  In re Amendments to Rules Regulating the Florida Bar- Chapter 23 
Registered Online Service Provider Program, Case No. SC19-2077, filed 
December 12, 2019.  The amendments in that petition are solely to propose new 
Chapter 23 of the Rules Regulating The Florida, there are no amendments to 
proposed R. Regulating Fla. Bar Chapter 23 proposed in this petition, and the 2 
petitions may be considered independent of each another.

Contents of Appendices

The complete text of all proposals is included in Appendix A to this petition, 
in legislative format (i.e., deleted language struck through, shown first, followed 
by new language underlined).

A separate two-column presentation follows in Appendix B, which includes 
extracted text of affected rules with proposed amendments in legislative format and 
an abbreviated recitation of the reasons for the changes.

The notice of intent to file this petition is provided in Appendix C.

Various communications of note that were received during the rules 
development process, and which are specifically referenced in this petition where 
relevant to specific amendments, are provided in Appendix D.

Comments in Response to Amendments

No comments were received by the bar in response to these amendments.

Oral Argument Not Requested

The bar does not seek oral argument regarding these amendments, unless 
this Court orders oral argument or bar members file comments that require 
additional response or appearance by the bar.
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 Effective Date Request

As to all amendments sought in this filing, the bar requests that any changes 
be made effective no sooner than 60 days from the date of this Court’s order so 
that the bar can educate its members regarding any amendments.

The bar respectfully requests that this Court enter an order amending the 
Rules Regulating the Florida Bar as proposed in this petition.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Joshua E. Doyle
_______________________
Joshua E. Doyle
Executive Director
Florida Bar Number 25902

Dori Foster-Morales
President 2020-21
Florida Bar Number 849332

Michael G. Tanner
President-elect 2020-21
Florida Bar Number 261300

Gypsy Bailey
Director, Division of Ethics and Consumer 
Protection
Florida Bar Number 797200

Elizabeth Clark Tarbert
Ethics Counsel
Florida Bar Number 861294
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The Florida Bar
651 East Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2300
Tel: (850) 561-5600
Primary E-mail Address:  
jdoyle@floridabar.org
Secondary E-mail Address:  
eto@flabar.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF TYPE SIZE AND STYLE

I certify that this petition is typed in 14 point Times New Roman Regular 
type.

/s/ Joshua E. Doyle
_______________________
Joshua E. Doyle
Executive Director
Florida Bar Number 25902

CERTIFICATE OF READ-AGAINST

I certify that the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar set forth within this 
petition have been read against the most recent copy of Thomson Reuter’s Florida 
Rules of Court.

/s/ Joshua E. Doyle
_______________________
Joshua E. Doyle
Executive Director
Florida Bar Number 25902


