
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
 
HECTOR SANCHEZ-TORRES, 

Appellant, 
 
v.          CASE NO.: SC19-211 
       
STATE OF FLORIDA,    
  Appellee. 
________________________________/ 
        

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL NOTICE 
 
COMES NOW Appellee, the State of Florida, by and through 

the undersigned counsel, and files its Response to Appellant’s 

Request for Judicial Notice.  There is no need for this Court to 

take judicial notice of the proffered documents because the 

relevant documents are already in the post-conviction record, 

and the remaining documents are irrelevant. 

Though opposing counsel claims that his Request for 

Judicial Notice is premised on the State raising the issue of 

State v. McBride in the Answer Brief, Defendant raised this 

issue multiple times during the post-conviction proceedings and 

provided documents from the McBride case as defense exhibits, 

which were entered as evidence in the post-conviction 

proceedings.    

As part of Defense Composite 1, part 6, which was entered 

into evidence as part of the post-conviction proceedings, and 

was attached as exhibit C to the post-conviction court’s order, 

Sanchez-Torres submitted an affidavit in support of his claim 

that his plea and jury waiver were not knowing, intelligent, and 
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voluntary.  (PCR 1357-60).  In the affidavit, Sanchez-Torres 

discusses how after seeing in a newspaper article that his 

judge, Judge Skinner, had sentenced another defendant, McBride, 

to life after a jury recommendation of death, Sanchez-Torres 

spoke with his attorney, public defender Kate Bedell, about the 

issue.   

As part of Defense Composite 2, part 13, which was entered 

into evidence as part of the post-conviction proceedings, and 

was attached as exhibit D to the post-conviction court’s order, 

Sanchez-Torres submitted portions of State v. McBride.  (PCR 

1707-22).  Two of the five documents which are Attachments in 

the Request for Judicial Notice, are already part of the post-

conviction record: Attachment B, a five-page transcript from 

sentencing in State v. McBride from February 17, 2011 which can 

be found at PCR 1707-11; and Attachment E, an eight-page State’s 

Notice of Objection in State v. McBride, which can be found at 

PCR 1712-19.  The post-conviction record also contains a 

newspaper article, which is likely the article, or similar to 

the one, that Sanchez-Torres refers to in his affidavit.  (PCR 

1720-21). 

While Attachments B and E, which are already part of the 

post-conviction record on appeal, are somewhat relevant to the 

ineffective assistance of counsel claims in this case, the 

remaining Attachments to the Request for Judicial Notice are 

superfluous to this Court’s determination of the issues in this 



case.  The relevant content is that Sanchez-Torres’ judge 

sentenced McBride to life after the Clay County jury recommended 

a death sentence.  The actual jury vote in State v. McBride, 

found at Attachment A, is not necessary for this Court’s 

determination.  Attachment C, the Uniform Commitment to Custody 

form for McBride, merely indicates a life sentence was imposed, 

and Attachment D, the notice of service of the judgment, are 

also unnecessary for this Court’s determination of the issues in 

this case. 

Because the relevant records are already a part of the 

post-conviction record in this case and available to this Court, 

there is no need for this Court to take judicial notice.  Since 

the remaining records which are not already a part of this post-

conviction record are irrelevant, there is no need to take 

notice of these documents. 

WHEREFORE, Appellee, State of Florida, respectfully 

requests that this Court deny the Request for Judicial Notice. 

 ASHLEY MOODY 
 ATTORNEY GENERAL    
  
 /s/ Jennifer A. Donahue    
 JENNIFER A. DONAHUE 
 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 Florida Bar No.: 50639 
 PL-01, The Capitol 
 Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050 
 jennifer.donahue@myfloridalegal.com 
 capapp@myfloridalegal.com 
 Phone: (850)414-3580 
 Attorney for Appellee 

 



I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing Response to Request for Judicial Notice has been 

furnished via the eportal to Robert R. Berry, Esq., Attorney for 

Appellant, this 22nd day of August, 2019.  

 /s/ Jennifer A. Donahue    
 JENNIFER A. DONAHUE 
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