
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

HECTOR SANCHEZ-TORRES,

Appellant/Petitioner,

V. N0.SCI9-2II

STATE OF FLORIDA,

Appellee/Respondent.

/

UNOPPOSED EMERGENCY MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

TO FILE REHEARING

Pursuant to Fla. R. App. P. 9.330 and 9.300, Appellant/Petitioner, through

counsel, respectfully requests an unopposed emergency extension of time to file his

motion for rehearing on this Court's opinion dated March 12, 2020.

1. Undersigned counsel has conferred with Assistant Attorney General

Charmaine Millsaps and is authorized to represent that she has no objection to a

thirty-day extension to file any motion for rehearing, should one be necessary.

2. Undersigned counsel was assigned this case in January 2020 upon the

sudden resignation of Robert Berry, who filed all briefs and argued this cause before

this Court. New counsel has no previous knowledge of Mr. Sanchez-Torres's case.

Under these circumstances, it is necessary for Mr. Sanchez-Torres to request
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additional time for his new lead counsel to learn his case and to submit his rehearing

motion, if necessary, which is currently due to be filed on March 27, 2020.

3. The day after the issuance of its opinion, this Court issued notice of

COVID-19 Emergency Procedures on March 13, 2020, suspending grand jury, all

criminal and civil jury trials, and suspending time limits on speedy trial. See

Attachments. Three days later on March 16, this Court added a suspension of all

travel by state court judges, officers and employees. Similar emergency orders have

been issued by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals and courts throughout the

country as conditions change daily. In fact, on March 16, 2020, the United States

Supreme Court suspended all oral arguments for the month of March.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis announced a state of emergency on March

11 and on March 9, 2020, empowered all state agencies to suspend activity,

including travel by state employees, to cope with the state of emergency he

declared. The Department of Management Services, which oversees Capital

Collateral Regional Counsel, Northern Division (CCRC-N), issued an order

prohibiting "all non-essential in-state and out-of-state travel" by state employees.

See Florida Department of Management Services COVID-19 update dated March

12, 2020, attached as Exhibit 5. Counsel had to cancel a face-to-face meeting she

had scheduled for March 18 because of the travel ban. Counsel intended to discuss



with Mr. Sanchez-Torres the Court's decision at that meeting. She hopes to be

able to confer with him face-to-face in the next 30 days if the travel ban is lifted.

WHEREFORE due to the change of counsel and the unpredictable and

constantly changing pandemic concerns, Mr. Sanchez-Torres requests an additional

thirty (30) days to file his motion for rehearing in this matter.

Respectfully submitted this 20^*^ day of March 2020.

s/ Karin L. Moore
KARIN L. MOORE

Assistant Capital Collateral Regional
Counsel North

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been

fumished on this day, March 20, 2020, via electronic service to Michael Kennett,

Assistant Attorney General, at Michael.kennett@myfloridalegal.com and

capapp@myfloridalegal.com, and Charmaine.Millsaps@mvfloridalegal.com.

/s/ Karin L. Moore

KARIN L. MOORE

Assistant Capital Collateral Regional
Counsel North

Florida Bar Number 351652

1004 DeSoto Park Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32301

(850) 487-0922
Karen.Moore@ccrc-north.org


