
 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA   

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Complainant,  

v.  

ELIZABETH  JAYNE ANDERSON,  

Respondent.  

Supreme Court Case   
No. SC- 

The Florida Bar File  
No. 2019-30,443 (19A)  

___________________________/ 

COMPLAINT  

The Florida Bar, complainant, files this  Complaint against  Elizabeth  Jayne 

Anderson, respondent, pursuant  to the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar and  

alleges:  

1.  Respondent  is and  was  at all  times  mentioned  herein  a member of The 

Florida Bar admitted  on  April 14, 2003  and is subject to  the jurisdiction of the 

Supreme Court  of Florida.  

2.  Respondent  practiced law  in  Orange  County, Florida, at all  times  

material.  

3.  The Nineteenth  Judicial Circuit  Grievance Committee “A”  found  

probable cause to file this complaint  pursuant  to Rule 3-7.4, of the Rules  

Regulating The Florida Bar, and  this complaint has been approved by the presiding  

member of  that committee.  
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4.  In or around  January  2018, respondent  began  legal employment  as an   

independent contractor  for Orlando  Legal.  

5.  Orlando Legal, and another firm,  The Orlando  Family Firm, were 

solely  owned  by  former attorney Jonathan  Simon.  Respondent  was not a 

shareholder in either law firm.  

6.  In or around  July or August  2018, respondent met  with Maritza Sotillo  

in respondent’s capacity as an  independent  contractor  with  Orlando  Legal.   Ms. 

Sotillo consulted  with  respondent  concerning  the handling  of a  related  real estate 

and probate matter.  

7.  Ms. Sotillo advised  respondent  that she owned certain real property  

with  her mother and father  but, due to her father’s death, Ms. Sotillo  needed to  

have the property  transferred  solely to her  with her  mother’s  expressed  consent.  

8.  Respondent advised  Ms. Sotillo that  she needed to  have her father’s 

estate probated to accomplish the ultimate transfer of the jointly owned property.  

9.  Respondent assured  Ms. Sotillo  that  she would  handle  the probate 

matter and, once the property had  been transferred to Ms. Sotillo’s mother, she 

would  handle the subsequent real estate transaction  transferring  the property from 

Ms. Sotillo’s  mother to Ms. Sotillo.  

10.  Ms. Sotillo  provided  respondent  with  her  father’s original  will and a 

copy  of his  Certificate of Death.  
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11.  On  or about July 31, 2018, Ms. Sotillo paid  The Orlando Family Firm   

a total of  $2,918.50  to handle the related  real estate and  probate matters.  

12.  On  October 8, 2018, the Supreme Court  of Florida entered  an  order 

granting  the bar’s  petition for respondent’s emergency suspension  in SC18-1646.   

The order granted  respondent  thirty  days  to close down her law practice.  The 

effective date of respondent’s  suspension  was  November  7, 2018.  

13.  After receiving no communication  from respondent, Ms. Sotillo  

contacted respondent  on  or about  October  18, 2018 to  inquire as to the progress in  

the probate  case.  

14.  On October  19, 2018, respondent advised  Ms. Sotillo  by email  that  

Orlando Legal  had  ceased operations  but  that respondent’s  office  was  still  located  

at the same address  where Ms. Sotillo  originally met with respondent.   Respondent  

provided  Ms. Sotillo  with  her  updated email address.  

15.  Respondent  further advised Ms.  Sotillo  in her email  dated  October  19, 

2018,   “[w]e are almost finished and I need the  names  of your other siblings and  

we can get  this finalized.  I will  be working this  weekend  so  please email me and I 

can  get  the balance of documents  uploaded  to  the portal.”  

16.  On the same  day, Ms. Sotillo  then  provided respondent with  the 

required  information  necessary to finalize the probate documents for filing  with the 

court.  
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17.  After receiving no further communication  from  respondent, Ms.  

Sotillo emailed respondent on  November  28, 2018 for a  status update.  After 

receiving no response, Ms. Sotillo called respondent’s  law office telephone 

number,  but  no  one answered  the office telephone  and  the system did not permit  

Ms. Sotillo to  leave a voice mail message.  

18.  On December  3, 2018, Ms. Sotillo  went to respondent’s law office 

only to learn from the receptionist shared by the various  office suites that  

respondent  closed her  law firm  in  or around  November  2018  and  provided no  

forwarding  address  or further contact information  for respondent.  

19.  Ms. Sotillo met  with  another attorney on or about  December  3, 2018  

and at that time learned  the probate clerk’s office had  no record  of respondent  

having filed  any documents  to  open  the probate proceeding for Ms. Sotillo’s father.  

20.  Respondent  did not advise Ms. Sotillo of her emergency  suspension  in  

SC18-1646  from The  Florida Bar  as required pursuant to Rule 3-5.1(h)  of the 

Rules Regulating  The Florida Bar.  

21.  On November  16, 2018, respondent executed her sworn affidavit  filed  

with  The Florida Bar  certifying  that  she had completed the  notice requirements  of 

her suspension to all  of her clients, as  well as other  persons and  entities, and  

attached a list of same.  
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22.  Respondent  did  not  list Ms. Sotillo’s  name as a client  even  though  she  

provided  legal  services to her  and clearly  indicated to Ms. Sotillo that she would  

complete her legal matter despite the closing  of Orlando  Legal.  

23.  Respondent  failed  to  advise Ms. Sotillo  that she would  be unable to  

complete her  legal matters  due to her emergency  suspension  from the practice of 

law.  

24.  Respondent  took  no meaningful action  and  effectively abandoned  Ms. 

Sotillo’s  matter without  taking any steps  to  protect Ms. Sotillo  during the thirty-

day close out  period  as required in the Supreme Court  of Florida’s  Order of 

emergency  suspension  in SC18-1646.  

25.  By reason  of  the foregoing, respondent has violated the following 

Rules Regulating  The Florida Bar:  

A.  3-4.3  The standards of professional conduct to be observed  by 

members  of the bar are not  limited  to  the observance of rules and avoidance of 

prohibited acts, and the enumeration herein of certain categories of misconduct  as  

constituting  grounds  for discipline shall not be deemed  to  be all-inclusive nor shall 

the failure to specify  any particular act  of misconduct  be construed as tolerance 

thereof. The commission by a lawyer of any act  that is  unlawful or contrary  to  

honesty and  justice, whether the act  is committed  in  the course of the attorney's  

relations  as an  attorney or otherwise, whether committed  within  or outside the state 
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of Florida, and whether or not the act is  a felony or misdemeanor, may constitute a  

cause for  discipline.  

B.  3-5.1(h) Upon  service on  the respondent of an order of 

disbarment, disbarment  on  consent, disciplinary revocation,  suspension, 

emergency  suspension, emergency probation,  or placement  on  the inactive list for 

incapacity not related to misconduct, the respondent shall, unless this requirement  

is  waived  or modified in the court's  order, forthwith furnish a copy  of the order to:   

(1) all  of the respondent's clients  with matters pending in the respondent's practice;  

(2) all  opposing counsel  or  co-counsel  in the matters  listed  in (1),  above; and  (3) all  

courts, tribunals, or adjudicative agencies  before which the respondent  is counsel  

of record.   Within  30  days after service of the order the respondent  shall furnish  

bar counsel  with a sworn  affidavit  listing  the names and addresses of all  persons  

and entities  that  have been furnished copies of the order.  

C.  4-1.3  A  lawyer shall  act  with reasonable diligence and  

promptness in representing a client.  

D.  4-1.4(a)  A lawyer shall:   (1)  promptly  inform the client  of any  

decision  or circumstance with respect to  which  the client's informed consent, as  

defined  in  terminology, is required by these rules;  (2)  reasonably consult  with the 

client about  the means by which  the client's objectives are to be accomplished;  (3) 

keep the client reasonably  informed about the status of the matter;  (4)  promptly  
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comply with reasonable requests for information; and (5)  consult with the client  

about any relevant limitation on the lawyer's conduct when the lawyer knows or 

reasonably should know that the client expects assistance not permitted by the 

Rules of Professional Conduct or other law. 

E. 4-1.4(b) A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent 

reasonably necessary to permit the client to make informed decisions regarding the 

representation. 

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar prays respondent will be appropriately 

disciplined in accordance with the provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar as amended. 

Carrie Constance Lee, Bar Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
Orlando Branch Office 
The Gateway Center 
1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625 
Orlando, Florida 32801-1050 
(407) 425-5424 
Florida Bar No. 552011 
clee@floridabar.org 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org 
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ALLISON CARDEN SACKETT 
Interim Staff Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-6584 
(850) 561-5845 
Florida Bar No. 582700 
asackett@floridabar.org 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that this document has been E-filed with The Honorable John A. 
Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida, with a copy provided via email 
to Warren William Lindsey, Counsel for Respondent, at 
warren@warrenlindseylaw.com; and that a copy has been furnished by United 
States Mail via certified mail No. 7017 1070 0000 4774 1732, return receipt 
requested to Warren William Lindsey, Counsel for Respondent, whose record bar 
address is 1150 Louisiana Avenue, Suite 2, Winter Park, Florida 32789-2354 and 
via email to Carrie Constance Lee, Bar Counsel, clee@floridabar.org, 
orlandooffice@floridabar.org, on this 7th day of August, 2019. 

Allison Carden Sackett 
Interim Staff Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND  DESIGNATION OF PRIMARY   
EMAIL ADDRESS  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Carrie 
Constance Lee, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number and primary email 
address are The Florida Bar, Orlando Branch Office, The Gateway Center, 1000 
Legion Place, Suite 1625, Orlando, Florida 32801-1050, (407) 425-5424 and 
clee@floridabar.org, orlandooffice@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address 
pleadings, correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and 
to Interim Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 651 East Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, 
Florida 32399-6584, asackett@floridabar.org. 
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MANDATORY ANSWER NOTICE  

RULE 3-7.6(h)(2), RULES REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR, 
PROVIDES THAT A RESPONDENT SHALL ANSWER A COMPLAINT. 
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