


AFFIDAVIT OF STEPHEN J. BARBO RINI 

I, Stephen J. Barborini, hereby declare: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Affidavit, unless the facts are set 

forth as information and belief, in which case I believe them to be true. I offer this Affidavit in my 

personal capacity. Any views expressed herein are mine alone, and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of my past or current employers. 

2. I currently work part-time as a Detective in the Violent Crimes Division of the Palm 

Beach County Sheriff's Office. After graduating from Florida Atlantic University with a degree in 

Criminal Justice in 1977, I began my law enforcement career in the Delray Beach Police 

Department. Since that time, I have held law enforcement jobs at a number of agencies, including, 

from 1987 to 2011, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives ("A TF"), a 

component agency of the United States Department of Justice. From 2008 to 2011, I was the 

Resident Agent in Charge of ATF's West Palm Beach Field Office. From 1999 to the present, I 

have been under contract to provide training to A TF officers on topics such as gun identification, 

gun technology, and gun trafficking. 

3. During my 40-year law enforcement career I have investigated violations of federal 

firearms laws, testified as an expert witness regarding firearms, and performed firearms training 

for A TF, among many other firearms-related tasks. I am intimately familiar with the different types 

of firearms available, their functions and mechanics, and the different types of accessories and 

modifications available for firearms. 

4. Modem firearms can generally be distinguished by configuration and function. In terms 

of configuration, there are handguns, which can be fired with one hand and include pistols and 

revolvers, and long guns, which are fired with two hands from the shoulder, or sometimes from 
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the hip, and include rifles and shotguns. 

5. In terms of function, a gun can be automatic, meaning it can fire multiple rounds without 

a separate trigger pull; semi-automatic, meaning a separate trigger pull is required each time it fires 

but no additional manual action is required to put a new round in the chamber between each trigger 

pull; or manual, meaning some action is required between trigger pulls to put a new round in the 

chamber, such as a pumping motion. 

6. I have read the proposed amendment language and ballot summary for the initiative 

petition entitled, "Prohibits possession of defined assault weapons" (the "proposed amendment"). 

7. The proposed amendment purports to prohibit "Assault Weapons," which it defines as 

"any semiautomatic rifle or shotgun capable of holding more than ten (10) rounds of ammunition 

at once, either in a fixed or detachable magazine, or any other ammunition feeding device." The 

definition does not include handguns. 

8. The proposed amendment defines "semiautomatic" as "any weapon which fires a single 

projectile or a number of ball shots through a rifled or smooth bore for each single function of the 

trigger without further manual action required." This is synonymous with a firearm being "self

feeding" or "self-loading." 

9. The proposed amendment defines "Ammunition-feeding device" as "any magazine, belt, 

drum, feed strip, or similar device for a firearm." 

10. In my expert opinion, for the reasons described below, the proposed amendment would 

prohibit virtually all semi-automatic long guns. 

11. Semi-automatic long guns are made with either a "fixed" magazine, meaning the 

magazine is part of the gun and cannot be separated from it, or a "detachable magazine," meaning 

the magazine is a separate component that is removed from the gun. 
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12. Modem semi-automatic rifles are, in almost all cases, going to be capable of holding 

more than ten rounds. For rifles with detachable magazines, there is usually no physical barrier to 

constructing a large magazine. As a result, large capacity magazines are commercially available, 

even if the rifle is sold with a standard magazine holding ten or less rounds. For example, the Ruger 

10/22 rimfire rifle is a very common and popular .22 caliber rifle in the United States. Because it 

is fairly low caliber, it is used for things like small game hunting, teaching adults and children to 

shoot, and target practice. It comes with a standard ten-round magazine, but larger magazines are 

available. This would be an "assault weapon" if the proposed amendment were enacted because, 

even though it is sold with a capacity often rounds, it is capable of holding more than ten rounds. 

13. Modem semi-automatic rifles with fixed magazines are much less common than those 

with detachable magazines. Where fixed magazines are most prevalent is with .22 caliber rimfire 

rifles like the Marlin Model 60, which is similar in function to the Ruger 10/22, and uses a fixed 

tubular magazine. Firearms of this type are not commonly manufactured with a capacity of ten 

rounds or less. The lowest capacity of the Marlin Model 60, for example, is 14 rounds. 

14. Even where a semi-automatic rifle with a fixed magazine is sold with a capacity often 

rounds or less, human ingenuity usually ensures that it will be capable of holding more than ten 

rounds. For example, a semi-automatic rifle called the SKS comes with a fixed magazine that holds 

ten rounds. However, kits are commercially available that will allow it to accept detachable 

magazines with a capacity over 30 rounds. 

15. The best example I am aware of where a fixed magazine in a semi-automatic rifle would 

hold less than eleven rounds is the Ml Garand that was used in World War II and the Korean War. 

It uses a fixed magazine with an eight-round en bloc clip, which is basically eight rounds bundled 

together in the clip. The clip is inserted into the top of the receiver, which is the part of the firearm 

3 



that contains the firing mechanism. This version of the Ml Garand is what you are likely to see if 

you watch a World War II movie like Saving Private Ryan. 

16. With respect to semi-automatic shotguns, those with detachable magazines are capable 

of holding more than ten rounds for the same reason as with semi-automatic rifles with detachable 
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magazines. The vast majority of semi-automatic shotguns, however, come with fixed tubular 

magazines. These shotguns are capable of holding more than ten rounds for two reasons. First, a 

typical fixed magazine on a semi-automatic shotgun is a tube with an opening at the end. Extension 

tubes that attach to that opening, thereby increasing the capacity of the magazine, are commercially 

available. Second, a special type of round is commercially available for shotguns called "mini

rounds" or mini-shells." Aguila Ammunition, for example, advertises that its mini-shells "nearly 

double[]" the capacity of shotguns by allowing more rounds to fit in the same space. 

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge, information, and belief. 

DATE Z 
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