
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 

 ROBERT EMERSON, et al.,  

 

Appellants,      Case Nos. SC19-1250, SC19-1343  

v.       CONSOLIDATED    

     

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, et al.,  

 

Appellees.  

_______________________________/  

 MOTION OF FLORIDA SENATE TO APPEAR AS AMICUS CURIAE AND 

JOIN IN AMICUS BRIEF OF FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

IN SUPPORT OF 

APPELLANTS ROBERT EMERSON AND STACY WHITE 

Pursuant to Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.370(a), the Florida Senate 

moves this Court for leave to appear in these consolidated appeals as amicus curiae 

and simply join in the amicus brief already filed by the Florida House of 

Representatives in support of Appellants Robert Emerson and Stacy White. 

1. On September 3, 2019, the Florida House sought leave to file a brief as 

amicus curiae in both of the above-referenced appeals. 

2. On September 5, 2019, the Court granted that leave and approved the filing 

of the House’s brief. 

3. On September 4, 2019 the Tampa Bay Times published an article that was 

entitled Hillsborough's transportation tax has a new opponent: the Florida 
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House.1 The article included the following quote from the organizer for All 

for Transportation, Christina Barker, the sponsor of the referendum at issue 

in this case: “Hillsborough County voters exercised a right that the Florida 

Legislature gave them. The fact that this is being walked back now is 

incredibly disappointing.” 

4. The Senate wishes to appear in this case as an additional amicus curiae 

and join in the House brief in order to clarify that both Chambers of the 

Legislature support the House’s position stated therein. The Legislature is 

united in seeking a proper interpretation and enforcement of section 

212.055, Florida Statutes, and in opposing an expansion of the severability 

doctrine to include local exercises of legislatively delegated non-ad 

valorem taxation authority. 

5. The Senate agrees with and supports the House position, which respects 

and protects the voters. Unlawful referendums that do not follow the clear 

procedures laid out by statute should not be judicially repaired by the trial 

court. The result reached by the trial court ignores the premise upon which 

voters may have supported the referendum, namely how the transportation 

tax would be administered. 

                                                           
1 https://www.tampabay.com/news/transportation/2019/09/04/hillsboroughs-transportation-tax-has-a-new-
opponent-the-florida-house/ [Accessed 5 Sep. 2019]. 

https://www.tampabay.com/news/transportation/2019/09/04/hillsboroughs-transportation-tax-has-a-new-opponent-the-florida-house/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/transportation/2019/09/04/hillsboroughs-transportation-tax-has-a-new-opponent-the-florida-house/
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6. The Parties will not be prejudiced because the Senate would be joining the 

House brief without providing additional arguments. 

7. Additionally, the Court has given Associated Industries of Florida until 

September 10, 2019, to file a brief. 

8. Granting this motion will clarify the position of the Legislature for both 

the public and the Court. 

9. The House has no objection to the granting of this motion. 

The Florida Senate respectfully requests the Court grant this motion and allow 

the Senate to appear as an additional amicus curiae in this matter and to be deemed 

to have joined in the amicus brief filed by the Florida House. 

 

/s/    ___________ 
Jeremiah Hawkes (FBN 472270) 

General Counsel 

Ashley Istler (FBN 105253) 

Deputy General Counsel 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 

302 The Capitol 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 

Telephone: 850-487-5237 

hawkes.jeremiah@flsenate.gov  

istler.ashley@flsenate.gov  

Attorneys for Amicus Curiae, Senate 

President Bill Galvano

mailto:hawkes.jeremiah@flsenate.gov
mailto:istler.ashley@flsenate.gov


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that, on September 9, 2019, the foregoing brief was furnished by email to 

the individuals identified on the Service List that follows. 

 /s/     

Jeremiah Hawkes (FBN 472270) 

General Counsel 

ADAM S. TANENBAUM    

W. JORDAN JONES  

FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

418 The Capital  

402 S. Monroe Street  

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300  

Telephone: (850) 717-5500  
adam.tanenbaum@myfloridahouse.gov   

jordan.jones@myfloridahouse.gov   

 

Counsel for Amicus Curiae Florida 

House of Representatives 

 

ALAN S. ZIMMET,  

NIKKI C. DAY,  

ELIZABETH W. NEIBERGER, 

azimmet@bmolaw.com   

nday@bmolaw.com  

eneiberger@bmolaw.com  

nakins@bmolaw.com  

cmiller@bmolaw.com  

agarner@bmolaw.com   

BRYANT MILLER OLIVE, P.A. 

One Tampa City Center, Suite 2700 

Tampa, FL 33602  

(813) 273-6677  

 

Counsel for Hillsborough County  

KENNETH BUCHMAN, 

kbuchman@plantcitygov.com  

kenbuchman@gmail.com  

lyoung@plantcitygov.com   

PLANT CITY ATTORNEY’S 

OFFICE  

302 W. Reynolds St.  

Plant City, FL 33566  

(813) 659-4200 x.4242  

 

Counsel for Plant City  

 

WILLIAM D. SHEPHERD,  

shepherdw@hcpafl.org  

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

PROPERTY APPRAISER  

601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 15th Floor 

Tampa, FL 33602  

(813) 276-8890  

 

Counsel for Hillsborough County 

Property Appraiser  

  

HARRY COHEN 

harry.cohen@hillsclerk.com  

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

CLERK OF COURT  

601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 13th Floor 

P.O. Box 1110  
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Tampa, FL 33601  

(813) 276-8100 x. 3803  

 

Counsel for Pat Frank, Hillsborough 

County Clerk of Court 

  

 ROBERT E. BRAZEL, 

brazelr@hillsboroughcounty.org  

matthewsl@hillsboroughcounty.org  

johnsonni@hillsboroughcounty.org  

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE  

P.O. Box 1110  

Tampa, FL 33601  

(813) 272-5670  

 

Counsel for Doug Belden, 

Hillsborough County Tax Collector  

 

DAVID L. SMITH 

KRISTIE HATCHER-BOLIN, 

david.smith@gray-robinson.com  

kristie.hatcher-bolin@gray-

robinson.com   

jane.larose@gray-robinson.com  

linda.august@gray-robinson.com  

GRAYROBINSON, P.A.  

401 E. Jackson St., Suite 2700 

Tampa, FL 33602  

(813) 273-5000  

 

Counsel for Hillsborough Transit 

Authority (“HART”)  

 

CAMERON CLARK, 

clarkc@hillsboroughcounty.org  

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 

ATTORNEY’S OFFICE  

P.O. Box 1110  

Tampa, FL 33601  

(813) 272-5670  

 

Counsel for Hillsborough MPO  

  

DAVID E. HARVEY, 

david.harvey@tampagov.net  

angela.armstrong@tampagov.net  

CITY OF TAMPA ATTORNEY’S 

OFFICE  

315 E. Kennedy Blvd., 5th Floor 

Tampa, FL 33602  

(813) 274-8842 

 

Counsel for City of Tampa  

 

WILLIAM H. STAFFORD, III, 

william.stafford@myfloridalegal.com  

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

LEGAL AFFAIRS  

PL-01, The Capitol  

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

(850) 414-3785  

 

Counsel for Florida Department of 

Revenue  

  

RAOUL G. CANTERO 

DAVID P. DRAIGH 

ZACHARY B. DICKENS 

rcantero@whitecase.com  

ddraigh@whitecase.com  

zdickens@whitecase.com  

ldominguez@whitecase.com  
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WHITE & CASE LLP  

200 S. Biscayne Blvd., Suite 4900  

Miami, FL 33131  

(305) 371-2700  
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Counsel for Keep Hillsborough 

Moving, All for Transportation and 

Tyler Hudson  

 

DEREK T. HO,  

COLLIN R. WHITE, 

dho@kellogghansen.com  

cwhite@kellogghansen.com  

KELLOGG, HANSEN, TODD, 

FIGEL & FREDERICK, PLLC  

1615 M St., N.W., Suite 400 

Washington, D.C. 20036  

(202) 326-7900  

 

Counsel for Robert Emerson  

 

HOWARD C. COKER,  

CHELSEA R. HARRIS, 

hcc@cokerlaw.com  

crh@cokerlaw.com   

COKER LAW  

136 East Bay St.  

Jacksonville, FL 32202  

(904) 299-0808  

 

Counsel for Robert Emerson  

  

CHRIS W. ALTENBERND, 

caltenbernd@bankerlopez.com  

BANKER LOPEZ GASSLER P.A. 

501 East Kennedy Blvd., Suite 1700 

Tampa, FL  33602 (813) 221-1500  

 

Counsel for Stacy White  

  

ADA CARMONA, ESQUIRE 

mailprocessingstaff@sao13th.com  

STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE  

419 N. Pierce Street  

Tampa, Florida  33602  

(813) 272-5400  

 

Counsel for State of Florida  

 

BEN H. HILL,  

ROBERT A. SHIMBERG,  

J. LOGAN MURPHY, 

ben.hill@hwhlaw.com   

robert.shimberg@hwhlaw.com  

logan.murphy@hwhlaw.com  

debra.whitworth@hwhlaw.com  
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Counsel for Keep Hillsborough 
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SHUTTS & BOWEN LLP  
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(305) 347-7321 

jrodriguez@shutts.com   

  

JASON GONZALEZ  

AMBER STONER NUNNALLY  

SHUTTS & BOWEN LLP  

215 S. Monroe Street, Suite 804 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301  

(850) 241-1717 
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