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J. DAVID BOGENSCHUTZ & ASSOCIATES, P.A.
J. DAVID BOGENSCHUTZ
JACLYN E. BROUDY

J une 26, 2019

633 SE 3d AVENUE, SUITE 202
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301
TELEPHONE: (954) 764.2500
FAX: (954) 768-1923

By e-mail only to mschneider@floridajqc.com

Michael Schneider, Esq.
Executive Director
Judicial Qualifications Commission
2425 Mill Creek Court, Suite 2

Tallahassee, FL 32308

Re:

Circuit Judge Gina Hawkins

Dear Mike:
Per our conversation of June 25, 2019, please find enclosed the self-report letter from Judge Gina
Hawkins, of the 17* Judicial Circuit, in and for Broward County, Florida. Judge Hawkins has retained this
office to represent her in any matters arising from the substance of that letter. Upon the incident

described in the self-report attached occurring, and after consultation with Chief Judge Jack Tuter, and
myself, it was determined that, despite what appears to be, at best, a misunderstanding, Judge Hawkins
should advise the Commission, through you, of this incident for their review and any action deemed
appropriate in response thereto. Judge Hawkins is mortified that this incident occurred, especially
because of the apparent relative innocence of the contact, but understands her responsibilities to the
bench, and to the citizens of this community, in avoiding any such activity that could be ill-considered by
an observing public. It is my understanding, in this cause, that no public display of this incident occurred,
and that it was confined to a small anteroom outside Judge Tarlika Navarro's courtroom, which is adjacent
to Judge Hawkins.'

Please advise if there is any other information that you deem necessary or appropriate that can
be provided by us, or Judge Hawkins, and we would be happy to promptly reply.
Again, as in the past, thank you for your kind attention to this matter. We look forward to hearing
from either you and/or the Commission.

Very truly yours,

J. David Bogenschutz, Esq.
JDB/kl
Attachment

GINA HAWEINS

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
WWW.17TH.FLCOURTS.ORG

BROWARD COUNTY COURTHOUSE

201 SE 6TH STREET,

CHAMBERs 11-138
FORT I,AUDERDALE, FL. 33301
June 24 2019
(954)831-6574

By e-mail only to mschneider@floridajqc.com

Michael Schneider, Esq.
Executive Director
Judicial Qualifications Commission
2425 Mill Creek Court, Suite 2
Tallahassee, FL 32308
Re:

Circuit Judge Gina Hawkins

Dear Mr. Schneider:
On Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at approximately 10:25 a.m., I had completed my morning docket
when i realized that I had not received the petitions for the afternoon docket. The petitions, usually
printed by my Judicial Assistant, were to now be delivered by the Case Manager one day prior to the
hearings, per the Case Manager Supervisors.

I called my office and directed my Judicial Assistant to inquire of the Case Manager, Tiffany
Jackson, where the petitions were. Tiffany informed the Judicial Assistant that the DV Case Manager who
was to prepare the packets was out of the office for the day, and that she was in the process of preparing
the packets herself.
While waiting for Tiffany to bring the papers to the courtroom. I was reminded of the meeting I
had recently had with Robert and Liz from case management. We had joked about the "paper issues" and
having dockets being printed by both the Judicial Assistant and case management. Robert had suggested
that printing the packets was the job of the Case Managers, and that he would assure that the petitions
would be prepared by the DV Case Manager and delivered to me the day before for review.

As a follow-up to our meeting, and since I was waiting, I decided to go over and speak with Robert.
I peeked into Judge Navarro's courtroom, through a slightly opened door, and beckoned for Robert to
step into the hallway. As Robert entered the hallway, I jokingly reached toward him as if to grab him and
said, "Robert, we have a paper issue . . . I have no petitions." I do not believe i ever touched him, but just
made the motion in the air. Robert smirked and asked me what happened. I explained that we had
spoken with Tiffany and been informed that the DV Case Manager was not in. Robert suggested that he
would call Tiffany, and I informed him that it was not a problem, that she was on her way with the
petitions. I then stated that I was just bringing it to his attention, and that had we known the young lady
was out, we would have printed them in our office. The conversation was ended with me letting Robert
know that it was fine, and that i was just letting him know. I was in no way upset, and at no time did I yell
at him. He then went back into Judge Navarro's courtroom, and I returned to my courtroom.

The conversation with Robert was brief, and in that moment there was absolutely no indication
that Robert was uncomfortable, upset or distraught. At no time did I ever intend to offend, demean or
disrespect him. However, it is obvious that he perceived our encounter differently. While it is my
contention that I never actually touched him, it is clear that I invaded his personal space, for which I am
truly sorry. Robert and I have never had an issue, and prior to now, I felt that we were fairly friendly.
There is no way I would ever place my hands on him or anyone else in an effort to offend or harm them.
Further, no amount of paperwork would cause me to be upset to the point of verbally or physically
offending another.
Unfortunately, it was my poor judgment to believe I could engage Robert in jest. I do understand
that, as a Judge, I am responsible for the way I communicate with those around me, and must always
remain respectful and professional. This is truly a lesson learned.

Thank you for considering this correspondence.
ully,

i a
s
rcuit Court Judge
GH/kl
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TRIAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFlCE OF THE COURTS

A¼

SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA

BROWARD CoUNTY COURTHOUsE
201 S.E. 6TH STREET
SUlTE 20170-08

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301

(954) 831-7741

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Chief Judge Jack Tuter

FROM:

Kathleen Pugh, Trial Court Administrator

DATE:

June 19, 2019

RE:

Conversation with Lisa Tucker

At your request, I spoke with Lisa Tucker, Judicial Assistant to Judge Tarlika Navarro,
with regard to the events that took place outside of Judge Navarro's courtroom on June 11, 2019.
I asked Lisa if she had seen or heard any of the exchange between Judge Gina Hawkins and Robert
Grieper, Supervisor of Family Case Managers. Lisa advised me that she did not even recall seeing
them on that date. Lisa indicated that she is usually in a hurry to get orders out so when she leaves
the courtroom she is just focused on her task and nothing else.
I thanked Lisa for her time in speaking with me.

6/12/2019
To Whom It May Concern:
My name is Robert Grieper and I am a Supervisor for Domestic Relations with the 17* Judicial Circuit of
Florida. This statement addresses the event that occurred on June l 1. 2019 around 10am in the Judges'
hallway between courtrooms 11168 and 11166.
I was in Judge Tarlika Navarro's courtroom, which is 11168 that morning for an all-day case management
docket that I set. I was sitting at a table next to where the Respondent's table is located and was facing
towards the witness box. At approximately 10am, the door to the Judges' hallway opened and I saw Judge
Gina Hawkins looking straight at me and she was visibly upset. Judy,e Hawkins then violently motioned
with 1 finger to come over immediately. I then left the table where I was and went behind the bench and
Judge Navarro to go to the Judges' hallway to see what Judge Hawkins needed. When I got into the
hallway Judge Hawkins was wide-eyed and extremely upset and she put both hands around my neck and
shook me. She didn't squeeze on my neck with any pressure, but she was extremely upset regarding not
having her Domestic Violence packages for her docket that afternoon. She blamed case management for
not having her packages because she listened to Elizabeth Kamphaus, (co-supervisor for Domestic
Relations) and myself and now she's unprepared for her docket that afternoon and we're to blame.
To provide a brief background of this issue, we previously had a meeting with her approximately 2 weeks
beforehand and during that meeting we informed Judge Hawkins that our domestic violence office
prepares domestic violence packages for the domestic violence dockets that includes the petition, copy of
the injunction or order setting hearing, information if the litigant qualifies for Batterers' Intervention, if
the Respondent was served, and any criminal background checks for the litigants. Judge Hawkins was
previously having her Judicial Assistant, Radhika print every petition and she said she stopped doing so
because Elizabeth and myself informed her that the packages would be provided to her in advance of the
hearing.

I informed her that I was in the middle of Judge Navarro's docket at this time and that I would look into
this later. This incident ended because she heard Tiffany Jackson, (her assigned Case Manager) in her
courtroom, 11166 and she left being upset with me to go into her courtroom at this time. Judge Hawkins
was still extremely upset and I was in shock at this time. I then went back into Judge Navarro's courtroom

to finish the rest of our morning docket. At around noon, I came back to my office on the 19* floor and
was going to speak to Tiffany Jackson about the domestic violence package and to see if Tiffany was ok.
We briefly spoke and I could tell she was visibly upset about the whole situation. The door to Elizabeth
Kamphaus' office opened up and Elizabeth and Lynn Allen were both in her office and I spoke to them
both about what occurred with me and Judge Hawkins earlier this morning. I was extremely upset at the
situation and couldn't believe that Judge Hawkins did what she did.
At this time, I am still in shock over these events and never expected any of this to happen and I hope that
this will never happen again to myself or anyone else for that matter.
Sincerely,

Robert Grieper

.
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To whom this may concern.
This document is to give a con;: b ief examples of my encounters with Judge Hawkins during my time as her
case manager and working wi!h her where I have felt uncomfortable as she has displayed rude, condescending or
disturbing behavior towards me or la my presence.
One day in March 2019 after we worked together on a docket that I set. I met with Judge Hawkins to discuss how
she would like to coordinate her upcoming dockets. This is because I was a newly assigned case manager to her
division at the time and based on our most recent Pro-Se docket together I sensed that she was not 100% happy
with the outcome. specifically grammatical errors and the mixing of different cases within a 30 min block (i.e.
CMC s. Dissolution of Marriage. Temporary Custody. Name Change).
The meeting was between myself, Judge Hawkins and her assistant Radhika. At the time that I mentioned to
Judge Hawkins that we needed to have CMC's to help reduce her case load and how they should be held. She
states to me in a rude and condescending manner "Why would I tell each person one by one w hat they're missing
if you have already done so? That s a waste of my time!" She points her finger at me and says "You need to be
outside talking to the litigants explaining what they need to be heard and I want Final Judgments to be set also so
that Fm not just sitting here.
She has also made indirect comments about my attire in-front ofme to someone else in the coun room. I once
wore a skin suite to court (Skirt and Blazer). she says to her clerk "Janine. have you ever gotten dressed and w hen
you were finished you noticed that the suite set didn t fit so well so you took it off and wore something else?" The
clerk replied "yes." Judge Hawkins then replied "That s what happened to me this morning. I put this suite on and
it was too tight. I took it off She did not say anything to me directly about my attire or mention that she thought
my clothing was inappropriate however it was clear that the comment w as about me.
The most recent incident with her was on June l 1. 2019 1 received a call from Judee Hawkins at about (0:33 AM.
She said to me "Tiffany! Why is it 10:30 and I do not have my petitions for DV this afternoon?" in an rude mne.
I began to answer her question and explain why I had not brought them down and she interrupts me to say "'Ihat
is neither here or there! I need those packets so that I can read the petitions!".
I said "ok. 1. will bring the packets now."
When I entered the court room Judge Hawkins was not there: only the bailiff and the clerk. I placed the domestic
violence (DV) packets on the bench and walked an ay.
As I walked out. I heard someone call my name therefore I returned to the courtroom. Judge Hawkins had
returned to the court room and asked me "Are you trying to hurry out before I start fussing?" I replied. "Yes
Once I approached the bench she says. "I just came from next door and I did like this to Robert." She
demonstrated what appeared to me as her choking someone.
Her behavior has been unnecessarily unprofessional and unpredictable towards me.
I have told members of manacement about mv interactions u ith her.

zirra y Jacksoy

