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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE, SC18-
THE HONORABLE DEBORAH WHITE-LABORA
JQC No. 2018-108

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION OF DISCIPLINE

The Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission (the "JQC") served a Notice of

Investigation on County Judge Deborah White-Labora, for Miami Dade County and the 11th

Judicial Circuit, pursuant to Rule 6(b) of the Florida Judicial Qualification Commission Rules.
o

The Investigative Panel of the Commission has now entered into a Stipulation with Judge

cc White-Labora in which Judge White-Labora admits that her conduct, in writing and sending a

letter of reference to a sentencing judge, on behalf of a criminal defendant awaiting sentencing in

federal court was inappropriate. This conduct violated Canons 1 and 2 of the Code of Judicial

Conduct, as set forth in the Stipulation and Notice of Formal Charges submitted herewith.

Judge White-Labora has admitted the foregoing, accepts full responsibility, and

acknowledges that such conduct should not have occurred. She has cooperated fully with the

JQC.

The Judicial Qualifications Commission has concluded that while the judge did not

intend to violate the Canons, she did not take appropriate steps to inform herself about the

propriety of sending such a letter. Additionally, the Commission is mindful of the fact that her

action in writing the letter, while inappropriate, was not motivated by selfish interests or motives.

The JQC also notes Judge White-Labora's lengthy and heretofore unblemished service as a

judicial officer.



Finally, the Commission believes that it is useful to note how such misconduct has been

treated in the past. In In re A bel, 632 So. 2d 600 (Fla. 1994) the Florida Supreme Court publicly

reprimanded a judge for sending a character reference letter on behalf of a criminal defendant on

official court stationary to the sentencing court. In In re Ward, 654 So. 2d 549 (Fla. 1995) this

court also publicly reprimanded a judge who provided a character reference letter on judicial

stationary on behalf of a defendant awaiting sentencing in Federal Court.

Accordingly, the Commission therefore finds and recommends that in the interests of

justice, the public welfare and sound juridical administration will be well served by a public

reprimand of Judge White-Labora.

Dated this 15_t_h day of June, 2018.

INVESTIGATIVE PANEL OF THE
FLORIDA JUDICIAL
QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

By: s/ Krista Marx
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QUALIFCIATIONS COMMISSION
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