
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

(Before a Referee)

The Florida Bar, Supreme Court Case
No. SC18-728

Petitioner,
The Florida Bar File Nos.:

v. 20162061(13B)
20162070(13B)

Roberta Guedes, 20162071(13B)

Respondent.

8
STIPULATION FOR PERMANENT INJUNCTION

WHEREAS, Petitioner, The Florida Bar, on May 14, 2018, filed a Petition

Against The Unlicensed Practice ofLaw charging that certain activities of

Respondent, Roberta Guedes, constituted the unlicensed practice of law; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court ofFlorida, on May 17, 2018, issued an

order to show cause; and

WHEREAS, The Florida Bar and Respondent are willing to settle and

conclude this matter if the Supreme Court ofFlorida will agree to the settlement

and enter the injunction set forth below, The Florida Bar and Respondent jointly

stipulate and agree as follows:

1. That Respondent, at all times material herein, was not and is not a

member of The Florida Bar, and was not licensed to engage in the practice of law
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in the State of Florida.

2. That Respondent agrees that an injunction shall issue enjoining

Respondent from:

A. Expressly or impliedly holding herself out as an attorney or

using any title that would lead the public to believe that she is an attorney licensed

to practice law in Florida.

B. Using a business name that directly or indirectly implies that

the business is a law office.

C. Providing legal advice or legal services to any individual or

business.

D. Advising persons or entities of their rights, duties, and any legal

remedy which might be available to them.

E. Providing personal legal assistance to self-represented persons

in the preparation of legal documents that goes beyond selling forms, typing forms,

or providing written information.

F. Modifying Supreme Court of Florida approved forms.

G. Advising persons and entities of their rights, duties, and

responsibilities under Florida law, or federal law, as those laws relate to any legal

and/or immigration and naturalization matters, including advising persons and

entities as to various immigration benefits or statuses.
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H. Taking inquiries or answering questions from persons and

entities as to which immigration form or application is suited to the needs of the

persons and entities, how to fill out the form or application, or what supporting

documentation should accompany the form or application.

I. Entering an appearance as legal counsel on behalf of any

individual or entity in an immigration case or other legal matter.

J. Leading a client or other third party to believe that Respondent

is independently capable ofhandling a legal matter for him or her.

K. Soliciting or accepting attorney's fees.

L. Holding herself out to third parties in such a manner that a third

�042party places reliance on Respondent to personally or independently handle legal

matters.

M. Preparing or assisting in the preparation of any pleadings,

motions or any other legal documents directly for third parties other than her

supervising attorney.

N. Explaining to third parties the legal significance of any legal

document;

O. Drafting and sending letters or pleadings appearing to be from

an attorney or drafting and sending letters or pleadings on behalf of another person.

This provision will not prevent Respondent from performing work delegated to her
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by an attorney who is an active member of The Florida Bar, an out-of-state lawyer

engaged in the authorized practice of law in Florida, or a foreign lawyer engaged in

the authorized practice of law in Florida, for whom Respondent works and for

which the attorney is responsible; however Respondent will not personally provide

any type of legal services directly to the public.

P. Signing any letter, pleading or other document on behalf of any

attorney or under any attorney's signature, even with such attorney's consent.

Q. Corresponding with parties or attorneys of parties as the

representative of a customer relating to legal matters.

R. Appearing at judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings on behalf of

�042another person. If Respondent is employed by an attorney, Respondent can appear

at a hearing with her employer attorney in a paralegal or legal assistant capacity.

S. Advising another person of what to say or do at a judicial

proceeding or quasi-judicial proceedings.

T. Accepting money or any form of payment for legal services.

Respondent may accept payments on behalf of the attorney for whom she works.

Said payments can only be payable to the employing attorney and all receipts must

be issued in the name of the employing attorney.

U. Having direct contact with another in the nature of consultation,

explanation, recommendation, advice or assistance in relation to any legal remedy
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or course of action; however, Respondent may interview clients only as a paralegal

and/or legal assistant to obtain information, such as names of witnesses, for an

employing attorney after the client has signed an acknowledgement that he or she

has been informed that Respondent is not an attorney and that any information

obtained by Respondent will be given to the employing attorney, and that any

questions the client has needs to be directed to the attorney and that Respondent

cannot answer any questions about the case.

V. Discussing or interpreting the applicability of any caselaw,

statutory law or any other law with anyone other than an attorney Respondent

works for.

W. Representing to the public, either personally or by use of

advertisement, that Respondent or persons employed by her can advise and handle

matters requiring legal skill.

X. Representing to the public, either personally or by use of

advertisement, the suggestion that any services directly offered by Respondent are

the equivalent of or a substitute for the services of an attorney.

Y. Advising about or explaining legal remedies and possible

courses of action that affect the procedural or substantive legal rights, duties and

privileges ofpersons.

Z. Construing and interpreting the legal effect of Florida law or
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federal law and statutes for third parties.

AA. Allowing members of the public to rely on Respondent to

properly prepare legal forms or legal documents affecting individuals' legal rights.

BB. Otherwise directly or indirectly, through other persons,

engaging in the practice of law in the State ofFlorida until licensed to do so.

3. Respondent will provide a copy of the resulting order from the

Supreme Court ofFlorida in this case approving the Stipulation to any current (or

future) Florida licensed attorneys, an out-of-state lawyer engaged in the authorized

practice of law in Florida, or a foreign lawyer engaged in the authorized practice of

law in Florida, for whom Respondent is employed or provides services whether as

employee or as an independent contractor.

4. IfRespondent becomes employed by an attorney, any business cards,

letterhead, etc. will clearly reflect her nonlawyer status.

5. Respondent is not making any admissions of guilt by signing this

Stipulation.

6. Respondent agrees to make restitution to Ms. Lindomarcia Reyes for

$3,782.00 by money order or cashier's check payable at a minimum rate of

$100.00 per month until paid in full. The first payment is due within 30 days of the

date of the Supreme Court ofFlorida's final order in this cause. The money orders

or cashier's checks are to be payable to Ms. Lindomarcia Reyes and mailed to The

Respondent Initials Bar Counsel Initials
6



Florida Bar, UPL Dept., 2002 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607. The

Florida Bar will forward the restitution payments to Ms. Lindomarcia Reyes.

7. Respondent agrees to make restitution to Ms. Rosemar Machado for

$1,000.00 by money order or cashier's check payable at a minimum rate of

$100.00 per month until paid in full. The first payment is due within 30 days of the

date of the Supreme Court ofFlorida's final order in this cause. The money orders

or cashier's checks are to be payable to Ms. Rosemar Machado and mailed to The

Florida Bar, UPL Dept., 2002 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607. The

Florida Bar will forward the restitution payments to Ms. Rosemar Machado.

8. Respondent agrees to make restitution to Mr. Nelson Neto for

$1,500.00 by money order or cashier's check payable at a minimum rate of

$100.00 per month until paid in full. The first payment is due within 30 days of the

date of the Supreme Court ofFlorida's final order in this cause. The money orders

or cashier's checks are to be payable to Mr. Nelson Neto and mailed to The Florida

Bar, UPL Dept., 2002 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 300, Tampa, FL 33607. The Florida

Bar will forward the restitution payments to Mr. Nelson Neto.

9. Respondent agrees that failure to pay any installment of the restitution

will constitute a material breach of the Stipulation and could result in The Florida

Bar's filing of a Petition for Indirect Criminal Contempt under Rule 10-7.2 of the

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar.
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10. Respondent agrees to pay the following costs incurred by The Florida

Bar in the investigation of this matter:

COST TYPE AMOUNT

Investigative Costs: The Florida $609.00
Bar investigators - Hours

Investigative Costs: The Florida $12.42
Bar Investigators - Mileage

Robert L. Jones, Inc./ $201.60
Union County Sheriff

Court Reporter Fees: $2,560.00
United Reporting, Inc.

Interpreter $317.35

Bank Records $56.38

TOTAL COSTS: $3,756.75

11. Respondent agrees to pay the $3,756.75 in costs by money order or

cashier's check payable at a minimum rate of $100.00 per month until paid in full.

The first payment for costs is due within 30 days of Respondent paying the total

amount of restitution due in this cause.

12. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that The Florida Bar is a

governmental unit, that the costs imposed against her herein are sufficiently, for

the purpose of bankruptcy law, in the nature of a fme, forfeiture or penalty and,

therefore, are not dischargeable.
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13. The Florida Bar agrees to suspend the imposition of a monetary

penalty against Respondent in the amount of $6,000.00 ($1,000.00 for each

instance of the unlicensed practice of law alleged to have been committed by

Respondent in the Petition filed on May 14, 2018) contingent upon Respondent's

full compliance with this injunction enjoining her from engaging in the unlicensed

practice of law in Florida; however, if Respondent violates this Stipulation, the

entire monetary penalty in the amount of $6,000.00 shall immediately become due

and owing by Respondent. Respondent agrees that failure to pay the monetary

penalty will constitute a material breach of the Stipulation and could result in The

Florida Bar's filing of a Petition for Indirect Criminal Contempt under Rule 10-7.2

of the Rules Regulating the Florida Bar.

14. WHEREFORE, Respondent hereby agrees that she is prohibited by

Florida law from engaging in the unlicensed practice of law in accordance with the

terms of the foregoing Stipulation. This Stipulation will apply with equal force to

any business or businesses that Respondent opens or operates in Florida, and to all

current and future employees and/or independent contractors affiliated with

Respondent. Further, it applies to Respondent individually, even if employed by

another similar business.

15. IfRespondent engages in any conduct enjoined herein, she may be

found in indirect criminal contempt of the Supreme Court of Florida for the
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unlicensed practice of law in this state.
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DATE Ma ia L. Torres
Bar Counsel
Florida Bar No. 721840
2002 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 300
Tampa, FL 33607
(813) 875-9821
Primary E-Mail: mtorres@floridabar.org
Secondary E-Mail: upl@floridabar.org

02 .9- DD I R Rebu}n w
DATE Roberta Guedes

259 Broadway
Elizabeth, NJ 07206
E-Mail: robertaacguedes@gmail.com
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