
Filing # 80017919 E-Filed 10/29/2018 04:08:25 PM

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE, SC18-674
THE HONORABLE MARIA ORTIZ
JQC NO. 2018-63

RESPONSE TO COURT'S JUNE 8, 2018 ORDER
AND NOTICE OF FILING REVISED STIPULATION

In this judicial disciplinary matter, the Florida Judicial Qualifications

Commission ("Commission") and Miami-Dade County Judge Maria Ortiz
O
o

respectfully submit this Response to the Court's June 8, 2018 order rejecting the

proposed sanctions and relinquishing the case back to the Commission for further

proceedings,

"in order to fully develop the facts regarding any misconduct that
occurred, so that the Court, in determining the appropriate discipline,
will be apprised of all the facts and circumstances bearing on the
alleged violations."

In this case the Commission believes that the facts and circumstances

discussed at the 6(b) hearing represents all the information that has bearing on the

alleged violations. Therefore, the parties have agreed to provide the Court with a

transcript of the entire 6(b) proceeding.

In reviewing the Court's order and the facts attendant with this case, Judge

Ortiz has also agreed to accept an increased sanction. With this Response, the

Commission is also providing a Revised Stipulation in which Judge Ortiz agrees to

serve a 30-day suspension without pay, pay a $5,000 fine, receive a public



reprimand, and reimburse the Commission for its recoverable costs in the amount of

$377.45.

The parties are also submitting, for the Court's consideration, a swom

statement from Judge Ortiz's husband relating to his involvement in the management

of the household finances, his preparation of Judge Ortiz's financial disclosures, and

facts relating to the hotel stays at issue in this matter.

In spite of the allegedly criminal conduct of Judge Ortiz's husband, the

Commission does not believe it will be able to prove any intentional violation of the

Canons by Judge Ortiz beyond the clear negligence described in paragraphs 2-4 of

the Revised Stipulation.

Respectfully submitted by,

AlexfndeY J. Williams David B. Rothman, Esquire
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL COUNSEL FOR JUDGE MARIA ORTIZ

TO THE FJQC DBR ROTHMANLAWYERS.COM

FLORIDA BAR no. 99225
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
(850) 488-1581
awilliams@floridajqc.com



BEFORE THE INVESTIGATIVE PANEL
OF THE FLORIDA JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE, JQC Case No. 2018-063
THE HONORABLE MARIA ORTIZ

AFFIDAVIT OF MARIANO FERNANDEZ

STATE OF FLORIDA )
) ss:

COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE )

1. I, Mariano Fernandez, am providing this affidavit at the request of

counsel for my wife, Maria Ortiz, knowing it will be submitted to the Judicial

Qualifications Commission for use in the above referenced case.

2. I presently am charged, in the matter of State ofFlorida v. Mariano

Fernandez, Miami-Dade Circuit Court Case No.: F18-002467-A, with various

alleged crimes related to my former employment at the City of Miami Beach.

3. I have seen the Stipulation and Findings and Recommendation of

Discipline and, therefore, know the allegations and agreed upon facts and

conclusions which were submitted to the Florida Supreme Court with a

recommendation of a public reprimand and fme. I know the Florida Supreme Court

rejected the recommendation and ordered further proceedings.

4. Until recently, and for the entire time we have been mairied, I was

completely in charge of the finances for my family. That no longer is the case.



5. Until recently, my wife had her monthly salary payments directly

deposited to our joint account, and I paid all the family's bills. As ofMay 2018, that

no longer is the case.

6. Included in my management of our family's finances was my payment

of my and my wife's credit cards. Also included in my management of our family's

finances, I managed our money and budgeted spending by my wife.

7. I have read the case related documents in this matter and I know that a

major issue in my wife's case involves three stays at certain hotels in Miami Beach,

Mexico and the Dominican Republic. The latter two were organized for, and

attended by, the employees of the Miami Beach Building Department, for which I

was the Director.

8. At the time my wife gave her statement to the State Attorney, in the fall

of last year, I had not told my wife, nor did she have reason to know, whether we

were charged for the room and at what rate, for our stay at Miami Beach. After

giving her statement, we never discussed the case per the instructions of the State

Attorney.

9. At the time my wife gave her statement to the State Attorney, I had not

told my wife, nor did she have reason to know, whether we were charged for the

rooms and at what rate, for our stay in Mexico or in the Dominican Republic. After



giving her statement, we never discussed the case per the instructions of the State

Attorney.

10. As I was responsible for maintaining the family's finances, until

recently, my wife relied upon me to assist her in filling out her required financial

disclosure forms. Prior to my wife signing the disclosure forms, I did not inform her

whether we were charged for the rooms and at what rate, for our stay in Mexico, the

Dominican Republic, or Miami Beach. Therefore, my wife's declarations that the

disclosure forms were "true, accurate, and complete" were, to the best of her belief

and knowledge, truthful.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGIdT

7
MARIANO FERNANDEZ

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this D day of August 2018, by
Mariano Fernandez who is personally known to me or who roduced

as identification.

×AmERINE M SUAREZ ~N .__
commission # oc 185848 A RY PU BÜC

Expires April 6, 2022
Booded ittu BudgdNot.wy$etwa
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JUL 0 6 2018

FLORIDA

JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

6(b) Hearing Re: Maria Ortiz
JQC #18-063

Hilton Singer Island Oceanfront
3700 North Ocean Drive
Riviera Beach, Florida

Friday, April 27, 2018
8:50 a.m. - 9:48 a.m.

COMMISSION MEMBERS:

Honorable Krista Marx - Chair
Honorable James Ruth - Vice-Chair _3
Alvin Alsobrook - Member
Gregory Coleman, Esq - Member
Mayanne Downs, Esq. - Member
Honorable Kerry Evander - Member
Ricardo Morales, III - Member

ALSO PRESENT:

Michael L. Schneider, Esq.
Executive Direction & General Counsel

Alexander J. Williams, Esq.
Assistant General Counsel

David B. Rothman, Esq.
Representing Maria Ortiz

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 P R O C E E D I N G S

2 - - -

3 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: I am Judge Krista Marx

4 from the 15th Judicial Circuit. We are here,

5 of course, for your 6(b) Notice. I'm sure you

6 know that.

7 So, Judge Ortiz, the way this works is,

8 I'm going to introduce you to the panel

9 members.

10 JUDGE ORTIZ: Okay.

11 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: You will then give

12 opening comments -- you and/or Mr. Rothman,

13 whatever you prefer -- and then the Commissioners

14 will have some questions for you. At the

15 conclusion of that, we'll hear any closing

16 remarks that you or your attorney may have.

17 Would you like to give your testimony here

18 today under oath or not?

19 JUDGE ORTIZ: That's fine.

20 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. If you will

21 please turn to the court reporter and be sworn

22 in.

23 THE COURT REPORTER: Raise your right

24 hand, please.

25 JUDGE ORTIZ: (Complies)

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 THE COURT REPORTER: Do you solemnly swear

2 the testimony you're about to give will be the

3 truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

4 truth, so help you God?

5 JUDGE ORTIZ: I do.

6 THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

7 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: And, Judge, if you'll

8 just introduce yourself to us and your

9 attorney, that would be great.

10 JUDGE ORTIZ: I'm Judge Maria Ortiz, and

11 this is my attorney, David Rothman.

12 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. This is Al

as 13 Alsobrook. He is a Commissioner appointed by

14 the Governor. Gregory Coleman is here on

15 behalf of the Florida Bar. Rick Morales is

16 gubernatorial appointee. Alex Williams is the

17 assistant general counsel for the Judicial

18 Qualifications Commission. Ms. Mayanne Downs

19 is here on behalf of the Florida Bar.

20 Mr. Schneider is our General Counsel and

21 Executive Director for the Judicial

22 Qualifications Commission. Judge Kerry Evander

23 is here for the District Courts of Appeal, and

24 he's from the 5th DCA; and Judge James Ruth is

25 here from Duval County.

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 So if you or Mr. Rothman would like to

2 give us an opening statement; whatever your

3 preference is -- Counsel?

4 MR. ROTHMAN: We'll waive opening.

5 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. All right. We'll

6 start with you, Judge Ruth.

7 EXAMINATION

8 BY COMMISSIONER RUTH:

9 Q Good morning.

10 A Good morning.

11 Q Judge, I have a few questions. You

12 indicated in your Sworn Statement with the State

13 Attorney's Office that your normal procedure is that

14 once your check is received from the State of

15 Florida, you turned it over to your husband, and he

16 basically managed all your financial affairs?

17 A It was a direct deposit into the account

18 -- into the joint account; my check.

19 Q It also indicates that he pays all of your

20 bills?

21 A He pays everything.

22 Q Now, also it indicated in this statement,

23 on page sixty it says that you never looked at your

24 credit card statements but only on one occasion when

25 you thought that there was fraud of some sort, but

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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. 1 you don't recall why you looked and reviewed your

2 statement at that time?

3 A No. I looked at the statement because

4 they contacted me to see if it was fraudulent

5 activity, and then I was able to pull up the

6 statement and look at it, and I saw that I had not

7 billed that -- they misspelled it on the statement.

8 It's called Ms. Cheezious. It's like a food place.

9 But I asked my kids because what happens

10 sometimes is they will say, mom, we want to order

11 pizza or we want to order something, and I'll give

12 them my card. But they told me, no, that they

rag 13 hadn't ordered it, and then I looked -- what I did

14 was, I pulled like two or three statements, and I

15 looked and there had been similar charges, and then

16 I told the company.

17 Q Did you receive your bank statements -- or

18 your credit card statements in the mail or online?

19 A Some of them, I think, come in in the

20 mail, and some of them used to come in online; some

21 of the bills.

22 Q So your credit card statements, if you

23 received them at home, you never opened the mail to

24 look at your credit card statements when you --

25 A Very rarely. Very rarely, because my

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 husband usually gets home before I do, and he takes

2 all the mail.

3 Q Now, you indicated your normal procedure

4 as it relates to going on trips -- in particular,

5 these trips -- is that the normal procedure is that

6 you step up to the counter and he would present his

7 credit card to pay for your room and his room, and

8 you would pay for --

9 A The children.

10 Q -- the children.

11 A That's right, usually.

12 Q So do you recall on these occasions

= 13 whether you actually presented your credit card?

14 A I remember presenting the credit card on

15 the second trip. I don't remember if I presented it

16 on the first trip. I'm not sure.

17 Q Well, why wouldn't you present it, if you

18 didn't?

19 A Because sometimes he would say I'll pay

20 for everything, but sometimes -- what happened on

21 the second trip was one of the friends, some of my

22 children's friends went, and one of them didn't have

23 enough money. So I told my husband I'm going to pay

24 for Ralph because he doesn't have enough money to

25 pay for it.

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 Q I'm a little confused.

2 MR. ROTHMAN: I want to step in just a

3 second. There's actually three hotel visits,

4 and two of them were out of town; one was Miami

5 Beach, which is sort of in town.

6 CHAIRWOMAN MARX : We know that .

7 COMMISSIONER RUTH: I understand, sir.

8 MR. ROTHMAN: Okay.

9 BY COMMISSIONER RUTH:

10 Q What I don't understand is, if he pays all

11 the bills and you don't look at the credit card

12 statements --

13 A Yes.

14 Q -- why does it matter who presents the

15 credit card when you step up to the counter?

16 A Sometimes he would tell me, let's split

17 it; you pay for the kids and I pay for us because my

18 credit card is getting too high. He would tell me

19 that, and then I would do it.

20 Q So after this investigation started and

21 after the State Attorney's Office contacts you, you

22 never did go back and review those credit card

23 statements as it relates to these trips?

24 A He requested --

25 Q No, no. Did you?

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 A His credit card statements?

2 Q The credit card statements, as it relates

3 to you presenting your credit card --

4 A I've requested the credit card statements.

5 The thing is this: I've requested the credit card

6 statements regarding my children because I never

7 paid for us. He paid for us. I paid for the

8 children. One time I had requested them, and I

9 haven't reviewed them yet. I requested them

10 recently. I mean, that was not part of the

11 investigation -- my paying for the children -- but I

12 know I paid because the State Attorney's Office

13 turned over discovery, and they have my signed

14 receipts --

15 Q Okay.

16 A -- that they provided.

17 Q From the time that you were placed on

18 notice that this investigation had started --

19 commenced.

20 A Uh-huh.

21 Q So have you looked at your credit card

22 statement to review it as it relates to these trips

23 to see if there's an entry relating to you paying

24 for the rooms, other than your husband's room and

25 your room?

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 A I haven't. I mean, I've requested the

2 bills recently.

3 Q You said recent, as in when?

4 A Within the last month, because the problem

5 is this: I had switched cards. Some cards -- I had

6 gotten new cards, so I had to go looking for the old

7 cards to see the numbers on the bills that they -- I

8 didn't get the bills. My husband gave me the slips

9 from the State. When they got discovery recently,

10 that's when I saw the numbers to try to request it.

11 Q Okay. So your normal practice is to

12 present your credit card to pay for the kids.

�042 13 A That's right, if he tells me.

14 Q But you don't remember whether you paid on

15 the occasions as it relates to these trips; you

16 don't remember?

17 A Okay, I don't remember on the first visit

18 in Miami Beach, I don't remember that I gave my

19 card. I think I might have, but I don't remember.

20 On the second trip, on the trip to Dominican

21 Republic, I saw him give -- he went up and gave the

22 card. I don't remember if I gave the card for the

23 kids. On the Mexico one, the last one, I know I

24 gave the card for the kids. I remember. Because

25 one of the boys -- one of the kids that went didn't

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 have the money to pay it, so I told my husband I

2 would pay for him, too.

3 Q Okay. And as of right now, you have not

4 received credit card statements to verify one way or

5 the other whether or not your card was used?

6 A Well, I haven't looked at the statements,

7 but I have the receipts from the State.

8 Q You have receipts?

9 A Yes.

10 Q With you now?

11 A Yes.

12 Q For each trip?

13 A What they sent.

14 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: We'll get to that later.

15 COMMISSIONER RUTH: Okay. Thank you.

16 JUDGE ORTIZ: And I have the statements

17 that he also gave you that showed he was

18 billed.

19 COMMISSIONER RUTH: Okay.

20 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Thank you, Judge.

21 JUDGE ORTIZ: You're welcome.

22 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Judge Evander?

23 EXAMINATION

24 BY COMMISSIONER EVANDER:

25

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 Q Judge, I want to just focus your attention

2 on the two trips out of the country.

3 A Uh-huh.

4 Q You had one to the Dominican Republic in

5 2015.

6 A Uh-huh.

7 Q And one to Mexico in 2016.

8 A Yes.

9 Q Okay. And did your boys go with you on

10 both trips?

11 A I think they did.

12 Q Now, you said he used your credit card to

13 pay for it.

14 A Yes.

15 Q Is it a Visa, Mastercard, or what is it?

16 A You want me to look and see? Because I

17 don't remember. Probably -- I think it was probably

18 the Mastercard, but it could have been American

19 Express. I only use those two.

20 Q Okay. Are you the only signator on those

21 two accounts?

22 A Yes, I am.

23 Q And then your husband has credit cards

24 that he's the only signator?

25 A That is correct.

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 Q To kind of follow up with Judge Ruth's

2 questioning, you said for this one friend of the

3 boys that you were going to pay for, but if it all

4 comes out of one account, why is it that you're

5 paying for it rather than we're paying for it? Why

6 do you use the term, I'm paying for it?

7 A Sometimes he would tell me, "You pay for

8 the boys and I pay for mine because if not, my

9 credit card is going to get high, and yours is not

10 going to get high." He would just make that comment.

11 But I used to tell him exactly what you're saying;

12 it's all coming from the same place so what does it

13 matter.

14 Q Do you have separate bank accounts?

15 A No.

16 Q You just have one?

17 A Well, now I have my own account. I opened

18 it last week.

19 Q Okay. But for the last say, five years --

20 A For the last twenty years.

21 Q -- you just had one account?

22 A One account with my husband, and my check

23 would go in there direct deposit. I tried to have

24 him -- I tried, when I almost got divorced several

25 years ago, to pull my checks for myself and have my
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1 own account, and it was such a battle that I left

2 it. But I should have taken it out then and taken

3 over my finances, and I wouldn't be here today.

4 Q Okay. So you get monthly statements on

5 your credit card accounts, right?

6 A Yes, on some of them.

7 Q Whether they're online or --

8 A Somewhere, uh-huh.

9 Q So in a given year, how often do you check

10 the statement -- once, twice, each time?

11 A Honestly, only if I would get a call that

12 there was fraudulent activity, which is rare.

�042 13 Q So someone could be committing fraud every

14 month, and you wouldn't know?

15 A Well, he would check them because

16 sometimes he would ask me, "Did you buy something

17 here?" He would ask me, and I would tell him yes or

18 no; or, if he saw that it wasn't the groceries and

19 the usual stuff, he would ask me, and I would tell

20 him. So I knew he would check everything.

21 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: I'm sorry. Could you

22 repeat that last statement? You usually check?

23 JUDGE ORTIZ: No, he would check it. He

24 would check the accounts, and if he saw a

25 charge that was not like groceries --

RICHARD LEE REPORTING
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1 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: But your last

2 statement, Judge, what was your -- you said you

3 do or do not check?

4 JUDGE ORTIZ: I did not check it

5 regularly.

6 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Thank you. I just

7 couldn't hear you.

8 JUDGE ORTIZ: No, no, I didn't. He would

9 check it, and he would ask me --

10 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Got it, thank you.

11 JUDGE ORTIZ: -- if he saw something that

12 was not the usual charge, like Publix or

13 Winn-Dixie.

14 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Thanks, sorry to

15 interrupt.

16 JUDGE ORTIZ: No, that's okay.

17 BY COMMISSIONER EVANDER:

18 Q All right. Let me ask you about the

19 statement you gave to the State Attorney -- the

20 Assistant State Attorney. You mentioned in there

21 that your husband told you about investigators

22 coming.

23 A Yes.

24 Q But you couldn't remember specifically

25 what he had said about what they were investigating;
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. 1 is that right?

2 A The thing is this: He doesn't like

3 telling me almost anything. He told me -- and I

4 wasn't home the day they went. He told me they

5 asked him questions about the trips at that time.

6 But throughout, as time progresses, he will tell me

7 a little bit more about different things. Like

8 recently, I found something else out that I didn't

9 even know, because I guess when he remembers or when

10 he feels like sharing something, he'll tell me.

11 Q But did he tell you that he was under

12 investigation?

a 13 A No. He didn't know why they had gone to

14 see him.

15 Q Okay. But yet you told him that he should

16 have an attorney for this case today?

17 A Yes.

18 Q So you were of the view that if an

19 investigator comes, you should have an attorney,

20 even if it's nothing to do with you, if they're not

21 investigating you?

22 A Yes, I do. I think it's always better

23 because you never know. When an investigation is

24 being conducted, you never know what people are

25 looking for, if you can say something that you
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1 shouldn't say or, I mean, just to protect yourself.

2 I mean, I'm a judge and I'm an attorney, and I know

3 better than to come here without an attorney, even

4 though I feel I haven't -- that maybe I wouldn't

5 need one, but I always think it's safer to have an

6 attorney.

7 Q So you had no suspicion that he was the

8 one under investigation?

9 A Not really, because he had been talking to

10 me about other things going on at the City that he

11 didn't like, so I thought maybe it had to do with

12 that.

13 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: I have nothing

14 further at this time.

15 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. Mr. Schneider,

16 anything?

17 MR. SCHNEIDER: No.

18 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Ms. Downs?

19 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Nothing.

20 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Mr. Williams?

21 MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, thank you.

22 EXAMINATION

23 BY MR. WILLIAMS:

24 Q Judge Ortiz, I have a couple of questions

25 for you related to the out-of-country trips.
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1 Just so that we're all on the same page, I

2 want to show you what I think you've been referring

3 to as the receipts. Here, I'll give these to your

4 attorney so that you all can look at them together,

5 but I believe these are the receipts that you

6 received from the hotels.

7 A I didn't receive these receipts.

8 Q Okay. But if you could just look at them

9 and see if those relate to the two trips, that would

10 be the first step.

11 A Hold on. This is the '15, and that's the

12 '16. I see these receipts, yes.

13 Q Okay. And those are the receipts that

14 relate to the trip to Playa del Carmen and the trip

15 to the Dominican Republic; is that right?

16 A That is correct, yes, sir.

17 Q Okay. You were referring to the 2016

18 trip. That was the latest trip; the last one that

19 you all took?

20 A Yes, sir.

21 Q And you said that you know you paid using

22 your personal credit card for the children and the

23 children's friend?

24 A Yes.

25 Q How many people -- your husband, your
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1 children, your children's friend -- of that group,

2 how many people are we talking about?

3 A You mean that went on the trip, total?

4 Q Correct. I'm sorry, I just want to be

5 specific. I'm not talking about the whole building

6 department and their plus ones. I'm just referring

7 to you and your husband and your children and their

8 friends. How many people in that group?

9 A I think it was my son Antonio; his

10 girlfriend, Lizzy; Rod, Matthew.

11 Q I'm sorry, can you describe the

12 relationships for that, because I don't know who

= 13 those are.

14 A I'm sorry. My son Antonio and his

15 girlfriend, Lizzy, went. My son Rod.

16 Q Okay.

17 A And Matthew is my -- their friends, but

18 he's also the brother of my niece's husband.

19 Q Okay.

20 A And then Ralph and I think it was

21 Christina are good friends of the boys.

22 Q Sure.

23 A And Carlos I think went and his

24 girlfriend.

25 Q So --
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1 A I think her name is Steph --

2 Q -- that's eight people.

3 A That was the group that was with -- oh,

4 and my best friend, Hilda, went to that one, too.

5 Q Okay. And then you and your husband.

6 A And me and my husband; and the city staff

7 that wanted to go with their families.

8 Q Okay. And when you used your card on this

9 trip to pay for, as you said, the children, who are

10 you including in that? Who specifically did you use

11 to pay for --

12 A I used it for --

= 13 Q Was it all of the eight people that we

14 talked about?

15 A No, no, not for all of them, no.

16 Q Your son Antonio and his girlfriend?

17 A I don't know if I paid for Antonio, or he

18 might have paid for his because he was working

19 already. I paid for Ralph for sure.

20 Q Okay.

21 A And I think I paid for Ralph and

22 Christina. That was my recollection.

23 Q And how many rooms did this group of ten

24 or so people take up?

25 A Well, Antonio had his room. Hilda had her
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1 room. My husband and I had one room. Rod and

2 Matthew were in one room, and -- two per room except

3 for Hilda. She was by herself.

4 Q In terms of the folks who were staying --

5 and you were talking about these ten or so folks --

6 I understand if you look at the receipt that your

7 name is listed on that receipt for the 2016 trip.

8 A Yes.

9 Q And it says, special discount, 100

10 percent; do you see that?

11 A Yes, I see that.

12 Q Okay. And the total for those four nights

13 would be 18,607 pesos, which is about $986.40 under

14 the currency exchange rate.

15 A Okay.

16 Q So here's my question to you, Judge: You

17 handed your credit card over to pay for nine hundred

18 eighty six dollars' worth of hotel fees, and your

19 testimony to the Commission so far is that you never

20 checked to see if that actually went through; is

21 that correct?

22 A At that time?

23 Q At any time.

24 A No, I didn't because if I give my credit

25 card to pay and I sign, I believe they're charging
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1 it.

2 Q Is $986.00 a lot of money to you?

3 A Is it a lot of money? It's a lot of

4 money, but if that's what it is, I signed it and I

5 gave it to them; but I don't remember it being

6 $986.00.

7 Q Okay. The receipt for the 2016 trip, if

8 you could review that.

9 A Yes.

10 Q Do you see the total listed under your

11 name?

12 A Yes.

�042 13 Q For the four nights is about 18,607 pesos?

14 A I see it, yes.

15 Q And I want to make sure we're talking

16 about the same thing, and we can --

17 A I mean, the thing is, I never saw this

18 document. This document was not given to me at the

19 hotel.

20 Q Okay, that was my next question.

21 A I had never seen this document till I went

22 to the State Attorney's Office.

23 Q Fair enough. Let me ask you this

24 question, Judge: So you handed your credit card

25 over to whom at this --
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1 A To the person in the front desk.

2 Q Okay. So you handed the card to the

3 person at the front desk to pay for --

4 A The room.

5 Q -- the room. Did you ask how much it was

6 going to be?

7 A Yes.

8 Q Okay. And they said?

9 A They said -- I don't remember exactly. I

10 looked at the receipt since, and there were

11 different amounts.

12 Q My question to you is: When you handed

13 your credit card to the front desk personnel for

14 this 2016 trip and said, "Here's my credit card," did

15 you say just charge whatever you think is fair --

16 A No.

17 Q -- or did you ask how much it was going to

18 be?

19 A It was the same charge supposed to be --

20 it was a group rate and the same rate for everyone.

21 I don't remember exactly what the group rate was,

22 but everybody knew they had to pay the same amount,

23 and everybody gave their card.

24 Q So it sounds like -- and correct me if I'm

25 wrong; I don't want to put words in your mouth --
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1 you didn't specifically ask how much your credit

2 card was going to be charged.

3 A No, not really, because it was a group

4 rate. Everybody knew it was -- I knew ahead of time

5 it was going to be a hundred, two hundred. I don't

6 remember how much it was going to be, but it was a

7 group rate for the whole group, and everybody gave

8 their credit card to sign in. The only time I ever

9 talk to my husband about money is if I'm going to

10 spend more than five hundred dollars. I would say,

11 Can I go buy this or that, you know, and he almost

12 never agreed to anything.

= 13 My family room, I saved with my allowance

14 to buy the couches and to buy the furniture for the

15 TV, so it's not like -- I know it's weird to hear

16 this stuff. Even to spend more than five hundred

17 dollars, I would have to ask him, "Can I take out

18 five hundred dollars, because I need to give money

19 to the boys" for this or for that. That was the way

20 that I lived.

21 So I didn't worry about these things

22 because he knew what it was, and I would just give

23 my credit card because he told me, "Let's split the

24 bill." I never worried about amounts. I always

25 lived very frugally. That was the way it was.
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1 Q And just to clarify, you used your

2 personal credit card that only you used on this

3 trip. I think you said it was either a Mastercard

4 or an American Express?

5 A Yes.

6 MR. WILLIAMS: I don't have any other

7 questions at this moment.

8 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. Mr. Morales?

9 EXAMINATION

10 BY COMMISSIONER MORALES:

11 Q Your Honor, so you have your credit cards

12 that only you sign.

13 A Yes.

14 Q And your husband had his, but he would pay

15 all the bills. You never -- he paid everything, so

16 you never knew how much you had on your credit card;

17 whether it was a high balance or low balance or

18 anything. You had no idea?

19 A No, I didn't. The only time I would know

20 is when he would do the financial statements. He

21 would fill out the Form 6 for me sometimes, and he

22 would give me a little paper that would say what the

23 balances were, so I would have it to put together

24 with the Form 6 when I would save it. That was the

25 only time of the year that I would know what the
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1 balances were. I didn't even know the password to

2 get into the computer to look at the program.

3 Q To look at -- pardon me?

4 A The program for the money, I didn't have

5 the password.

6 Q You talked about, you know, just a minute

7 ago you made a comment that you lived very frugally.

8 Other than these two trips to -- one to

9 the Dominican Republic and one to Mexico, did you

10 typically go on a big family vacation every year?

11 A No.

12 Q So these two trips were --

13 A That was the family vacation.

14 Q Right, but would you do a family vacation

15 you think of that extravagance to go internationally

16 every year?

17 A The only time we would leave the States

18 was when -- my husband is from Spain. All his

19 brothers and sisters are parents were in Spain. We

20 would go to Spain if somebody was getting married or

21 there was a communion or something like that. That

22 was when we would go to Spain as a family.

23 Q So when these trips came along that you

24 went to the Dominican Republic and to Mexico, did

25 you think it was unusual that you were going to go
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1 on a family vacation that --

2 A Yeah, I wasn't happy because he never --

3 first of all, he hates the beach. I like the beach,

4 but he doesn't like the beach. Then all of a sudden

5 when he started working for Miami Beach, they wanted

6 to do these team-building trips. And I told him, "Why

7 are you doing this? If you want to go spend time

8 with the kids and me, let's just go as a family.

9 Let's do a family trip."

10 But that wasn't the reason for the trips;

11 he wanted to go on the trips he said for team

12 building, but it was because he wanted to go on the

= 13 trips with his friends from the beach.

14 Q And did you ever ask him how can we afford

15 this?

16 A Oh, I didn't worry about affording it

17 because I knew what I was making, and he was making

18 more than me. He was making like one eighty-five.

19 Q But you just made a comment saying that

20 you lived very frugally.

21 A Me personally, because he controlled my

22 money. Because if I wanted to buy something I would

23 have to ask for permission, and he would tell me,

24 no, you can't do that or, yes, you can do that.

25 Like if I wanted to buy something for the house it
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1 was always, no. I would have to save to buy like

2 furniture or something. My couch was falling apart.

3 I had to cover it, and he wouldn't let me go buy a

4 couch. To buy the boys' bedrooms, I had to buy it

5 on my Macy's. I told him I'm going to buy it, and

6 we'll pay it off little by little. I had to do it

7 like that. He would never agree to expenses for the

8 house --

9 Q I understand.

10 A -- is what I mean; not for other stuff.

11 Q So these, I would call them somewhat

12 extravagant vacations to go to Mexico or to go to

= 13 the Dominican Republic, you never questioned how,

14 you know, if he was so --

15 A No, it's not that. We had money, and when

16 we traveled, we traveled fine. The issue was he

17 wanted to control what I would spend. You know,

18 like what I would spend, he wanted to control what I

19 would spend is what he wanted to do. It's not that

20 -- he would go to lunch every day. He would go to

21 lunch, and he would go to happy hour, and he would

22 have this wonderful, extravagant life which I wasn't

23 a part of.

24 But he would try to keep me, you know, not

25 to spend; do you see what I'm saying? That's what I
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1 mean. It's not that we didn't have money. We had

2 money. He would spend the money, and I would work

3 and put in my check. Then he would control what I

4 could spend. Basically, that's what it was.

5 COMMISSIONER MORALES: Thank you.

6 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Mr. Coleman?

7 COMMISSIONER COLEMAN: Thank you, Chief.

8 EXAMINATION

9 BY COMMISSIONER COLEMAN:

10 Q Good morning, Judge.

11 A Good morning.

12 Q You've been a judge in some capacity for

= 13 twenty-one years?

14 A Yes.

15 Q County court judge since 2004 and criminal

16 for thirteen years?

17 A Yes.

18 Q In October of 2017, you gave your

19 statement to the State Attorney's Office. You were

20 represented by Mr. Rothman?

21 A Yes, I was.

22 Q And on February 6th of this year, your

23 husband was arrested, right?

24 A Yes, sir.

25 Q And there were multiple articles down in
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1 Miami about his arrest and about the facts of the

2 case, right?

3 A Yes.

4 Q And about the fact that you had attended

5 these stays with him in these hotels -- yes?

6 A Yes.

7 Q But you did not self-report this to the

8 JQC, did you?

9 A Because of advice of counsel.

10 Q Well, I'm going to be very careful how I

11 ask this question, because I read that in your

12 lawyer's response that it was his counsel to you to

= 13 not self-report. But do you agree with me that

14 that's not his decision; that's yours, right?

15 A The thing is this: I have never had any

16 problems. When I went to see my lawyer in October,

17 I wanted to self-report in October that something

18 was happening. I didn't know what was happening,

19 but from what I could -- it seems when he got

20 suspended without pay, but my attorney believed at

21 that time that really there was nothing to

22 self-report.

23 Looking back now, I probably -- I realize

24 I should have said something at that time, and in

25 February for sure. But you know what? I was
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1 overwhelmed. I wasn't thinking straight, and I

2 admit I should have self-reported when he got

3 arrested. But a lot of things were going on, and I

4 didn't think straight.

5 Q So your reason for not self-reporting, at

6 least in February, was you were not thinking

7 straight?

8 A It was so many things were happening all

9 at once.

10 Q Have you amended your financial

11 disclosures to reflect these hotel stays as gifts?

12 A No. Because I don't know -- honestly, as

= 13 we sit here today, there's allegations that they

14 were gifts. My husband has shown me that he paid

15 for them. That's the issue. The issue before the

16 criminal court is, were they gifts or did he pay? I

17 don't know as of yet.

18 COMMISSIONER COLEMAN: Nothing further,

19 Chief.

20 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Thank you. Mr.

21 Alsobrook?

22 COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK: No, I have no

23 questions.

24 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Judge Evander?

25 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: Yes.
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1 BY COMMISSIONER EVANDER:

2 Q Judge, I think in your answer, I can't

3 find it, as far as the State Attorney -- but in your

4 answer you said that you take trips with

5 girlfriends?

6 A Yes.

7 Q How many do you take a year?

8 A one.

9 Q And where would you go?

10 A Wherever she plans it. We've gone to

11 Vietnam. We've gone to Eastern Europe.

12 Q Okay. When did you go to Vietnam?

�042 13 A We went to Vietnam in I think it was

14 2016.

15 Q Okay. For how long?

16 A For I think it was eighteen days or

17 something like that.

18 Q How about Eastern Europe? When did you go

19 there?

20 A No, I'm sorry. Vietnam was '15 and

21 Eastern Europe was '16.

22 Q Okay. So one you went in 2015, and one

23 you went in 2016?

24 A Yes.

25 Q How long was the trip to Eastern Europe?
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1 A Like two weeks I think it was.

2 Q Okay. And how did you pay for those

3 trips?

4 A I would give her money every week. She

5 paid for -- I paid for the airfare with my miles,

6 and I cleared it with my husband. I paid the

7 airfare with my miles -- part of the airfare -- and

8 the other airfare I paid with the credit card. It

9 was a tour. It was a book with a group, and then I

10 would give her money every week when I would take

11 money out.

12 Q So you didn't use your credit card in

13 Eastern Europe?

14 A Yes, I did, but very little.

15 Q okay. Well, after those trips, would you

16 check to see how much that you had spent in Eastern

17 Europe, or how much you spent in Vietnam?

18 A No, because I used it only like to buy one

19 gift if I need to; very little.

20 Q Well, but how do you know if the statement

21 wasn't for ten thousand dollars if you didn't check

22 it?

23 A It must have not been much because he

24 didn't tell me anything. He would tell me if it was

25 more than a hundred dollars.
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1 Q So are these trips something that your

2 husband gave you permission to go, even though it's

3 going to cost more than five hundred dollars?

4 A Yes.

5 Q Okay. Now, at the resorts, did you eat at

6 restaurants on the resort?

7 A Those resorts are all-inclusive -- the

8 food, the drinks, everything is included. They have

9 different restaurants and cafeterias, and you can go

lo and -- it's kind of like a cruise. You know, it's

11 not a cruise, but it's kind of like a cruise where

12 you can go; you have different options.

13 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: Thank you.

14 COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK: Chief, I need --

15 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Go ahead, Mr. Alsobrook.

16 EXAMINATION

17 BY COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK:

18 Q How did you accumulate miles?

19 A By using the credit card.

20 Q Were the trips to Mexico and Dominican

21 Republic miles that you were able to accumulate?

22 How did you --

23 A No.

24 Q You said you bought the tickets to Europe

25 with miles that you accumulated.
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1 A Yes.

2 Q How did you do that?

3 A The Advantage Card, it gives you -- with a

4 number, you can log in and see the miles. And I

5 gave it to my best friend, and she looked it all up,

6 and she organized all the miles. She's like a

7 travel agent. She's not, but she should be. That's

8 what she does. And then I went to her house, and

9 she called and saw how many miles I had, and then

10 she logged in and she took care of all that stuff.

11 Q So you accumulated miles with the

12 purchases that you made --

= 13 A The purchases, yes.

14 Q -- for furniture and things of that

15 nature?

16 A When you buy things you get the miles, and

17 they add up. Then you can use them to buy the

18 ticket. She knows how to do it.

19 Q Are you still married?

20 A I'm currently -- I have a divorce lawyer,

21 but I haven't -- the divorce lawyer has recommended

22 that we don't sign the divorce papers till after

23 qualifying because I'm up for election, and

24 qualifying is next Friday.

25 Q How do you feel about all this? What's
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1 your -- do you feel any guilt? Were you

2 irresponsible? Were you ignorant? Were you naive?

3 A I have so many feelings. Give me a

4 minute. I feel like I was betrayed by my husband.

5 I feel like I was naive to trust him, and I feel

6 that I shouldn't trust anybody. And I should just

7 handle all my affairs by myself, and that's what I'm

8 going to do from now on.

9 Q How do you feel about how all this

10 publicity and whatnot reflects on the judicial

11 system?

12 A Oh, I think it's terrible because people

13 write whatever they want to write. It doesn't mean

14 it's true or that it's correct, but they don't care.

15 They write whatever they want to write, and they get

16 away with it. I haven't even -- when this whole

17 thing started, I didn't watch any of the conferences

18 on TV or the news or anything because I didn't

19 want to get upset because I can't comment on it, so

20 why watch it?

21 So I just wouldn't read it, and I wouldn't

22 watch it because I didn't want to know what they

23 were saying because I knew -- my friends would call

24 me and tell me they're saying this, they're saying

25 that, and I would tell them I don't know. I don't
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1 want to see it, and I don't want to hear it.

2 Because if I can't comment about it and I can't

3 defend myself, why even know about it. Then it'll

4 be worse.

5 COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK: Thank you.

6 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Mr. Williams?

7 MR. WILLIAMS: Judge, I want to make sure

8 I understood.

9 BY MR. WILLIAMS:

10 Q You said that you used miles to pay for

11 the trip overseas with your friend.

12 A Yes.

�042 13 Q And did I understand you to say that you

14 logged in and saw how many miles you had and how far

15 you could get?

16 A Yeah, she taught me how to do it with the

17 credit card. We called. They give you the

18 information, the miles you have, and then you can

19 buy it. You can buy part of it. She looks to

20 see -- there is dates that you can use the miles,

21 and there's dates that you cannot use the miles.

22 And she's really good at all that, so she did all

23 that.

24 Q So you did that on the computer?

25 A Yeah, her house she did it, and I was with
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1 her. That's just a credit card, so she could do it.

2 Q And as you logged in to see your credit

3 card, you didn't get to see the statement or didn't

4 look at the statement?

5 A I didn't look at the statement.

6 Q Okay. I want to talk to you a little bit

7 about the financial disclosures that you filed.

8 A Yes.

9 Q Were you aware of the general financial

10 situation in your house, or was that something that

11 your husband mainly did?

12 A He handled all the financial things in the

= 13 house.

14 Q Okay. So the financial disclosure that

15 I'm looking at from 2016 that you filed lists a net

16 worth of -- as of December 31, 2016, of 1.336

17 million dollars.

18 A Uh-huh.

19 Q Is that something that you calculated, or

20 is that something that your husband --

21 A He calculates it, and he prints out --

22 what he does is, he has a program in the computer

23 that can tell you the balances of everything as of a

24 day. So he prints that out on December 31st, and he

25 would do the forms or have me do the forms. He used
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1 to do the forms. I did the form this year.

2 Q Okay. I want to go back to the form you

3 were talking about which is the 2016 form. You also

4 list liabilities in the amount of $140,990.00 to

5 Jesus Bravo?

6 A Yes.

7 Q $107,846.00 to JP Morgan Chase?

8 A Uh-huh.

9 Q Seventy-four hundred and some change to

10 Chase auto loans, and a couple to Bank of America

11 and Wells Fargo.

12 My question to you is: These liabilities

= 13 that you've listed, are those amounts that you

14 calculated, or is that something that your husband

15 provided to you?

16 A My husband.

17 Q Okay. The final page, the second page of

18 your disclosure, I trust that you signed the

19 disclosure?

20 A Yes, of course.

21 Q And I see that it's notarized.

22 A Yes.

23 Q There is an oath that says the person

24 whose name appears at the beginning of this form is

25 deposed on oath or affirmation and say that the
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1 information disclosed in this form and any

2 attachments hereto is true, accurate, and complete.

3 So my question to you is: How can that

4 information be true, accurate, and complete, and how

5 can you sign that oath if you didn't double-check

6 the information?

7 A Well, he gave me the printout. That's

8 what I'm telling you. At home I have the printout

9 he gave me in December that says the amount owed on

10 those accounts, and I looked to see if the amounts

11 are the same, and then I signed.

12 Q The amounts of what are the same?

a 13 A He has a program in the computer where he

14 deducts or puts in the monies that are owed.

15 Q Right.

16 A And then in December 31, he prints out the

17 statement that says all the money that we owe to

18 different credit cards, to the car, to everything.

19 And he gives me that statement with that, and then I

20 check it and I make sure that the numbers -- I have

21 all those papers saved -- that the numbers are the

22 same numbers, and I sign based on the document he

23 gives me, which is a record he keeps all year long.

24 It's like having an accountant who gives you a

25 statement. This is all the monies.
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1 Q You said it's like having an accountant.

2 Does your husband have any training in

3 being an accountant?

4 A Well, he doesn't, but he does our taxes,

5 too, and everything every year.

6 Q Judge, I just have a question, touching on

7 what Mr. Alsobrook was asking you.

8 Do you feel like this hearing has been

9 unfair to you, or do you feel like you're a victim

10 here today?

11 A I don't feel that I'm a victim. I feel

12 that it's been like a wake-up call. This whole

13 thing with my husband and being here, it's been like

14 a wake-up call that I need to take care of all my

15 finances myself. And the thing is, when you're

16 married thirty years, you think you can trust the

17 person you're married to -- almost thirty years --

18 but you can't.

19 So I don't know who -- I can't trust

20 anybody. I'm going to have to do everything myself,

21 but I'm getting the worst anyway, so I'm trying to

22 -- I opened up my account. I did the direct deposit

23 paperwork. I'm still going to have to give him part

24 of the money because we have to pay the bills, and

25 he's not working. He's only getting a pension from
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1 when he was at the City of Miami.

2 I'm fixing the house so we can sell it,

3 and I already have the divorce lawyer doing the

4 paperwork to get divorced. So, you know, it's going

5 to take a little bit of time, but I'm trying to

6 organize myself, so that I don't have these problems

7 again.

8 MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you.

9 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: What is your

10 friend's name?

11 JUDGE ORTIZ: Hilda Fernandez.

12 BY COMMISSIONER EVANDER:

=s 13 Q And what does she do?

14 A She's retired. She's been a widow for

15 like four years, and that's when I started --

16 Q What's her first name?

17 A Hilda with an "H." We've been friends --

18 Q Did anyone else go on those trips, besides

19 her --

20 A Oh, yes, some friends of hers went on the

21 trips. It was a group.

22 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: Okay.

23 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Go ahead.

24 COMMISSIONER DOWNS: Okay.

25 BY COMMISSIONER DOWNS:
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1 Q Judge, let me make sure I get this point

2 about your financial disclosure. Your husband

3 compiled the numbers?

4 A Yes.

5 Q Then you looked at the form --

6 A Yes.

7 Q -- and compared those?

8 A That's correct.

9 Q So you trusted him to get that right?

10 A Yes.

11 Q And then you signed?

12 A Exactly.

=s 13 Q Can you delegate your responsibility to

14 him?

15 A To give me the numbers?

16 Q Yes, to fulfill your duty to sign under

17 oath that this is correct, that you know it from

18 personal knowledge, is that delegable? Is that

19 something -- if I have a duty to do something like

20 that, can I just say, hey, Judge Marx, will you do

21 this for me? And if she does it -- my question is:

22 In your heart, do you think that's a delegable

23 duty?

24 A The thing is, I thought that he --

25 Q Yes or no, Judge. Is it a delegable duty?
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1 Are you okay with the fact that under oath you're

2 telling us, hey, I didn't understand any of this. I

3 trusted my husband to do it, and I signed. Is that

4 okay?

5 A I thought it was okay, but maybe it isn't.

6 Q Thank you. Well, what do you think today?

7 A I don't think so.

8 Q Thank you.

9 A That's why I filled out the form this year

10 mysel f .

11 Q Thank you.

12 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay, Judge, I have a

�042 13 couple questions.

14 EXAMINATION

15 BY CHAIRWOMAN MARX:

16 Q So these trips you would go on, there

17 would also be some pretty extravagant excursions

18 included for the whole group.

19 A Which ones? Which trips?

20 Q The three trips we questioned here.

21 A Oh, the three trips, okay.

22 Q And on each occasion that you went on

23 these extravagant excursions, did you ever say, "How

24 are we paying to go to the show?"

25 A To, oh, the show. Well, my husband -- my

RICHARD LEE REPORTING



Page 44

. 1 belief was he had gotten the tickets, and I know my

2 son paid for the other one because he gave me the

3 receipt.

4 Q So your husband didn't say you're going to

5 have to pay a particular portion of that extra

6 expense? Only when it came to paying for the kids'

7 rooms were you to ante up your own credit card?

8 A Well, and I give the kids -- if I remember

9 correctly, I either used my credit card or gave my

10 kids money to buy excursions they went on, like a

11 jeep excursion and things like that. I went and I

12 gave my credit card for them to do that.

13 Q All right. So listen, Judge, here's what

14 I'm hearing today -- and I'm going to quote you: "I

15 was naive to trust him." So you're telling us,

16 Commissioners, I'm this little woman who stays home.

17 I have a domineering husband, and I was naive to

18 trust him. And we're just supposed to believe that

19 you had no idea because you never check your credit

20 card statements that are under your own name that

21 require your own signature?

22 A Uh-huh.

23 Q That it was just one pot of money, and you

24 just had no idea because you trusted the man you've

25 been married to for thirty years, right? That's
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1 what I've heard.

2 A Yeah, and that's the way it was with my

3 father, too, by the way --

4 Q Okay. But let's talk about --

5 A Well, let me answer the question if you're

6 asking me the question. When I started working at

7 sixteen, I gave my checks to my father, and I got an

8 allowance, and when I got married, I gave it to my

9 husband. It was the same -- this is the way I was

10 brought up. Maybe this is not the way it should be,

11 but the way I was brought up, my mother worked and

12 gave her check to her father. I worked; I gave my

13 check to my father.

14 Then I got married and I married a man who

15 was eight years older than me, who was very

16 domineering, and my check went into the account, and

17 he did it. This was the way I was brought up. I

18 realize now that this is not the best -- this is not

19 a good way, especially if you're a judge, and you

20 need to be responsible for your finances and for

21 your disclosures and for everything. But I've had

22 to change basically since -- this whole ordeal with

23 my husband has made me realize that this is not the

24 best way and that I need to take responsibility for

25 everything that I do and that I can't trust anyone
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1 else to do it the way it's supposed to be.

2 I mean, I've had to change my way of

3 thinking from how I was brought up and how I've

4 lived my life with my husband.

5 Q Okay.

6 A Maybe it's not -- you know, I know you

7 probably think in this day and age that there's a

8 person who lives like this but, yes, I live like

9 this. I still iron and I still wash my clothes and

10 I still cook dinners. And I have a son with special

11 needs, and I would come home and spend three hours

12 every day helping my son. You know, I had to

= 13 delegate on him because I had to deal with my

14 children and my parents who are older, and I thought

15 I could trust him. Obviously, I was wrong.

16 Q Okay. You thought you could trust him,

17 but I'm sure you read the response that Mr. Rothman

18 filed, right? Did you read that?

19 A Yes, I did.

20 Q You participated in that?

21 A Yes. Yes. Yes.

22 Q And that tells us that you've been married

23 since 1991, correct?

24 A That's correct.

25 Q And there were a few great years in the
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1 beginning.

2 A A few good years.

3 Q And then these trips -- not only did you

4 bury your head in the sand about how they were being

5 paid for and excursions were being paid for or any

6 of the food --

7 A You mean by --

8 Q Let me finish my question.

9 A Okay, okay.

10 Q But that it's also your position and

11 you've indicated to us that you really believe

12 these trips were just a guise for your husband to

a 13 hook up with paramours, correct?

14 A The last four years.

15 Q Well, in your statement didn't you say we

16 had a couple of good years --

17 A In the beginning.

18 Q -- and thereafter you were very suspicious

19 that your husband has been rampantly cheating on

20 you, and that these trips in particular were

21 designed for him to hook up with paramours?

22 A Yes.

23 Q Isn't that what your statement says?

24 A Yes. Yes.

25 Q Well, when you take a vow and you're in a
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1 marriage to a man like that, wouldn't you say that's

2 dishonest conduct, if you're under the belief that

3 he's taking you and your children on these trips so

4 that he can hook up and have extramarital sex? Is

5 that dishonest conduct on behalf of the spouse?

6 A On his behalf?

7 Q Yes.

8 A Yes.

9 Q And is that trustworthy behavior?

10 A Okay, can I explain?

11 Q No. I want you to answer my question:

12 When a spouse, according to you, would take their

= 13 wife and children --

14 A Yes.

15 Q -- to international trips for the sole

16 purpose of having extramarital sex with someone

17 else, is that trustworthy behavior on the part of

18 the person that you've alleged has done that to you?

19 A No, it's not trustworthy.

20 Q It's not, is it?

21 A No.

22 Q And isn't that dishonest conduct?

23 A Yes, it is.

24 Q But, in this instance, you want the

25 Commissioners to believe that I was just naive to
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1 trust him, this man that you're telling us that for

2 years has been cheating and being completely

3 dishonest with you.

4 A Yes.

5 Q That's what we're to believe.

6 A Because he would always deny -- he would

7 always deny that he was cheating on me, and he only

8 came to tell me that he was cheating on me last

9 year. At the end of the year, he took my kids and

10 me and he confessed to me that he had had one affair

11 with an employee. I would always tell him, you

12 know, I was suspicious and I would talk to him, and

13 he would tell me it was all in my mind and that he

14 wasn't cheating and that I was being -- and I never

15 had any proof until the end of last year that he

16 confessed that he had cheated on me with a person

17 that I knew.

18 Q Well, whether he denied it or not, you

19 certainly wouldn't feeling trustworthy about it,

20 certainly not from your response that you gave us.

21 You weren't feeling that you were in a steady --

22 because, in fact, the weekend --

23 A No.

24 Q -- that you went, that none of the other

25 people from the building department went, was
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1 because you wanted to salvage your marriage with

2 this man that you were having trust issues with;

3 isn't that what you stated in your statement?

4 A That he wanted to talk to me to see if we

5 could fix our marriage because I had tried to get

6 divorced from him.

7 Q And would you agree, Judge, that since

8 you've been a judge since 2004, that's a long period

9 of time that anybody that's in that position makes

10 very important decisions that have a great impact on

11 individuals?

12 A Yes, it's true.

�042 13 Q But you at home are just completely

14 controlled by your husband and remain oblivious to

15 all financial matters and to all matters because you

16 were just naive to trust him?

17 A Well, everything was -- as far as I knew,

18 there's two things: First, there's the personal

19 relationship, which was not a good personal

20 relationship, but I stayed in that relationship

21 because I did. For whatever reason, I stayed in

22 that relationship with him even though I wasn't

23 happy, even though he wouldn't go anywhere with me;

24 not to Bar functions, not to anything. I've lived

25 my -- since my kids were little, basically I've
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1 lived my whole life dedicated to my children and

2 married to this person.

3 Now, on a personal basis my marriage was a

4 disaster, but it was what it was. But I never had

5 any reason to doubt that he was not being

6 responsible for paying the bills; for paying for the

7 things that needed to be paid in the house. They

8 are two different things. The personal relationship

9 was a disaster, but our relationship as far as him

10 handling -- I would handle the children; I would

11 handle their homework; I would handle the house,

12 things that needed to be done, and he would handle

= 13 the finances. I had no reason to doubt that he was

14 not being responsible in handling the finances.

15 Q So you only had doubt that he was being

16 untrustworthy and dishonest in the sexual arena, but

17 you had full faith that in the financial arena he

18 was being completely trustworthy?

19 Can you understand, ma'am, how we might be

20 having a bit of a problem accepting what -- your

21 exact quote -- I was just naive to trust him. Can

22 you understand the totality of the circumstances

23 that we might have a hard time believing that you

24 really were just so trustworthy of your loving

25 husband?
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1 A I was. I was. As a matter of fact, you

2 know, that was the truth. The truth was, I trusted

3 that he was handling the finances appropriately. I

4 suspected he was cheating on me, but he always

5 denied it, so I always -- and he always came home

6 every night except when he would go on hunting trips

7 with his friends. You know, I suspected, but I

8 didn't have proof; and if I don't have proof, I

9 would get upset, and then I would start believing

10 that it was fine.

11 COMMISSIONER EVANDER: You said twice that

12 he always denied that he was having affairs.

13 JUDGE ORTIZ: Yes.

14 BY COMMISSIONER EVANDER:

15 Q How many times did you ask him?

16 A When he was at the City of Miami, I

17 thought he had had an affair with an employee.

18 Q Right. But how many times did you ask?

19 Was this something that occurred every couple times

20 every year, or how often did you --

21 A Really, it was like once at the City of

22 Miami and then like two times at Miami Beach.

23 Q Okay. But you said always.

24 A Huh?

25 Q You said he always denied it. So I want
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1 to ask you: How many times did you accuse him or

2 ask him whether he was having an affair?

3 A In a year maybe?

4 Q Yes.

5 A In the last four years?

6 Q Yes.

7 A Like maybe three times.

8 Q Okay. Did you ever wonder whether he had

9 expended money in regard to these suspected affairs?

10 A After he told me -- after he confessed, I

11 did ask him.

12 Q Did you take any steps to verify whether

= 13 he had spent money on these affairs?

14 A I don't have access to his credit cards.

15 He never takes cash. He uses his credit cards.

16 Q Are you on the joint checking account?

17 A Yes. But he would always send me to go

18 get the cash. As far as I know, he doesn't like to

19 use the ATM card.

20 Q All right. You could check the joint

21 checking account and see how much was going out of

22 there to pay his credit card bills.

23 A When I asked him about the women, he told

24 me he used a line of credit that he has on his own.

25 I asked him.
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1 Q Right. But you could see from the joint

2 checking account how much money went to pay --

3 A Yes.

4 Q And you never checked.

5 A With the women, you mean?

6 Q To see how much was going out of the joint

7 checking account to pay for his credit card bill.

8 A Oh, no, I never checked.

9 Q Why not if you didn't trust him?

10 A I didn't trust him but not with the money.

11 I thought he was having an affair.

12 Q Well, I think I just asked you whether you

13 thought he might be spending money on the affair.

14 A Yeah, I thought maybe.

15 Q Okay.

16 A But I didn't check.

17 COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK: Can I ask one

18 follow-up?

19 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: You may.

20 MR. WILLIAMS: Judge, did I understand you

21 say you went to the ATM and withdrew money at

22 his request?

23 JUDGE ORTIZ: Yes, every week.

24 BY MR. WILLIAMS:

25 Q And just common knowledge from using ATMs
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1 is that that will print a receipt --

2 A The balance, yes, of course.

3 Q -- and there's a balance, and then you

4 checked that?

5 A Yes, I always saw the balance. The

6 balance was fine so I didn't worry. There was

7 always money in the bank.

8 MR. WILLIAMS: I don't have any other

9 questions.

10 JUDGE ORTIZ: I mean, there was always

11 money in the bank, so I didn't worry that there

12 was low funds or anything like that.

13 EXAMINATION

14 BY COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK:

15 Q Does your husband still live in the home

16 with you?

17 A Yes, he does. Yes, he does.

18 Q The trials over which you preside, are

19 there any bench trials without a jury?

20 A Yes, sir.

21 Q Do you think your thought process in this

22 instance, and in those kinds of instances, are they

23 similar? Do you just trust everybody, or do you --

24 A No. No, it's different. For me, when I

25 go to work, I block everything out. I just focus on

RICHARD LEE REPORTING



Page 56

1 what the testimony is, what the evidence is, the

2 documents, what the testimony is, and then what the

3 law requires. It's very -- I've never had a problem

4 like that, and I did over five hundred bench trials

5 as a workers' comp judge from before I even went to

6 the county court bench, and I've never had a problem

7 with the bench trials.

8 Q In this situation --

9 A In criminal or civil either.

10 Q -- with your husband there's a saying, you

11 know, denial is not just a river in Egypt.

12 A Uh-huh.

13 Q Is that where you were? Is that where you

14 are now, still?

15 A With him?

16 Q In denial?

17 A In denial as to what?

18 Q Everything that's happened. You just want

19 to put it out of your mind and just say it didn't

20 happen. I mean --

21 A What he did? My emotions with him,

22 there's nothing left. There is nothing left of

23 whatever existed between him and me. He's still in

24 the house because he has no family here. All his

25 family is in Spain, and he has no job, and if I hurt
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1 him, I hurt my children. He is the father of my

2 children, so he's staying in the house until we sell

3 the house, and then he'll get his part of the money

4 and he can rent an apartment or go live wherever.

5 But, I mean, honestly, I wanted to throw

6 him out when he confessed that he had cheated on me,

7 but the only person I was going to hurt was my kids,

8 because my kids were crying like crazy when he told

9 them this, and it broke my heart. So I was very mad

10 at him, but I didn't throw him out because he didn't

11 have anywhere to go, and the only people that were

12 going to suffer were my children. They love him

= 13 very much so I let him stay at the house.

14 And I told him when we sell the house,

15 you'll get your money and you rent an apartment or

16 you go wherever you want, and you live your life,

17 and I'll live my life.

18 COMMISSIONER ALSOBROOK: Okay.

19 COMMISSIONER RUTH: I have a quick

20 question.

21 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Judge Ruth?

22 BY COMMISSIONER RUTH:

23 Q So you indicated you're qualifying next

24 week, correct?

25 A Yes.
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1 Q So that's a very tedious process. There's

2 about six different forms that you had to have

3 notarized.

4 A Yes.

5 Q You have to have a treasurer, assistant

6 treasurer.

7 A Yes.

8 Q Open a campaign account, raise money, pay

9 the qualifying fees.

10 A That's --

11 Q So who did all that for you?

12 A I did.

�042 13 Q You did?

14 A I did.

15 Q So who is your treasurer?

16 A I am, and my best friend, Hilda -- the one

17 who went on the trip with me.

18 Q Okay. So what about your qualifying fee?

19 Did you raise that?

20 A Yes, I did.

21 Q How did you raise it?

22 A By mailings.

23 Q So your husband was not involved in that

24 process?

25 A No, I sent the mailings. My friend helped
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. 1 me do the mailings.

2 Q Okay. So you've been a judge for how many

3 years?

4 A A county court judge since 2004.

5 Q So you had to go through that qualifying

6 process a few times.

7 A Yes, I have.

8 Q But you've handled those financial issues

9 for yourself?

10 A Yes. Yes.

11 Q And your husband's not involved?

12 A When I ran last time, he did an Excel

a 13 sheet for returning -- to do the math for the

14 percentages that had to be returned in one of the

15 elections.

16 Q But you handled the money?

17 A Oh, yes, but I handled the -- my friend

18 and me would put -- I put it in the computer and all

19 that.

20 Q You managed the account; the monies.

21 A I know how to do it, yes.

22 Q Okay.

23 A Yes, I do.

24 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Anyone else?

25 MR. WILLIAMS: Judge, how old are your
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1 children?

2 JUDGE ORTIZ: Now they're twenty-one and

3 twenty-two, and I have a niece that I've raised

4 since she was ten, and she's turning

5 twenty-seven.

6 COMMISSIONER RUTH: How much money did you

7 raise on this occasion?

8 JUDGE ORTIZ: I've raised -- I have to do

9 -- I think I've raised like twenty-four;

10 something like that.

11 COMMISSIONER RUTH: Twenty-four thousand?

12 JUDGE ORTIZ: Yes. I think it's around

a 13 there because there are some deposits that have

14 to be made; in the twenties.

15 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. Thank you very

16 much. If either of you would like to give

17 closing comments?

18 MR. ROTHMAN: I think the judge has been

19 through enough. I have nothing else to say.

20 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: Okay. Thanks so much.

21 JUDGE ORTIZ: Thank you very much.

22 CHAIRWOMAN MARX: We will be in touch.

23 Thank you very much for your attendance today.

24 Thank you.

25 (Proceedings concluded at 9:48 a.m.)
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