
IN THE SUPREME COURT 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL, etc. 

Petitioner, 

v. 

LASHONTA RENEA JACKSON, 

Respondent. 

CASE NO. SC18-468 
DCA CASE NO. 1D16-3940 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF IN SUPPORT 
OF PETITIONER, FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL 

Pursuant to Rule 9.370, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, the Florida 

League of Cities (“League”) and the City of Boca Raton, Florida (“City”), hereby 

move for leave to file a single amicus curiae brief in support of petitioner, Florida 

Highway Patrol (“FHP”). 

1. The League is the united voice for Florida’s municipal governments. 

Its goals are to serve the needs of Florida’s municipalities and promote local self-

government. The League was founded on the belief that local self-governance is the 

keystone of American democracy. 

2. The League consists of hundreds of municipal members throughout 

Florida.   Those municipalities are frequently entitled to invoke the protections of 
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sovereign immunity in connection with, at a minimum, the performance of 

discretionary planning functions that may ostensibly give rise to litigation. 

3.   The League’s members employ tens of thousands of employees in 

administrative, law enforcement, fire fighting and varied other capacities. These 

employees are frequently entitled to invoke the immunity from suit conferred on 

them by section 768.28(9)(a), Florida Statutes.  When trial courts deny the 

invocation of such immunity and fail (or refuse) to provide an explanation for their 

decisions, otherwise immune employees are presently forced to continue litigating, 

often to trial, thus vitiating the immunity from suit expressly conferred by the 

Legislature. 

4. As a result of the foregoing immunities, the League’s members and 

their employees have a vested interest in ensuring that denials of such immunity are 

reviewed at the earliest stage possible. 

5. The City is a Florida municipality located in Palm Beach County. The 

City, through it elected officials and/or administrative personnel, frequently makes 

discretionary planning decisions, which under Florida law are sovereignly immune 

from judicial review and potential liability.  Additionally, the City employs 

individuals in administrative, law enforcement, fire fighting and varied other 

capacities. These employees are frequently entitled to invoke the immunity from suit 

conferred on them by section 768.28(9)(a), Florida Statutes.  The City, like the 
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League, has an interest in ensuring that denials of such immunity are reviewed at the 

earliest possible stage of litigation. 

6. While this appeal specifically concerns itself with the sovereign 

immunity applicable to discretionary planning functions of local and state 

government, the Court’s anticipated reasoning in deciding the appeal will have 

broader implications for local governments throughout the state.  Rule 

9.130(a)(3)(C) has multiple subsections governing interlocutory review of non-final 

orders that deny the application of immunity in various contexts pertinent to 

municipal governments.  See, e.g., Fla. R. App. P. 9.130(a)(3)(C)(vii) (relating to 

absolute or qualified immunity in civil rights actions); (C)(x) (relating to immunity 

under section 768.28(9)); (C)(xi) (relating broadly to invocations of sovereign 

immunity).  All of these rules are worded similarly, and it reasonable to conclude 

that the Court’s interpretation of one subsection will subsequently be applied to other 

subsections governing other types of immunity invocations. 

7. Undersigned counsel has conferred with the Solicitor General of 

Florida, who has graciously indicated that his client has no objection to the 

participation of the League and the City as amici curiae in support of the FHP. 

8. Undersigned counsel has also conferred with counsel for respondent in 

this appeal, Lashonta Renea Jackson, who has interposed an objection to amicus 

participation unless all amici are willing to submit a single consolidated brief.  For 
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reasons related to the financial arrangements of such representation and amici’s 

desire to have separate counsel advance their interests, a consolidated brief across 

all amici is not feasible.  Undersigned counsel will confer with counsel for other 

amici in an effort to minimize, where possible, any duplication of arguments 

presented. 

9. Accordingly, the League and the City respectfully request that the Court 

enter an order granting leave for the League and the City to appear as amicus curiae 

in support of the Florida Highway Patrol. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edward G. Guedes, Esq. 
Florida Bar No. 768103 
Prim. E-Mail:  eguedes@wsh-law.com 
Sec. E-Mail:  szavala@wsh-law.com 
Weiss Serota Helfman  
Cole & Bierman, P.L. 
2525 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Ste. 700 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Telephone:  (305) 854-0800 
Facsimile:  (305) 854-2323 
 
Counsel for Amici Curiae 
 
By:  /s/ Edward G. Guedes  
  Edward G. Guedes 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 I certify that a copy of this motion was served via e-portal on January 8, 2019, 

on the following counsel: 

Jack J. Fine, Esq. 
Melissa S. Morris 
Fine, Farkash & Parlapiano, P.A. 
622 N.E. 1st Street 
Gainesville, Florida 32601 
jfine@ffplaw.com 
mmorris@ffplaw.com 
jduchaj@ffplaw.com 
 
— and — 

Daniel Glassman, Esq. 
Glassman & Zissimopulous 
804 NW 16th Avenue, Suite B 
Gainesville, Florida 32601 
dan@putmyclientsfirst.com 
  
Co-Counsel for Respondent 
  

Ashley Moody, Esq. 
Amit Agarwal, Esq. 
Britt Thomas, Esq. 
Rachel Nordby, Esq. 
Tort Litigation Bureau 
Office of the Attorney General 
The Capitol PL-01 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
Amit.agarwal@myfloridalegal.com 
Britt.thomas@myfloridalegal.com 
Rachel.nodby@myfloridalegal.com 
 
Counsel for Petitioner, Florida 
Highway Patrol 

 Frances G. De La Guardia, Esq. 
Holland & Knight LLP 
701 Brickell Avenue, Suite 3300 
Miami, Florida 33131 
frances.guasch@hklaw.com 
 
Miriam Soler Ramos, Esq. 
City Attorney 
City of Coral Gables 
405 Biltmore Way 
Coral Gables, FL 33134-5717 
mramos@coralgables.com 
 
Counsel for Amicus City of Coral 
Gables 

  
  /s/ Edward G. Guedes  
  Edward G. Guedes 
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