
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
 

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Complainant, 
 

v.  

JAMES R. PALMER,  

Respondent.  

Supreme Court Case
 
No. SC
 

The Florida Bar File Nos.
 
2017-30,536(09A); 2018-30,173(09A) 

_________________/ 

COMPLAINT  

The Florida Bar, complainant, files this Complaint against James R. Palmer, 

respondent, pursuant  to  the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar and alleges:  

1.  Respondent  is, and at all  times  mentioned in the complaint was, a 

member of The Florida Bar, admitted on  October 22, 1984, and is subject to  the 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida.  

2.  Respondent  practiced law in  Orange County and Seminole  County, 

Florida, at all  times  material.  

3.  The Ninth  Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee A  found probable 

cause to file this complaint  pursuant  to Rule 3-7.4 of the Rules  Regulating The 

Florida Bar, and this  complaint  has been approved by the presiding member of that  

committee.  
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COUNT I
 

[The Florida Bar File No. 2017-30,536(09A)] 

The bar realleges paragraphs  1-3  as  if fully stated  herein.  

4.  The Florida Bar received notice from Valley National Bank  that  on  

November 22, 2016, there were insufficient funds in the respondent’s  trust account  

to  honor a $9,000.00  check.  

5.  In addition, on  January 13, 2017, the bar received a letter from  Natt  

Reifler, a former attorney and  partner at the Law Offices  of Palmer, Reifler & 

Associates, who stated that he had received complaints from several clients  that the 

firm was late in making  payments to them.  

6.  The bar initiated an investigation and subsequently identified multiple 

trust and operating accounts maintained by respondent at numerous banking  

institutions.  The audit pertained  to  six  trust accounts maintained  at five banks and  

six operating accounts maintained at four banks.   Respondent was the sole attorney  

signatory on the trust accounts.  

7.  Based on the foregoing, the bar performed a compliance audit for the 

period of January 1, 2013 through February 6, 2018.  The audit  pertained  to  

respondent’s accounts at BMO Harris Bank, Valley National Bank, First Green  

Bank, Regions Bank, and IberiaBank.  As part of the audit, the bar subpoenaed  

account records from the afore-referenced banks.  
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8.  The trust accounts were used  to receive payments from individuals
  

accused of shoplifting  or employee theft from  respondent’s retail company clients.  

The accounts were also  used  to  disburse a portion of the funds from trust  to the 

retail company clients as restitution and/or damages.  A portion of the funds held in  

trust was also disbursed as attorney’s fees.  

9.  The bar’s audit  identified  numerous  violations with  respondent’s trust  

accounts and records.  

10.    The audit confirmed that there was an overdraft of $8,672.21 in  

respondent’s trust account maintained at Valley National Bank.  On or around  

November 22, 2016, check number 43003 for $9,000.00 cleared the trust account  

when  the ending daily balance was only $327.79.  

11.  On November 23, 2016, the overdraft was  corrected with  an  

$11,000.00 deposit of funds from one of respondent’s other trust accounts.  

12.  In a letter to  the bar dated January 27, 2017, respondent explained  that  

he had  no  personal involvement with the circumstances  leading to the overdraft.  

He stated that someone explained  to  him the overdraft was “due primarily to a 

bank error” because the bank’s website was inaccessible, and the firm’s  

accountants and attorneys were unable to  see the trust account  balance.  

13.  Another violation identified  by the bar’s audit  involved  deposits into  

respondent’s trust accounts  described as loans  or investments from various  parties.  
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There were 140 deposits identified during the audit period received from
 

respondent’s relatives, employees at the firm, relatives of those employees, or 

other individuals. 

14. Earlier in January 2017, respondent had a conversation with Mr. 

Reifler, in which respondent stated he would be contacting friends to obtain 

$100,000.00 to pay Six Flags, one of the firm’s clients. 

15. Subsequently, a large portion of the loans or investments was used to 

make payments to respondent’s clients from the trust accounts. 

16. In one particular instance, on November 17, 2015, funds in the 

amount of $1,000,000.00 were received from Mr. Durante and deposited into the 

checking account at Valley National Bank.  Thereafter, on February 10, 2016, 

$50,000.00 of the funds received from Mr. Durante was wired from the Valley 

National Bank checking account to the BMO Harris trust account. The transfer was 

identified with the description “GL2120”. 

17. The funds were then used to make payments to retail companies that, 

at the time, were respondent’s clients.  On February 10, 2016, a payment of 

$107,764.39 was made to Walmart and $9,765.73 was paid to Toys R Us. Based 

on the balance in the trust account, respondent would have been unable to make the 

payments without Mr. Durante’s funds. 
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18.  Another similar transaction occurred on or around September 16,
  

2016, as  identified in  the bar’s audit.  There were two  separate $25,000.00 wires  

received from Mr. Phillips and deposited into the BMO Harris  trust account. The 

firm’s Summary Report  identified  the wires as loans.   

19.  The funds were then  used  to make a payment  of $54,647.32 to  

Walmart.   Based  on  the balance in the trust account, respondent would  have been  

unable to make the payment without the wires from Mr. Phillips.  

20.  Further, on November 2, 2016, Mr. Kleczka wired  $500,000.00 into  

the Valley National Bank  trust account.  The audit revealed  that  $120,000.00 of the 

funds was  subsequently wired to  the BMO  Harris  trust account on November 4, 

2016. The firm’s Summary Report identified  the wire with the notation “GL2120”.   

21.  On November 4, 2016, the $120,000.00 was used to make payments  

totaling $105,311.86  to respondent’s clients: Sears, Walmart, Dick’s Sporting  

Goods, Publix, Madame Tussauds New York, U.S. Foods, Lumber Liquidators, 

and OfficeMax. Based on the balance in the trust account, respondent would have 

been unable to make the payments without Mr. Kleczka’s funds.  

22.  Several clients  began contacting respondent’s partner, Mr. Reifler, in  

September 2016 to report that the firm was late in making  payments to  them.  

Some of the identified clients included Seattle  Goodwill, Dollar General, Six  

Flags, Universal Orlando/Hollywood, Delhaize/Food Lion, Spencer Gifts, Macy's, 
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The Home Depot, and Dillard's.  The reported amounts  of late payments  totaled
  

approximately $340,000.00.  

23.  In or around  January  2017,  respondent  had  a conversation with  Mr. 

Reifler, wherein respondent  stated  he would be contacting friends to obtain  

$100,000.00 to pay Six Flags.  

24.  In respondent’s January 17, 2018  sworn statement, he stated he was  

not sure if there was  a shortage in his trust accounts during the audit period.  

Respondent explained that he was unsure because he  did  not regularly review  

reconciliations, monthly comparisons, journals, or ledger cards.  

25.  Respondent also commingled trust and  operating funds.   The audit  

revealed several  deposits  into the trust account  that  were quickly transferred to the 

operating account and used for operating purposes.  

26.  The audit also  noted other deposits into  the trust  account that  were 

identified in the firm’s records as being for operating  use. The deposits  were  

intended for operating expenses  and were improperly  deposited into  the trust  

account.  

27.  In or around  July 2014, three separate wire transfers  totaling  

$74,000.00, as  identified  by the audit, were  made into respondent’s trust account. 

Each wire transfer was described as  being for operating  purposes.  
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28.  On November 30, 2016, several deposits totaling $155,100.00  were 


made into respondent’s trust account and were identified as loans.  On November 

30, 2016, a portion  of those deposits was  transferred to  one of respondent’s  

operating accounts.  The funds were used  to correct a large overdraft and for 

various operating expenses.  

29.  The bar’s audit also identified  violations with respondent’s trust  

account records and  procedures.  Respondent failed  to maintain  the required trust  

account records. Respondent also failed  to perform the required trust accounting  

procedures.  

30.  Respondent was  not  in substantial compliance with  the provisions  of 

Chapter 5 of The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar regarding Trust Accounts.  

31.  Further, respondent failed  to register all of his trust accounts with the 

Florida Bar Foundation.  

32.  On  more than  one occasion, between February 2017 and October 

2017, respondent was requested to provide full and complete trust records for all  of 

his trust accounts.  The required records  included monthly bank statements, deposit  

slips, canceled checks (front and  back), journals, ledger cards, monthly  

comparisons, monthly reconciliations, and a written  trust plan.  

33.  Respondent was  also  informed that his initial production  on March 13, 

2017, was incomplete.  
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34.  Subsequently, respondent was served  on November 1, 2017  with a 


subpoena duces tecum,  issued  by the grievance committee, for the production of 

his trust records.  

35.  On January 17, 2018, respondent delivered incomplete trust records.  

The records which were provided were not compliant with the rules regarding trust  

accounts.   

36.  To date, respondent has not provided compliant journals, ledgers, 

monthly reconciliations, monthly comparisons  or a written trust  plan  for all  of his  

trust accounts.  

37.  Respondent made misrepresentations  in  his Annual Membership Fee 

Statements for the periods 2013-2014 to 2016-2017 regarding his compliance with  

Chapter 5 of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar pertaining to  trust accounts.   

38.  Respondent certified  that  he was  in compliance, despite his  

admissions  in  his  January 2018  sworn statement that he did  not  regularly review  

reconciliations, monthly comparisons, journals, or ledger cards.  

39.   Respondent’s certification is also contrary to the findings  in  the bar’s  

audit.   

40.  By reason  of the foregoing, respondent has violated the following  

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar:  
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A. 4-1.8(a) A lawyer is prohibited from entering into a business
 

transaction with a client or knowingly acquiring an ownership, possessory, 

security, or other pecuniary interest adverse to a client, except a lien granted by 

law to secure a lawyer’s fee or expenses, unless: (1) the transaction and terms on 

which the lawyer acquires the interest are fair and reasonable to the client and are 

fully disclosed and transmitted in writing to the client in a manner that can be 

reasonably understood by the client; (2) the client is advised in writing of the 

desirability of seeking and is given a reasonable opportunity to seek the advice of 

independent legal counsel on the transaction; and (3) the client gives informed 

consent, in a writing signed by the client, to the essential terms of the transaction 

and the lawyer's role in the transaction, including whether the lawyer is 

representing the client in the transaction.; 

B. 4-1.15 A lawyer shall comply with The Florida Bar Rules 

Regulating Trust Accounts; 

C. 4-8.4(c) A lawyer shall not engage in conduct involving 

dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation, except that it shall not be 

professional misconduct for a lawyer for a criminal law enforcement agency or 

regulatory agency to advise others about or to supervise another in an undercover 

investigation, unless prohibited by law or rule, and it shall not be professional 

misconduct for a lawyer employed in a capacity other than as a lawyer by a 
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criminal law enforcement agency or regulatory agency to participate in an
 

undercover investigation, unless prohibited by law or rule; 

D. 4-8.4(d) A lawyer shall not engage in conduct in connection 

with the practice of law that is prejudicial to the administration of justice; 

E. 5-1.1(a)(1) A lawyer must hold in trust, separate from the 

lawyer’s own property, funds and property of clients or third persons that are in a 

lawyer’s possession in connection with a representation. All funds, including 

advances for fees, costs, and expenses, must be kept in a separate federally insured 

bank, credit union, or savings and loan association account maintained in the state 

where the lawyer’s office is situated or elsewhere with the consent of the client or 

third person and clearly labeled and designated as a trust account except: (A) A 

lawyer may maintain funds belonging to the lawyer in the lawyer’s trust account in 

an amount no more than is reasonably sufficient to pay bank charges relating to the 

trust account; and (B) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer’s own funds into trust to 

replenish a shortage in the lawyer’s trust account. Any deposits by the lawyer to 

cover trust account shortages must be no more than the amount of the trust account 

shortage, but may be less than the amount of the shortage. The lawyer must notify 

the bar’s lawyer regulation department immediately of the shortage in the lawyer’s 

trust account, the cause of the shortage, and the amount of the replenishment of the 

trust account by the lawyer; 
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F. 5-1.1(b) Money or other property entrusted to a lawyer for a 

specific purpose, including advances for fees, costs, and expenses, is held in trust 

and must be applied only to that purpose. Money and other property of clients 

coming into the hands of a lawyer are not subject to counterclaim or setoff for 

attorney’s fees, and a refusal to account for and deliver over the property on 

demand is conversion; 

G. 5-1.1(g)(4) Lawyers or law firms must advise the foundation, at 

its current location posted on The Florida Bar’s website, of the establishment of an 

IOTA account for funds covered by this rule. The notice must include: the IOTA 

account number as assigned by the eligible institution; the name of the lawyer or 

law firm on the IOTA account; the eligible institution name; the eligible institution 

address; and the name and Florida Bar number of the lawyer, or of each member of 

The Florida Bar in a law firm, practicing from an office or other business location 

within the state of Florida that has established the IOTA account.; 

H. 5-1.2(b)(3) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: original canceled 

checks or clearly legible copies of original canceled checks for all funds disbursed 

from the trust account, all of which must: (A) be numbered consecutively, (B) 
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include all endorsements and all other data and tracking information, and (C) 

clearly identify the client or case by number or name in the memo area of the 

check; 

I. 5-1.2(b)(6) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: a separate cash 

receipts and disbursements journal, including columns for receipts, disbursements, 

transfers, and the account balance, and containing at least: (A) the identification of 

the client or matter for which the funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; 

(B) the date on which all trust funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; (C) 

the check number for all disbursements; and (D) the reason for which all trust 

funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; 

J. 5-1.2(b)(7) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: a separate file or 

ledger with an individual card or page for each client or matter, showing all 

individual receipts, disbursements, or transfers and any unexpended balance, and 

containing: (A) the identification of the client or matter for which trust funds were 
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received, disbursed, or transferred; (B) the date on which all trust funds were 


received, disbursed, or transferred; (C) the check number for all disbursements; 

and (D) the reason for which all trust funds were received, disbursed, or 

transferred; 

K. 5-1.2(b)(8) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: all bank or savings and 

loan association statements for all trust accounts; 

L. 5-1.2(d)(1) The minimum trust accounting procedures that must 

be followed by all members of The Florida Bar (when a choice of laws analysis 

indicates that the laws of Florida apply) who receive or disburse trust money or 

property are as follows: The lawyer is required to make monthly: (A) 

reconciliations of all trust bank or savings and loan association accounts, 

disclosing the balance per bank, deposits in transit, outstanding checks identified 

by date and check number, and any other items necessary to reconcile the balance 

per bank with the balance per the checkbook and the cash receipts and 

disbursements journal; and (B) a comparison between the total of the reconciled 

balances of all trust accounts and the total of the trust ledger cards or pages, 
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together with specific descriptions of any differences between the 2 totals and
 

reasons for these differences. 

COUNT II 
 

[The Florida Bar File  No.  2018-30,173(09A)] 
 

The bar realleges paragraphs  1-3  as  if fully stated  herein.  

41.  In or around February 2017, respondent’s firm, Palmer Recovery  

Attorneys, PLLC, opened  accounts at First Green Bank.  The accounts  included  an  

operating  account  and trust account.    

42.  Thereafter, on September 13, 2017, The Florida Bar  received a 

complaint against respondent filed  by the Director of Attorney Banking Services  

with First Green Bank.  The complaint alleged misconduct  regarding the receipt  

and disbursement  of funds from respondent’s  accounts, which resulted  in a  

significant  overdraft in the operating account.   

43.  At that time, respondent’s accounts were part of an audit  initiated  by  

the bar, based  in  part  on an  overdraft  notice for respondent’s trust account at  

Valley National Bank.  The audit identified 12  deposits into the First Green Bank  

operating account from  respondent’s brother,  Ronald Palmer.  The funds were 

from  his  personal accounts, one maintained at First Green Bank and  one at Chase 

Bank.  The deposits  totaled  $750,410.00  and were made during  the period  of July  

28, 2017 to August  1, 2017.   

14
 

http:750,410.00


 

44.  Respondent  disbursed against those deposits and  issued  several  large 


checks back  to Ronald Palmer.  As a result of the disbursements, there was an  

overdraft  of $743,000.00  in respondent’s operating account.   

45.  On August  24, 2017, the bank  records reflected a “Right  of Offset  

Transfer” involving the transfer of funds  from  respondent’s  trust account,  at or 

around that time, to correct the overdraft in the operating account.  

46.  In his  sworn  statement on January 17, 2018, respondent denied  

authorizing the transfer of funds from the trust account.  Respondent also stated  

that  he believed  the trust funds  had been replaced within  two weeks  of their 

removal.  

47.  Respondent failed  to  provide records to  support the replacement of the 

funds in his  trust account.  Further, despite his obligation to immediately report  

trust account shortages  to the bar as well as the cause of the shortage and  the 

amount  of replenishment, respondent failed to do  so.    

48.  Respondent was requested  to  provide trust  records for his account at  

First Green Bank for the period  January  1, 2017 to October 5, 2017.  The records  

included  monthly bank statements, deposit slips, canceled checks (front and  back), 

journals, ledger cards, monthly comparisons, and monthly reconciliations.  

15
 

http:743,000.00


 

49.  Further, on November 1, 2017, respondent  was served with  a 


subpoena duces tecum issued  by the grievance committee to produce the same 

items.  

50.  The records  produced by respondent  on  January 17, 2018  were not  

compliant with the requirements of Chapter 5 of The Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar regarding Trust  Accounts.  Respondent was thereafter notified by the bar that  

the records did  not  include those required to be prepared and maintained  pursuant  

to  the applicable rules.   

51.  Respondent failed  to  provide compliant journals, ledgers, monthly  

reconciliations, or monthly comparisons for the trust  account  maintained at First  

Green Bank.   Additionally, respondent failed to register his trust account  with  the 

Florida Bar Foundation.  

52.  Respondent was  not  in substantial compliance with The Rules  

Regulating The Florida Bar governing trust accounts  during  the audit period. 

However, in  his Annual  Membership Fee Statements, respondent certified  that  he 

was in compliance with Chapter 5 of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar 

pertaining to trust accounts for the periods 2013-2014  to 2016-2017.  

53.  By reason  of the foregoing, respondent has violated the following  

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar:  
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A.  4-1.15 A lawyer shall comply  with The Florida Bar Rules
  

Regulating Trust Accounts;  

B.  4-8.4(c) A lawyer shall  not engage in conduct  involving  

dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation, except that it shall  not  be 

professional misconduct for a lawyer for a criminal  law enforcement agency or 

regulatory agency to  advise others about  or to  supervise another in an undercover 

investigation, unless  prohibited  by law or rule, and it shall  not be professional  

misconduct for a lawyer employed in a capacity other than as a lawyer by a 

criminal  law enforcement agency or regulatory agency to participate in an  

undercover investigation, unless prohibited by law or rule;  

C.  4-8.4(d) A lawyer shall  not engage in conduct  in connection  

with the practice of law that is prejudicial to the administration of justice;  

D.  5-1.1(a)(1) A lawyer must hold  in trust, separate from the 

lawyer’s own property, funds and  property of clients or third  persons that are in a 

lawyer’s possession in connection with a representation.  All funds, including  

advances for fees, costs, and expenses, must  be kept in a separate federally insured  

bank, credit  union, or savings and  loan association account maintained in the state 

where the lawyer’s office is  situated  or elsewhere with  the consent  of the client or 

third person and clearly labeled and designated as a trust account except: (A) A  

lawyer may  maintain  funds belonging to the lawyer in the lawyer’s trust account  in  
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an amount no more than is reasonably sufficient to pay bank charges relating to the 


trust account; and (B) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer’s own funds into trust to 

replenish a shortage in the lawyer’s trust account. Any deposits by the lawyer to 

cover trust account shortages must be no more than the amount of the trust account 

shortage, but may be less than the amount of the shortage. The lawyer must notify 

the bar’s lawyer regulation department immediately of the shortage in the lawyer’s 

trust account, the cause of the shortage, and the amount of the replenishment of the 

trust account by the lawyer; 

E. 5-1.1(b) Money or other property entrusted to a lawyer for a 

specific purpose, including advances for fees, costs, and expenses, is held in trust 

and must be applied only to that purpose. Money and other property of clients 

coming into the hands of a lawyer are not subject to counterclaim or setoff for 

attorney’s fees, and a refusal to account for and deliver over the property on 

demand is conversion; 

F. 5-1.1(g)(4) Lawyers or law firms must advise the foundation, at 

its current location posted on The Florida Bar’s website, of the establishment of an 

IOTA account for funds covered by this rule. The notice must include: the IOTA 

account number as assigned by the eligible institution; the name of the lawyer or 

law firm on the IOTA account; the eligible institution name; the eligible institution 

address; and the name and Florida Bar number of the lawyer, or of each member of 

18
 



 

  

  

    

  

  

  

   

 

 

 

    

  

  

  

  

 

The Florida Bar in a law firm, practicing from an office or other business location
 

within the state of Florida that has established the IOTA account.; 

G. 5-1.2(b)(3) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: original canceled 

checks or clearly legible copies of original canceled checks for all funds disbursed 

from the trust account, all of which must: (A) be numbered consecutively, (B) 

include all endorsements and all other data and tracking information, and (C) 

clearly identify the client or case by number or name in the memo area of the 

check; 

H. 5-1.2(b)(6) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: a separate cash 

receipts and disbursements journal, including columns for receipts, disbursements, 

transfers, and the account balance, and containing at least: (A) the identification of 

the client or matter for which the funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; 

(B) the date on which all trust funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; (C) 
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the check number for all disbursements; and (D) the reason for which all trust
 

funds were received, disbursed, or transferred; 

I. 5-1.2(b)(7) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: a separate file or 

ledger with an individual card or page for each client or matter, showing all 

individual receipts, disbursements, or transfers and any unexpended balance, and 

containing: (A) the identification of the client or matter for which trust funds were 

received, disbursed, or transferred; (B) the date on which all trust funds were 

received, disbursed, or transferred; (C) the check number for all disbursements; 

and (D) the reason for which all trust funds were received, disbursed, or 

transferred; 

J. 5-1.2(b)(8) Records may be maintained in their original format 

or stored in digital media as long as the copies include all data contained in the 

original documents and may be produced when required. The following are the 

minimum trust accounting records that must be maintained: all bank or savings and 

loan association statements for all trust accounts; 

K. 5-1.2(d)(1) The minimum trust accounting procedures that must 

be followed by all members of The Florida Bar (when a choice of laws analysis 
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indicates that the laws of Florida apply) who receive or disburse trust money or 

property are as follows: The lawyer is required to make monthly: (A) 

reconciliations of all trust bank or savings and loan association accounts, 

disclosing the balance per bank, deposits in transit, outstanding checks identified 

by date and check number, and any other items necessary to reconcile the balance 

per bank with the balance per the checkbook and the cash receipts and 

disbursements journal; and (B) a comparison between the total of the reconciled 

balances of all trust accounts and the total of the trust ledger cards or pages, 

together with specific descriptions of any differences between the 2 totals and 

reasons for these differences. 

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar prays respondent will be appropriately 

disciplined in accordance with the provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar as amended. 

PATRICIA ANN TORO SAVITZ 

Bar Counsel 

The Florida Bar 

1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625 

Orlando, Florida 32801-1050 

(407) 425-5424 

Florida Bar No. 559547 

psavitz@floridabar.org 

orlandooffice@floridabar.org 
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ADRIA E. QUINTELA 

Staff Counsel 

The Florida Bar 

Lakeshore Plaza II, Suite 130 

1300 Concord Terrace 

Sunrise, Florida 33323 

(954) 835-0233 

Florida Bar No. 897000 

aquintel@floridabar.org 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

I certify that this document has been e-filed with The Honorable John A. 

Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida using the e-filing portal; and that 

a copy has been furnished by United States Mail via certified mail No. 7017 1450 

0001 4287 4054, return receipt requested to Patrick John McGinley, Respondent's 

Co-Counsel, whose record bar address is Law Office of Patrick John McGinley, 

P.A., 2265 Lee Road, Suite 100, Winter Park, Florida 32789-1858, and via e-mail 

at patrick@mcginleylaw.com, via certified mail No. 7017 1450 0001 4287 4061, 

return receipt requested to Barry William Rigby, Respondent's Co-Counsel, whose 

record bar address is Law Offices of Barry Rigby, P.A., 2462 E. Michigan Street, 

Suite 106, Orlando, FL 32806-5059, and via e-mail at barryrigbylaw@gmail.com, 

and via e-mail to Patricia Ann Toro Savitz, Bar Counsel, psavitz@floridabar.org 

and orlandooffice@floridabar.org, on this 25th day of September, 2018. 

ADRIA E. QUINTELA 

Staff Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND  DESIGNATION 
  
OF PRIMARY E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Patricia Ann 

Toro Savitz, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number and primary e-mail 

address are The Florida Bar, 1000 Legion Place, Suite 1625, Orlando, Florida 

32801-1050, (407) 425-5424, psavitz@floridabar.org and 

orlandooffice@floridabar.org. Respondent need not address pleadings, 

correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and to Staff 

Counsel, The Florida Bar, Lakeshore Plaza II, Suite 130, 1300 Concord Terrace, 

Sunrise, Florida 33323, aquintel@floridabar.org. 

MANDATORY  ANSWER NOTICE  

RULE 3-7.6(h)(2), RULES OF DISCIPLINE, EFFECTIVE MAY 20, 2004, 

PROVIDES THAT A RESPONDENT SHALL ANSWER A COMPLAINT. 
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