Supreme Court of Fflorida

MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018
CASE NO.: SC18-1573

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF vs. RICK SCOTT, GOVERNOR,
FLORIDA, ET AL. ET AL.

Petitioner(s) Respondent(s)

The petition for writ of quo warranto against Governor Rick Scott is hereby
granted. The governor who is elected in the November 2018 general election has
the sole authority to fill the vacancies that will be created by the mandatory
retirement of Justices Barbara J. Pariente, R. Fred Lewis, and Peggy A. Quince,
provided the justices do not leave prior to the expiration of their terms at midnight
between January 7 and January 8, 2019, and provided that the governor takes
office immediately upon the beginning of his term. Governor Scott exceeded his
authority by directing the Supreme Court Judicial Nominating Commission (“the
JNC”) to submit its nominations to fill these vacancies by November 10, 2018.
The sixty-day period after nominations have been certified within which the
governor is required to make appointments, as set forth in article V, section 11(c),
of the Florida Constitution begins to run only when the governor with the authority
to appoint has taken office. As the JNC is an independent body, it is not bound by
Governor Scott’s deadlines.

The issue of when the JNC can certify its nominations shall be the subject of
oral argument to be held at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 8, 2018. A
maximum of twenty minutes to the side is allowed for the argument, but counsel is
expected to use only so much of that time as is necessary.

NO CONTINUANCES WILL BE GRANTED EXCEPT UPON A
SHOWING OF EXTREME HARDSHIP.
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