
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
 

    
 

KENNETH J. DETZNER, ETC.,    CASE NO.: SC18-1366 
 Appellants      Lower Tribunal No(s): 
        1D18-3644 
        372018CA001525XXXXXX 
vs.  
 
LEE HOLLANDER, ETC., AT AL. 
 Appellees 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
KENNETH J. DETZNER, ETC.   CASE NO.: SC18-1367 
 Appellants      Lower Tribunal No(s): 
        1D18-3643 
vs.        372018CA001740XXXXXX 
 
AMY KNOWLES 
 Appellees 
 
 

UNOPPOSED MOTION OF THE CRIMINAL LAW SECTION  
OF THE FLORIDA BAR TO FILE AMICUS CURIAE BRIEF  

IN SUPPORT OF APPELLEES 
 

 
 Pursuant to rule 9.370 of the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, the 

Criminal Law Section of the Florida Bar respectfully moves the Court for an order 

allowing it to submit an Amicus Curiae Brief in support of the arguments by the 

Appellees. 

 The Criminal Law Section is prepared to file its Amicus Brief not later than 

5:00 p.m. on Friday August 31, 2018, the deadline under the Court’s expedited 
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briefing schedule for filing briefs by the Appellees.  Thus, an order granting this 

motion would not interfere in any respect with the briefing schedule.  

 Counsel for the Criminal Law Section has conferred with the lawyers for 

each of the parties in this case and is authorized to represent to the Court that no 

party to this proceeding has an objection to the Section’s request for leave to file an 

Amicus Curiae Brief in this case. 

 Members of the Criminal Law Section of the Florida Bar include judges, 

prosecutors, public and private criminal defense lawyers, law professors, and law 

students.  This diverse group now totals more than 2,300 members who are united 

in their shared goal of providing a fair, just, and effective criminal justice system 

for everyone.   The purpose of the Section is to assist all criminal law practitioners 

in this shared goal.    

 The appeal in this case involves the validity of the ballot summary for a 

group of proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution.  Included in that group 

is a proposal to address the rights of crime victims, a proposal that will have an 

impact on the criminal justice system in this State.  The Criminal Law Section has 

a direct interest in ensuring that this proposal is fairly presented to the voters as it 

will place significant new burdens on prosecutors, defense lawyers and judges.  

 The issues the Section wishes to address in its Amicus Brief are: (1) whether 

the joinder of disparate subjects in a single proposed constitutional amendment 
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effectively violates the rights of voters by forcing them to give up proposals they 

wish to accept in order to defeat those they wish to reject; and (2) whether the 

ballot summary fairly describes the proposed amendment.  The Section believes 

that it will be able to offer a straightforward argument on these issues in a way that 

will complement the arguments by the Appellees and ultimately assist the Court in 

deciding the case. 

 The decision to allow an Amicus Curiae Brief is unquestionably a matter of 

discretion, see Liberty Counsel v. Florida Bar Board of Governors, 12 So 3d 183 

(Fla. 2009), Fla. R. App. P. 9.370(a), but the Section respectfully submits that, in 

the circumstances of this case, it would be a proper exercise of the Court’s 

discretion to grant the motion and allow the Section to file an Amicus Curiae Brief 

in support of the Appellees.  

 WHEREFORE, the Criminal Law Section of the Florida Bar hereby requests 

that this Court enter an order permitting it to submit an Amicus Curiae Brief in 

support of the arguments made by the Appellees, Lee Hollander, and Amy 

Knowles. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been 

furnished by email to David Fugett and Jesse C. Dyer 

(David.Fugett@dos.myflorida.com and jess.dyer@dos.myflorida.com), Florida 
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Department of State; Karen Brodeen (Karen.Brodeen@myfloridalegal.com), 

Office of the Attorney General, The Capitol, PL-01, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-

1050; Mark Herron and S. Denay Brown (mherron@lawfla.com and 

dbrown@lawfla.com), Messer Caparello, P.A., 2618 Centennial Place, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32308; and Barry Richard (RichardB@gtlaw.com, 

TrammellC@gtlaw.com, and  FLService@gtlaw.com) Greenberg Traurig, P.A., 

101 East College Avenue, Tallahassee, Florida 32302, on this 29th day of August 

2018. 

 /s/PHILIP J. PADOVANO 
PHILIP J. PADOVANO 
Florida Bar No. 157473 
ppadovano@bhappeals.com  
THOMAS J. SEIDER 
Florida Bar No. 86238 
tseider@bhappeals.com  
BRANNOCK & HUMPHRIES 
131 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
Tel: (850-692-5255) 223-4300 
Secondary Email: 
eservice@bhappeals.com 
 
Attorneys for Amicus, The Criminal 
Law Section of the Florida Bar  

 


