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RULE 8.305. SHELTER PETITION, HEARING, 

AND ORDER 

(a) Shelter Petition. [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Shelter Hearing. 

(1)–(11) [NO CHANGE] 

(12) The court must request that the parents 

consent to provide access to the child’s medical records and to 

the child’s child care records, early education program records, 

or other educational records and provide information to the court, 

the department, or its contract agencies, and any guardian ad 

litem or attorney for the child. If a parent is unavailable, is unable 

to consent, or withholds consent and the court determines access 

to the records and information is necessary to provide services 

for the child, the court shall issue an order granting access.  

(13)–(15) [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Shelter Order. [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Release from Shelter Care. [NO CHANGE] 

Amends subdivision (b)(12) to add “records” and “to the 

child’s child care records, early education program records, or 

other” to specify the records that are required to be requested to 

be consented to by the parents at the shelter hearing. These 

amendments address legislative changes to section 

39.402(11)(c), Florida Statutes, as amended by section 2, 

Chapter 2018-108, Laws of Florida.  
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RULE 8.340. DISPOSITION HEARINGS 

(a) Information Available to Court. [NO 

CHANGE] 

(b) Disclosure to Parties.  [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Orders of Disposition. The court shall in its 

written order of disposition include: 

(1)–(8) [NO CHANGE] 

(9) such other requirements to protect the 

health, safety, and well-being of the child, to preserve the 

stability of the child’s child care, early education program, or any 

other educational placement, and to promote family preservation 

or reunification whenever possible; and 

(10) approval of the case plan and any reports 

required by law as filed with the court. If the court does not 

approve the case plan at the disposition hearing, the court must 

set a hearing within 30 days after the disposition hearing to 

review and approve the case plan. 

Committee Notes 

[NO CHANGE] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amends subdivision (c)(9) to add “child care, early 

education program, any other” to specify what the order of 

disposition must contain regarding the stability of the child’s 

child care, early education program, or educational placement. 

This amendment addresses legislative changes to 39.402 

(11)(c), Florida Statutes, as amended by section 2, Chapter 

2018-108, Laws of Florida.  
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RULE 8.400. CASE PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

(a) Case Planning Conference. [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Contents. The case plan must be written simply 

and clearly in English and the principal language of the parents, 

if possible. Each case plan must contain:  

(1)–(3) [NO CHANGE] 

(4) the date the compliance period expires; 

and 

(5) a written notice to the parent that failure of 

the parent to substantially comply with the case plan may result 

in the termination of parental rights, and that a material breach of 

the case plan may result in the filing of a petition for termination 

of parental rights sooner than the expiration of the compliance 

period.; and 

(6) if the parent is incarcerated, the list of 

services available at the facility.  

(c) Expiration of Case Plan. [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Department Responsibility. [NO CHANGE] 

(e) Signature. [NO CHANGE] 

(f) Service. [NO CHANGE] 

 

 

 

Adds a colon to the second sentence of subdivision (b) 

in compliance with In re: Guidelines for Rules Submission, No. 

AOSC06-14 (Fla. 2006). 

 

Deletes “and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(6).  

 

 

Adds “; and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(6).  

Adds a new subdivision (b)(6) that requires that the 

case plan contain the list of services available at the facility if 

the parent is incarcerated. This amendment addresses legislative 

changes to section 39.6021(1), Florida Statutes, as amended by 

section 1, Chapter 2018-45, Laws of Florida. 
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RULE 8.415. JUDICIAL REVIEW OF 

DEPENDENCY CASES 

(a) Required Review. [NO CHANGE] 

(b) Scheduling Hearings. [NO CHANGE] 

(c) Report. [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Service. [NO CHANGE] 

(e) Information Available to Court. [NO 

CHANGE] 

(f) Court Action. [NO CHANGE] 

(g) Jurisdiction. [NO CHANGE] 

(h) Administrative Review. [NO CHANGE] 

(i) Concurrent Planning. 

(1) At the initial judicial review hearing, the 

court must make findings regarding the likelihood of the child’s 

reunification with the parent or legal custodian within 12 months 

after the removal of the child from the home. In making such 

findings, the court shall consider the level of the parent or legal 

custodian’s compliance with the case plan and demonstrated 

change in protective capacities compared to that necessary to 

achieve timely reunification within 12 months after the removal 

of the child from the home. The court shall also consider the 

frequency, duration, manner, and level of engagement of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adds two new sentences to subdivision (i)(1). The first 

sentence requires the court to consider the level of the parent or 

legal custodian’s compliance with the case plan and the 

demonstrated change in protective capacities compared to that 

necessary to achieve timely reunification at the judicial review 

hearing. The second sentence requires the court to consider the 

frequency, duration, manner, and level of engagement of the 

parent or legal custodian’s visitation with the child in 

compliance with the case plan at the judicial review hearing. 
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parent or legal custodian’s visitation with the child in compliance 

with the case plan. 

(2)–(4) [NO CHANGE] 

Committee Notes 

[NO CHANGE] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These amendments address legislative changes to section 

39.701(2)(d), Florida Statutes, as amended by section 12, 

Chapter 2018-103, Laws of Florida. 
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RULE 8.420. CASE PLAN AMENDMENTS 

(a) Modifications. After the case plan has been 

developed, the tasks and services agreed upon in the plan may 

not be changed or altered except as follows. 

(1)–(5) [NO CHANGE] 

When determining whether to amend the case 

plan, the court must consider the length of time the case has been 

open, the level of parental engagement to date, the number of 

case plan tasks completed, the child’s type of placement and 

attachment, and the potential for successful reunification. 

(b) Basis to Amend the Case Plan. The need to 

amend the case plan may be based on information discovered or 

circumstances arising after the approval of the case plan for: 

(1)–(3) [NO CHANGE] 

(4) an error or oversight in the case plan; or 

(5) information discovered or circumstances 

arising after the approval of the plan regarding the provision of 

safe and proper care for the child.; or 

(6) incarceration of a parent after a case plan 

has been developed if the parent’s incarceration has an impact on 

permanency for the child, including, but not limited to: 

(A) modification of provisions 

regarding visitation and contact with the child; 

 

 

 

 

 

Adds an additional paragraph at the end of subdivision 

(a) to address the factors the court must consider when 

amending the case plan. This amendment addresses legislative 

changes to section 39.6013(6), Florida Statutes, as amended by 

section 7, Chapter 2018-103. 

 

 

 

Deletes “or” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(6).  

Adds “; or” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(6). 

Adds a new subdivision (b)(6) to address case plan 

modification when the parent is incarcerated. This amendment 

addresses legislative changes to section 39.6021(5), Florida 

Statutes, as amended by section 1, Chapter 2018-45, Laws of 

Florida.  
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(B) identification of services within the 

facility; or 

(C) changing the permanency goal or 

establishing a concurrent case plan goal. 

(c) Service. [NO CHANGE] 
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RULE 8.425. PERMANENCY HEARINGS 

(a) Required Review. [NO CHANGE]   

(b) Determinations at Hearing. 

(1) The court shall determine: 

(A) [NO CHANGE] 

(B) when the child will achieve one of 

the permanency goals; and 

(C) whether the department has made 

reasonable efforts to finalize the permanency plan currently in 

effect.; and 

(D) whether the frequency, duration, 

manner, and level of engagement of the parent or legal 

guardian’s visitation with the child meets the case plan 

requirements. 

(2)–(3) [NO CHANGE] 

 (4) If the court approves a permanency goal of 

adoption, the court shall advise the parents of the availability of 

private placement of the child with an adoption entity, as defined 

in chapter 63, Florida Statutes. 

(c) Case Plan. [NO CHANGE] 

(d) Permanency Order. 

 

 

 

Double underline indicates amendments proposed in 

case SC18-174, In Re: Amendment to the Florida Rules of 

Juvenile Procedure–2018 Regular Cycle-Report. 

 

Deletes “and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(1)(D).  

Adds “; and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(b)(1)(D). 

Adds new subdivision (b)(1)(D) that requires the court 

to consider the frequency, duration, manner, and level of 

engagement of the parent or legal guardian’s visitation with the 

child in compliance with the case plan at the permanency 

hearing. This amendment addresses legislative changes to 

section 8, Chapter 2018-103, Laws of Florida. 

Double strikethrough indicates amendments proposed 

in case SC18-174, In Re: Amendment to the Florida Rules of 

Juvenile Procedure–2018 Regular Cycle-Report. 
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(1)–(2) [NO CHANGE] 

 (3) If the court approves a permanency goal of 

adoption, the order approving this goal shall include a provision 

stating that the court advised the parents of the availability of 

private placement of the child with an adoption entity as defined 

in chapter 63, Florida Statutes, during the permanency hearing. 

(43) If the court approves a permanency goal of 

permanent guardianship of a dependent child, placement with a 

fit and willing relative, or another planned permanent living 

arrangement, the court shall make findings as to why this 

permanent placement is established without adoption of the child 

to follow. The department and the guardian ad litem must 

provide the court with a recommended list and description of 

services needed by the child, such as independent living services 

and medical, dental, educational, or psychological referrals, and a 

recommended list and description of services needed by his or 

her caregiver. 

(54) If the court establishes a permanent 

guardianship for the child, the court’s written order shall: 

(A)–(C) [NO CHANGES] 

(D) specify the frequency and nature of 

visitation or contact between the child and his or her parents, 

siblings, and grandparents; and 

(E) require that the permanent guardian 

not return the child to the physical care and custody of the person 

 

Double strikethrough and underlines throughout 

subdivision indicates amendments proposed in case SC18-174, 

In Re: Amendment to the Florida Rules of Juvenile Procedure–

2018 Regular Cycle-Report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deletes “and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(d)(4)(F).  

Adds “; and” to accommodate the new subdivision 

(d)(4)(F). 
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from whom the child was removed without the approval of the 

court.; and 

(F) state whether the child 

demonstrates a strong attachment to the prospective permanent 

guardian and such guardian has a strong commitment to 

permanently caring for the child. 

(65) The court shall retain jurisdiction over the 

case and the child shall remain in the custody of the permanent 

guardian unless the order creating the permanent guardianship is 

modified by the court. The court shall discontinue regular review 

hearings and relieve the department of the responsibility for 

supervising the placement of the child. Notwithstanding the 

retention of jurisdiction, the placement shall be considered 

permanency for the child. 

(76) If the court permanently places a child 

with a fit and willing relative, the court’s written order shall: 

(A)–(D) [NO CHANGES] 

(87) If the court establishes another planned 

permanent living arrangement as the child’s permanency option: 

(A)–(D) [NO CHANGES] 

(e) Entry of Separate Order Establishing 

Permanency. [NO CHANGES] 

(f) Recommendations for Sustaining Permanency. 

[NO CHANGES] 

 

Adds a new subdivision (d)(4)(F) that requires the 

permanent guardianship order to state whether that the child 

demonstrates a strong attachment to the prospective permanent 

guardian and to state whether the prospective permanent 

guardian demonstrates a strong commitment to permanently 

caring for the child prior to the court placing the child in a 

permanent guardianship. This amendment addresses legislative 

changes to section 9, Chapter 2018-103, Laws of Florida. 

 




