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Ramon Waters

From: Kimberly Kosch

Sent: Thursday, June 1, 2017 3:54 PM
To: Juan Collins; Susan Marvin
Subject: FW: MEAC rule revision notice

Krmberly Ann Kosch
Senior Court Operations Consultant
Florida Dispute Resolution Center
Office of the State Courts Administrator
+ 500 South Duval Street
35 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1900
& Phone 850-921-2910
@ Fax 850-922-9290
% Email Koschk@flcourts.org
S
a Follow Florida Courts on social media.
¢ Click to follow each link.

g Sent: Thursday, June 1, 2017 1:19 PM
N~ To: Kimberly Kosch <KoschK@flcourts.org>
O Subject: Fw: MEAC rule revision notice

FLORIDA DISPUTE RESOLUTION CENTER
Supreme Court Building, 500 S. Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1900
Phone: (850) 921-2910 Fax: (850) 922-9290

Website: www.flcourts.org click on Resources and Services

ECEIVED, 08/21/201

o From: Hughes, Jack <JHughes@CA.CJIS20.0RG>
Sent: Thursday, June 1, 2017 11:51 AM
To: DRC Mail
Subject: FW: MEAC rule revision notice

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to Rule 10.910.

After review | have no objections and in fact agree with all of the proposed revisions with the exception of (e) as to the
publication of the opinions. Since it would no longer proscribe how the opinion(s) would be published that leaves it up
entirely to someone’s, don’t know whose, discretion as to how and in what it is published. As the rule is currently
worded all mediators, if they read the rules, know where opinions will be published and have access to that publication.
My suggestion is that the requirement to publish in the DRC newsletter remain with the additional language “and posted
on the DRC website”.



Jack Hughes

Civil/ADR Manager

Lee County Justice Center
1700 Monroe Street

Fort Myers, Fl. 33901
239-533-8424(Civil Office)
239-533-3361(ADR Office)
239-357-4865(Cell)

Email: jhughes@ca.cjis20.org
NOTE TO ALL LITIGANTS:

1. Include in Subject Line of ALL emails: NAME OF ASSIGNED JUDGE and Court Case Number.

2. Please include in your emails the e-mail addresses of ALL PARTIES AND/OR ATTORNEYS TO THE CASE
(As set forth in their designations) in the address blocks (to: or cc:) so thatI can send my response to ALL

PARTIES by using the “reply to all” option and avoid ex parte communications. Thank you!

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential information. It is intended only for the use
of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. 1f you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.

From: Susan Marvin [mailto:marvins@flcourts.org]

Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2017 3:00 PM

Cc: Bill Moreno <bmoreno@pbcgov.org>; Carey Goodman <Carey.goodman@keyscourts.net>; Kimberly Kosch
<KoschK@flcourts.org>; Carol Dunaway <dunawayc@jud14.flcourts.org>; Deborah Haataja-Deratany <Deborah.haataja-
deratany@flcourts18.org>; '‘Genie Williams' <ctadgw2@ocnjcc.org>; J. Forrest Young <fyoung@jud10.flcourts.org>;
Hughes, Jack <JHughes@CA.CJIS20.0RG>; James Gardner <jgardner@coj.net>; Jana Sullivan
<Sullivan.jana@jud3.flcourts.org>; Jeanne Potthoff <jpotthof @ 17th.flcourts.org>; 'Jennifer Hodges'
<hodgesj@leoncountyfl.gov>; 'Jo Dell Coning' <jconing@circuit5.org>; Kara Lawson <lawsonk@circuit19.org>; Kim
Joyner-Diaz <diazrk@fljud13.org>; 'Linda Blanar' <Iblanar@jud6.org>; ‘Mary Ellen Cross' <crossm@circuit8.org>;
Michelle Artman-Smith <masmith@jud12.flcourts.org>; Shirley Olson <solson@circuit7.org>; Vivian Perez
<vperez@judl11.flcourts.org>; "W. Gregory Knight' <wilson.knight@flcourtsl.gov>

Subject: MEAC rule revision notice

*** WARNING: Thisisan EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links from UNKNOWN or
UNEXPECTED email. ***

Dear Court ADR Program Directors,

The notice below is being sent to you as leaders of court ADR programs. It has also been sent to ADR organizations, all FSC certified
mediators, aswell as being posted on the DRC website. Please feel free to share it with local organizations and anyone you think may
be interested. Thank you.

The Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules and Policy (Committee) invites all interested persons to comment on the
proposed amendments to rule 10.910(b), (c), and (€), Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee (MEAC), Florida Rules for Certified and
Court-Appointed Mediators. The Committee will be filing atime sensitive petition to amend the rule as the terms of three of the
existing MEAC members will expire on June 30, 2017, and there will be aneed to appoint new members.



One of the revisions to Part Il (Discipline) of the mediator rules which took effect on January
1, 2017, was the addition of a fourth division to the Mediator Qualifications and Discipline
Review Board (MQDRB). See In re: Amendments to the Fla. Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators, So. 3d 795 (Fla. 2016). However, the Committee’s proposals
inadvertently did not include revisions to subdivisions (b) and (c) of rule 10.910 to incorporate
the additional fourth division and its effect on the membership of the MEAC. These proposed
amendments address this issue. Additionally, the proposed revision to subdivision (e)
regarding the DRC’s publishing of MEAC opinions removes the specification that the opinions
be published only in the DRC newsletter.

Although the Court will invite interested persons to submit comments once the petition is filed, any interested person may send
comments prior to the Court’ s invitation to the Florida Dispute Resolution Center (DRC) by June 15, 2017, to:

DRCmail @flcourts.org; Florida Dispute Resolution Center, Supreme Court Building, 500 S. Duval Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399;
or fax: (850) 922-9290.

FLORIDA RULES FOR CERTIFIED AND COURT-APPOINTED MEDIATORS
Rule 10.910. Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee

(a) Scope and Purpose. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee shall provide written advisory opinions to mediators
subject to these rules in response to ethical questions arising from the Standards of Professional Conduct. Such
opinions shall be consistent with supreme court decisions on mediator discipline.

(b) Appointment. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee shall be composed of 9 members, 32 from each of the
4Ageographie divisions served-byof the Mediator Qualifications Discipline and Review Board and the ninth member
from any of the 4 divisions. No member of the Mediator Qualifications Discipline and Review Board shall serve on
the committee.

(c) Membership and Terms. The membership of the committee, appointed by the chief justice, shall be composed of 1
county mediator, 1 family mediator, anéd-1 circuit mediator, 1 dependency mediator, 1 appellate mediator, and 4
additional mediators who hold any type of Florida Supreme Court mediator certificationfrem-each-divisionand
shaH—be—appemted—by—the—ehef—jusHee Apleast—ene—e#the—g-membeﬁ%aﬂﬂalse-bea—ee#tmed—dependeney

i - All appointments shall be

for 4 years. No member shall serve more than 2 consecutive terms. The committee shall select 1 member as chair

and 1 member as vice-chair.

(d) Meetings. The committee shall meet in person or by telephone conference as necessary at the direction of the chair
to consider requests for advisory opinions. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the members appointed to the
committee. All requests for advisory opinions shall be in writing. The committee may vote by any means as
directed by the chair.

(e) Opinions. Upon due deliberation, and upon the concurrence of a majority of the committee, the committee shall
render opinions. A majority of all members shall be required to concur in any advisory opinion issued by the
committee. The opinions shall be signed by the chair, or vice-chair in the absence of the chair, filed with the

Dispute Resolution Center, published in-the-Bispute-Reselution-Centernewsletterby the DRC, and be made

available upon request.

(f) Effect of Opinions. While reliance by a mediator on an opinion of the committee shall not constitute a defense in any
disciplinary proceeding, it shall be evidence of good faith and may be considered by the board in relation to any
determination of guilt or in mitigation of punishment.



(g) Confidentiality. Prior to publication, all references to the requesting mediator or any other real person, firm,
organization, or corporation shall be deleted from any request for an opinion, any document associated with the
preparation of an opinion, and any opinion issued by the committee. This rule shall apply to all opinions, past and
future.

(h) Support. The Dispute Resolution Center shall provide all support necessary for the committee to fulfill its duties
under these rules.

Committee Notes
2000 Revision. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee was formerly the Mediator Qualifications Advisory Panel.

Cordially,

Susan C. Marvin, J.D.

Chief of Alternative Dispute Resolution
Florida Dispute Resolution Center
Office of the State Courts Administrator
500 South Duval Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1905

Phone: 850-921-2910

Fax: 850-922-9290

E-mail: marvins@flcourts.org




