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Comments on Proposed Revisions to Rule 10.910, Florida Rules for Certified and Court-
Appointed Mediators.

I am not sure if it is appropriate to suggest additional changes, other than the proposed changes
already noted by the committee, however, | have the following recommendations.

1. Under (d) Video Conference/Meetings should be added as an alternative method of a face to
face meeting.

2.Under (e) A “dissenting” member should be authorized to write a dissenting opinion if desired.

3. Under (f) If a certified member relies on a MEAC Opinion to make a decision; that member
“will” have proven “good-faith” and the committee “shall”” consider that when making their
decision.

Thank you for your time.

Dwayne E. Hickman Sr., EJD
Hickman Mediations & Arbitrations LLC.
County/Family Mediator #34346CF

FLORIDA RULES FOR CERTIFIED AND COURT-APPOINTED MEDIATORS
Rule 10.910. Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee

(@) Scope and Purpose. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee shall provide written
advisory opinions to mediators subject to these rules in response to ethical questions arising
from the Standards of Professional Conduct. Such opinions shall be consistent with
supreme court decisions on mediator discipline.

(b) Appointment. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee shall be composed of 9
members, 32 from each of the 4geegraphie divisions served-byof the Mediator
Qualifications Discipline and Review Board_and the ninth member from any of the 4
divisions. No member of the Mediator Qualifications Discipline and Review Board shall
serve on the committee.

(¢) Membership and Terms. The membership of the committee, appointed by the chief
justice, shall be composed of 1 county mediator, 1 family mediator, ard-1 circuit mediator,
1 dependency mediator, 1 appellate mediator, and 4 additional mediators who hold any
type of Florida Supreme Court mediator certlflcatlon#em—eaehehﬂgepranel—shau-be

FFIGGH&@GIL AII appomtments shaII be for 4 years. No member shaII serve more than 2




consecutive terms. The committee shall select 1 member as chair and 1 member as vice-
chair.

(d) Meetings. The committee shall meet in person or by telephone conference as
necessary at the direction of the chair to consider requests for advisory opinions. A
quorum shall consist of a majority of the members appointed to the committee. All requests
for advisory opinions shall be in writing. The committee may vote by any means as
directed by the chair.

(e) Opinions. Upon due deliberation, and upon the concurrence of a majority of the
committee, the committee shall render opinions. A majority of all members shall be
required to concur in any advisory opinion issued by the committee. The opinions shall be
signed by the chair, or vice-chair in the absence of the chair, filed with the Dispute

Resolution Center, published in-the-Dispute-Reselution-Center-newsletterby the DRC, and

be made available upon request.

(f) Effect of Opinions. While reliance by a mediator on an opinion of the committee
shall not constitute a defense in any disciplinary proceeding, it shall be evidence of good
faith and may be considered by the board in relation to any determination of guilt or in
mitigation of punishment.

(9) Confidentiality. Prior to publication, all references to the requesting mediator or any
other real person, firm, organization, or corporation shall be deleted from any request for an
opinion, any document associated with the preparation of an opinion, and any opinion
issued by the committee. This rule shall apply to all opinions, past and future.

(h) Support. The Dispute Resolution Center shall provide all support necessary for the
committee to fulfill its duties under these rules.

Committee Notes

2000 Revision. The Mediator Ethics Advisory Committee was formerly the Mediator
Qualifications Advisory Panel.



