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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 

DANTE MARTIN,     

Petitioner. 

        Case No.: SC17-200 

v. 

         

STATE OF FLORIDA, 

Respondent. 

____________________________________/ 

 

PETITIONER’S SECOND UNOPPOSED MOTION TO EXTEND THE 

TIME TO FILE THE INITIAL BRIEF ON THE MERITS
 

 

 COMES NOW, the Petitioner, DANTE MARTIN, by and through 

undersigned counsel, and moves this Honorable Court to extend the time to file his 

initial brief on the merits by ten (10) days, and as grounds in support states as 

follows: 

1. By this Court’s Order dated June 22, 2017, Petitioner’s initial brief on the  

merits must be filed and served on or before July 24, 2017.  

2. Due to his extensive work-related obligations, undersigned counsel  

respectfully requests additional time to file an initial brief on the merits that 

effectively addresses Appellant’s constitutional and trial-error claims.  

3. Undersigned counsel is the attorney of record in a number of appellate  

matters. In some of these cases undersigned counsel had recent filing deadlines, such 

as: United States v. Altius Willix, 16-17611-BB (11th Cir. 2017) 
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(Defendant-Appellant’s direct appeal of a three-day criminal jury trial resulting in 

life imprisonment; brief completed and filed on July 19, 2017 pursuant to the federal 

appeals court’s deadline); and Delgado v. State, 5D16-2995 (brief completed and 

filed on June 30, 2017 pursuant to the district court’s deadline). Undersigned 

counsel has multiple other cases pending in the district courts of Florida that 

required, to some extent, his attention during the past several weeks.  

4. In the past several weeks, undersigned counsel was also required to  

conduct research and write a number of motions and memoranda in pending State 

and federal cases for clients represented by his law firm. These assignments also 

included the time-consuming process of reviewing the discovery materials provided 

by the prosecuting authority. Some examples include: United States v. Ramirez, 

8:16-cr-498-T-33JSS (M.D. Fla. 2017) (sentencing memorandum filed June 30, 

2017 and memorandum in opposition filed July 21, 2017); United States v. 

Rodriguez, 8:17-cr-192-T-23JSS (M.D. Fla. 2017) (motion to suppress evidence and 

statements filed July 14, 2017); State v. Moore, 13th Judicial Cir. (motion to 

suppress filed on July 3, 2017).  

5. Undersigned counsel submits that given these work-related circumstances,  

there is good and sufficient cause to grant this motion requesting a ten (10) day filing 

extension.   

6. Undersigned counsel has consulted with Assistant Attorney General  



 
 3 

Bonnie Parish and can represent to the Court that the State of Florida has no 

objection to the relief requested in this Motion.  

7. This Motion is filed in good faith and not for the purposes of undue delay.  

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, DANTE MARTIN, respectfully requests that this Court 

extend the time to file the initial brief on the merits by ten (10) days, making the new 

filing deadline August 3, 2017.   

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been 

furnished by e-service to: Office of the Attorney General at 

CrimAppdab@myfloridalegal.com and bonnie.parrish@myfloridalegal.com, on 

this 21st day of July 2017.     

 /s/ Rupak R. Shah                                         

       Rupak R. Shah, Esq. 

       FBN: 112171 

                   Escobar & Associates, P.A    

       2917 West Kennedy Blvd. 

       Tampa, Florida 33609 

       (813)875-5100 (office) 

        (813)877-6590 (Facsimile)   

             rshah@escobarlaw.com  
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