
 IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

 

 

PATRICK HANNON,     

Appellant, 

 

v.       Case No. SC17-1837 

 

STATE OF FLORIDA    EMERGENCY CAPITAL CASE 

Appellee.      DEATH WARRANT SIGNED 

       EXECUTION SCHEDULED FOR 

       NOVEMBER 8, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M. 

         

___________________________/ 

 

 

MOTION TO RELINQUISH JURISDICTION FOR IN CAMERA 

INSPECTION OF SEALED RECORDS 

 

 Appellant, PATRICK HANNON, by and through undersigned counsel, 

respectfully requests that this Honorable Court relinquish jurisdiction to the circuit  

court for that court to conduct an in camera inspection records that have been 

placed under seal and claimed exempt.  In support thereof, Mr. Hannon states: 

Mr. Hannon is a death-sentenced Florida inmate who is currently under 

warrant with an execution date set for November 8, 2017.  His case is before this 

Court on appeal from the Circuit Court’s summary denial of Mr. Hannon’s 

successive Rule 3.851 motion.   

On October 12, 2017, Mr. Hannon received a Notice of Compliance from 

the Office of the State Attorney, Sixth Judicial Circuit indicating records had been 
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sent to the Capital Postconviction Records Repository, including sealed records for 

which an exemption was being claimed. 

Pursuant to Fla. R. Crim. P. 3.852 (f), Mr. Hannon sent a proposed Order to 

Deliver Sealed Records to the Clerk of Court, to the circuit court, Judge Sisco.  On 

that same day, prior to the start of Mr. Hannon’s case management conference, he 

informed the court of the order and the need for an in camera inspection.  

Specifically, Mr. Hannon argued pursuant to the rule, an in camera inspection was 

required to review whether the exemption was valid and for any Brady 

information. (T. 10/12/17 p. 4).   

The State informed the Court that the transmittal receipt to the Repository 

had been filled out prematurely indicating the sealing of records and exemptions, 

however, no sealed records were sent to the Repository (T. 10/12/17 p. 6).  Taking 

the “State at their representation that nothing was filed under seal, nothing 

confidential was, in fact, produced, the  court determined an in camera review was 

not necessary.”  (T. 10/12/17 p. 7). 

Because the court had already signed the Order to Deliver Exempt Records 

to the Clerk of Court on October 12, 2017 (PC-R4. 848), the court later vacated its 

Order that same day. (PC-R4. 853). 

On October 23, 2017, Mr. Hannon received correspondence from the 

Records Repository indicating that, contained in the materials sent to the 
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Repository by the State Attorney’s Office, sealed records claiming exemptions 

were included in the shipment.  Specifically, 25 pages were under seal.   

Undersigned contacted the Records Repository to clarify that records were 

in fact sent under seal by the State Attorney’s Office.  That information was 

confirmed and a representative for the Repository indicated based on the court’s 

first order which was received by the Repository on October 20, 2017, the sealed 

records were forwarded to the Clerk of Court for Hillsborough County on that date. 

The Repository representative indicated she had not seen the second order 

vacating. 

On October 12, 2017, Mr. Hannon requested in open court the required in 

camera inspection. As the State’s representations were inaccurate and the sealed 

records have been sent to the Clerk of Court by the Records Repository, Mr. 

Hannon seeks relinquishment to the circuit court for that review and any motion 

and/or argument that must be made attendant to that review.  

 Appellee shall suffer no prejudice from the granting of this request and it is 

not being made for purposes of delay.  This Motion is made in good faith and on 

the circumstances described above. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

    /s/ Suzanne Keffer____  

SUZANNE KEFFER 

Chief Assistant CCRC 

Florida Bar No. 0150177 

keffers@ccsr.state.fl.us 

 

Capital Collateral Regional  

Counsel - South 

1 East Broward Boulevard, Suite 444 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

Tel: (954) 713-1284 

Fax: (954) 713-1299 

 

COUNSEL FOR MR. HANNON 

 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing has been provided 

by electronic service to all counsel of record via the Florida Court e-filing portal on 

the 23rd day of October, 2017. 

    /s/ Suzanne Keffer____  

SUZANNE KEFFER 

Chief Assistant CCRC 

Florida Bar No. 0150177 

keffers@ccsr.state.fl.us 
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