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6. Responding to the allegations of paragraph 6, the allegations are denied as framed.

To the extent that Judge DuPont may have discussed or sought input from colleagues about the

information regarding his opponent, Judge DuPont at all times believed the information published

was accurate.

7. Responding to the allegations of paragraph 7, the allegations are denied as framed.

Judge DuPont attended the required Judicial Ethics Advisory Committee training session, and

agrees that instruction regarding reliance on campaign managers was provided. Although Judge

DuPont relied upon and trusted the people he hired to do their job, Judge DuPont testified before

the Investigative Panel that "I take full responsibility for the decisions. I'm not putting this off on

my campaign manager. I'm not putting this off on Mr. Tavernier. At the end of the day, it was

my decision." At all times, Judge DuPont acted in good faith and without any intent to provide

false information or otherwise inflict harm on either Malcom Anthony or his family.

8. The charges in paragraph 8 have been withdrawn.

9. Responding to the allegations of paragraph 9, the allegations are denied as framed.

At all times, Judge DuPont properly exercised his discretion in proceeding as he did, in the course

of which he followed the provisions of Rule 1.070(j), Fla. R. Civ. P. and Morales v. Sperry Road

Corp., 601 So.2d 538 (Fla. 1992). The Complaint filed by the Golf Group of Palm Coast, LLC

had not been served despite the passage of over a year from the date of filing, during which time

plaintiff failed to show good cause or excusable neglect for failure to serve as required by 1.070(j),

Fla. R. Civ. P., and failed to respond to the City of Palm Coast's Motion to Dismiss for Failure to

Serve. Further, the Court denied the motion to disqualify on the grounds that it was legally
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insufficient. It should be noted that since the charges have been amended to include the City of

Palm Coast, Florida v. The Group GolfofPalm Coast, LLC, Judge DuPont has recused himself.

10. Responding to the allegations ofparagraph 10, the allegations are denied as framed.

While Judge DuPont began the proceedings early, as is common over a holiday weekend, Judge

DuPont conducted the first appearance hearings in an appropriate fashion and within his judicial

discretion. It should be noted that there were only two bonds that were raised: one was for DUI

manslaughter, and the other was for Robbery by Sudden Snatching. It should further be noted that

in each case, Judge DuPont appointed the public defender to represent those charged.

11. Responding to the allegations ofparagraph 11, the allegations are denied as framed.

This charge is based on an occurrence in 2012, the second year of Judge DuPont's judicial career,

which began in 2010. While Judge DuPont agrees that he ordered the Petitioner to undergo a

psychiatric evaluation, he did so with good intentions, to wit: the welfare of not only the Petitioner

but her children as well. Judge DuPont detailed his reasoning in the Order, and while the appellate

court ultimately overturned the order, they recognized Judge DuPont's good intentions. It should

be noted that in a companion case where Petitioner was the Respondent in a custody matter with

her former husband, the court ordered the identical psychiatric evaluation. This was not appealed,

and in fact, the psychiatric evaluation was completed and filed with the court.

12. Responding to the allegations ofparagraph 12, the allegations are denied as framed.

This charge is based on an occurrence in 2011, at the outset of Judge DuPont's judicial career

which began in 2010. Judge DuPont agrees that he enlisted the assistance of the deputy in divesting

the party of assets in his possession. In so doing, Judge DuPont was attempting to ensure that the
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party in question complied with the law and precedent relating to his obligation to support his

family, which the party in question had willfully resisted.

Dated: November , 2017 Respectfully submitted,
LILES GAVIN, P.A.

/s/ Rutledge R. Liles
Rutledge R. Liles
Florida Bar No. 102805
Email: rliles@lilesgavin.com

Liles Gavin, P.A.
301 W. Bay St., Suite 1030
Jacksonville, FL 32202
T: 904-634-1100

F: 904-634-1234
Attorney for Respondent
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished, via U.S. Mail, to

the following individuals this day of November, 2017

Lauri Waldman Ross, Esq.
Counsel to the Hearing Panel for JQC
Ross & Girten
9130 S. Dadeland Blvd., Suite 1612
Miami, FL 33156
Email: rossgirten@laurilaw.com

Michael Schneider, General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: mschneider@,floridajqc.com

Alex Williams, Asst. General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: awilliams@,floridajqc.xom

Henry M. Coxe, III, Special Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Brian T. Coughlin, Esq.
Ashley W. Green, Esq.
Bedell Law firm
101 E. Adams St.
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Email: hmc@bedellfirm.com

btc@bedellfirm.com
awg@bedellfirm.com

/s/ Rutledge R. Liles
Rutledge R. Liles
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Exhibit A



BEFORE THE INVESTIGATIVE PANEL OF THE FLORIDA
JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE,
THE HONORABLE SCOTT DUPONT No. 2016-2103

RESPONSE TO CHARGES

In response to Formal Charges 1-5, I admit and take full responsibility for my actions.

While my initial written response to the investigation, and my appearance before the

investigative panel, may have given the appearance that I did not fully understand the

inappropriateness ofmy behavior, it did so only because at that time I whole heartedly believed

that the information I posted about my opponent was one hundred percent accurate. It was not

until my appearance before the investigative panel that I fully appreciated that it was not, and

that I had been careless. I regret the tone of my response to the charges and apologize for the

impression it may have left.

I have had time to reflect on my actions, and think about my behavior, and in doing so I

fully understand I was wrong. I should have conducted my own independent research and

analysis of what was on my web site to guarantee that it was accurate in all respects. In this

regard I fell short.

I also fully understand the importance of maintaining the integrity of the office to which I

was elected six years ago and in which I have had the privilege of serving. As a sitting judge I

set the example and in being the example, I must exercise restraint. I understand that I am fully

and solely responsible for confirming the accuracy and source of all information disseminated by

my campaign and that those responsibilities cannot be delegated.

While my answer to the question regarding following the Constitution was offered in the

context of giving an opinion about the law, and when giving opinions about the law judges must

state that they will follow the law as written, I now realize that my response was given in the

wrong context, and as such, it was inappropriate. I fully understand my responsibilities in

following the Constitution, and that the sanctity of the Constitution must always be protected.

I am truly remorseful and apologetic for my behavior. I recognize and understand that I

must exercise the utmost discipline in connection with my judicial activities, including the

activities of my campaign. I am deeply aware of the need for judges and judicial candidates to

set an example of the utmost propriety, judicial demeanor and restraint when required to run in a

contested election. The public that I serve should not, and cannot, expect anything less. I have

learned a great lesson from this and have grown accordingly.

I regret having placed the Judicial Qualifications Commission and, ultimately, the Florida

Supreme Court, in the position of having to address my actions. In taking full responsibility for



my actions, I understand and accept that I will be subjected to sanction for my conduct. This
behavior will never happen again.

WAIVER OF FORMAL HEARING

Please accept this as a waiver of a formal hearing before the Hearing Panel on the
charges. I do request, however, that the Hearing Panel allow me to present testimony via
affidavit or deposition regarding my character.

Scott Dupont

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished, via U.S, Mail, to

the following individuals this / 9 day ofDecember, 2016.

Lauri Waldman Ross, Esq.
Counsel to the Hearing Panel for JQC
Ross & Girten
9130 S. Dadeland Blvd., Suite 1612
Miami, FL 33156
Email: rossairYenfiàlaurilaw.com

Eugene Pettis, Esq.
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Hearing Panel Chair
One Financial Plaza, Seventh Floor
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33394
Email: epettis@,hpslegal.com

Michael Schneider, General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: mschneider@floridaigc.com
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my actions, I understand and accept that I will be subjected to sanction for my conduct. This

behavior will never happen again.

WAIVER OF FORMAL HEARING

Please accept this as a waiver of a formal hearing before the Hearing Panel on the
charges. I do request, however, that the Hearing Panel allow me to present testimony via
affidavit or deposition regarding my character.

Scott Dupont
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Lauri Waldman Ross, Esq.
Counsel to the Hearing Panel for JQC
Ross & Girten
9130 S. Dadeland Blvd., Suite 1612
Miami, FL 33156
Email:

Eugene Pettis, Esq.
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Hearing Panel Chair
One Financial Plaza, Seventh Floor
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33394
Email: epettis@hpslegaLcom

Michael Schneider, General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: mschneider(dtfloridajoc.com
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Henry M. Coxe, III, Special Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Brian T. Coughlin, Esq.
Ashley W. Green, Esq.
Bedell Law firm
101 E. Adams St.
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Email: hmc@bedellfirm.com

btcS6edellfirm.com
agg@bedellfirntboni

Rutledge R. Lile
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