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original charges, was not performing his own due diligence to confirm the accuracy of

the website and not that he was allegedly informed that he should not rely on his

campaign manager.

3. Charge 8 - Clearly, on its face, Charge 8 is fatally lacking in facts to support the charge

or otherwise warrant a meaningful response. For instance, what was the nature of the

alleged "personal attack?" What was the published misleading campaign material, and

how was it misleading? How and when was it published, and in what form? To whom

was the personal attack directed? Further, the campaign in question occurred almost

seven years ago without contemporaneous criticism or a complaint to the Judicial

Qualifications Commission.

4. Charge 10 - If there is, in fact, any basis for a charge involving "first appearance

hearings," the allegation that the judge's judicial assistant "apologized in an email to

court personnel..." and that Judge Dupont was campaigning at the time is immaterial

and irrelevant. The question is whether Judge Dupont conducted the first appearance

hearings in an inappropriate fashion, therefore, denying a defendant due process. In

this regard, there is a complete failure to allege facts to constitute a violation of any

Judicial Canon or the Constitution.

Whether the fact that Judge Dupont may have increased the bonds is a matter within

his discretion and not, in itself, violative of any Canon or the Constitution. Charge 10

fails to allege sufficient facts to demonstrate that he abused his discretion in any

fashion. It should be noted that there were only two bonds that were raised: one was

for DUI manslaughter, and the other was for Home Invasion Robbery. Accordingly,

Charge 10 fails to state a cause of action.
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5. Charge 11 - Charge 11 fails to set forth sufficient facts to state a cause of action for a

violation of the Canons. Further, it fails to demonstrate that Judge Dupont, knowingly

and intentionally, violated any applicable Canon. In fact, and what is noticeably absent

from the allegation that the Fifth District Court of Appeals "reversed your [his]

decisions" is the fact that in its opinion it recognizes that what Judge Dupont did "might

have been well-intentioned," simply not authorized. Touchet v. Jones, 135 So3d, 323

(5th DCA 2013). That is what appellate courts are for. Judges are reversed every day

for misapplication of law and facts to a given situation.

6. Charge 12 - Charge 12 fails to set forth sufficient facts to state a cause of action in that

it fails to establish how any Canon was violated and that he knowingly and purposefully

acted in a fashion contrary to any Rule or Canon in attempting to ensure that the party

in question complied with law and precedent as may relate to his obligation to support

his family.

Dated: September , 2017 Respectfully submitted,
LILES GAVIN, P.A.

/s/ Rutledge R. Liles
Rutledge R. Liles
Florida Bar No. 102805
Email: rliles@lilesgavin.com

Liles Gavin, P.A.
301 W. Bay St., Suite 1030
Jacksonville, FL 32202

T: 904-634-1100
F: 904-634-1234
Attorney for Respondent
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a opy of the foregoing has been furnished, via U.S. Mail, to

the following individuals this day of September, 2017:

Lauri Waldman Ross, Esq.
Counsel to the Hearing Panel for JQC
Ross & Girten
9130 S. Dadeland Blvd., Suite 1612
Miami, FL 33156
Email: rossgirten@laurilaw.com

Michael Schneider, General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: mschneider@floridaiqc.com

Alex Williams, Asst. General Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
PO Box 14106
Tallahassee, FL 32317
Email: awilliams@floridaiqc.com

Henry M. Coxe, III, Special Counsel
Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission
Brian T. Coughlin, Esq.
Ashley W. Green, Esq.
Bedell Law firm
101 E. Adams St.
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Email: hmc@bedellfirm.com

btc@bedellfirm.com
awg@bedellfirm.com

/s/ Rutledge R. Liles
Rutledge R. Liles
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