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FLORIDA BAR 


Complaint of Anthony D. Jordan against Christopher Chestnut 

File No. 2106-00,473 (4A) 


AFFIDAVIT OF ANTHONY D. JORDAN, SR. 


State of Georgia 
County of Fulton 

Personally appearing before the undersigned attesting officer duly authorized to 

administer oaths, Anthony D. Jordan, Sr., being duly sworn, deposes and states as follows: 

1. 

My name is Anthony Jordan. I am an adult and labor under competent to give this 

Affidavit. All matters stated herein are within my personal knowledge. 

2. 

On March 12, 2008, when I was 19 years of age, Deidre Spear and I had a baby, who we 

named    (hereinafter, " "). 

3. 

Ms. Spear and I lived together for approximately three years, but never married. She 

maintained custody of our son,  up to the time of her death, on February 6, 2014, as the 

result of a motor vehicle collision. In general, we had a cooperative co-parenting relationship 

and I helped her quite a bit with housing and contributed financial support for our son. 

4. 

Prior to her death, Ms. Spear routinely relied upon her mother, Ramona Berry, and my 

mother, Angela Jordan, to baby.·sit and care for  ; and, as such, Ms. Berry came to my 

mother's home, located at 2571 Godfrey Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30318, on numerous occasions 

to either pick up or drop off A J. 
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At all relevant times, up to and including the present, I have maintained my permanent 

residence address as my mother's home, located at 2571 Godfrey Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30318. 

On the day oflMs. Spear's death, I was told about it by my mother, who had received a 

telephone call and been told about it by someone, As such, I went to the school to picked up my 

son. 

7. 

Later that same day, Ms. Spear's boyfriend, Braxton Banks came to my mother's home at 

2571 Godfrey Drive, with others, and asked to take  to Ms. Berry's home, promising that he 

would be returned. ThiS did not happen and, instead, Ms. Berry insisted on keeping  with her 

at her home and refused tcj even allow me to visit with him. I did not agree with this, but was 

unable to legally obtain custody oflmy son until months later. 

8. 

Within a matter ofljust a few days after Ms. Spear's death, a man identifying himselflas a 

funeral director called me and attempted to solicit me on behalfl ofl attorney, stating that unless I 

agreed; Ms. Spear's body would have to be cremated and there would be.no funeral. This was an 

older ma.fl, who stated that he was with the Gregory Levett & Sons Funeral Home in Decatur. 

9. 

I was next contacted by telephone by a woman, who identified herselfl as Pansy King and 

attempted to solicit me fo hire an attorney named Christopher Chestnut. She explained that 

money from a potential case could be used for Ms. Spear's funeral. She was very pushy and put 

.. 

Page 2 



pressure on me, stating that there would be no funeral ifl I did not agree. I indicated uncertainty 

to her about this because I was not married to Ms. Spear and did not feel I had any responsibility 

or obligation for her funeral. 

10. 

Next, after that telephone conversation, Eric Echols and Ms. King came to my mother's 

house and stated that ifl 1 would just sign the paperwork that were presenting to me, the funeral 

could go forward; and ifl I then decided not to pursue the potential case, they would shred the 

paperwork. Under pressure and relying on their promise to shred the paperwork ifll decided to 

not go forward, I did sign the blank Contingency Fee Agreement attached to the Affidavit ofl 

Ramona Berry dated April 28, 2016, and submitted to the Florida Bar under cover oflChristopher 

Chestnut's letter dated April 28, 2016, and possibly signed other paperwork as well. 

11. 

Shortly thereafter, I met personally with both Mr. Chestnut and Ms. King at a 

McDonald's restaurant.near iny mother's home. 

12. 

After the McDonald's meeting, I discussed the entire matter in detail with my mother, 

Angela Berry, and decided'! did not want to have anything to do with these people. 

13. 

As such, the next day~ I believe the very next day, I called Ms. King and told her 

specifically that I had decided to not {io forward with the case and also specifically requested that 

all oflthe paperwork I signed be shredded, as we had previously agreed. She responded that the 

paperwork I signed would ;be shredded. 

i4. 
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The statements made in paragraphs 9 and 10 of the Affidavit of Ramona Berry dated 

April 28, 2016 are absolutely false. Until March of 2016, 1 had no idea at all that Ramona Berry 

had hired Mr. Chestnut or pursued a wrongful death action. At that time, I did seek out the 

advice of attorney, who contacted the insurance company of the at-fault driver and was told the 

policy limits had been paid, and was subsequently provided the supporting documentation by 

attorney W. Curtis Anderson of the Downey & Cleveland, LLP, law firm of Marietta, Georgia. 

15. 

Likewise, I had no idea at all that Ramona Berry had filed and pursued two related Fulton 

County Probate Court proceedings, on March 3, 2014 and on March 19;2014, with no notice to 

me, while at same time unsuccessfully contesting my Petition for Legitimation and Custody in 

the Fulton County Superior Court 

16. 

Specifically, on March 3, 2014, Ms. Berry filed a verified Petition for Letters of 

Administration regarding her Deidre Spear. In such Petition, it was falsely asserted and 

fraudulently misrepresented to this Court that my address was unknown to Ms. Berry. 

17. 

·On March 19, 2014, Ms. Berry filed a verified Petition for Temporary Letters of 

Guardianship of Minor, in which it was again falsely asserted and fraudulently misrepresented to 

this Court that my address and whereabouts were unknown to her. 

18. 

Ori March 30, 2014, Ms. Berry was served with process in my prose Superior Court 

proceeding against Ms. Berry in which I sought an Order of Legitimation of my standing as the 

father of A.l, as well as Custody of  
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19. 

On both May 19, 2014 and June 24, 2014, Ms. Berry participated in hearings and was 

present in open Court with me. The first hearing resulted in me being allowed visitation on my 

son,  and the second hearing resulted in him being declared my legitimate son and I received 

an award of his sole physical and legal custody. 

20. 

On June 4, 2014, Ms. Berry filed a verified Petition for Letters of Conservatorship of 

Minor, in which it was again falsely asserted and fraudulently misrepresented to this Court that 

my address was unknown: Additionally, the identity of a notabie relative of the Minor, Angela 

Jordan, my mother and  's paternal grandmother was falsely and fraudulently withheld and 

concealed from this Court. · 

21. 

Given all the circumstances, it seems evident to me that Ms. Berry, either alone or in 

conspiracy with others, illegally, intentionally and fraudulently kept her both her pursuit and her 

actual recovery of money on accoU:nt of the death of Deidre Spear, supposedly for the benefit of 

my son, secret from me.· 

22. 

Finally, I want to respond to the Affidavit of Eric Echols, dated April 28, 2016, and 

submitted to the Florida Bar under cover of Christopher Chestnut's letter dated April 28, 2016. 

First, the Grievance form mailed to the Florida Bar at the end of February was prepared by both 

me and my mother, and I did sign it. Second, when Mr. Echols called·me on April 13, 2016, 1 

did not know who he was or why he was calling me, but assumed his job was to hassle me on 

behalf of Mr. Chestnut; and, as such, I had no real interest in being cooperative with him. He 
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talked about a complaint being filed about some wrongdoing, but I did not even realize he was 

talking about the Grievance form that we had mailed to the Florida Bar several weeks earlier. He 

never mentioned the Florida Bar and I thought he was asking about some type ofia lawsuit being 

filed, which I had not done. He also, of course, did not mention that he was surreptitiously 

recording the conversation, which I consider very underhanded and dishonest. The only 

important statements in the recording are the following: 

"I haven't talked to Mr. Chestnut since I told him no about trying to get some type 
of money out ofithe accident .... that was a long time ago and since something 
about the the funeral and costs and bla bla bla. All I know is I told those guys no 
a long time ago." 

"The last time I spoke with these guys, didn't have anything to do with them .... I 
told them no, I didn't want to pursue any kind ofilawsuit. I think it was for 
wrongful death ... " 

" ... so, what is the amount ofi money disbursed[?] And I want to know what 
money, because ... How can I just learn ofimoney I don't know anything about?" 

"If there's money out there and I'm the caretaker and I have full custody, then I 
should have been notified ..." 

"So, you're saying there's an estate set up? That's what you're saying? Because I 
don't know anything about an estate. And by now, its been two years ago. I 
should have known about an estate ... " 

Sworn to and executed 
this Jl( day ofiJune, 2016. 

~ 
Notary Pubhc 
My Commission expires: tq 5~ ( ZAl1 
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