
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
pP (Before a Referee)

FLORIDA BAR, Supreme Court Case No.
SC16-1589

Complainant,
The Florida Bar File No.

v. 2017-00,098(4D)NES

CHRISTOPHER M. CHESTNUT,

Respondent.

REPORT OF REFEREE

I. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

Pursuant to the undersigned being duly appointed as Referee to conduct

disciplinary proceedings herein according to Rule 3-7.6, Rules of Discipline, the

following proceedings occurred:

On August 31, 2016, The Florida Bar filed its Petition for Emergency

Suspension against Respondent. On September 7, 2016, Respondent filed his

Response. Later that same date, Respondent filed his Amended Response to the

Bar's Petition. On September 14, 2016, the Florida Supreme Court directed that a

referee be appointed to hear, conduct, try, and determine the matters presented

within seven days from the date of assignment and thereafter submit a report and

recommendation to the Supreme Court of Florida within seven days of the date of

the hearing addressing The Florida Bar's Petition for Emergency Suspension and



the related filings. On September 14, 2016, the undersigned Referee was

appointed. Given the expedited nature of this case, on September 20, 2016, the

Court conducted a case management conference. At that time, the parties

confirmed their readiness for trial which was set for the following day. On

September 21, 2016, a final hearing was held in this matter and it continued until

past 8:00 pm at which time the Court announced its ruling from the bench. All

items properly filed including pleadings, recorded testimony (if transcribed),

exhibits in evidence and the Report of Referee constitute the record in this case and

are forwarded to the Supreme Court of Florida.

II. FINDINGS OF FACT

Jurisdictional Statement. Respondent is, and at all times mentioned during

this investigation was, a member of The Florida Bar, subject to the jurisdiction and

Disciplinary Rules of the Supreme Court ofFlorida.

1. Narrative Summary Of Case. Respondent is currently the subject of

nine bar disciplinary matters which have been identified as:

A. SC16-797, The Florida Bar File Nos. 2015-00,161(4B), 2015-00,505

(4C), 2015-00,565(4D), 2016-00,047(4C), 2016-00,193(4A) & 2016-00,229(4B).

The foregoing counts, comprising SC16-797, are in active litigation and scheduled

for final hearing starting December 12, 2016.
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B. SC16-1480, The Florida Bar File Nos. 2016-00,473(4B) & 2016-

00,517(4D). The foregoing counts, comprising SC16-1480, were recently

consolidated into SC16-797, are in active litigation, and are also scheduled for

final hearing starting December 12, 2016.

C. And The Florida Bar File No. 2017-00,098(4D)NES - the pending

matter.

2. In this instant case, TFB File No. 2017-00098(4D)NES, the Bar

alleges that on August 23, 2016, Respondent was sued in Texas.

3. That complaint accuses Respondent of barratry, solicitation, civil

conspiracy, joint enterprise & partnership liability, agent and respondeat superior.

4. Based on Respondent's foregoing history and this most recent alleged

solicitation, the Bar believed that Respondent was causing great public harm as

contemplated by Rule 3-5.2.

5. In support of this contention, the Bar called Matisha Ward to testify

regarding the underlying events and Respondent's involvement. After examination

from both attorneys, the Court noted significant inconsistencies in Ms. Ward's

testimony vis-a-vis her affidavit. Ms. Ward had difficulty remembering where and

when she executed her affidavit and which attorneys were representing her and

when their representation began. At one point, Ms. Ward claimed that her
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affidavit had been "tampered" with so she produced "her actual affidavit" from her

purse, though it turned out to be identical.

During a May 13, 2016, telephone call between Ms. Ward and Ms. Young,

Ms. Ward informed Ms. Young that she had not spoken with an attorney. Ms.

Ward asked to speak with Mr. Chestnut. Ms. Ward did not inform Mr. Chestnut

that she had retained counsel. Mr. Chestnut did not discuss specifics of his

potential representation such as an hourly rate contract, contingency fee contract,

or fee structure. Mr. Chestnut had no further discussions with Ms. Ward. Ms.

Ward did not file a Florida or Texas bar complaint against Mr. Chestnut.

While it was evident that Ms. Ward was distressed and confused, the Court

had some difficulty with her credibility.

6. The Bar then presented testimony of Ms. Taylor, Ms. Berry, and Ms.

Washington, witnesses from the other pending cases, which contain allegations

that Respondent solicited them. The affidavit of Mr. Jordan was also offered by

The Bar.

7. When considering the inconsistencies in Ms. Ward's testimony

coupled with the dates of the other alleged solicitations which were remote in time,

this Court finds that the evidence presented does not "establish clearly and

convincingly that a lawyer appears to be causing great public harm" as required by

Rule 3-5.2.

4



8. This Court does not make any ultimate decision regarding the alleged

solicitations regarding Ms. Taylor, Ms. Berry, Ms. Washington or Mr. Jordan,

inasmuch as, those cases are scheduled for Trial in December of this year.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO GUILT.

As a result, I recommend that the Bar's Petition for Emergency Suspension

be denied and that Respondent be found not guilty of any Rule as alleged in the

Bar's Petition.

V. RECOMMENDATION AS TO DISCIPLINARY MEASURES TO BE

APPLIED

I recommend that Respondent not be disciplined at this time.

VI. PERSONAL HISTORY, PAST DISCIPLINARY RECORD

I considered the following:

Personal History of Respondent:

Age: 36 years of age

Date admitted to the Bar: April 25, 2006

Prior Discipline: Public Reprimand October 8, 2015

VII. STATEMENT OF COSTS AND MANNER IN WHICH COSTS SHOULD
BE TAXED
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I recommend that each party bear its own costs. Although the Bar did not

prevail, it cannot fairly be said that there was no justiciable issue of either fact or

law in the Bar's petition.

Dated this 28 day of September, 2016.

Honorable Curtis Judson Neal
Circuit Court Judge and Referee
Hernando County Courthouse
20 N. Main Street, Room 310
Brooksville, FL 34601-2817

Original To:
Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida, Supreme Court Building, 500 South Duval
Street, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-1927

Conformed Copies to:
Christopher M. Chestnut, Respondent, chris.chestnut@chestnutfirm.com
Carlos Alberto Leon, Bar Counsel, cleon@floridabar.org
Adria E. Quintela, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, at aquintel@floridaabar.org
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