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NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING
MOTION AND, IF FILED, DETERMINED

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL

OF FLORIDA

SECOND DISTRICT

VENICE HMA, LLC d/b/a VENICE
REGIONAL MEDlCAL CENTER,

Appellant,

v.

SARASOTA COUNTY and SARASOTA
COUNTY PUBLIC HOSPITAL DISTRICT,

Appellees.

SARASOTA DOCTORS HOSPITAL, INC.
and ENGLEWOOD COMMUNITY
HOSPITAL, INC.,

Appellants,

v.

SARASOTA COUNTY and SARASOTA
COUNTY PUBLIC HOSPITAL DISTRICT,

Appellees.

)
)
)
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) Case No. 2D13-5752
)
)
)
)
)
).

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
) Case No. 2D13-5753

)
) CONSOLIDATED
)
)

Opinion filed August 14, 2015.

Appeals from the Circuit Court for
Sarasota County; Kimberly Bonner, Judge.

Geoffrey D. Smith, Timothy B. Elliott, Kara
L. Gross, and Susan C. Smith of Smith &
Associates, Tallahassee, for Appellant



Venice HMA, LLC d/b/a Venice Regional
Medical Center.

Raoul G. Cantero ||| and David P. Draigh
of White & Case LLP, Miami; and Stephen
A. Ecenia and J. Stephen Menton of
Rutledge Ecenia, P.A., Tallahassee, for
Appellants Sarasota Doctors Hospital, Inc.
and Englewood Community Hospital, Inc.

Raymond T. Elligett, Jr. and Amy S.
Farrior of Buell & Elligett, P.A., Tampa;
Stephen E. DeMarsh, County Attorney,
Sarasota; and Frederick J. Elbrecht,
Deputy County Attorney, Sarasota, for
Appellee Sarasota County.

David A. Wallace, Carol Ann Kalish, and
Jennifer L. Grosso of Williams Parker
Harrison Dietz & Getzen, Sarasota, for
Appellee Sarasota County Public Hospital
District.

LaROSE, Judge.

In these consolidated appeals, Sarasota Doctors Hospital, Inc.,

Englewood Community Hospital, Inc., and Venice HMA, LLC d/b/a Venice Regional

Medical Center (collectively, "the Private Hospitals") challenge the final summary

judgment entered in favor of Sarasota County and Sarasota County Public Hospital

District (collectively, "the County"). The Private Hospitals sought entitlement to

reimbursement under a special law of the legislature for providing medical care to

indigent Sarasota County residents. The trial court correctly ruled that the portion of the

special law requiring the County to make such reimbursement granted an

unconstitutional privilege to private corporations. Indeed, the reimbursement would

force local taxpayers to fund the Private Hospitals' charity care, a benefit not enjoyed by

similarly situated private hospitals in Florida. Consequently, we affirm.
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We have jurisdiction over these appeals. See Fla. R. App. P.

9.030(b)(1)(A). We review, de novo, the determination of a statute's constitutionality as

well as the interpretation of a constitutional provision. See Shands Teaching Hosp. &

Clinics, Inc. v. Mercury Ins. Co., 97 So. 3d 204, 209 (Fla. 2012).

Background

A general law is one "that operates universally throughout the state,

uniformly upon subjects as they may exist throughout the state, or uniformly within a

permissible classification." Dep't of Bus. Requlation v. Classic Mile, Inc., 541 So. 2d

1155, 1157 (Fla. 1989). In contrast, "a special law is one relating to, or designed to

operate upon, particular persons or things . . . ." Id.,. (quoting State ex rel. Landis v.

Harris, 163 So. 237, 240 (Fla. 1934)).

For at least 130 years, Florida has shown solicitude toward indigent

residents needing health care. The 1885 Florida Constitution, for exampie, anticipated

that all counties would provide hospital and medical care to the indigent: "The

respective counties of the State shall provide in the manner prescribed by law for those

of the inhabitants that, by reason of age, infirmity or misfortune, may have claims upon

the aid and sympathy of society." Fla. Const, of 1885, art. XIll, § 3. In 1936, section 3

was amended to add a provision authorizing statewide relief and old age benefits:

The respective counties of the State shall provide in the
manner prescribed by law for those of the inhabitants who,
by reason of age, infirmity or misfortune, may have claims
upon the aid and sympathy of society; provided, however,
the Legislature may by general law provide for a uniform
Statewide system for such benefits, and appropriate money
therefor . . . ."

Fla. Const. of 1885, art. XIll, § 3 (1936) (emphasis added).
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Even before this amendment, however, the legislature expressed concern

with the health-care needs of the indigent. For example, in 1935, the legislature

authorized boards of county commissioners in all counties with populations between

6418 and 6500 to levy and spend up to one mill of tax revenue annually to create an

indigent aid fund. Ch. 17169, Laws of Fla. (1935), repealed by ch. 61-1338, at 794

Laws of Fla. (1961). That same year, it passed a law authorizing counties with

populations between 2750 and 2800 to levy up to three mills in property taxes to pay

indigent citizens' "hospital bills, medical bills, doctors bilis and nurses bills." Ch. 17168,

Laws of Fla. (1935).

In addition to these general laws of local application, the legislature

enacted special laws authorizing individual counties to provide health care to the

indigent. In 1959, for example, the legislature authorized Duval County to renovate,

construct, improve, repair, expand, extend, equip, and furnish hospital units and

indigent relief departments and appropriated $558,000 per year through 1960 for that

purpose. Ch. 59-1240, §§ 1-2, at 1238, Laws of Fla. Earlier, in 1951, the legislature

authorized the Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners to contract with

South Florida Baptist Hospital for hospital and medical services to the indigent. Ch.

27612, Laws of Fla. (1951).

Pertinent to us, here, by special law in 1949, the legislature established

the Sarasota County Public Hospital District, one of thirty-four special hospital districts.

The special law granted the hospital district its own taxing authority separate from
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Sarasota County. See ch. 26468, Laws of Fla. (1949). Sarasota County voters

approved the special act in a 1950 referendum.1

Almost a decade later, in 1959, the legislature amended the special law.

The legislature added an indigent care provision requiring Sarasota County to

reimburse the hospital district for medical services provided to indigent patients at

hospital district facilities. See ch. 59-1839, § 8(i), at 3884-85, Laws of Fla. Significantly,

the indigent care provision also required reimbursement to any other hospital in

Sarasota County providing indigent care. See id.2

The indigent care provision was not submitted for voter approvai. Our

record does not contain documentation of public notice; presumably, such notice was

published pursuant to article Ill, section 20 of the 1885 Constitution as an alternative to

a referendum. The parties do not claim otherwise.

1The 1885 Florida Constitution, article ill, section 20, prohibited the
legislature from passing special or local laws in certain enumerated cases that did not
include grants of privileges to private corporations now prohibited by article lil, section
11 of the 1968 Florida Constitution. Article Ill, section 21 of the 1885 Constitution
provided that, in cases not excepted by section 20, the legislature could pass special or
local laws providing for or altering municipal government powers o!]Iy after publishing
notice, where the affected matter was situated, at least thirty days before introduction
into the legislature, or including in the law a provision that it shall not become effective
until ratified by local referendum.

2The provision provided, in pertinent part:

The said board of county commissioners shall in like manner
reimburse any other hospital in Sarasota County, Florida,
approved by the state board of health, for hospital services
rendered to medically indigent persons as herein defined,
upon like certification by such hospital and at such rates as
shall not exceed those prescribed for such patients by
hospitals owned and operated by said Sarasota county
public hospital board.

See ch. 59-1839, § 8(i), at 3884-85.
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The 1968 Florida Constitution eliminated the 1885 Constitution's indigent

care mandate. See art. Xil, § 10, Fla. Const. (1968). Florida voters relegated article

XII, section 3 of the 1885 constitution to statutory status, subject to legislative action.

See id.3 The legislature later repealed what was by then but a precatory indigent-care

statute encouraging medical care for the needy. See § 11.2422, Fla. Stat. (1985).

It is important to note that counties, by general law, are not required to

provide any level of indigent medical care; hospitals, on the other hand, must do so.

Florida requires all hospitals with emergency departments to provide emergency care

when "[a]ny person requests emergency services and care," regardless of ability to pay.

§ 395.1041(1), (3)(a)(1), (3)(f), Fla. Stat. (2012). See also § 401.45(1)(b), Fla. Stat.

(2012); ch. 73-126, § 26, at 206, Laws of Fla.

Similarly, the federal Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act

(EMTALA) requires every hospital with an emergency department, as a condition for

participating in and receiving federal funds from Medicare or Medicaid, to provide to all

individuals seeking emergency room examination or treatment "an appropriate medical

screening examination within the capability of the hospital's emergency department,

including ancillary services routinely available to the emergency department, to

determine whether or not an emergency medical condition" exists. 42 U.S.C. §§

1395cc(a)(1)(1)(i), 1395dd(a) (2012).4 if a patient presents with an emergency medical

3Article XII, section 10, Florida Constitution (1968), provides:
"Preservation of existing government.-All provisions of Articles I through IV, Vil and IX
through XX of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, not embraced herein which are not
inconsistent with this revision shall become statutes subject to modification or repeal as
are other statutes."

dWith perhaps the exception of the Veterans Health Administration, federal
involvement in the provision of health care seems to have been limited until enactment
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condition, the hospital must stabilize the patient before transfer to another facility. 42

U.S.C. § 1395dd(c). EMTALA forbids hospitals from considering the patient's ability to

pay. See id. § 1395dd(h). To our understanding, therefore, the Private Hospitais are

statutority bound, under federal and state law, to provide some level of emergency care

to indigent patients.

Against this backdrop, we note that, in 2003, the legislature repealed the

1959 special law. See ch. 03-359, § 2, at 316, Laws of Fla. It enacted a 2003 special

law for "the codification of all special acts relating to [the] Sarasota County Public

Hospital District" to provide "a single, comprehensive special act charter for the District

including all current legislative authority granted to the District by its several legislative

enactments." See id. § 1. The 1959 indigent care provision, with only minor

nonsubstantive changes, remained a part of this 2003 comprehensive legislation.

Compare 1959 Laws of Fla. § 8(i), 3884-85 wl ch. 03-359, § 8(9), at 321, Laws of Fla.

Notice of the 2003 special law was published in compliance with article Ill, section 10 of

the 1968 Constitution.5 See Fla. H.R. Comm. on Local Gov't & Veterans Affairs HB

1113 (2003) Staff Analysis 5 (Mar. 7, 2003).

of the Medicare and Medicaid programs in 1965. See Tracinq the History of CMS
Programs: From President Theodore Roosevelt to President Georae W. Bush, Ctrs. for
Medicare & Medicaid Servs.,<https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-
Information/History/Downloads PresidentCMSMilestones.pdf> (last visited June 30,
2015).

SFlorida Constitution article Ill, section 10 provides as follows:
No special law shall be passed unless notice of
intention to seek enactment thereof has been
published in the manner provided by general law.
Such notice shall not be necessary when the law,
except the provision for referendum, is conditioned to
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For years, the Private Hospitals never sought reimbursement under the

indigent care provision of the 2003 speciai law, section 8(9). The County suggests that

no District hospital ever received reimbursement under the indigent care provision.

Apparently, however, the Private Hospitals requested and received some

reimbursement from the County under ordinance 72-79, enacted a year after Sarasota

County became a charter county.S See Sarasota Cty. Charter (1971). Unlike the

indigent care provision of the 2003 special law, ordinance 72-79 authorized, but did not

require, the Board of County Commissioners to furnish hospital care to Sarasota

County's medically indigent residents. See Sarasota Cty., Fla., Ordinance 72-79, § 2

(1972). The ordinance remains in effect. Later, ordinance 77-96 authorized the Board

of County Commissioners to approve expenditure of funds for emergency medical care

to persons qualified for public welfare. See § 102-2, Sarasota Cty. Code (codification of

Sarasota County Ordinance No. 77-96).

Beginning in November 2008, and monthly thereafter, the Private

Hospitals submitted to the County a list of costs associated with providing hospital care

to the indigent in Sarasota County. The Private Hospitals requested reimbursement for

these costs pursuant to section 8(9) of the 2003 special law. At the time of the

become effective only upon approval by vote of the
electors of the area affected.

8Florida electors granted to local voters the power to adopt charters to
govern their counties in 1968. S_ee art. Vlli, § 1, Fla. Const. "Charters are formal
written documents that confer powers, duties, or privileges on the county. They
resemble state or federal constitutions and they must be approved, along with any
amendments, by the voters of a county." Charter County information, Fla. Ass'n of
Counties, http://www.fl-counties.com/about-floridas-counties/charter-county-information
(last visited June 26, 2015).
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summary judgment hearing in the trial court, these reimbursement requests totaled

about $200 million. The County refused to pay.

Procedural Posture

In 2011, the Private Hospitals sued for declaratory and injunctive relief.

They sought a declaration establishing their right to reimbursement from the County for

providing indigent care under the indigent care provision of the 2003 special law. The

County countercialmed, alleging that the indigent care provision, to the extent it

mandated reimbursement to the Private Hospitals, violated the Florida Constitution.

The County maintained that such reimbursement would provide an unconstitutional

privilege to private corporations. See art. Ill, § 11(a)(12), Fla. Const.7 Basically, the

County argued that the Private Hospitals wanted to shift their operating costs to

Sarasota County taxpayers. If the indigent care provision of the 2003 special law is

constitutional, so the argument goes, the County may be forced to levy additional ad

valorem taxes for the support of private actors.

Both sides filed summary judgment motions. To cure the perceived

constitutional infirmity, the County, in its motion, asked the trial court to sever section

8(9) from the remainder of the 2003 special law. The trial court consolidated the two

cases and issued a single order granting summary judgment in favor of the County. We

have consolidated the separately filed appeals of that order.

7Art. Ill, § 11 Prohibited special laws.-
(a) There shall be no special law or general law of local
application pertaining to:

(12) private incorporation or grant of privilege to a private
corporation . . . .
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The Trial Court's Order

The trial court's summary judgment order acknowledged that the 2003

special law authorized the County and the District "to tax, budget, and distribute tax

revenue for the purpose of providing health care to medically indigent citizens" and

"[mandates] . . . reimbursement for medically indigent citizens of Sarasota County to

hospitals not operated by the Sarasota County Hospital District."3 The trial court,

however, found this latter portion of the indigent care provision unconstitutional. The

trial court reasoned that reimbursement to the Private Hospitals would grant them an

unconstitutional privilege relative to other privately-owned hospitals. Recognizing that

the indigent care provision was but a small part of the comprehensive 2003 special law,

8The parties have referred us to special laws establishing other hospital
districts throughout Florida. Seemingly, the 2003 special law is the only legislation
compelling payment to nondistrict hospitals; other districts are authorized but not
compelled to make payment to private hospitals. For example, Volusia County has
three hospital districts. The Southeast Volusia Hospitai District's board of
commissioners "is authorized to enter into a contract . . . with any hospital, clinic, or
nursing home, public or private . . . [fo provide] such facilities or services to the poor and
indigent and to pay for the same" out of district funds. Ch. 03-310, § 3, at 50, Laws of
Fla. Similarly, the West Volusia Hospital Authority board of commissioners "shall
provide for the health or mental health care of indigents . . . in such manner as the
board selects, including the purchase of institutional services from any private or
publicly owned medical facility." Ch. 04-421, § 3, at 153-54, Laws of Fla. In contrast,
the Halifax Hospital Medical Center special tax district pays for medical services to
indigent persons "only if such services are provided at facilities in which the district . . .
holds an ownership interest." Ch. 03-374, § 3, at 465, Laws of Fla. The Health Care
District of Palm Beach County has authority to provide for reimbursement to hospitals; it
is restricted from reimbursing hospitais for their bad debts arising from patients
noneligible for district reimbursement, but "shall continue to reimburse such health care
providers for the medical care of medically needy patients, to the extent of the district's
limited financial resources, taking into account funds available from other sources,
including other governmental funding sources." Ch. 00-489, § 2, at 727, Laws of Fla.
The parties have not directed us to any special law or local ordinance related to the
provision of indigent care in Manatee County or Charlotte County, two counties adjacent
to Sarasota County.
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the trial court severed section 8(9) from the remainder of the special act. It expressly

declined to address the County's other arguments opposing the Private Hospitals'

claims for reimbursement.° We, too, will not address those arguments.

Issues for Resolution

As framed by the trial court's order, the critical issue before us is whether

the indigent care provision of the 2003 special law requiring reimbursement to all

hospitals in Sarasota County for providing medical care to indigent patients violates

article 11, section 11(a)(12) of the Florida Constitution. If so, we must determine whether

that provision can be severed from the law as a whole.

Constitutionality of the Indiqent Care Provision

Indisputabiy, the 2003 special law applies only in Sarasota County. Thus,

it falls within the ambit of article X, section 12(g) of the Florida Constitution.1° See

Martin Mem'l Med. Ctr., Inc. v. Tenet HealthSystem Hosps., Inc., 875 So. 2d 797, 802

(Fla. 1st DCA 2004) (holding law that applied to only hospitais located in five counties

was a special or local law).

The Private Hospitals are for-profit entities. "Privilege," under article ll,

section 11(a)(12), is a broad term that includes more than just financial benefits.

Lawnwood Med. Ctr., Inc. v. Seeger, 990 So. 2d 503, 513-14 (Fla. 2008). We can

dispose quickly of the Private Hospitals' argument that the indigent care provision, at

°The County argued that the 2003 special law violated Sarasota County's
charter and was void for vagueness.

1°Art. X, § 12. Rules of construction.-Unless qualified in the text of the
following rules of construction shall apply to this constitution.

(g) "Special law" means a special or local law.
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most, gives a privilege to the medically indigent patients whose care would be

reimbursed. However, under various statutes, the Private Hospitals must treat the

indigent regardless of ability to pay. Further, any reimbursement the Private Hospitals

seek would go directly to them, not to any patient. The sought-after reimbursement

inures directly to the benefit of the Private Hospitals.

More to the point, however, whether the reimbursement is a forbidden

"privilege" depends on whether the indigent care provision "grants [the Private

Hospitals) a 'right' and place[s] [them] in an advantageous position, one that [they] did

not possess before the law was enacted." Id.. at 517. Before addition of the indigent

care provision in the 1959 special law, no non-District hospital was entitied to

reimbursement for providing medical care to the indigent. See ch. 59-1839, § 5, at 3884

(amending section 8 to provide for County reimbursement of certain other hospitals in

Sarasota County). Indeed, in light of the other special laws establishing hospital

districts, reimbursing the Private Hospitais for providing indigent care medical services

to the indigent would place them in a unique position. As we mentioned before, it does

not appear that any other special law mandates such reimbursement. The Private

Hospitals, if they prevail, certainly would have an advantageous position relative to

other private hospitals in Florida, indeed, even as to those that may exist in adjacent

counties.

Nonetheless, the Private Hospitais entreat us to accept their argument

that the indigent care provision is constitutionai because District hospitals, too, can

claim reimbursement. According to the Private Hospitals, the indigent care provision

merely places them on equal footing with Sarasota County's public hospitals. We are
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not persuaded. As the County asserts, "[t]he correct analysis is whether the 2003

special act gives the Private Hospitals in Sarasota County a privilege that private

hospitals elsewhere in the state do not share."

Under the Private Hospitals' analysis, the County warns of strange results.

The County posits that the legislature could enact a special law requiring a local

government to pay the salaries of public school and private school teachers. Or, it

envisions a situation where the legislature compels a local government to pay for

security for a corporation because the local government pays the sheriff for public

safety. Though seemingly extreme, these examples highlight the County's key point

that benefiting the Private Hospitals through the special law would allow them to enjoy

the mandated privilege of reducing their operating cost shared by no other private

hospital in the state by demanding taxpayer support in Sarasota County.

The Private Hospitals also contend that they perform a public good by

providing medical care to the indigent. This argument holds no water. We note that

state and federai law compels them to provide some level of emergency care. It seems

clear that the Private Hospitals, at least in part, provide this care to reap the financial

benefits of the federal Medicare and Medicaid programs. The claimed altruism may not

be all that it appears to be.

Nevertheless, the Private Hospitals cite us to numerous cases to support

their position. See Linscott v. Orance Cnty. Indus. Dev. Auth., 443 So. 2d 97, 101 (Fla.

1983) (affirming validation of issuance of industrial development revenue bonds to

construct multistate insurance company regional headquarters); State v. Volusia Cty.

Indus. Dev. Auth., 400 So. 2d 1222, 1224 (Fla. 1981) (upholding constitutionality and
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stating that health care facilities "serve a paramount public purpose and provide only

incidental benefits to a private corporation"); State v. Leon Cty., 400 So. 2d 949, 951

(Fla. 1981) (stating that "health care industries are vital to the economy of the state and

the welfare of the people" and serve "a paramount public purpose"; upholding

constitutionality of validation of revenue bonds to finance acquisition of nursing home

facility to be sold to private operator); State v. Housinq Fin. Auth., 376 So. 2d 1158,

1160 (Fla. 1979) ("[l]t is immaterial that the primary beneficiary of a project be a private

party, if the public interest, even though indirect, is present and sufficiently strong";

affirming validation of issuance of revenue bonds to purchase mortgages of private

residences to alleviate affordable housing shortage); Wald v. Sarasota Cty. Health

Facilities Auth., 360 So. 2d 763, 770 (Fla. 1978) (stating that "[o]bviously, the provision

of adequate health care facilities fosters the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of

this State and, therefore, serves a paramount public purpose"; upholding

constitutionality of validation of revenue bonds for construction costs to improve private

hospital).

Their authority, however, involves public financing of capital projects under

article Vil, section 10 of the Florida Constitution. Because those cases involve rnatters

of pledging the full faith and credit of state or local government, they are inapposite to

our analysis of "privilege" under article ill, section 11(12).

As set forth above, article Ill, section 11(12) prohibits a special law that

grants a private corporation a privilege placing it in an advantageous position that it did

not possess before enactment of the law. That is the case here. Consequently, to the

extent that the third paragraph of section 8(9) of the 2003 special law mandates that the
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County expend county taxpayer dollars to pay claims submitted by the Private

Hospitals, it grants an unconstitutionai privilege to those hospitals.

Severability

The constitutionally offensive provision of section 8(9) of the 2003 special

law is severable from the remainder of the legislation because (1) the offensive

provision can be separated from the valid provisions that remain, (2) the legislative

purpose of the valid provisions can be accomplished without the invalid provision,

(3) the provision is not so substantively inseparable that the legislature would not have

passed the 2003 special act without it-in fact, the legislature did pass the special law

without it in 1949, and (4) a complete act remains after severance. See Cramp v. Bd. of

Pub. Instruction, 137 So. 2d 828, 830 (Fla. 1962). We also note that the legislature

contemplated severance when it included language in the 2003 special law providing

that "[i]f any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase or other part of [the special]

act shall be declared unconstitutional . . . , such declaration shall not affect the

remainder of [the special] act or the applicability thereof in any other.case." Ch. 03-359,

§ 5, at 336. The third paragraph of section 8(9) is the only paragraph of section 8, and

the only paragraph in the entire 2003 special law, relating to private hospitals. The

remainder relates to only public hospitals operated by the County. We see no error by

the trial court in severing this provision from the remainder of the law.

Conclusion

That portion of the indigent care provision mandating reimbursement to

the Private Hospitals for providing medical care to indigent residents of Sarasota County

is unconstitutional as a "privilege" forbidden by article Ill, section 11(12), of the Fiorida

- 15 -



Constitution. Severance of the unconstitutional provision by the trial court was clearly

appropriate.

Affirmed.

ALTENBERND and CRENSHAW, JJ., Concur.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA
SECOND DISTRICT, POST OFFICE BOX 327, LAKELAND, FL 33802-0327

. . December 3, 2016

CASE NO.: 2D13-5752
L.T. No. : 2011 CA 001588 NC

Venice H M A, L L C v. Sarasota County, Et Al

Appellant / Petitioner(s), Appellee / Respondent(s).

BY ORDER OF THE COURT:

Appellant's motion for rehearing en banc is denied,

I HEREBY GERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy of the origínal court order.

Served: .
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Timothy B. Elliot, Esq.
Stephen E. De Marsh, Esq.
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Frederick J. Elbrecht, Esq.
Ed Brodsky, Esq.
Raoul G. Cantero, I |1, Esq.
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David A. Wallace, Esq. David A. Wallace, Esq.
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CHAPTER 2003-359

House Bill No. 1113

An act relating to Sarasota County; providing legislative intent;
amending, codifying, and reenacting all special acts relating to the
Sarasota County Public Hospital District; providing District bound-
aries; providing for a governing board; providing powers, functions,
and duties of the District and its governing board, including express
power to sell and exchange real estate; repealing chapters 26468
(1949), 27888 (1951), 31262 (1955), 57-1838, 59-1839, 61-2807, 61-
2855, 61-2868, 63-1893, 63-1895, 63-1896, 63-1913, 65-2226, 65-
2227, 65-2232, 67-2047, 69-1583, 69-1593, 71-907, 83-525, 84-530,
85-501, 86-373, 87-526, 88-534, 90-411, 90-422, 95-507, and 2000-
400, Laws of Florida, except for the provisions approved in referen-
dum on January 10, 1950, conferring ad valorem taxing authority;
ratifying actions of the District and the governing board taken pur-
suant to chapter 69-1583, Laws of Florida; providing severability;
providing for construction and effect; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida Statutes, this act consti-
tutes the codification of all special acts relating to Sarasota County Public
Hospital District. It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to
provide a single, comprehensive special act charter for the District including
all current legislative authority granted to the District by its several legisla-
tive enactments, inclusive of authority conferred in referenda of Sarasota
County electors, and any additional authority granted by this act. It is
further the intent of this act to preserve all District authority in addition to
any authority contained in general law as amended from time to time.

Section 2. Chapters 26468 (1949), 27888 (1951), 31262 (1955), 57-1838,
59-1839, 61-2807, 61-2855, 61-2868, 63-1893, 63-1895, 63-1896, 63-1913, 65-
2226, 65-2227, 65-2232, 67-2047, 69-1583, 69-1593, 71-907, 83-525, 84-530,
85-501, 86-373, 87-526, 88-534, 90-411, 90-422, 95-507, and 2000-400, Laws
of Florida, are amended, codified, reenacted, and repealed as herein pro-
vided.

Section 3. The Sarasota County Public Hospital District is re-created,
and the charter for such District is re-created and reenacted to read:

Section 1. (1) The Sarasota County Public Hospital District ("District"),
an independent special district, is hereby established with jurisdiction ex-
tending territorially throughout all of Sarasota County, which territory is
hereby known as the Sarasota County Public Hospital District, and which
shall be governed by the Sarasota County Public Hospital Board("Hospital
Board"), as a body corporate.

(2) For purposes of election of Hospital Board members, the Hospital
Board shall create three hospital board districts within the Sarasota County
Public Hospital District, the boundaries ofwhich shall be within the bounda-
ries of Sarasota County, which shall be designated as northern, central, and
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southern districts, and which shall be as nearly equal in population as
practicable. The Hospital Board by resolution adopted from time to time, at
intervals of no more than 10 years, shall fix the boundaries of the districts
along the lines of precincts as they exist at the time such boundaries are
fixed. A certified copy of the resolution shall be furnished by the secretary
ofthe Hospital Board to the Sarasota County Supervisor ofElections at least
10 months prior to the next ensuing general election following adoption of
the resolution.

(3) The membership of the Hospital Board shall consist ofnine members,
all ofwhom must be qualified electors of the District. Commencing with the
election of 1988, two such members must reside in each of said hospital
board districts. All members shall be elected in a partisan election by the
qualified electors of the District. Two members who are residents of the
southern district shall be elected to district seats in 1986 and every fourth
year thereafter; two members who are residents of the northern district
shall be elected to district seats in 1986 and every fourth year thereafter;
one member who is a resident of the central district shall be elected to a
district seat in 1986 and every fourth year thereafter; one member who is
a resident ofthe central district shall be elected to a district seat in 1988 and
every fourth year thereafter; and three members shall be elected to at-large
seats in 1988 and every fourth year thereafter. Candidates for the six dis-
trict seats and the three at-large seats shall be numerically or otherwise
grouped for a specific seat on primary or general election ballots as provided
in the Florida Election Code. Candidates for district seats shall be placed in
districts on primary and general election ballots. In any year in which
hospital board district seats are to be filled, the hospital board district
(northern, central, or southern) shall be printed on the ballot beneath the
name of the office. The format of the ballot shall be in conformity with the
Florida Election Code. Four members who were elected for 4-year terms in
the election ofNovember 2000 shall serve until the expiration of their terms
ofoffice, and four members shall be elected for 4-year terms in 2004 and each
fourth year thereafter. Five members who were elected for 4-year terms in
the election ofNovember 2002 shall serve until the expiration of their terms
ofoffice, and five members shall be elected for 4-year terms in 2006 and each
fourth year thereafter.

(4) If a vacancy occurs on the Hospital Board due to a member's death,
resignation, removal from office for neglect of duty, removal of residence
from the territorial limits of the county, or removal of residence from the
territorial limits of the district in the case of a district seat holder, the
remainder of the Hospital Board shall appoint a temporary member to fill
the vacancy until the next ensuing general election, at which time a new
member must be elected for the remainder of the term of the member whose
membership has been so vacated. To be eligible for appointment to such
Hospital Board, a person must be a qualified elector of the territory covered
by this act, and if the vacancy occurs in a hospital board district seat, such
person must also be a resident of that district in which the vacancy occurs.

(5) The term of office of a Hospital Board member begins on the Tuesday
2 weeks following the dayof general election in which the member is elected.
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The term ofoffice ofa member's immediate predecessor expires contempora-
neousiv with the commencement of the term of such newly elected member.

(6) Each Hospital Board member shall attend not less than 75 percent
of the regular meetings ofthe Hospital Board during each year ofsuch board
member's term. For purposes of this subsection, the year of a board mem-
ber's term commences on the date, followed by the yearly anniversary of the
date, upon which the board member takes office. The failure ofany Hospital
Board member to meet this attendance requirement without being excused
by the chair of the Hospital Board constitutes neglect of duty. By resolution
specifying facts sufficient to advise a Hospital Board member as to the basis
for his or her suspension or removal and after providing the Hospital Board
member with reasonable notice and an informal opportunity for him or her
to be heard, the Hospital Board may suspend or remove from office any
Hospital Board member for neglect of duty. If a vacancy occurs on the
Hospital Board due to removal from office pursuant to this subsection, the
remainder of the Hospital Board shall fill the vacancy in the manner set
forth in subsection (4).

Section 2. The members of said Hospital Board shall receive no salary as
board members but shall be reimbursed for the amount of actual expenses
incurred by them in the performance of their duties. Reimbursement for
mileage shall include mileage from members' places of residence to Hospital
Board facilities and return and for vicinity mileage incurred in the perform-
ance of their duties and shall be computed as provided in section 112.061,
Florida Statutes. The travel expenses, subsistence, and lodging expenses of
a member may not exceed those prescribed by section 112.061, Florida
Statutes, unless actual reasonable expenses in excess of those prescribed by
section 112.061, Florida Statutes, are specifically authorized prior to the
incurring of such expenses, by action of the Hospital Board taken at a
regular monthly meeting at which the auestion of such expenses appears as
a separate item on the agenda.

Section 3. The Hospital Board shall select a meeting place and a place
for its principal office, and the board meetings shall be held at least once a
month. The Hospital Board may elect one of its members to serve as secre-
tary, one to serve as assistant secretary, one to serve as treasurer, and two
to serve as assistant treasurers; or it may appoint persons not members of
the Hospital Board to serve in those capacities. There shall be a chair of the
board, a first vice chair, and a second vice chair. The Hospital Board is
authorized to establish and maintain a refund account in a commercial bank
of its choosing and may designate the president, executive vice president,
vice presidents, business office manager, or controller of the Hospital Board,
or any of them, as the sole authorized signatories for such refund account.
The president appointed by the Hospital Board, the chair, the first vice
chair, the second vice chair, the treasurer, and the assistant treasurers shall
be empowered to issue, without a cosignature, warrants for payment of
salaries and wages of employees of the Hospital Board. All other vouchers
and warrants shall be issued by either the treasurer or assistant treasurer
and shall be signed by the chair, and in the event of the absence of the chair,
by the first vice chair, and in the event of the absence of the chair and the
first vice chair, by the second vice chair. The Hospital Board is authorized
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to issue its checks, warrants, and vouchers bearing facsimile signatures
which are affixed by check-signing machines and devices of the officers and
employees of the Hospital Board who are authorized to sign on its behalf.
Said treasurer and assistant treasurers shall give bonds, in amounts to be
designated by a majorityvote ofsaid Hospital Board, of the faithful perform-
ance of their duties, by some reputable bonding company authorized to do
business in the State of Florida. The said Hospital Board is authorized to
pay to the treasurer, assistant treasurers, secretary, and assistant secretary
a salary and expenses commensurate with the work done and in keeping
with the salary paid for like work by other businesses in the community from
time to time.

Section 4. The said Sarasota County Public Hospital Board, as the gov-
erning body of the District, is hereby declared to be a body corporate and it
shall adopt a common seal.

Section 5. The duties ofthe secretary duly elected by said Hospital Board
shall be to keep full and correct minutes of all proceedings and minutes of
the Hospital Board. The duties ofthe treasurer duly elected by said Hospital
Board shall be to keep a separate account of all expenditures and disburse-
ments by said Hospital Board and an account of all receipts.

Section 6. The said Hospital Board shall make and adopt such bylaws,
rules, and regulations for its euidance and for the governance of any hospi-
tals that may be established, as may be deemed expedient for the economic
and equitable conduct thereof, and shall have exclusive control of the ex-
penditures of all moneys collected or paid to the secretary of the Hospital
Board, and shall have power to purchase a site or sites, and to construct any
hospital building or buildings necessary, and shall have full supervision,
care, and custody of all properties belonging to said Sarasota County Public
Hospital Board, or leased to it, or set apart to it for its purposes. Said
Hospital Board shall also have the right to buy at a reasonable price any
buildings or hospitals which may be now in use and suitable for the purposes
of said Board.

Section 7. All moneys and receipts for such hospital or hospitals and
other health care services, if any, shall be deposited in a bank or banks
designated by said Hospital Board and placed to the credit of said Hospital
Board. Such moneys may be paid out in the same manner as provided in
section 3, without an order from said Hospital Board, for general operating
expenses including, but not limited to, such categories of expense as drugs,
food, fuel, linens, supplies, laundry, medicines, salaries, wages, utilities, and
items of equipment; for capital expenses for land, buildings, and equipment;
and for other valid corporate purposes. The Hospital Board is empowered to
adopt resolutions or to adopt provisions in its bylaws from time to time
which establish a procedure which requires the approval and order of the
Hospital Board for the payment ofany ofthe foregoing designated categories
of expense which exceed a dollar amount or which meet any other expense
criteria as established in such Hospital Board resolutions or bylaws. When
such items requiring board approval have been approved by the Hospital
Board in regular session and a voucher issued, a warrant may be drawn for
same.
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Section 8. A majority of said Hospital Board shall constitute a quorum
for the transaction of its business, and said Hospital Board shall be and is
hereby authorized and empowered:

(1) To appoint a suitable president, fix his or her compensation, remove
any such appointee, and authorize the president to do all things reasonable
and necessary to direct the operations and activities of facilities owned or
operated by the Hospital Board.

(2) To acquire by purchase, gift, or otherwise real and personal property
necessary or useful for the construction, operation, and maintenance of
hospital buildings and other buildings necessary, in the opinion ofthe Hospi-
tal Board, for health care purposes; to sell or exchange real estate or any
interest in real estate; and to constructhospitals, health facilities whichmay
include outpatient health facilities and medical offices, and buildings and
accessories incidental thereto on such real estate, and, if such construction
occurs within the Memorial Hospital Core as defined by the Comprehensive
Plan of the City ofSarasota, to do so without regard to municipal and county
zoning ordinances, laws, and regulations.

(3) To adopt from time to time resolutions requesting the Board of
County Commissioners of Sarasota County to call elections in the District
for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors in the District the
question of issuing bonds of the District for the purpose of acquiring a site
or sites, the construction thereon of a hospital or hospitals and buildings
incidental thereto, and to improve buildings or buildings and the furnish-
ings and equipping of any such hospital or hospitals and buildings. Said
Hospital Board may adopt such resolutions on its own initiative and shall
adopt such resolutions upon the filing with it of a petition signed by not less
than 5 percent of the qualified electors of the District requesting the Hospi-
tal Board to adopt such resolutions. Upon the adoption ofsuch resolution by
the Hospital Board, it shall be the duty of the Board of County Commission-
ers of Sarasota County to forthwith adopt a resolution or resolutions which
order an election to be held in such county and provide for the date of such
elections and the publication of notices thereof, all in the form and manner
provided by law.

(4) To issue negotiable coupon bonds of the District, from time to time,
if approved by a majority of the votes cast in an election by the qualified
electors of the District, bearing interest at such rate or rates not exceeding
6 percent per annum, maturing at such time or times not exceeding 30 years
from the date thereof, and redeemable at such times and at such price or
prices, all as said Hospital Board may determine by resolution, and to sell
such bonds at public or private sale and for such price, not less than 95
percent of the par value thereof, as said county Hospital Board may by
resolution determine.

(5) To supervise, operate, and maintain all properties belonging to it.

(6) To enter into contracts or leases with any individual, corporation,
public body, board of commissioners, the State of Florida, Sarasota County,
or any municipality, or agency or instrumentality of said state, county, or
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municipality, with respect to the use of any of the property belonging to the
Hospital Board by any thereof.

(7) To borrow money from any person, firm, association, corporation, or
governmental agency necessary for the purpose of purchasine property,
constructing buildings, equipping the hospital or hospitals or other health
facilities owned or operated by the Hospital Board, and maintaining said
hospital or hospitals or other health facilities, from time to time as may be
necessary in properly carrying out the spirit and purpose of this act, and as
evidence thereof to make, execute, and deliver promissory notes or other
evidences of other indebtedness; and, to the extent permitted by the Florida
Constitution and general laws, to secure the payment of same by mortgages,
liens, and other kinds of security upon any property owned or held by the
Hospital Board.

(8) To certify to the Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota County
the amount of the principal and interest upon bonds issued by the Hospital
Board and falling due in which any such principal or interest may be payable
and the amount necessary to be raised in the District for the purposes of
providing a fund sufficient in the opinion of the Hospital Board to pay the
cost of operating and maintaining properties of the Hospital Board in each
year. In the event bonds shall be issued under the provisions of this act, it
shall be the duty of the Hospital Board to certify such facts in writing to the
Board of County Commissioners within 30 days after the delivery of such
bonds and on or before the expiration of each 12-month period thereafter,
and it shall be the duty of the Board of County Commissioners to levy upon
all taxable property in the District and collect a tax sufficient to provide
funds for the payment of the principal and the interest upon such bonds as
such principal and the interest upon such bonds fall due and a tax, not to
exceed 2 mills on assessed valuation of property in the District, to provide
funds for the operation, maintenance, and repair of and for the making of
alterations and additions to any hospitals established by the Hospital Board
under the provisions of this act. The proceeds of all such taxes shall be paid
over to the secretary and treasurer ofthe District as such taxes are received.

(9) To certify to the Board ofCounty Commissioners of Sarasota County,
on or before the 15th day of each month commencing with the month of
November 1959, a list of all the medically indigent persons who have been
hospitalized in any of the hospitals which are operated by the Hospital
Board durine the preceding month, together with the itemized charges for
the hospital services and care for each of said medically indigent persons
which have been rendered in such preceding month by the said hospital. The
Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota County shall, within 45 days
after the receipt of such certified list ofmedically indigent patients with the
hospital charges, make remittance to the treasurer of the Hospital Board of
the sum total of the amount shown on the certified list to be the amount
owing to the Hospital Board for the hospital services and care rendered to
the medically indigent persons during the month embraced in said certifica-
tion.

The Hospital Board shall give written notice to the Welfare Department
of Sarasota County of the proposed admission of each medically indigent
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person to hospitals operated by said Hospital Board, prior to the actual
admission of each such medically indigent person, provided, however, that
notice to said Welfare Department prior to the admission of a medically
indigent person shall not be required in emergency cases.

The said Board of County Commissioners shall in like manner reimburse
any other hospital in Sarasota County, approved by the State Board of
Health, for hospital services rendered to medically indigent persons as
herein defined, upon like certification by such hospital and at such rates as
shall not exceed those prescribed for such patients by hospitals owned and
operated by said Hospital Board.

The term "medically indigent person," as used in this act, shall be deemed
to mean an inhabitant of Sarasota County who is ill or injured and who
requires treatment in a hospital as prescribed and ordered by a physician
and who is unable to provide himselfor herselfwith such necessaryhospital
services.

(10) To expend hospital funds and withhold employees' wages in order to
make payment (including any amount paid for insurance and annuities, or
into a fund, to provide for any such payment) to or on behalf of an employee
of the Hospital Board or any of his or her dependents under any plan or
system established by the Hospital Board, when such payment is on account
of (a) retirement: (b) sickness or accident disability; (c) medical or hospital-
ization expenses in connection with sickness or accident disability; or (d)
death,

(11) To expend funds and provide facilities and personnel to conduct
formal and informal courses of instruction, demonstration, and education
through hospitals under its jurisdiction relating to hospital procedures, ser-
vices, and care and the operation and care of apparatus and equipment
utilized in connection with usual hospital functions, and to authorize the
participation in such courses with private or other governmental agencies;
and to award scholarship grants and make scholarship loans to qualified
students of nursing, X-ray technology, and other hospital-related fields of
study in consideration for the promises ofsuch students to enter the emplov-
ment of said Hospital Board and to meet other conditions and requirements
to be established by said Hospital Board from time to time.

(12) To provide hospital and other health care services within the con-
fines of facilities which are owned or operated by the Board. Additionally,
the Hospital Board is authorized to provide hospital and other health care
services within the boundaries of the Hospital District but outside of facili-
ties which are owned or operated by the Board, provided that the Hospital
Board shall adopt a resolution or resolutions from time to time defining the
type and scope ofhospital and other health care services which the Hospital
Board employees, agents, and staff are authorized to render outside of the
facilities of the Board.

(13) To participate, to the extent permittied by the constitution and laws
of this state, as a shareholder in a corporation, as a joint venturer in a joint
venture, as a partner in a limited partnership or a general partnership, or
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as a member of any other lawful form of business organization which pro-
vides health care or engages in activities related thereto; to make or arrange
for loans, contributions to capital, and other debt and equity financing for
the activities of such corporations, joint ventures, partnerships, or other
lawful forms of business organization and to guarantee loans for such pur-
poses; to elect the boards of directors of its not-for-profit corporations; and
to utilize, for any lawful purpose, assets and resources of the Hospital Board
to the extent not needed for health care and related activities.

(14) To establish a fund out of hospital revenues other than those reve-
nues derived from ad valorem taxation to promote the activities of the
facilities owned or operated by the Hospital Board. The term "promote," as
used in this subsection, shall be defined in its broadest sense to include, but
not be limited to, advertising, the extension ofhospitality or entertainment,
the use of news media, and the employment of public relations methods.
Expenditures from the fund shall be limited to those determined by the
Hospital Board to be reasonable and necessary to encourage and develop
support for the facilities owned and operated by the Hospital Board. The
Hospital Board may adopt rules for the effective implementation of this
subsection.

(15) To compromise and settle any accounts receivable or other claim for
money due and owing to the hospital by persons unable to pay on demand
according to such terms and conditions as the Hospital Board in its discre-
tion may determine. The Hospital Board is further authorized and empow-
ered to sell, assien, or convey to any person, financial institution, or organi-
zation the right, title, and interest in any account receivable or judgment
owned by the Hospital Board by full or partial payment of such account or
judgments as the Hospital Board in its discretion may determine.

(16) To establish, own, provide, or participate in health maintenance
organizations, in preferred provider organizations, in food services, and in
other health-care-related activities using assets and resources of the Hospi-
tal Board to the extent not needed for health care. Any ofsuch activities may
be carried out by the Hospital Board through any ofits forms oforganization
authorized under this act.

(17) To the extent permitted by the constitution and laws of this state,
to establish, operate, or support subsidiaries and affiliates, either for profit
or not for profit, to assist the Hospital Board in fulfilling its declared public
purpose of provision for the health care needs of the people of the District;
to establish or support nonaffiliated, not-for-profit corporations which oper-
ate primarily within the District and which have as their purposes the
furtherance ofthe Hospital Board's provision for the health care needs of the
people of the District; and to accomplish such establishment, operation, or
support of any such subsidiary, affiliate, or nonaffiliated, not-for-profit cor-
poration by means of loans of funds either interest free or at low interest,
leases ofreal or personal property either rent free or for low rental, gifts and
grants of funds, or guarantees of indebtedness of such subsidiaries, affili-
ates, and nonaffiliated, not-for-profit corporations. The establishment, oper-
ation, or support ofa subsidiary or affiliate corporation or nonaffiliated, not-
for-profit corporation is hereby found and declared to be a public purpose
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and necessary for the preservation of the public health and for a public use
and for the welfare of the Hospital Board and inhabitants of the District. It
is the intent of the Legislature to authorize the formation of the entities
described in this section to further the interests of the residents of Sarasota
County in maintaining the financial well-being of Memorial Hospital of
Sarasota by providing, directly or indirectly, for the delivery, financing, and
support of hospital and nonhospital health care services and related activi-
ties to the extent consistent with the fïnancial, patient acauisition, and
development needs of Memorial Hospital of Sarasota.

(18) In addition to any investment authorized by general law, and to the
extent permitted by the constitution of this state, to invest any funds in its
control or possession in the following:

(a) Bankers' acceptances which are drawn upon and accepted by a com-
mercial bank which is a member bank of the Federal Reserve System main-
taining capital accounts in excess of 7.5 percent of total assets, and which
member bank or its holding company carries a credit rating in one of the two
highest alphabetical categories from at least two nationally recognized debt
rating agencies.

(b) Commercial paper of prime quality rated by at least two nationally
recognized debt rating agencies in the highest letter and numerical rating
of each agency. If not so rated, such prime cuality commercial paper may
be purchased if secured by a letter of credit provided by a commercial bank,
which bank or its holding company carries a credit rating in one of the two
highest alphabetical categories from at least two nationally recognized debt
rating agencies.

(c) Interest-bearing bonds, debentures, and other such evidence of in-
debtedness with a fixed maturity of any domestic corporation within the
United States which is listed on any one or more of the recognized national
stock exchanges in the United States and conforms with the periodic report-
ing requirements under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Such obliga-
tion shall either carry ratings in one of the two highest classifications of at
least two nationally recognized debt rating agencies or be secured by a letter
of credit provided by a commercial bank, which bank or its holding company
carries a credit rating in one of the two highest alphabetical categories from
at least two nationally recognized debt rating agencies.

(d) Negotiable direct obligations of, or obligations the principal and inter-
est of which are unconditionally guaranteed by, the United States Govern-
ment at the then prevailing market price for such securities; and obligations
of the Federal Farm Credit Banks, Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corpora-
tion, or Federal Home Loan Bank or its district banks, including Federal
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation participation certificates, or obligations
guaranteed by the Government National Mortgage Association, or obliga-
tions of such Federal Agencies and Government Sponsored Enterprises
which are qualified for purchase under paragraph (f); which are purchased
and sold under repurchase agreements and reverse repurchase agreements.
Repurchase agreements and reverse repurchase agreements may be entered
into only with a member bank of the Federal Reserve System or primary
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dealer in U. S. Government Securities, which member bank or primary
dealer must have $100 million in capital. Securities purchased or repur-
chased by the Hospital Board shall be delivered to the Hospital Board or its
agent versus payment.

(e) Purchase of options so as to engage in bona fide hedging activities for
the purpose of protecting the asset value of the underlying portfolio, pro-
vided the instruments for such purpose are traded on a securities exchange
or board of trade regulated by the Securities Exchange Commission or the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission.

(f) Negotiable direct obligations of Federal Agencies or Government
Sponsored Enterprises(GSE) which meet each of the following criteria:

1. An agency or GSE with at least $10 billion in outstanding debt.

2. A rating of at least an AA by a nationally recognized securities rating
agency.

3. A selling group of at least three nationally recognized securities deal-
ers.

4. Chartered by or pursuant to an Act of Congress.

5. Bonds issued under authority of, or pursuant to, an Act of Congress.

6. Accepted as security for fiduciary, trust, and public funds under con-
trol of the United States Government.

7. Eligible as collateral for Federal Reserve Bank discountwindowtrans-
actions.

8. Eligible as collateral for Treasury Tax and Loan accounts.

9. Eligible for National Bank purchase without regard to statutory limi-
tations and restrictions generally applicable to investment securities.

10. Authority to borrow from the United States Treasury.

(19) In addition to other power and authority conferred by this act or by
general law, the Hospital Board is vested with the following powers for
issuance of revenue bonds of the District:

(a) The Hospital Board is hereby authorized to provide by resolution at
one time or from time to time for the issuance of revenue bonds of the
District for the purpose of paying all or a part of the cost of acquisition,
construction, planning, leasing, repairing, extensions to, additions, equip-
ping, and reconstruction of any hospital buildings and facilities of the Dis-
trict. The bonds of each issue shall be dated, shall bear interest at such rate
or rates not exceeding 7 percent per annum, shall mature at such time or
times, not exceeding 40 years from their date or dates, as may be determined
by the Hospital Board, and may be made redeemable before maturity, at the
option of the Hospital Board, at such price or prices and under such terms
and conditions as may be fixed by the Hospital Board prior to the issuance
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of the bonds. The Hospital Board shall determine the form of the bonds,
including any interest coupons to be attached thereto, and the manner of
execution of the bonds and coupons, and shall fix the denominations of the
bonds and the place or places of payment of principal and interest, which
may be at any bank or trust company within or without the state. In case
any officer whose signature or a facsimile of whose signature shall appear
on any bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer before the delivery of
such bonds, such signature or such facsimile shall nevertheless be valid and
sufficient for all purposes the same as if he or she had remained in office
until such delivery. All bonds issued under the provisions of this act shall
have and are hereby declared to have all the qualities and incidents of
negotiable instruments under the negotiable instruments laws of the state.
The bonds may be issued in coupon or in registered form, or both, as the
Hospital Board may determine, and provisions may be made for the registra-
tion of any coupon bonds as to the principal alone and also as to both
principal and interest, and for the reconversion into coupon bonds of any
bonds registered as to both principal and interest. The issuance of such
bonds shall not be subiect to any limitations or conditions contained in any
other law, and the Hospital Board may sell bonds in such manner at public
or private sale and for such price as it may determine to be for the best
interest of the Hospital Board, but no such sale shall be made at a price so
low as to require the payment of interest on the money received therefor at
more than 7 percent per annum, computed with relation to the absolute
maturity of the bonds in accordance with standard tables of bond values,
excluding, however, from such computations the amount of any premium to
be paid on redemption of any bonds prior to maturity. Prior to the prepara-
tion of definitive bonds, the Hospital Board may, under like restrictions,
issue interim receipts or temporary bonds with or without coupons, ex-
changeable for definitive bonds when such bonds have been executed and
are available for delivery. The Hospital Board may also provide for the
replacement of any bonds which shall be mutilated, destroyed, or lost.

(b) Bonds may be issued under the provisions of this act without obtain-
ing the consent of any commission, board, bureau, or agency of the state or
county and without any other proceedings or the happening of any other
condition or thing than those proceedings, conditions, or things which are
specifically required by this act.

(c) No approval of the issuance of the revenue bonds herein authorized
at an election of the freeholders who are qualified electors residing in the
District shall be necessary unless such election is required by the Constitu-
tion of the State of Florida; then, and only in such event, such election shall
be called, noticed, and conducted and the results thereof determined and
declared as may be required by the general laws of the state.

(d) The proceeds of the bonds shall be used solely for the payment of the
cost of the hospital facilities for which such bonds shall have been authorized
and shall be disbursed in the manner provided in the resolution or in the
trust agreement authorizing the issuance of such bonds. If the proceeds of
the bonds of any issue shall exceed the amount required for the purpose for
which the same shall have been issued, the surplus shall be set aside and
used only for the payment of the cost of additional hospital facilities or shall
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be deposited in the sinking fund for such bonds. In the event that the actual
cost of the hospital facilities exceeds the estimated cost, the Hospital Board
may issue additional bonds to cover the deficiency, subject to the same
restrictions as required for the original issue.

(e) The Hospital Board is authorized and empowered to fix, charge, and
collect rates, fees, and charges for the use of and for the services furnished
or to be furnished by any hospital facilities under the supervision, operation,
and control of the Hospital Board in amounts sufficient, with any other
funds legally available therefor, first to pay the principal of and the interest
on any revenue bonds issued under the provisions of this act, including
reserves therefor, and second to pay the cost of operating and maintaining
such hospital facilities.

(f) Revenue bonds issued under the provisions of this act may be payable
from the revenues derived from the operation of any hospital facility or
combination ofhospital facilities of the District under the supervision, oper-
ation, and control of the Hospital Board and from any other funds legally
available therefor. The issuance of such revenue bonds shall not directly,
indirectly, or contingently obligate the state, Sarasota County, the Hospital
Board, or the District to levy any ad valorem taxes or to make any appropria-
tions for their payment or for the operation and maintenance of the hospital
facilities of the District.

(g) The Hospital Board shall not convey or mortgage any hospital facility
or any part thereof as security for the payment of the revenue bonds.

(h) In the discretion of the Hospital Board, each or any issue of such
revenue bonds may be secured by a trust agreement by and between the
Hospital Board and a corporate trustee, which may be any trust company
or bank having the powers of a trust company within or without the state.
Such trust agreement may pledge or assign the revenues to be received by
the Hospital Board. The resolution providing for the issuance of revenue
bonds or such trust agreement may contain such provisions for protecting
and enforcing the rights and remedies of the bondholders as may be reason-
able, proper, and not in violation of law, including covenants setting forth
the duties of the Hospital Board in relation to the acquisition, construction,
improvement, maintenance, operation, repair, equippmg, and insurance of
the hospital facilities, and the custody, safeguarding, and application of all
monevs. It shall be lawful for any bank or trust company incorporated under
the laws of this state to act as such depository and to furnish such indemni-
fying bonds or to pledge such securities as may be required by the Hospital
Board. Such resolution or such trust agreement may restrict the individual
right of action by bondholders as is customary in trust agreements securing
similar securities. In addition to the foregoing, such resolution or such trust
agreement may contain such other provisions as the Hospital Board may
deem reasonable and proper for the security of the bondholders. Except as
in this act otherwise provided, the Hospital Board may provide, by resolu-
tion or by trust agreement, for the payment of the proceeds of the sale of the
revenue bonds and the revenues of the facilities to such officer, board, or
depository as it may determine for the custody thereof, and for the method
of disbursement thereof, with such safeguards and restrictions as it may
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determine. All expenses incurred in carrying out such trust agreement may
be treated as a part of the cost of operation of the facilities affected by such
trust agreement.

(i) The resolution or trust agreement providing for the issuance of the
revenue bonds may also contain such limitations upon the issuance of addi-
tional revenue bonds as the Hospital Board may deem proper, and such
additional bonds shall be issued under such restrictions or limitations as
may be prescribed by such resolution or trust agreement.

(i) The Hospital Board is hereby authorized to provide by resolution for
the issuance of refunding revenue bonds for the purpose of refunding any
revenue bonds, respectively, then outstanding and issued under the provi-
sions of this act. The Hospital Board is further authorized to provide by
resolution for the issuance of revenue bonds for the combined purpose of
paying the cost of any acquisition, construction, planning, leasing, extension
to, addition, improving, equipping, or reconstruction of a facility or facilities
of the District and refunding revenue bonds of the District which shall
theretofore have been issued under the provisions of this act and shall then
be outstanding. The issuance ofsuch bonds, the maturities and other details
thereof, the right and remedies of the holders thereof, and the rights, pow-
ers, privileges, duties, and obligations of the District with respect to the
same shall be governed by the foregoing provisions of this act insofar as the
same may be applicable.

Section 9. If the Hospital Board and the owners of the property desired
by said Hospital Board for hospital purposes cannot agree as to the price to
be paid therefor, said Hospital Board is empowered to bring condemnation
proceedings against said property for the purpose of condemning said prop-
erty for public hospital purposes, and said Hospital Board is hereby author-
ized and empowered to employ an attorney or attorneys to prosecute said
condemnation proceedings. The said Hospital Board is hereby given and
granted the same powers as the counties of this state so far as condemnation
ofproperty is concerned and the same procedure shall be followed. The right
ofeminent domain hereby granted shall be exercised in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 74. Florida Statutes, in the same manner as therein
provided for the acquiring of right-of-way for the state highway system and
to take title to lands in fee simple absolute or such lesser estate as may be
specified in the declaration of taking, upon the deposit of such sum as the
court shall determine will fully secure and fully compensate the persons
lawfully entitled to compensation.

Section 10. Any hospital established under this act shall be for the bene-
fit of the inhabitants of said territory, but said hospital may extend the
privileges and use of said hospital for persons residing outside of said Dis-
trict, upon such terms and conditions as the Hospital Board may from time
to time by its rules and regulations prescribe. Every such person or inhabi-
tant who is not a pauper shall pay said Hospital Board a reasonable compen-
sation for occupancy, nursing, care, medicine, and attendance according to
the rules and regulations prescribed by said Hospital Board. Each municipal
corporation situated within the District shall be liable to said Hospital
Board for occupancy, nursing, care, medicine, and attendance for prisoners
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in the custody of any such municipal corporation who are admitted to any
hospital operated by said Hospital Board. Said hospital always shall be
subject to such rules as such Hospital Board may adopt from time to time
in order for said hospital to render the greatest benefit to the greatest
number, and said Hospital Board may exclude from treatment and care any
indigent or paying case having a communicable or contagious disease when
such disease may be a detriment to the best interests of such hospital or a
source of contagion or infection to the patients in its care, unless a separate
building or ward has been established for the special treatment and care of
patients having communicable or contagious diseases and it can properly
and with safety to the other patients retain such communicable cases in such
separate building or ward.

Section 11. When such hospital or hospitals are established, the physi-
cians, nurses, attendants, the persons sick therein, and all other persons
approaching or coming within the limits of same, and all furniture or other
articles used or brought there, shall be subject to such rules and regulations
as said Hospital Board may prescribe.

Section 12. The Hospital Board shall organize a staff of physicians and
dentists, and the Hospital Board is authorized to give, grant, or revoke staff
membership and privileges of the medical staff members for practice in the
hospital or hospitals maintained under this act so that the welfare and
health of patients and the best interests of the hospital may, at all times,
be best served. Membership on the medical staff of the hospital or hospitals
owned by the Hospital Board shall be restricted to persons with the follow-
ing qualifications:

(1) Graduates of:

(a) Recognized medical schools approved and accredited by the American
Medical Association;

(b) Recognized dental schools approved and accredited by the American
Dental Association;

(c) An accredited college of osteopathy who have successfully completed
an internship or residency for at least 1 academic year of supervised clinical
training in a hospital affiliatedwith a medical school approved by the Coun-
cil of Medical Education of the American Medical Association, or who have
successfully completed any equivalent program established by or relating to
the American Osteopathic Association; or

(d) A foreign medical school who meet the qualifications for licensure
prescribed by section 458.311 or section 458.313, Florida Statutes; and

(2) Who are legally licensed to practice medicine, osteopathy, or dentistry
in the State ofFlorida and who are qualified for membership in the Sarasota
County Medical Society or the Sarasota County Dental Society, and who are
regularly practicing physicians or dentists in the territory in which that
hospital or hospitals are located, and who are competent to perform the work
required of physicians or dentists with similar privileges on the hospital
staff.
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The term "physician," as used herein, includes only physicians licensed to
practice medicine under the Florida Medical Practice Act, chapter 458, Flor-
ida Statutes, and physicians licensed to practice osteopathic medicine under
chapter 459, Florida Statutes.

Medical staffmembership or professional privileges shall not be denied to
any applicant solely because the applicant is licensed as a doctor ofmedicine
under chapter 458, Florida Statutes, as a doctor ofosteopathyunder chapter
459, Florida Statutes, nor shall professional privileges be denied to an appli-
cant solely because the applicant is licensed as a doctor of podiatry under
chapter 461, Florida Statutes.

Any patient shall have the right to employ at his or her expense his or her
own physician or dentist, provided such physician or dentist shall have been
accorded privileges in the hospital. A physician or dentist, when employed
by the patient, shall have exclusive charge of the care and treatment ofsuch
patient, subject always to such general rules and regulations as shall be
established by the Hospital Board under the provisions of this act. It shall
be the duty of the medical staff to organize in the manner prescribed by the
said Hospital Board.

The Hospital Board is further authorized and empowered to set up rules
and regulations for the control of all professional and nonprofessional em-
ployees of the hospital, which terms shall include nurses on general duty or
on private duty attending patients, and all parties in the hospital, either as
employees or in any manner in attendance of patients.

Section 13. The millage necessary for the maintenance of said Hospital
District shall not exceed a maximum of 2 mills per annum. The millage
necessary to pay the interest and provide a sinking fund on bonded indebted-
ness shall be levied separately from the millage necessary for maintenance
of the hospital or hospitals to be constructed or purchased under the provi-
sions ofthis act, and the Board ofCounty Commissioners ofSarasota County
shall make said levy pursuant to the provisions of section 14 of this act.

Section 14. (1) The County Property Appraiser of Sarasota County, im-
mediately after said Hospital Board shall have been appointed, shall report
in writing to said Hospital Board the assessed valuation on all taxable
propertywithin the limits of said District as assessed valuation for taxation
by said Hospital Board, and said report shall be made by said Property
Appraiser each year thereafter immediately after the tax assessment of said
District for that year shall have been reviewed and equalized by the Board
of County Commissioners of Sarasota County. Said Hospital Board shall
present each year, determined by resolution, the total amount to be raised
by taxation upon said taxable property located within said hospital district
for such year. The amount necessary to pay the interest for sinking fund or
bonded or other secured indebtedness, and the amount necessary for the
operation, maintenance, repair, alteration, and addition, shall be stated
separately. Said Hospital Board shall thereupon determine the rate of taxa-
tion which, when levied upon the assessed valuations of all taxable property
within said District, will raise the sums ofmoney theretofore determined by
resolutions, as the total amount to be raised for such year by taxation, and
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shall by resolution levy and fix the rate of taxation on all property in said
District, the rate to be levied for operation, maintenance, repair, alteration,
and addition to be fixed separately, and the rate for such operation, mainte-
nance, repair, alteration, and addition not to exceed 2 mills per annum.

A certified copy of said Tax Resolution, executed by the chair of said
Hospital Board and attested by the secretary of said Hospital Board, under
its corporate seal, shall be made and delivered to the Board of County
Commissioners of Sarasota County on or before August 1 of each year, or
within 15 days after receipt of the tax assessment roll from the County
Property Appraiser. It shall be the mandatory duty of said Board of County
Commissioners of Sarasota County to order and direct the County Property
Appraiser of Sarasota County to assess and levy, and to order and direct the
County Tax Collector of said county to collect, the tax at the rate fixed and
determined by said resolution of the said Hospital Board, upon all taxable
property located within said District, and the said levies and assessments
shall be included in the tax roll and warrant of said Property Appraiser of
said county for each fiscal year thereafter. The said Tax Collector shall
collect said taxes in the same manner and at the same time as state and
county taxes are collected and shall pay and remit the same upon the collec-
tion thereof to the said Hospital Board.

(2) In the event the millage authorized herein be reduced in the year of
a revaluation as provided in section 193.03, Florida Statutes, 1965, then in
each and every year thereafter the millage to be levied may be increased (a)
by not more than 10 percent of what it was in the preceding year, or (b) by
no more than that which is required for a 10-percent increase in the amount
which was vielded by millage levied for such Hospital District in the year
immediately preceding such revaluation, whichever is greater, provided
that nothing herein shall be construed to alter the 2-mill limitation imposed
by section 13 hereof.

Section 15. The Hospital Board shall have power to determine whether
or not persons presented to said public hospital for treatment are subject to
charity and shall fix charges for occupancy, nursing, care, medicine, and

. attendance, other than medical or surgical attendance, for these persons
able to pay for same, as the Hospital Board may deem iust and proper, and
all receipts therefor shall be deposited to the credit of the Hospital Board.

Section 16. Any person or persons, firms, organizations, corporations, or
societies desiring to make donations of money, personal property, or real
estate for the benefit of any hospital or hospitals erected under this act shall
have the right to vest title of the money, personal property, or real estate
so donated in said Hospital Board, to be controlled when accepted by said
Hospital Board, according to the terms of the bequests, devises, or gifts
pertaining to such property.

Section 17. The Hospital Board shall have the right to operate or partici-
pate in a nonprofit hospital service plan whereby hospital care may be
furnished by the said corporation or by any hospital or hospitals established
by said Hospital Board, and said Hospital Board may agree with the sub-
scribers to certain hospital care, and said Hospital Board and those persons
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with whom it deals on the nonprofit hospital service plan shall be exempt
from provisions of the insurance laws of the State of Florida pertainine to
insurance which may in any way conflict with the hospital service plan of
said Hospital Board. When a contract for hospital service has been executed,
the Hospital Board shall be required to render the service set forth in said
contract and the other party to the contract shall be required to fully comply
with his or her parts of said agreement.

Section 18. The purposes for which any hospital created under the provi-
sions of this act shall be used are hereby declared to be for public purposes.

Section 19. The term "mill," as used in subsection (8) of section 8 of this
act and as used in sections 13 and 14 of chapter 26468 (1949), Laws of
Florida, as amended, shall be deemed to mean �060thpart of a cent, and that
the application of the rate of 1 mill to each $1,000 of assessed valuation of
property shall yield $1.

Section 20. The Hospital Board shall be empowered to destroy any of its
records together with any of the records of the hospital or hospitals owned
and operated by the Hospital Board, provided that such records are photo-
graphed or microfilmed prior to their destruction.

Section 21. Sarasota County Public Hospital Board is authorized to con-
struct, maintain, operate, and lease parking facilities for hospital agents,
employees, patients, staff members, patient guests, business invitees, and
the visiting public in conjunction with hospitals which are under the juris-
diction of the Hospital Board upon real property which is presently owned
or which may be subsequentlyacquired by the Hospital Board. The Hospital
Board may enter into lease or franchise agreements with private persons or
corporations as tenants or operators of such facilities upon such terms and
for such periods of time as the Board may deem appropriate. The Hospital
Board shall hold a public hearing, after the publication of a notice of such
meeting in a newspaper of general circulation in Sarasota County at least
one time no less than 10 nor more than 25 days prior to such hearing: (1)
to consider the establishment of rates or fees, if any, which shall be charged
to motorists who utilize any such hospital parking facility and (2) to consider
any subsequent revisions therein which increase the rates or fees which
shall be charged to motorists who utilize the hospital parking facility. The
Hospital Board is authorized to pledge the income and revenues derived
from such leases and franchise agreements as security for the repayment of
loans extended to the Hospital Board as the Hospital Board may deem
necessary or desirable from time to time. All real property used for such
hospital purposes, either by the Hospital Board or by its licensees and
franchisees, shall be exempt from ad valorem taxes of Sarasota County and
of any municipality in which such real estate may be located.

Section 22. The Tax Collector of Sarasota County shall issue a special
beverage license authorizing the Hospital Board to sell intoxicating bever-
ages for medicinal purposes only in quantities not in excess of 2 ounces per
sale, provided such sales are made only to inpatients of any hospital oper-
ated by the Hospital Board and only upon the prescription of a duly licensed
physician. The special license shall authorize the Hospital Board to pur-
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chase alcoholic beverages from any duly licensed manufacturer or distribu-
tor of alcoholic beverages as defined in chapter 561, Florida Statutes, and
all such manufacturers and distributors have authority to sell alcoholic
beverages to the Hospital Board for resale within the limitations of its
special license. The Hospital shall be exempt from the payment of a fee for
the special license, which shall be renewed annually by filing with the Tax
Collector a resolution by the Hospital Board requesting the renewal of the
license.

Section 23. Every individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation,
institution, governmental district, or other governmental unit, and every
combination of any of the foregoing, operating a hospital or hospitals in the
County of Sarasota shall be entitled to and is hereby given a lien as herein
provided for all reasonable charges for hospital care, treatment, and mainte-
nance of ill or injured persons and the charges for test, laboratory work, X
rays, drugs, and other items incident to such care and treatment supplied
by or charged to the hospital for the benefit of such ill or injured persons,
the total or unpaid part of which is hereafter called hospital bill, which lien
shall be and is hereby declared upon all causes of action, suits, claims,
counterclaims, and demands accruing to the person or persons to or for
whom such care, treatment, or maintenance is furnished, or accruing to the
legal representatives of such persons or to the person or persons incurring
or liable for the hospital bill, and such lien is also hereby given upon the
amounts due or payable under hospitalization insurance, hospital or medi-
cal expenses due and payable under public liability policies, or other indem-
nity, and upon all judgments, settlements, and settlement agreements and
the sums payable thereunder rendered or entered into by virtue thereof, on
account of illness or injuries giving rise to such causes of action, suits,
claims, counterclaims, demands, judgments, settlements, or settlement
agreements and which necessitated or shall have necessitated or have di-
rectly contributed to the necessity for such hospital care, treatment, and
maintenance, and upon proceeds ofsuch insurance or indemnity agreements
as above specified, whether the illness or injury be the result of tort or
otherwise. The term "hospital care," as used in this section, shall be broadly
construed to include all hospital and nonhospital health care services and
related activities which are rendered through any hospital or other health
care facility owned or operated by the Hospital Board or its subsidiaries or
affiliates or nonaffiliated, not-for-profit corporations.

(1) In order to perfect such lien, an executive officer, controller, or agent
of a hospital, before or within 30 days after such person shall have been
discharged from such hospital, shall file in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court ofSarasota County a verified claim in writing setting forth the
following: (a) the name and address of such patient, as it shall appear on the
records of such hospital, and if the patient is a minor, it shall contain the
name of the parents or guardian of such minor patient,(b) the name and
location of such hospital, (c) the dates of admission to and discharge of such
patient therefrom, (d) the amount claimed to be due for such hospital care,
treatment, and maintenance, and (e) to the best knowledge of the person
signing such claim, the names and addresses, if the same be known, of all
persons, firms, or corporations claimed by such ill or injured person or his
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or her legal representative to be liable on hospital or other indemnity insur-
ance if known to claimant; such claimant shall also, within 1 day after the
filing of such claim of lien, mail a copy thereofby registered or certified mail
with return receipt requested, postage prepaid, to each person, firm, or
corporation so claimed to be liable on account of such illness or injuries at
the address so given in such statement filed by the hospital claimant. The
filing of such claim shall constitute notice thereof to all persons, firms, or
corporations who may be liable on account of such illness or iniuries,
whether or not they are named in such claim, and whether or not a copy of
such claim shall have been received by them. Such statement shall not
constitute a lien upon anything other than causes of action, suits, claims,
counterclaims, demands, and insurance and indemnityproceeds specified in
this section, and this is not a general lien upon the property of the persons
named in such statement.

(2) The clerk ofthe circuit court shall endorse on each such claim the date
and hour of filing in the official records of Sarasota County or may provide
a hospital lien book with proper index in which he or she shall record such
claims, and shall show therein the date and hour of such filing. The clerk
shall be paid by the claimant, as his or her fee for filing and recording ofeach
claim, the same amount he or she is authorized to charge for recording
mortgages.

(3) The clerk shall record any satisfaction which is executed and ac-
knowledged under oath by the lien claimant, or its executive officer, comp-
troller, or agent, in the official records of Sarasota County at the same filing
fees which are required by the clerk for recording satisfactions ofmortgages.
It shall be the duty of the hospital lien claimant to furnish the patient with
a properly executed satisfaction upon payment or discharge of the lien.

(4) No release or satisfaction of any action, suit, claim, counterclaim,
demand, judgment, settlement, or settlement agreement shall be valid or
effectual as against such lien unless such lienholder shall join therein or
execute a release of such lien.

(5) Any acceptance of a release or satisfaction of any such cause of action,
suit, claim, counterclaim, demand, or judgment and any settlement of any
of the foregoing in the absence of a release or satisfaction ofthe lien referred
to in this act shall prima facie constitute an impairment of such lien, and
the lienholder shall be entitled to an action at law for damages on account
of such impairment, and in such action may recover from the one accepting
such release or satisfaction or making such settlement the reasonable cost
of such hospital care, treatment, and maintenance. Satisfaction of any judg-
ment rendered in favor of the lienholder in any such action shall operate as
a satisfaction of the lien. Any action by the lienholder shall be brought in
the court having jurisdiction of the amount of the lienholder's claim. If the
lienholder shall prevail in such action, the lienholder shall be entitled to
recover from the defendant all costs allowed by law, together with reason-
able attorney's fees to the lienholder's attorneyfor handling the action. Ifthe
plaintiff or counterclaimant shall have employed an attorney for the collec-
tion of the claims or damages, including the hospital expenses, on account
of or resulting from the illness or injury of said plaintiff or counterclaimant
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or on account of or resulting from the illness, injury, or death of a deceased
patient, the court costs shall first be paid and the attorney representingsuch
plaintiffor counterclaimant shall receive his or her fees or compensation out
of the judgment or settlement proceeds and the hospital lien provided for in
this act shall next be fully paid to the hospital, and the balance of the
proceeds of any such settlement or judgment, if any, shall then be paid to
the plaintiff or counterclaimant.

(6) Upon suit beine filed by the patient or on the patient's behalf, the
owner or operator of the hospital, as the case may be, may also file in the
suit a notice of nonpayment of hospital bill, which said notice shall be
recorded and the same shall constitute a lien upon any judgment recovered
or settlement made to the extent that the court may determine the hospital's
pro rata share for unpaid hospital bill, based upon such equitable distribu-
tion of the amount recovered as the court may determine, less its pro rata
share ofall court costs expended by the plaintiffin the prosecution of the suit
and less the reasonable attorney's fees for the plaintiff's attorney, such
proration to be made by the judge ofthe trial court upon application therefor
and notice to the adverse party. Such notice shall be served upon all parties
to the suit, and their attorneys of record, by registered or certified mail.

(7) If the hospital has given such written notice of its lien and rights
against an alleged tortfeasor, a party to said suit, and thereafter settlement
of any such claim or action at law is made either before or after suit is filed
and the parties fail to agree on the proportion to be paid to each, the court
in which the action is pending shall determine the amount to be paid to the
hospital in accordance with the provisions of this law.

(8) The provisions of this act shall not be applicable to accidents or iniu-
ries within the purview of the Workers' Compensation Act of this state.

(9) No hospital lien provided by this act shall continue for a longer period
than 5 years after the claim of lien provided for under subsections (2) and
(3) has been filed, unless within that time an action has been commenced
in a court of competent jurisdiction by or on behalf of the person to whom
the hospital care, treatment, or maintenance was rendered to collect on
account or for the illness or iniuries necessitating such hospitalization; and
in the event that any such action has been commenced within such 5-year
period, then such hospital lien shall continue, unless otherwise satisfied, for
the duration ofany judgment entered in favor ofthe party claiming damages
for the hospital care, treatment, or maintenance, and shall attach to any
settlement proceeds made pendente lite and shall continue for 3 years after
the date of any such settlement pendente lite.

(10) The acceptance ofhospital care shall be deemed and construed as a
determination that hospitalization insurance was taken out for the benefit
of the hospital and as an equitable assignment of the proceeds to the hospi-
tal. Unless the policy or policies are endorsed or assigned to the hospital, the
hospital may write or stamp upon every statement rendered that it claims
a lien upon the proceeds of all hospitalization insurance, and such legend
shall be notice to any corporation into whose possession the statement comes
that the hospital has a lien. In this event, payment to policyholder without
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settlement direct to the hospital by the insurance company will make the
insurance company liable to the hospital for the amount of the bill or so
much thereof as the policy indemnifies.

Section 24. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, all operations
of the hospital established under the provisions of chapter 26468 (1949),
Laws of Florida, shall remain under the direct control and administration
of the Hospital Board established by referendum pursuant to section 21 of
said chapter. The Hospital Board shall not take any action which would
result in the termination of such direct control and administration unless
such action is approved by the electors of Sarasota County at a referendum
called for that purpose: however, for purposes of this section, the term
"operations of the hospital" does not include:

(1) The operation ofnonhospital health care services or related activities,
which services or activities may be controlled and administered by subsidia-
ries or affiliates of the Hospital Board or nonaffiliated, not-for-profit corpo-
rations operating primarily within the territory of the Hospital Board; or

(2) The operation and provision of hospital services through any form of
shared service arrangement approved by resolution of the said Hospital
Board adopted in public session and wherein the Hospital Board shall be
represented by two or more Hospital Board members on the governing body
of such entity.

Section 25. In order to secure and promote the provision of quality medi-
cal services to the public, the authority provided for herein is found by the
Legislature to be within the public policy of this state. The Hospital Board
is authorized to exercise all the powers granted in this act, and those eranted
in the Hospital Board's enabling legislation, as amended, in such manner
as it may determine to be consistent with the purposes of such enabling
legislation.

Section 4. Chapter 26468 (1949), Laws of Florida, which was approved
by Sarasota County electors in referendum held on January 10, 1950, is
hereby repealed: provided, however, that, as provided in section 189.429(3),
Florida Statutes, nothing in this act, including specifically this section 4,
shall (i) modify, amend, or alter any covenants, contracts, or other obliza-
tions of the Hospital Board with respect to its bonded indebtedness; and (ii)
affect the ability of the Hospital Board to levy and collect taxes as permitted
under prior law and herein. Chapters 27888 (1951), 31262 (1955), 57-1838,
59-1839, 61-2807, 61-2855, 61-2868, 63-1893, 63-1895, 63-1896, 63-1913, 65-
2226, 65-2227, 65-2232, 67-2047, 69-1583, 69-1593, 71-907, 83-525, 84-530,
85-501, 86-373, 87-526, 88-534, 90-411, 90-422, 95-507, and 2000-400, Laws
of Florida, are repealed. Chapter 69-1583, Laws of Florida, which was ap-
proved by Sarasota County electors in referendum conducted pursuant to
such act on November 4, 1969, is reenacted, except for requirements of
referendum to approve the act, and all actions heretofore taken by the
Sarasota County Public Hospital District and the Sarasota County Public
Hospital Board pursuant to the authority and powers conferred by chapter
69-1583, Laws of Florida, are ratified and confirmed.
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Section 5. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase. or other
part of this act shall be declared unconstitutional, or if this act should be
declared inapplicable in any case, such declaration shall not affect the re-
mainder of this act or the applicability thereof in any other case.

Section 6. This act shall be construed as remedial and shall be liberally
construed to promote the purpose for which it is intended.

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Approved by the Governor June 26, 2003.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 26, 2003.
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. LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTER 59-1839

Section 2. The Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota
County shall appoint a Traffle Advisory Committee to advise said
Board on all matters within the scope of this Act. Said committee
shall consist of the Sheriff, the Supervisor of Roads and Bridges, a
member of the Board of County Commissioners, and two citizens
of Sarasota County who are not employed by the County. The
Committee may provide for the selection of its officers and pro-
cedures. No compensation shall be allowed any member of the Com-
mittees, but necessary operating and administrative expenses, in-
cluding travel expenses, may be authorized by the Board of County
Commissioners and paid out of the General Fund of.the County.

Section 3. Any person violating any trafiic, parking or speed
regulation adopted pursuant to the terms of this Act shall be deemed

gælty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished ae-
cording to the laws governing misdemeanors,

Section 4. This Act shall take effect immediately upon its be-
coming a law.

Became a law without the Governor's approval .

Filed in OfRee Secretary of State June 12, 1959.

CHAPTER 59-1839

HOUSE BILL NO. 1859

AN ACT relating to Sarasota County; amending Sections a 8 10
13 and 14| Chapter 26468, Laws of-1949, as amended by Chahitel
2J888, Special Acts of 1951, as amended by Chapter 31262, Spe-
cial Acts of 1955, as amended, by Chapter 57-1838, Special Acts
of Flonda 1957, which act established Sarasota County. Public -
Hospital Board; changing the term administrator to director·
definmg the term mill; providing for the certification monthly
by the hospital board to the Board of County Commissioners
of Sarasota County, of list of medically indigent persons with
hospital charges for each and providing for payment by said .
Board of County Commissioners for hospital services and care
for the medically indigent persons to the hospital' board; def'm-
mg the term medically.indigent person; providing for the reim- .
bursement of certain other hospitals in Sarasota County, by the
Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota County, for hos-
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pital services rendered therein to medically indigent persons;
çÍèleting the provision that any hospital created under the -act
shall be for the beneilt of certain persons who are not inhabi-
tants of Sarasota County, Florida, who become sick or maimed
within the County of Sarasota, Florida; providing for the de.-
struction of records of the hospital board and hospitals owned
and operated by the hospital board after the records have been
photographed or micro-fibned.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 3 of Chapter 26468, Laws of 1949, as amended
by Chapter 31262, Special Acts of 1951, is amended to read:

Section 3. The hospital board shall select a meeting place and
a place for its principal ollice, and the board meetings shall be
held at least once a month. The hospital board may elect one (1)
of its members to serve as secretary, one (1) to serve as treasurer,
one (1) to serve as assistant treasurer, or it may appoint persons

. not members of the board to serve in those capacities. There shall
be a chairman of the board, a first vice chairman and a second vice
chainnan. All vouchers and warrants shall be issued by either the
treasurer or assistant treasurer and shall be signed by the chair..
man, and in the event of the absence of the chairman, by the iirst
vice chairman, then by the second vice chairman; however, the
director appointed by the hospital board, the treasurer and assistant
treasurer, shall be empowered to issue without the signature of the
chainnan or vice chairman warrants for payment of salaries and
wages of employees of the hospital board. Said treasurer and assist-
ant treasurer shall give bonds, in amounts to be designated by a ma-
jority vote of said hospital board of the faithful performance of
their duties, by some reputable bonding company authorized to
do business in the state of Florida. The said hospital board is
authorized to pay to the treasurer, assistant treasurer, and sec-
retary a salary and expenses commensurate with the work done
and in keeping with the salary paid for like work by other busi-
ness from time to time.

Section 2. Subsection (a) of Section 8, as enacted by Chapter
27888, Special Acts of 1951 and as amended, by Chapter 31262,
Special Acts of 1955 is amended to read: ..

Section 8. A majority of said Hospital Board shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of its business and said Hospital
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Board shall be and is hereby authorized and empowered:

(a) To appoint a suitable director, and any necessary assist-
ants, fix their compensation, and remove any such appointee;

Section 3. Subsection (h) of Section 8, as enacted by Chapter
31262 Special Acts of 1955 is amended to read:

Section 8. A majority of said Hospital Board shaR constitute
a quorum for the transaction of its business and said Hospital
Board shaH be and is hereby authorized and empowered:

(h) To certify to the board of county commissioners of Sara
sota County, Florida, the amount of the principal and interest

upon bonds issued by the hospital board and falling due in any
year in which any such principal or interest may be payable and
the amount necessary to be raised in the district for the
of providing a fund sufßcient in the opinion of the hospit 1 o rd
to pay the cost of operating and maintaining properties of the
hospital board in each year. In the event bonds shaH be issued
under the provisions of this act it shaH be the duty of the hospital
board to certify such facts in writing to the board of county com-
missioners within thirty (30) days after the delivery of such
bonds and on or before the expiration of each twelve (12) month's
period thereafter, and it shaH be the duty of the board of county
commissioners to levy upon aH taxable property in the district and
coHect a tax sufficient to provide funds for the payment of the

principal and the interest upon such bonds as such principal and
flie interest upon such bonds falls due and a tax, not to exceed
two mills on assessed valuation of property in the district to pro-
vide fimds for the operation, maintenance and repair of any hos-
pitals establiÄhed by the hospital board under the provisions of
tllisat. The proceeds of all such taxes shaR be paid over to
the secretary and treasurer of the district as such taxes are re-
cerved.

Section 4. Chapter 26468, Laws of 1949, as amended, is amend-
ed by adding a ne'w Section 22, thereto to read:

Section 22. The term "miH" as used in Section 8 (h) of this
Act and as used in Section 13 and 14, of Chapter 26468 Laws of
1949, as amended, shall be deemed to mean one tenth (1/10) part
of a cent, and that the application of the rate of (1) mill to each
one thousand donars ($1,000.00) of assessed valuation of prop..
erty shall yield one dollar ($1.00).
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Section 5. Section 8 as enacted by Chapter 26468, Laws of
1949, and as amended by Chapter 27888 Special Laws of 1951
and Chapter 31262, Special Laws of 1955, is amended by adding a

3 new Subsection (i) thereto to read:

Section 8. A majority of said Hospital Board shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of its business and said Hospital
Board shall be and is hereby authorized and empowered:

(i) To certify to the board of county commissioners of Sara-
sota County, Florida, on or before the fifteenth' daf of each month
commencing with the month of November f959, a list of all the
medically indigent persons who have been hospitalized in any of
the hospitals which are operated by the hospital board during
the preceding month together with the itemized charges for the
hospifal services and care for each of said medically indigent per-
sons which have been renderéd in such preceding month by the
said hospital. The board of county commissioners of Sarasota
Comity, Florida, shall within forty.dive (45) days of the receipt
of such certified list of medically indigent patients with the hos-
patal charges, make remittance to the treasurer of the hospital

. board of the sum total o.f.the amount shown on the certified list
to be the amount owing to the hospital board for the hospital
services and care rendered to the medically indigent persons dur-
mg the month embraced in said certification.

The hospital board shall give writ~ten notice to the welfare de-
partment of Sarasota County of the proposed admission of each
medically indigent person to hospitals operated by .said hospital
board, prior to the actual admission of each such medically indi-
gent person, provided, however, that notice to said welfare de
partment prior to the admission of a medically indigent person
shall not be required in emergency cases.

The said board of county commissioners shall in lilte manner reim,
burse any other hospital in' Sarasota County, Florida, approved
y the state board of health, for hospital services rendered to med-

2cally indigent persons as herein defined, upon like certification by
.such hospital and at such rates as shall not exceed those pre-

. scr2bed for such patients by hospitals owned and operated by said
Sarasota county public hospital board.

The term "medically indigent person" as used in this Act, shall:
be deemed to mean an.inhabitant of Sarasota County, Florida,
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who is ill or injured and who requires treatment in a hospital as
prescribed and ordered by a physician and who is unable to pro..
vide himself with such necessary hospital services.

Section 6. Section 10, of Chapter 26468, Laws of 1949, as amend-
ed by Chapter 57-1888 Special Acts of 1957, is amended to read:

Section 10. Any hospital established under this Act shall be
for the benefit of the inhabitants of said territory, but said hos-
pital may extend the privileges and use of said hospital for per-
sons residing outside of said district, upon such terms and condi
tions as the hospital board may from time to time by its rules
and regulations prescribe. Every such person or inhabitant, who
Is not a pauper, shall pay said hospital board a reasonable com-
pensation for occupancy, nursing, care, medicine and attendance
according to the rules and regulations prescribed by said hos
pital board. Each municipal corporation situated within the hos
pital district shall be liable to said hospital board for occupancy .
nursing, care, medicine and attendance for prisoners in the cus
tody of any such municipal corporation who are admitted to any
hospital operated by said hospital board. Said hospital always
shall be subject to such rules as such hospital board may adopt
from time to time, in order for said hospital to render the greatest
benefit to the greatest number; and said hospital board may ex-
clude from treatment and care any indigent or paying case hav-
mg a communicable or contagious disease, where such disease may
be a detriment to the best interests of such hospital or a source .
of contagion or infection to the patients in its care, unless a sepa-
rate building or ward has been established for the special treat-
ment and care of patients having conummicable or contagious
diseases, and it can properly and with safety to the other pa- .
tients retain such communicable cases, in such separate build-
ing or ward

;

Section 7. Chapter 26468, Laws of 1949, as amended, is amend- .
ed by adding a new Section 23 thereto to read:

Section 23. That the hospital board shall be empowered to de-
stroy any of its records together with any of the records of the
hospital or hospitals owned and operated by the hospital board
provided that such records are photographed or micro-filmed prior
to their destruction.

Section 8. This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage
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and approval by the Governor, or upon becoming a law without
such approval,

Section 9. It is declared to be the Legislative intention, that
if any Section, Subsection, sentence, clause, or provision of this
Act is held invalid, the remainder of the Act shall not be affected

Became a law without the Governor's approval.

Filed in Office Secretary of State June 12, 1959.

CHAPTER 59-1840

HOUSE BILL NO. 1855

AN ACT relating to the Sarasota-Manatee Airport Authority�042
amending Section 4 of Chapter 31263, Special Laws of 1955
as amended by subsequent amendatory acts, by adding a new
subsection (r) to said section, providing for the conferring of
addihonal powers on said airport authority with regard to the

p promulgation and enforcement of airport zoning regulations- -.
, providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Morida: .

Section 1. Section 4 of Chapter 31263, Special Laws of 1955, as
amended by, subsequent amendatory acts, is amended by adding a
new subsection (r) thereto to read:

Section 4. The authority is hereby authorized and empowered:

(r) to exercise and perform all of the powers and perogatives
conferred upon "political subdivisions" by Chapter 333, Florida .
Statutes,- with respect to' the adoption, promulgation and enforce-
ment of Airport Zoning Regulations under the provisions of said
Chapter 333, Florida Statutes, and that when, as, and if the Au-

.. thority shall adopt or promulgate or cause to be adopted or pro-
mulgated Airport Zoning Regulations pursuant to Chapter 333
Florida Statutes, the Regulations so adopted shall supersede the
Regulations theretofore adopted by the Airport Zoning Board of
Sarasota and Manatee Counties, Florida, insofar as such Regula-
tions of the said Airport Zoning Board of Sarasota and Manatee
Counties pertain to airports which are under the furisdiction of ,
the Authority.
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