
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

(Before a Referee) 

THE FLORIDA BAR Supreme Court Case 

No. SC14-100 

Complainant, 

The Florida Bar File 

v. No. 2012-70, 199 (11P) 

JEREMY W. ALTERS 

Respondent. 

_____________________________/ 

RESPONDENT’S UNOPPOSED EMERGENCY  

PETITION FOR COURT APPROVAL TO  

DISBURSE, DEPOSIT AND/OR TRANSFER FUNDS 

Respondent JEREMY W. ALTERS, through undersigned counsel, files this 

Unopposed and Emergency Petition for Court Approval to Disburse, Deposit 

and/or Transfer Funds to address funds currently held in the trust accounts for 

Respondent’s former law firms:  Alters Law Firm1 and Morelli Alters LLP, and 

states the following:  

1. Respondent has been removed as a signatory for all accounts, trust

and operating, for both Alters Law Firm and Morelli Alters LLP. 

2. Morelli Alters LLP was not the subject of, and did not exist at the

time of, the trust matter at issue in this case. 

3. On June 28, 2018, Seaside National Bank & Trust, which holds and
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services the bank accounts, trust and operating, for both Alters Law Firm and 

Morelli Alters LLP, issued letters advising of its determination to close all 

accounts by July 27, 2018.  

4. With respect to one case, identified specifically below, a financial

obligation owed by a Morelli Alters LLP client to a medical provider has been 

negotiated and resolved on behalf of the client but the provider has conditioned 

the resolution upon its payment by July 20, 2018.  The inability of the client’s 

lawyer, who was not involved in the underlying Bar matter, to access the account 

for the benefit of the client will jeopardize the negotiated obligation through no 

fault of the client. 

5. For these reasons and all those set forth with greater specificity

below, Respondent seeks this Court’s approval to disburse and/or transfer funds 

which are presently held in the trust accounts for both firms and to deposit and 

utilize earned fees which have recently been received.  The funds as to each firm 

are addressed, in turn, below: 

I. Funds held in ALF Trust 

a. ALF was, for some time, involved with another law firm as

co-counsel in the representation of a large number of clients affected by the 

Deepwater Horizon disaster that occurred on April 20, 2010.  Prior to the entry of 

1 The Alters Law Firm has formally changed its name to The Justin Grosz Firm, P.A. but, for ease of reference and 



 

 

the May 21, 2018 Order, ALF’s co-counsel wired funds in the amount of $700.77 

to the ALF Trust Account under the mistaken impression that the funds belonged 

to one of their jointly-represented clients.  In reality, the funds belong to an 

individual (“LN”) who is solely represented by ALF’s co-counsel and who is not 

represented by ALF.  As such, Respondent herein seeks the Court’s approval to 

return the funds to ALF’s co-counsel and identifies the recipient and amount as 

follows: 

 Morelli Law IOTA for the benefit of LN in the amount of $700.77. 

b. ALF previously resolved a claim on behalf of a client, Kathy Raffield 

(“KR”), affected by the Deepwater Horizon disaster.  Prior to the entry of the May 

21, 2018 Order, the claims facilitator delivered funds to ALF that the claims center 

had been holding as part of the claims process.  Those funds, in the amount 

$423.14 are presently due to the client.  As such, Respondent herein seeks the 

Court’s approval to disburse the funds and identifies the recipient and amount as 

follows: 

 Client KR in the amount of $423.14.     

c. ALF previously resolved a claim on behalf of a client, Johnny Ray 

Johnson (“JRJ”), affected by the Deepwater Horizon disaster.  Prior to the entry 

of the May 21, 2018 Order, the claims facilitator delivered funds to ALF that the 

                                                                                                                                                             
to remain consistent, will still be referred to herein as Alters Law Firm or ALF. 



 

 

claims center had been holding as part of the claims process.  Those funds, in the 

amount of $3,962.94 are due to the client.  As such, Respondent herein seeks the 

Court’s approval to disburse the funds and identifies the recipient and amount as 

follows: 

 Client JRJ in the amount of $3,962.94. 

II. Funds Held in Morelli Alters LLP Trust:  

a. As detailed in Respondent’s Emergency Motion To Release Funds 

From Trust And To Modify Order Of Suspension Regarding Trust Account 

Oversight, filed on May 22, 2018 and its Emergency and Amended Emergency 

Petitions for Court Approval to Receive, Deposit and Disburse Settlement Funds, 

filed May 25, 2018 and June 4, 2018, Morelli Alters LLP previously settled a 

matter styled Carlos Murcia Carlos Murcia v. South Florida Tile Delivery & 

Installation, Case Number, CACE-17-006194, 17th Judicial Circuit, Broward 

County, Florida and received the settlement funds prior to the entry of the May 21, 

2018 Order.  Initially, funds were set aside to resolve the client’s outstanding 

medical liens and/or obligations.  Some of those obligations were previously 

negotiated and resolved, the payment of which was among the subjects addressed 

in the afore-mentioned Petitions and approved by the Court.  Thereafter, despite 

the Court’s approval, the client elected not to receive his funds until such time as 

all outstanding obligations have been negotiated and resolved.  As a result, there 



 

 

is presently $150,962.30 in trust for the benefit of the client, inclusive of the funds 

set aside to resolve the outstanding obligations. Negotiations of all remaining 

obligations have been on-going and have now been finalized.  As such, 

Respondent seeks the Court’s approval to disburse all remaining funds to the 

following recipients in the following amounts:  

 Dr. Joel Rush in the amount of $2,500; 

 NBHD – Broward General Medical Center in the amount of $50,000.00; 

 North Broward Radiologists, P.A. in the amount of $1,400.00; 

 Carlos Murcia, in the amount of $97,062.30. 

b. Morelli Alters LLP represented a young woman, Bethany Williams 

(“BW”), who was injured when she was struck by a vehicle while she was 

crossing the street.  The matter was resolved pre-suit and the funds have been 

held in trust while the firm negotiated a host of bills, claims and/or liens (hereafter 

“obligations”) related to medical care provided to the client.  Some of those 

obligations were resolved and paid prior to the entry of the May 21, 2018 Order.  

However, as there were still outstanding obligations in varying stages of 

negotiation, the client was awaiting final resolution of all such obligations before 

receiving the net due to her.  All outstanding obligations have now been resolved.  

As a result, there is presently $24,079.19 in trust for the benefit of the client, 

inclusive of the funds set aside to for the outstanding obligations.  Thus, 



 

 

Respondent seeks approval to transfer the following funds to the following 

recipient in the following amount: 

 UMR insurance in the amount $7,500.00 

 Client, BW, in the amount of $16,579.19   

c. Morelli Alters LLP entered into a partial settlement of a wrongful 

death matter on behalf of a client Patricia Campanini (“PC”) and received the 

funds for that partial settlement prior to the entry of the May 21, 2018 Order.  The 

client requested that Morelli Alters LLP hold the funds until further direction from 

the client.  In the interim, the Court entered its May 21, 2018 Order.  The client 

has subsequently discharged Morelli Alters LLP and has requested that her entire 

trust account balance be transferred to The JG Firm, LLC.  Thus, the Respondent 

seeks approval to transfer the following funds to the following recipient in the 

following amount: 

 The JG Firm, LLC IOTA for the benefit of client PC in the amount of 

 $174,922.65.  

 

d. Morelli Alters LLP represented several clients in relation to litigation 

styled In Re Medtronic, Inc. Sprint Fidelis Leads Product Liability Litigation, 

MDL Number 08-1905 (RHK/JSM), United States District Court for the District of 

Minnesota.  The MDL settled many years ago; however, the settlement provided 

for payments of the claims in rounds, which have taken place periodically over the 

course of several years.  Given the number of claimants involved in the MDL, a 



 

 

third party vendor was engaged to negotiate medical liens for all claimants and 

funds were withheld by the claims facilitator until such time as those liens were 

resolved.   Funds were released from the claims facilitator to Morelli Alters LLP 

on behalf of two clients, prior to the entry of the May 21, 2018 Order. The clients 

have subsequently discharged Morelli Alters LLP and have requested that their 

entire trust account balance be transferred to The JG Firm, LLC.  Thus, the 

Respondent seeks approval to transfer the following funds remaining in trust to the 

following recipients in the following amounts:  

 The JG Firm, LLC IOTA account for the benefit of Richard Schmid (“RS”) in the  

amount of $7,768.80 

 

 The JG Firm, LLC IOTA account for the benefit of Willie P. Williams (“WW”)  
in the amount of $1,083.35 

 

e. Morelli Alters LLP represented a client (“JM”) in a HIPAA-violation 

data-breach matter, which was settled, pre-suit, after the entry of the May 21, 2018 

Order.  Respondent did not represent the client and was not involved in the matter 

in any way.  The client’s funds were issued directly to the client by the 

prospective defendant.  The firm’s earned fees in the total amount of $5,000.00, 

inclusive of earned fees due the referral attorney, have been issued by check made 

payable to the firm, which was just recently received but has not yet been 

deposited into the firm’s operating account, in light of the May 21, 2018 Order. 

Thus, the Respondent seeks approval to deposit and utilize the following funds: 



 

 

 Check made payable to Morelli Alters LLP for earned fees in the amount of 

$5,000 to be deposited into the firm’s operating account. 

 

 

EXPEDITED RESOLUTION OF THIS MOTION IS PARAMOUNT 

 In addition to the pressing needs which are inherent with the resolution of a 

claim and receipt of funds for the benefit of a client, two factors beyond the 

control of the firm and lawyers working on the above-referenced matters 

necessitate immediate resolution of the instant motion: 

1. With respect to the Murcia matter, outlined above, Broward General 

Medical Center has conditioned its agreement to reduce its obligation to 

$50,000.00 upon its receipt of payment by July 20, 2018.  Specifically, referring 

to the terms of the negotiated reduction, including a due date of July 20, 2018, the 

health care provider stated that “any alteration to the above will void this offer, 

leaving the full amount due and owing.”  Thus, though the funds are presently in 

the account and could be issued immediately, the inability to access the funds 

without having to first seek the Court’s approval may jeopardize this negotiation, 

which resulted in a substantial benefit to the client.   

2. On June 28, 2018, Seaside National Bank & Trust, where the 

accounts for Alters Law Firm and Morelli Alters LLP are held and serviced, issued 

letters advising that Seaside has determined it will close all accounts as of July 27, 



 

 

2018, further indicating that “all available funds remaining in the account on July 

27, 2018 will be forwarded to [the firm] in the form of a Cashier’s Check.”  Thus, 

with funds that need to be issued on behalf of several clients and funds which still 

need to be deposited so that they may be properly utilized, time is of the essence. 

 Accordingly, the Respondent respectfully requests that this motion be 

granted forthwith to ensure timely payment, prior to July 20, 2018, of the 

negotiated obligations and to avoid any complications which may be caused by 

account closures on July 27, 2018. 

 Mr. Grosz, on behalf of Respondent’s former firms, has conferred with and 

supplied supporting documents to The Florida Bar which does not oppose the 

relief sought herein. 

 WHEREFORE, the Respondent requests the following relief on an 

expedited basis: 

 As to I (a): an Order approving disbursement from the ALF IOTA account 

to the Morelli Law trust account for the benefit of LN in the amount of $700.77.  

 As to I (b): an Order approving disbursement from the ALF IOTA account 

to KR in the amount of $423.14.    

 As to I (c): an Order approving disbursement from the ALF IOTA account 

to JRJ in the amount of $3,962.94 

 As to II (a): an Order approving disbursements from the MA LLP IOTA 



account to the following recipients in the following amounts: 

 Dr. Joel Rush in the amount of $2,500;

 NBHD – Broward General Medical Center in the amount of $50,000.00;

 North Broward Radiologists, P.A. in the amount of $1,400.00;

 Carlos Murcia, in the amount of $97,062.30

As to II (b): an Order approving disbursement from the MA LLP IOTA 

account to the following recipients in the following amounts: 

 UMR insurance in the amount $7,500.00

 Client, BW, in the amount of $16,579.19

As to II (c): an Order approving disbursement from the MA LLP IOTA 

account to The JG Firm, LLC IOTA account for the benefit of Patricia Campanini 

and the Estate of Gary Karl in the amount of $174,922.65; 

As to II (d): an Order approving disbursement from the MA LLP IOTA 

account to The JG Firm, LLC IOTA account for the benefit of Richard Schmid 

(“RS”) in the amount of $7,768.80 and for the benefit of Willie P. Williams 

(“WW”) in the amount of $1,083.35. 

As to II (e): an Order approving deposit, into the MA LLP Operating 

account, of a check in the amount of $5,000.00, representing earned fees in the 

matter of JM. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent 

via email to: William Mulligan, wmulliga@flabar.org Bar Counsel, The Florida 

Bar, and Adria Quintela, aquintel@flabar.org Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar this 

11th day of July, 2018.

YOUNG, BERMAN, KARPF & GONZALEZ, P.A. 

Attorneys for Respondent  

1101 Brickell Ave., Ste. 1400 N  

Miami, Florida 33131 

Tel. 305-945-1851 

Direct: 305-377-2291 

Fax: 786-219-1980 

Email: aberman@ybkglaw.com  

By: /s/ Andrew S. Berman 

ANDREW S. BERMAN 

Fla Bar No.: 370932 
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