
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

(Before a Referee) 

 

THE FLORIDA BAR    Supreme Court Case 

       No. SC14-100 

 Complainant, 

       The Florida Bar File 

v.       No. 2012-70, 199 (11P) 

 

JEREMY W. ALTERS 

 

 Respondent. 

_____________________________/ 

 

RESPONDENT’S UNOPPOSED AND AMENDED 

EMERGENCY PETITION FOR COURT APPROVAL TO 

RECEIVE, DEPOSIT AND DISBURSE SETTLEMENT FUNDS 

 

 Respondent JEREMY W. ALTERS, through undersigned counsel, files this 

Unopposed and Amended Emergency Petition for Court Approval to Receive, 

Deposit and Disburse Settlement Funds to address changed circumstances 

subsequent to the May 25, 2018 filing of his Emergency Petition.  For the 

following reasons, Respondent again moves this Court on an emergency basis for 

an order approving the receipt, deposit and disbursement of funds with respect to 

three settled matters:  

 1. For the sake of brevity, the Respondent incorporates the procedural 

history outlined in its Emergency Motion To Release Funds From Trust And To 

Modify Order Of Suspension Regarding Trust Account Oversight (“Emergency 

Motion”), filed on May 22, 2018 and its Emergency Petition for Court Approval 

Filing # 73052827 E-Filed 06/04/2018 04:41:04 PM
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

, 0
6/

04
/2

01
8 

04
:4

3:
29

 P
M

, C
le

rk
, S

up
re

m
e 

C
ou

rt



to Receive, Deposit and Disburse Settlement Funds (“Emergency Petition”), filed 

May 25, 2018, both of which were filed in furtherance of efforts to address the 

Court’s Order of suspension entered May 21, 2018.   

 2. Despite the fact that Morelli Alters LLP (“the Firm”) was not the 

basis for, and did not even exist at the time of the trust matter at issue in this case, 

its attorneys, who were similarly not the subject of any Bar proceeding or Court 

Order, have been unable to access any of the firm’s accounts in order to continue 

business of the Firm, including but not limited to, delivering settlement funds 

presently due to, and requested by, their clients.   

 3. Subsequent to the filing of the Emergency Petition, the Court has 

entered an Order providing The Florida Bar until June 8, 2018 to respond to the 

Emergency Petition and identify the cases, amounts of the disbursements and 

recipients.  In the meantime, both the Alters Law Firm and the Morelli Alters firm 

must abide by the Court’s Order.  Respondent submits that the current wording of 

the Order is actually presently harming existing clients (where Respondent is not 

counsel of record) and the Morelli Alters firm (which was not the subject of the 

underlying case) in ways that were likely unintended.   

 4. The Order has frozen both the Alters Law Firm and the Morelli Alters 

Trust Accounts.  The freezing of the Morelli Alters Trust Account has basically 

stopped the firm’s ability to meet the settlement payment obligations to the firm’s 



recently settled clients and related vendors and medical providers awaiting cost 

and lien reimbursements.  Moreover, the Order forbids Morelli Alters from 

depositing fees from these cases into the firm’s operating account.  Portions of 

those fees are used to fund the firm’s continuing operations, including the timely 

payment of operational vendors (rent, utilities, etc.) and the ongoing costs of 

advancing existing client’s cases. 

 5. In furtherance of the Firm’s efforts to secure emergency relief, 

Respondent herein amends the Emergency Petition:  (i) to identify the cases, 

amounts of the disbursements and recipients and, (ii) to address changed 

circumstances with respect to Settlements #2 and #3.  Both issues are addressed 

in detail below: 

Settlement #1:  

Case:  Carlos Murcia v. South Florida Tile Delivery & 

Installation, Case Number, CACE-17-006194,  

17th Judicial Circuit, Broward County, Florida 

 

As reflected in the Emergency Petition, $250,000.00 was deposited 

into the Morelli Alters LLP trust prior to the entry of the May 21, 

2018 order of suspension and those funds will be disbursed in 

thefollowing amounts and to the following recipients: 

a. to Mr. Murcia, the client, in the amount of $75,570.07; 

 

b. earned fees to Morelli Alters LLP in the amount of  



$62,500.00; 

 

c. earned fees to the Law Offices of Jonathan A. Keller,  

P.A. in the amount of $20,833.25; 

 

d. a cost reimbursement to Morelli Alters LLP in the  

amount of $3,524.45; 

 

e. payment in satisfaction of the client’s obligations to the 

following medical providers: 
 

1. Anesco North Broward in the amount of $3,000.00 

2. Delray Trauma Assoc. in the amount of $2,500.00 

3. Vanguard Plastic Surgery in the amount of $6,500.00 

4. Dr. Guarneri in the amount $180.00 

 

f. Morelli Alters LLP will maintain, in its trust account, the  

remaining $75,392.23 from the $87,572.23 set aside for 

the client’s obligations to medical providers and/or lien 

holders until those obligations are fully negotiated and 

resolved, at which point Morelli Alters LLP shall deliver 

payment to those providers and disburse the balance to 

the client, subject to a Final Closing Statement. 

 

 Settlement #2: 

 

Case:  Joanne Davis-Mignano v. Geico, et al., pre-suit 

settlement of an un-filed matter 

 

 Since the Firm’s receipt of the settlement check in the total amount of 

$22,000.00 on or about May 24, 2018, the client has been due her funds and 

has continuously requested same.  As the check was only first delivered to 

the Firm after the entry of the May 21, 2018 Order, the Firm has been 

unable to deposit and disburse the funds to the client due to the Court’s 

Order and has, therefore, been unable to comply with its client’s requests.  



Despite disclosure and explanation to the client, and the filing of two 

emergency motions, the restrictions imposed by the Court’s Order and 

unresolved motions for relief, have now caused the client to become 

concerned about the certainty of her ability to receive her funds.  As a 

result, the client demanded that the firm contact the issuing insurance 

company, stop payment on the settlement check that had been delivered to 

the Firm and issue the client’s funds directly to the client.  After notifying 

the Bar of the client’s demands, the Firm complied with the client’s request 

and contacted the issuing insurance company, which stopped payment on 

the settlement draft in the amount of $22,000.00.  As such, the Firm will 

not be receiving a check in the amount of $22,000.00 but will rather only be 

receiving a check in the amount of its earned fees:  $7,333.32, as the client 

will be receiving her funds directly, albeit delaying her receipt even further 

as the issuing insurance company will not be able to process and deliver the 

funds until Wednesday.    

 As a result of the change of circumstances, Respondent herein 

amends his Emergency Petition as to Settlement #2 and identifies, below, 

the amount to be received and deposited into the Morelli Alters operating 

account as follows: 

a.   earned fees due to Morelli Alters LLP in the amount of     



$7,333.32. 

 

Settlement #3: 

 

Case:   Estate of Jane Doe vs. John Does, pre-suit 

confidential settlement 

 

 The Firm represents a survivor in a wrongful death matter along with 

co-counsel, Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A., which 

represented the Personal Representative of the deceased’s Estate.  The 

matter was resolved pre-suit, and prior to May 21, 2018, and is subject to a 

confidentiality agreement executed and relied upon by multiple parties.  

The confidentiality agreement is among the materials which have been 

provided to The Florida Bar for its review in support of Respondent’s 

petition.  At the time of the filing of the Emergency Petition, the Firm 

anticipated receipt of funds consisting of its client’s proceeds along with 

earned fees and cost reimbursement.  Subsequently, the Firm’s co-counsel 

advised it would be issuing a check for the client’s funds, made payable to 

the client directly.  Mr. Grosz, for the Firm, apprised the Florida Bar and 

has continuously kept the Bar informed and updated.  The client’s check 

was personally hand-delivered to the client by Mr. Grosz this morning, and 

a copy of the check and executed letter confirming receipt has been 

provided to the Florida Bar.   



 With respect to the Firm’s earned fees and cost reimbursement, 

checks were issued to the Firm in a total amount of $388,288.84.  Those 

checks were delivered to Mr. Grosz this morning and are clear for deposit, 

pending this Court’s approval.   

 Thus, as to Settlement #3, Respondent herein amends his Emergency 

Petition and identifies, below, amounts to be deposited and disbursed as 

well as the recipients, as follows: 

a. total deposit in the amount of $388,288.84; 

 

b. earned fees due to Morelli Alters LLP in the amount of 

$289,492.49; 

 

c. earned fees due to the Law Offices of Jonathan Keller, 

P.A. in the amount of $96,497.50; 

 

d. cost reimbursement due to Morelli Alters LLP in the 

amount of $2,298.85. 

 

 As the funds will be deposited into the Morelli Alters LLP trust 

account before disbursing the funds due to the Firm’s referral attorney and 

disbursing the Firm’s earned fees and cost reimbursement into its operating 

account, a separate Closing Statement addressing the receipt and 

disbursement of those funds has also been prepared, executed and provided 

to the Florida Bar.  It is attached as Exhibit D. 

 6. As stated above, Morelli Alters LLP, through Mr. Grosz, has been 



continuously conferring with and updating The Florida Bar, and has provided The 

Florida Bar with all material requested by The Florida Bar in support of the relief 

sought as to these settlements, including but not limited to current Closing 

Statements for each respective settlement, which are attached hereto as Exhibits A, 

B, C and D.   

7.  Having reviewed all requested material, The Florida Bar has 

authorized the undersigned to represent that it does not oppose the relief sought as 

to these three settlements through this Amended Emergency Petition. The 

undersigned anticipates that The Florida Bar will be filing its response shortly. 

 WHEREFORE, the Respondent requests the following relief on an 

expedited basis: 

a. as to Settlement #1, an order permitting funds to be disbursed 

in accordance with the closing statement attached as Exhibit A; 

 

b. as to Settlement #2, an order permitting the earned fees due to 

the Firm, as per the closing statement attached as Exhibit B, to 

be deposited into the Morelli Alters LLP operating account for 

the Firm; and  

 

c. as to Settlement #3, an order permitting the earned fees and 

cost reimbursement due to the Firm, as per the closing 

statements attached as Exhibits C and D, to be deposited into 

the Morelli Alters LLP trust account and then disbursed as set 

out therein and above. 

 

d. with respect to Settlements 1, 2 & 3 above, an order permitting 

the Firm to utilize all funds due to the Firm, as earned fees and 

cost reimbursements, in order to enable the Firm to continue 



the daily business of the Firm including issuing payment from 

the Firm’s operating account to any and all whom may be 

entitled to, and/or due, receipt of such payment.  

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent 

via email to: William Mulligan, wmulliga@flabar.org Bar Counsel, The Florida 

Bar, and Adria Quintela, aquintel@flabar.org Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar this 

4th day of June, 2018.  

    YOUNG, BERMAN, KARPF & GONZALEZ, P.A.  

    Attorneys for Respondent  

    1101 Brickell Ave., Ste. 1400 N  

    Miami, Florida 33131 

    Tel. 305-945-1851 

    Direct: 305-377-2291 

    Fax: 786-219-1980 

    Email: aberman@ybkglaw.com  

 
 

    By: /s/ Andrew S. Berman        

     ANDREW S. BERMAN  

     Fla Bar No.: 370932 

 

mailto:wmulliga@flabar.org
mailto:aquintel@flabar.org
mailto:aberman@ybkglaw.com


EXHIBIT A



File No:  2445           

TOTAL RECOVERY: $250,000.00

LESS, ATTORNEY'S FEES DUE:    $83,333.25

Per contract, the total fee due from this recovery is calculated at 33 1/3%.

Fees due to Morelli Alters, LLP  (75%)                                    $62,500.00

Fees due to Law Offices of Jonathan A. Keller, P.A.  (25%)   $20,833.25

LESS, TOTAL COSTS: $3,524.45

               See Exhibit A

LESS, FUNDS TO BE HELD IN TRUST FOR LIENS, BILLS AND SUBROGATION CLAIMS: $87,572.23

Broward Health                                        $66,921.23

Anesco North Broward                             $5,250.00, reduced to $3,000.00

Delray Trauma Assoc.                              $3,211.35, reduced to $2,500.00

Dr. Joel Rush                                            $5,983.00

Dr. Ralph Guarneri                                  $180.00

Vanguard Plastic Surgery                        $8,498.00, reduced to $6,500.00

North Broward Radiologists                    $2,488.00

     Any remaining funds, after resolution of all liens, bills and subrogation claims shall be disbursed to Mr. Murcia

                           *IMPORTANT - MUST READ BEFORE SIGNING*

By signing below and directing this disbursement, Mr. Murcia expressly

acknowledges that he has the sole responsibility to identify and resolve all 

debts, liens and financial obligations of any kind related or pertaining to

medical care provided in relation to injuries sustained in this auto accident. Further, 

By signing below, Mr. Murcia accepts full responsibility and releases Morelli Alters LLP, 

the Law Offices of Jonathan A. Keller, P.A. and each of their respective owners, officers and 

employees from any and all responsibility with respect to said debts, liens and financial obligations.

My counsel has not provided me with tax advice, other than advising me to 

seek tax advice from a qualified person, and I understand that my counsel 

does not provide advice concerning the tax consequences of settlements or 

the receipt of settlement funds.

TOTAL NET TO CLIENT: $75,570.07

Dated this ___ day of May, 2018.

CLIENT MORELLI ALTERS LLP.

By:   ____________________ By:   ____________________

         Carlos Murcia          Justin D. Grosz

         By my signature above, I confirm I have

         had the benefit of an English-Spanish and

         Spanish-English translation and explanation

         of this document and its significance.

LAW OFFICES OF JONATHAN A. KELLER, P.A.

By:   ____________________

         Jonathan A. Keller

CLOSING STATEMENT

CARLOS MURCIA v. SOUTH FLORIDA TILE DELIVERY & INSTALLATION



EXHIBIT B



                                                                                   CORRECTED

                                                                          

File No: 2462        

TOTAL RECOVERY: $22,000.00

LESS, ATTORNEY'S FEES DUE:  calculated at 33 1/3%  $7,333.32

See Exhibits A, B

LESS, TOTAL COSTS: $0.00

No costs have been attributed to this portion of Ms. Davis-Mignano's recovery

LESS, LIENS: $0.00

All liens and obligations known to Morelli Alters were satisfied in full from the proceeds of the initial 

settlement with Paul/Bristol West.  See Exhibit A.

By signature below, Ms. Davis-Mignano confirms that she herein accepts responsibility for any and all 

financial obligations related to this matter, including any liens, claims for subrogation or obligations to  

Medicare/Medicaid; though further acknowledges that she has not advised Morelli Alters of the existence 

of any actual or potential obligations beyond those identified and resolved through the initial settlement 

with Paul/Bristol West.  Should any such financial obligation arise or become known, after executing this  

Final Closing Statement, Ms. Davis-Mignano accepts full responsibility for same, relieves Morelli Alters

of any and all obligations and holds Morelli Alters harmless as to any claims which may be asserted.

My counsel has not provided me with tax advice, other than advising me to seek tax advice from a 

qualified person, and I understand that my counsel does not provide advice concerning the tax consequences 

of settlements or the receipt of settlement funds.

TOTAL NET TO CLIENT: $14,666.68

Dated this ___ day of May, 2018.

CLIENT MORELLI ALTERS LLP.

By:   ____________________ By:   ____________________

         Joanne Davis-Mignano          Justin D. Grosz

CLOSING STATEMENT

JOANNE DAVIS-MIGNANO vs. PAUL, BRISTOL WEST, GEICO

Alters Law Firm, P.A. Page 1 of 2



EXHIBIT C



SEARCY DENNEY SCAROLA BARNHART & SHIPLEY, P.A.

2139 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33409

May 31, 2018

AS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE

ESTATE OF

R E/O S

AMENDED SETTLEMENT STATEMENT

TOTAL RECOVERY FROM SETTLEMENT $ 3,270,000.00

LESS ATTORNEYS' FEES $ 887,333.33
SEARCY DENNEY SCAROLA BARNHART & SHIPLEY 501,343.34

MORELLI ALTERS, LLP 385,989.99

SUBTOTAL: $ 2,382,666.67

MORELLI ALTERS, LLP (COSTS) $ 2,298.85
TOTAL COSTS ADVANCED (SEE ATTACHED) $ 14,844.92
LESS 84% OF MASTER FILE COSTS | (SEE ATTACHED) $ 858.65

LESS CLIENT EXPENSES PAYABLE
HEALTH CARE DISTRICT OF COUNTY $17,847.00
CREDIT ONE BANK, N.A. 773.45

$ 18,620.45

NET PROCEEDS FROM SETTLEMENT $ 2,346,043.80

Less Cost Retainer for any additional $ 5,000.00
Costs Incurred, but not yet Received by
SEARCY DENNEY SCAROLA BARNHART & SHIPLEY, P.A.

C o nt i n u e d.............................. . .



Page 2
E/O VS.

May 31, 2018

(Continuation)
SEARCY DENNEY SCAROLA BARNHART & SHIPLEY

Final Disbursement of Cost Retainer, less
any additional costs, to be made after 90
days of the date of this Settlement Statement.

NET PROCEEDS FROM SETTLEMENT TO CLIENT $ 2,341,043.80*

*$1,322,689.75 TO (56.5%)
*$1,018,354.05 TO (43.5%)

ANY AND ALL OUTSTANDING MEDICAL BILLS NOT REFLECTED ON THIS SETTLEMENT

STATEMENT ARE THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CLIENT(S).

I HERE ove of the fo

P SONAL
EPRES ATIVE OF THE ESTATE

OF

DATE: - / - /8

JUS IN OSZ, ESQUIRE

MO LL LTERS, LLP

1855 Griffin Road
Dania Beach, FL 33004
Tax ID #
Counsel for

regoing

SURVIVING SPOUSE

MARIA O GARCIA

SEARCY NNEY SCAROLA
BARNHART & PLEY, P.A.

2130 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33409
561/686-6300
Tax ID #59-1720203



EXHIBIT D



morelli
aIters

June 1, 2018

Re: v.
File No.:

CLOSING STATEMENT ON
DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS RECEIVED INTO TRUST

TOTAL FUNDS RECEIVED INTO TRUST CONSISTING
OF ATTORNEY'S FEES AND COST REIMBURSEMENT

ONLY $ 388,288.84

LESS:

ATTORNEYS' FEES: Calculated at 33 1M % $ 385,989.99

Fees due to Morelli Alters, LLP (75%) $ 289,492.49

Fees due to Law Offices ofJonathat, A.
Keller, P.A. (25%) $ 96,497.50

TOTAL COSTS ADVANCED (See Attached) $ 2,834.12
Less Amount being Waived 535.27

COSTS REIMBURSEMENT $ 2,298.85

FUNDS REMAINING IN TRUST $ 0.00



June 1, 2018
Page 2

Continued............

I (WE) HEREBY approve of the foregoing closing statement.

DATE:

JONATHAN A. KELLER, ESQ. JUSTIN d. RdSZ, ESQ.
Law Offices of Jonathan A. Keller, P.A. MÓrelli Alters, LLP
1792 Bell Tower Lane 1855 Griffin Road

Weston, FL 33326 Suite C-470
(954) 385-5660 Dania Beach, FL 33004

(305) 571-5880
Tax 1. D.: 46-4249409



V. el al.
June 1.2018

Page 2

Continued............

1 (WE) HEREBY approve of the foregoing closing statement.

DATE:

. )NÁTHAN A. KELLER, ESQ. JU TIN EÍ hR SZ, ESQ.
I aw Offices of Jonathan A. Keller. P.A. Mdrelli Alters. LLP
1792 Bell Tower Lane 1855 Griffin Road

Weston, FL 33326 Suite C-470
(954) 385-5660 Dania Beach, FL 33004

(305) 57 I-5880

Tax I. D.: 46-4249409


