
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before a Referee) 

 
THE FLORIDA BAR    Supreme Court Case 
       No. SC14-100 
 Complainant, 
       The Florida Bar File 
v.       No. 2012-70, 199 (11P) 
 
JEREMY W. ALTERS 
 
 Respondent. 
_____________________________/ 
 

RESPONDENT’S EMERGENCY MOTION TO RELEASE 
FUNDS FROM TRUST AND TO MODIFY ORDER OF 
SUSPENSION REGARDING TRUST ACCOUNT AND FEE 
RECEIPT OVERSIGHT 

 
 Respondent, JEREMY W. ALTERS, moves this Court on an emergency 

basis to release funds to comply with a present settlement and to modify its Order 

of Suspension dated May 21, 2018 and states: 

1. The Order freezes Respondent’s trust accounts and requires Court 

approval for any disbursement or withdrawals.  It further provides that any fees 

received from the practice of law be deposited into a specified trust account and 

that Respondent notify the Bar of the receipt and location of such funds.  These 

restrictions are contained in sections “c” and “d” of the Order. 

2. The problem with these financial restrictions is that Alters currently 

practices law at Morelli Alters LLP, which is a separate and distinct entity from 
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Alters, Boldt, etc., n/k/a Alters Law Firm, P.A., and which was not the basis of any 

alleged or actual trust account issues. 

3.   On receipt of the Order, Alters made arrangements to meet with the 

account manager overseeing both Morelli Alters LLP and Alters Law Firm’s bank 

accounts, in order to remove Mr. Alters’ signatory authority from both firms’ trust 

accounts.  That has been done and shortly he will be off both trust accounts. 

However, new signature cards have to be fully executed before the bank will 

confirm he is off.  Once that confirmation arrives, we will promptly file it as a 

supplement to this motion. 

4. Currently, Justin Grosz is a shareholder of Alters Law Firm and is 

making arrangements to acquire Alters’ interest in the firm. He is making similar 

arrangements with respect to Morelli Alters LLP.  Mr. Grosz has signatory 

authority with respect to both trust accounts.1 

5. Morelli Alters LLP has recently settled several cases for which 

settlement funds are in varying stages of receipt.  Mr. Alters is not of record in, or 

involved with, these cases in any manner.  In particular, on Friday, May 18, 2018, 

Morelli Alters LLP received $250,000 into its trust account in settlement of one of 

                                                 
1 Moreover, an amendment to change the name of Alters Law Firm, P.A. to The Justin Grosz 
Firm, P.A. has been concurrently filed with the Florida Department of State, and a name change 
is imminent for Morelli Alters, LLP. 
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the cases.  This matter was referred to, and handled by, Justin Grosz, exclusively.  

A true copy of the proposed closing statement with names redacted is attached as 

Exhibit A.   

6. As reflected in Exhibit A, the client is entitled to immediate 

possession of his funds as are several third-party payees identified on the closing 

statement.  The firm is also entitled to its fees earned prior to Alters’ suspension 

and unrelated to it.   

7. The client on Exhibit A had previously been scheduled to meet with 

Mr. Grosz on Monday, May 21, 2018 to execute the closing statement and receive 

his proceeds; however, that meeting was canceled pending disposition of this 

motion. 

8. Over the course of the next ten (10) days, Morelli Alters LLP 

anticipates receipt of funds on the other recently settled matters.  Additionally, 

Alters Law Firm is still counsel of record on several major class action and mass 

tort cases and also receives a runoff of earned fees on several matters unconnected 

to Morelli Alters LLP.  Those funds are earmarked for operating, not trust.    

9. The May 21, 2018 Order is a conventional one that is not 

appropriately tailored to this case.  The issues with the trust account for Alters, 
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Boldt, etc., n/k/a Alters Law Firm, P.A., were rectified in 2011. The Bar conceded 

at oral argument that there have been no issues with Alters since.  That is a span 

of 7 years.  Moreover, those issues had nothing to do with and, in fact, even 

pre-dated the existence of Morelli Alters LLP. 

10. Since Alters will no longer be a signatory on any trust account, and 

since all trust funds of Alters Law Firm have been replenished for 7 years, there is 

no reason or justification for any restrictions to remain in place on Alters Law 

Firm trust account nor reason for any restriction as to the Morelli Alters LLP trust 

account or on both firms’ collection of their fees unimpeded by the restrictions in 

the Order.  

11. In the typical case of suspension, this Court is understandably 

concerned with safeguarding client funds and creating a fund (from earned fees) to 

be available to repay any trust account defalcations in the face of real time, 

contemporary harm and continued threats posed by a lawyer.  But that is 

manifestly not an issue here, as conceded by the Bar. 

12. The Bar has been provided with an earlier draft of this motion (in 

substantially the same form) in advance of its filing and has objected to the relief 

in its entirety, except it will agree to the disbursements on Exhibit A if it is 
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supplied a full accounting of every last detail, even though Morelli Alters had 

nothing to do with the issues in this case and there is not even a hint of anything 

inappropriate with respect to the Exhibit A settlement.  It is a conventional, run of 

the mill settlement not involving Alters.  The Bar’s position is contained in the 

email attached as Exhibit B.   

13.  The Bar’s position is nothing short of punitive, which is not the 

purpose of the disciplinary process. See Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions 

Standard 1.1 (comment) (“while sanctions imposed on lawyer obviously have a 

punitive aspect, nonetheless, it is not the purpose to impose such sanctions as 

punishment.”).  As already discussed, there is no policy reason or justification for 

keeping sections “c” and “d” of the Order in place in this case. The three purposes 

for lawyer discipline are to protect the public, discipline the lawyer and send a 

message to other lawyers. None of those purposes is advanced through essentially 

placing both law firms in de facto receivership when there is no current issue 

regarding firm finances or trust funds and has not been one involving Alters for 7 

years. 

 WHEREFORE, Alters requests the following relief on an expedited basis: 

a. an order permitting funds to be disbursed in accordance with 
the closing statement attached as Exhibit A, and further 
disbursements of anticipated settlement proceeds currently in 
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transit on several other matters; 
 

b. Modification of the Order to eliminate the trust account 
restrictions in section “c” upon written proof to the Bar and the 
Court that Alters has been removed as a signatory on the 
Morelli Alters and Alters Law Firm trust accounts; and  

 
c. Further lifting the restriction of section “d” requiring that all 

sums received from the practice of law be deposited into a 
specific account with notification to the Bar, as Morelli Alters 
and Alters Law Firm are not sole proprietorships of Jeremy 
Alters and there is no need to create a fund to repay any clients 
or third parties as all monies were replenished 7 years ago. 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent 

via email to: William Mulligan, wmulliga@flabar.org Bar Counsel, The Florida 

Bar, and Adria Quintela, aquintel@flabar.org Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar this 

22nd day of May, 2018.  

    YOUNG, BERMAN, KARPF & GONZALEZ, P.A.  
    Attorneys for Respondent  
    1101 Brickell Ave., Ste. 1400 N  
    Miami, Florida 33131 
    Tel. 305-945-1851 
    Direct: 305-377-2291 
    Fax: 786-219-1980 
    Email: aberman@ybkglaw.com  
 
 
    By: /s/ Andrew S. Berman        
     ANDREW S. BERMAN  
     Fla Bar No.: 370932 
 

mailto:wmulliga@flabar.org
mailto:aquintel@flabar.org
mailto:aberman@ybkglaw.com


EXHIBIT A



more}}i
alters

CLOSING STATEMENT

No: 2445

TOTAL RECOVERY: S250,000.00

LESS, ATTORNEY'S FEES DUE: $83,333.25
Per contract, the totalfee due) om this recovery is calctdated at 33 1/3%
Fees due to Moreill Ahers, LLP (75%) S62,500.00
Fees due to Law Offices ofJonathan A. Keller, P.A. (25%) S20,833.25

LESS, TOTAL COSTS: $3,524.45

See Exhibit A

LESS, FUNDS TO BE HELD IN TRUST FOR LIENS, BlLLS AND SUBROGATION CLAIMS: $89,570.23

s

S66,921.23

SS,250.00, reducedto S3,000.00

$3,211.35, reduced to $2,500.00

S5,983.00

SI80.00

S8,498.00

$2,488.00

Any remainingfunds, after resohttlon ofall liens, bills antisitbrogation clahns shall be disbursed to

*IMPORTANT - MUST READ BEFORE SIGNING*

By signing below anddirecting this disbursement, Mr. Murcia expressly

acknowledges that he has the sole responsibility to identifyand resolve all

debts, tiens andßnancial obligations ofanykind relatedorpertaining to

medical careprovidedin relation to injuries sustained in this auto accident. Further,

Bysigning below, fQg acceptsfidl responsibilityandreleases Morelli Alters LLP,

the Law Ofßces ofJonathan A. Keller, P.A. andeach oftheir respective owners, oßìcers and

employeesfrom anyandall responsibility with respect to sakt debts, tiens andfinancial obligations.

Ah> counsel has notprovidedme with tar advice, other than abising me to

seek tax advicefrom a quahpedperson, andI understand that my counsel

does notprovide advice concerning the tax consequences ofsettlements or

the recetyt ofsettlementftmds.

TOTAL NET TO CLIENT: S73,572.07

Dated this_day ofMay, 2018.

CLIENT MORELLI ALTERS LLP.

By: By:
Justin D. Grosz

By my signature above, I confirm I have
had the benefit ofan English-Spanish and
Spanish-English translation and explanation
of this document and its significance.

LAW OFFICES OF JONATHAN A. KELLER, P.A.

By:
Jonathan A. Keller



EXHIBIT B



Andrew Berman

From: Mulligan, William <WMulligan@floridabar.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 1:04 PM
To: Andrew Berman
Cc: Neadle, Eniler
Subject: RE: Alters

Mr. Berman,

In regard to the settlement monies related to the closing statement attached as Exhibit A to the draft emergency
motion, please provide the following information:

�042Copy of the retainer agreement for the representation;

�042Copy of check received for the settlement, including any correspondence or communications;

�042Copy of the deposit slip for this settlement check;

�042Copy of interim bank statement/screen shot from bank's website, reflecting the balance in the firm's trust
account as of yesterday (5/21/18);

�042Documentation to support the $3,524.45 deduction for costs;

�042Documentation to support each of the holdbacks for liens, bills and subrogation claims.

After we receive the aforementioned information, the Bar will determine if it can agree to the disbursement of these
funds. As to all of the other requests that you have made in the WHEREFORE clause, the Bar will oppose these
requests.

You may represent the.Bar's position as follows in your motion:

The Florida Bar has advised that they oppose the relief sought by Respondent in the instant motion. However, with
regard to the specific settlement funds referenced in Exhibit "A" to this motion, the Bar has requested additional
documentation prior to taking any position regarding this particular client.

From: Andrew Berman <ABerman@ybkglaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 11:54 AM
To: Mulligan, William <WMulligan@floridabar.org>
Subject: Alters

Bill, need to get it filed today because need to disburse to client. Please let me know bar's position. Thanks.



Andrew S. Berman, Esq.
Board Certified in Appellate Practice
Young, Berman, Karpf & Gonzalez, P.A.
1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1704
Miami, Florida 33131
Telephone (305) 945-1851
Direct (305) 377-2291
Fax (786) 219-1981
E-Mail: aberman@ybkglaw.com
Website: www.ybkglaw.com

YOUNG
BERMAN
KARPF&
GONZALEZ
Ai :onni vs ni t Aw

www.ybkglaw.com
Miami - Ft. Lauderdale

YoVNG, BERMAN. KARPF & GoNZALEZ, P.A. CoNFIDENTIALITYAND TAX NoTICE
The content and/or attachments within this e-mail may be confidential or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, distribution or copying of this e-mail or any information contained therein is strictly prohlbited. This e-mail may not be forwarded without our express
written consent. If you have received this e-mail in error, please reply and notify us immediately.The information contained herein does not constitute tax advice nor
should it be relied upon for any tax purpose.

Please note: Florida has very broad public records laws. Many written communications to or from The Florida Bar
regarding Bar business may be considered public records, which must be made available to anyone upon request. Your
e-mail communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure.
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