
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA
(Before a Referee)

THE FLORIDA BAR 
Supreme Court Case No. SC14-100

    
Complainant,

v. 
JEREMY W. ALTERS

Respondent.
_____________________/

AMENDED MOTION TO TAX ATTORNEY’ S FEES AND
 COSTS AND TO AMEND THIS MOTION  

Respondent, Jeremy Alters, moves this Court to tax attorneys’ fees and  costs

against the Bar and to amend this motion and states:

Costs

1. Rule 3-7.6(q)(4) provides that when the Bar is unsuccessful in the

prosecution of a particular matter, the referee may assess the respondent’s costs

against the Bar in the event there was no justiciable issue of law or fact raised

by the Bar.

2. The Bar was unsuccessful in proving a Rule 4-8.(c) violation. The Bar

was also unable to prove that Alters misappropriated or directed others to

00287374. 1 /Font=6

Filing # 49951945 E-Filed 12/13/2016 10:59:30 AM
R

E
C

E
IV

E
D

, 1
2/

13
/2

01
6 

11
:0

3:
26

 A
M

, C
le

rk
, S

up
re

m
e 

C
ou

rt



misappropriate any trust account funds or that he engaged in fraud, deceit or

misrepresentation.   Those are “particular matter[s]” contemplated by the rule.

3. To establish the lack of justiciability, after the emergency suspension

hearing this Referee found that the Bar would be unlikely to prove misappropriation,

but two years later the Bar endeavored to do so anyway, to no avail.  

4. Alters expended the following costs to successfully repel the Bar’s

efforts to convict him of misappropriation using perjured testimony and fake

evidence:

a. Cyber Dilligence, Inc. (Yalkin Demirkaya): $25,471.65
$35,000.00
$  2,000 (De Clercq)
$50,557.60

b. Slattery Associates (polygrapher) $1,000 (first test)
$1,200 (Bar questions)
$1,500 (trial attend)
$116,729.25

5. There were no justiciable issues of law or fact as to the misappropriation

issue because the Bar relied upon false testimony and fake evidence from the

beginning and throughout the case.  It was on actual notice that Boldt drafted the self

reporting letter to the Bar, but forged on nonetheless against Alters, and let Boldt off

the hook. As a result Alters was forced to hire his own experts who proved

conclusively that Kimberly Boldt was untruthful, the emails and her draft letters were
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authentic (where she admitted culpability for the very transgressions for which Alters

was prosecuted), and that Mark Salpeter fabricated text messages.  Their untruthful

presentations followed that of Carlos Ruga, the Bar’s former auditor, who admitting

at the emergency suspension hearing that he had no factual basis in his affidavit to the

Supreme Court that Alters authorized any improper trust account transfers.  The Bar

was thus put on notice four years ago that it had no case, but elected to move forward

anyway, pushing for disbarment, truth be damned.  From the beginning, the Bar’s 

case was infected with false testimony and evidence of which it had actual

knowledge.

Attorneys’ Fees

6. A court always has the inherent power to tax fees and costs as an adjunct

to the exercise of its jurisdiction.  Moakley v. Smallwood, 826 So.2d 221 (Fla.

2002)(in appropriate circumstances, court has inherent power to award fees and costs

even if no statute or rule permits it, particularly where actions taken in bad faith). 

Here, it is obvious to any impartial observer that the Bar was never interested in truth

or justice, only a disbarment of Alters.  The Referee has the power to remedy that

kind of abuse with an award pursuant to its inherent powers.   The fees and costs can

be proven at a subsequent hearing and Alters requests the Referee defer the fee
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presentation to a later date, which is typical when entitlement first must be

established.  The points argued in paragraph 5, above, apply with equal vigor here.

WHEREFORE, Alters moves for an award of costs of $116,729.25 in costs

plus an award of attorneys fees.  

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was sent
via e-mail to: William Mulligan, wmulliga@glabar.org Bar Counsel, and
aquintel@flabar.org, Chief Bar Counsel on this 1  day of December, 2016.st

YOUNG, BERMAN, KARPF & GONZALEZ, P.A.
Attorneys for Respondent
1001 Brickell Bay Drive, Suite 1704
Miami, Florida 33131
Tel. 305-945-1851
Direct: 305-377-2291
Fax: 786-219-1980
Email: aberman@ybkglaw.com

By: /s/ Andrew S. Berman          
ANDREW S. BERMAN
Fla. Bar No.: 370932

00287374. 1 /Font=6

mailto:wmulliga@glabar.org
mailto:aquintel@flabar.org,

