
RICK ScoTT
GOVERNOR

January 19, 2018

O

Warden Barry Reddish
Florida State Prison
7819 N.W. 228th gtreet

p Raiford, Florida 32026-1000

Re: Execution Date for Eric Scott Branch, DC#313067

O Dear Warden Reddish:

Enclosed is the death warrant to carry out the sentence of Eric Scott Branch, as
well as a certified copy of his judgment and sentence. I have designated the week
beginning at 12:00 noon on Monday, February 19, 2018, through 12:00 noon on Monday,
February 26, 2018, for the execution. I have been advised that you have set the date and
time of execution for Thursday, February 22, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.

This letter is incorporated into and made a part of the death warrant identified
above.

Sincerely,

Rick Scott

Governor

Enclosures

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA32399 �042(850) 717-9249



Warden Barry Reddish

January 19, 2018
Page 2

cc:

Honorable Jorge Labarga Robert S. Friedman, Esquire
Chief Justice Capital Collateral Regional Counsel -
Supreme Court of Florida North

500 South Duval Street 1004 DeSoto Park Drive
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Honorable Linda L. Nobles Julia McCall, Coordinator

Chief Judge, First Judicial Círcuit Office of Executive Clemency
M.C. Blanchard Judicial Building 4070 Esplanade Way
190 Governmental Center Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2450
Pensacola, Florida 32502

Secretary Julie Jones Eric Scott Branch, DC#313067
Department of Corrections Union Correctional Institution
501 South Calhoun Street 7819 NW 228th Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500 Raiford, Florida 32026-4400

Carolyn Snurkowski

Assistant Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
The Capitol, PL-01
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001



STATE OF FLORIDA

PAM BONDI
ATTORNEY GENERAL

January 19, 2018

The Honorable Rick Scott
Governor
The Capitol
Talla h assee, Florida 32399-0001

RE: Eric Scott Branch

Dear Governor Scott:

Eric Scott Branch was found guilty of one count of first degree murder on March 10,
1994, for the January 11, 1993, first-degree murder of a young female college student in
Escambia County, Florida. He was sentenced to death for the murder on May 3, 1994,
by the trial coud, following the jury's 10-2 death recommendation for the murder. He
was also convicted and sentenced for sexual battery of the female victim and grand
theft of the victim's automobile. The Florida Supreme Court, on direct appeal, affirmed
Branch's convictions and sentences on November 21, 1996, in Branch v, State, 685
So.2d 1250 (Fla. 1996), cert. denied, Branch v. Florida, 520 U.S. 1218 (1997).

On May 7, 1998, Branch filed his initial motion for post-conviction relief. That motion
was subsequently amended in 2003 and denied by the state trial court on December 30,
2004. The Florida Supreme Court affirmed the trial court's denial of relief in Branch v.
State, 952 So.2d 470 (Fla. 2006). His state petition for writ of habeas corpus filed in the
Florida Supreme Court on August 31, 2005, was denied in Branch v. McDonough, 952
So.2d 470 (Fla. 2006).

Branch filed his federal petition for writ of habeas corpus in the U.S. District Court for
the Middle District of Florida, on March 28, 2007. The federal court, on March 30, 2010,
denied all relief in Branch v. McDonough, 779 F.Supp.2d 1309 (N.D. Fla. 2010). His
subsequent appeal to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, filed on April 19, 2010, was
affirmed in Branch v. Secretary, Dept. of Corrections, 638 F.3d 1353 (11th Cir. 2011),
cert. denied, Branch v. Tucker, 565 U.S. 1248 (2012).
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Branch filed several pro se successive post-conviction motions for disclosure of
evidence and DNA testing in the state trial court which were denied on April 4, 2013.
The Florida Supreme Court dismissed the appeals of those denials on November 6,
2013, in Branch v. State, 130 So.3d 691 (Fla. 2013) (Table).

He then sought further successive review in the federal district court in a 42 U S.C.
§1983 challenge as to Florida's counsel appointment system which was denied
November 11, 2014, based upon a statute of limitations ground. The Eleventh Circuit
Court of Appeals affirmed the federal district court's denial of review in Branch v.
Secretary, Dept. of Corrections, 608 Fed.Appx. 912 (11th Cir. 2015).

On April 11, 2014, Branch filed a second post-conviction motion for DNA testing which
was denied August 17, 2015. An appeal followed in the Florida Supreme Court, which
affirmed the trial court's denial of relief in Branch v. State, 2016 WL 4182823, (Fla. Aug.
8, 2016).

On June 30, 2016, Branch filed in the trial court, yet another post-conviction motion
which was amended on April 3, 2017, regarding a Hurst claim. The trial court denied
relief on July 12, 2017. He appealed on August 14, 2017, to the Florida Supreme Court
in case number SC17-1509, and, on September 27, 2017, the court issued an order to
show cause asking Branch, on or before October 17, 2017, to address the following:
"why the trial court's order should not be affirmed in light of this Court's decision in
Hitchcock v. State, SC17-445." Branch's latest motion is currently pending disposition.

The record has been reviewed and there are no stays of execution issued by any court
of competent jurisdiction in this cause. Based upon the above-referenced summary of
litigation affirming the judgments and sentences of death imposed for first-degree
murder, the record is legally sufficient to support the issuance of a death warrant.

Sincerely,

Pam Bond
Attorney General



DEATH WARRANT
STATE OF FLORIDA

WHEREAS, ERIC SCOTT BRANCH, on or about the 11th day of January, 1993,

murdered Susan Morris; and

WHEREAS, ERIC SCOTT BRANCH, on the 10th day of March, 1994, was found

guilty of first degree murder, sexual battery, and grand theft, and on the 3rd day of May,

1994, was sentenced to death for the murder of Susan Morris; and

WHEREAS, on the 21st day of November, 1996, the Supreme Court of Florida

affirmed the convictions and death sentence of ERIC SCOTT BRANCH; and

WHEREAS, on the 31st day of August, 2006 the Supreme Court of Florida affirmed

the trial court order denying ERIC SCOTT BRANCH's Motion for Postconviction Relief, and

on the same day also denied his Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus; and

WHEREAS, on the 30th day of March, 2010, the United States District Court for the

Northern District of Florida denied ERIC SCOTT BRANCH's federal Petition for Writ of

Habeas Corpus, which denial was affirmed by the United States Court of Appeals for the

Eleventh Circuit on the 21st day of April, 2011; and

WHEREAS, further postconviction motions and petitions filed by ERIC SCOTT

BRANCH have been denied, and affirmed on appeal; and

WHEREAS, executive clemency for ERIC SCOTT BRANCH, as authorized by Article

IV, Section 8(a), of the Florida Constitution, was considered pursuant to the Rules of

Executive Clemency, and it has been determined that executive clemency is not

appropriate; and

WHEREAS, attached hereto is a certified copy of the record of the conviction and

sentence pursuant to section 922.052, Florida Statutes

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICK SCOTT, as Governor of the State of Florida and

pursuant to the authority and responsibility vested in me by the Constitution and Laws of

Florida, do hereby issue this warrant, directing the Warden of the Florida State Prison to

cause the sentence of death to be executed upon ERIC SCOTT BRANCH, in accord with



the provisions of the Laws of the State of Florida.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Great Seal of the State of Florida to be
affixed at Tallahassee, the Capital, this

. 19th day of January, 2018.

GOVERNOR

ATTEST:

SECRETARY OF TATE



Probation Violator In the Circuit Court, FIRST Judicial Circuit,

Community Control ViolatoP in and for ESCAMBIA County, Florida

Retrial ElM 3 2 L49 Division

Resentence '^ Case Number 9 3-870CFA3-01

Sme of Florida

NSTRUMENT 00131430
ERIC SCOIT BRANCH

Defendant

The defendant, ERIC SCOIT BRANCH , being personally befom this com
represented by J. Allbritton , the attorney of record, and the state
represented by M. Patterson , andhaving

been ined and found guilty by jury/bywmreof the following crime(s)

_ entered a plea of guilty to the following crime(s)

___ entered a plea of noto contendere to the following crime(s)

Offense

Statute Degree OBTS
Count Crime Number(s) of Crime Case Number Number

1 FIRST DEGREE MURDER 782.04 CF

2 SEXUAL BA'ITERY 794.011(3) LF

3 GRAND THEFT AUID 812.014hl) F3

EMRfD TO BE A T flUE COPY

MTNES8 MY mun r

WE L.EE MAGAHA CLE

and no cause ing shown why the defendant should not be adjudicated guilty, IT IS ORDERED THAT the
defendant is hereby ADJUDICATED GUILTY of the above crime(s).

and pursuant to section 943.325, Florida Statutes, having been convicted of attempts or offenses relating to
sexual battery (ch. 794) or lewd and lascivious conduct (ch. 800) the defendant shall be required to submit
blood specimens.

and good cause being shown; IT IS ORDERED THAT ADJUDICATION OF GUILT BE WITHHELD.
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OR Bk3583 Pg0983
StateofFlonda INSTRUMENT 00131430
V.

ERIC SCOIT BRANCH

Defendant Case Number

ME sEE #EEMtMEK6EHMMEN1REFíWE
1. Rie,htThumb 2. RightIndex 3. RightMiddle 4. RightRing 5. RightLittle

6. Left '11 umb 7. Left Index 8. Left Middle 9. Left R ng 10. Left Little

Fingerprints taken by: ty10Ñ(4 Me9 p
Name Title

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing are the fingerprints of the
defendant, ERIC N BRANCH , and that they were placed thereon by the defendant
in my presence in open court this date.

DONE AND ORDERED in open court in NM County, Florida,
this 3rd day of MAY , 19 94

B
Judge

Page 2 of 2



Defendant ERIC SCOIT BRANCH Case # 93-870 OBTS #

(As to Count ) INSTRUMENT 00131430

The defendant, being personally before this court, accompanied by the defendant's attorney of record,
, and having been adjudicated guilty herein, and the court having given the defendant

an opportunity to be heard and to offer matters in mitigation of sentence, and to show cause why the defendant should not
be sentenced as provided by law, and no cause being shown

(Check one if applicable.)

_ and the Court having on deferred imposition of sentence until this date
(date)

__. and the Court having previously entered a judgement in this case on now resentences
the defendant (date)

_ and the Court having placed the defendant on probation/community control and having subsequently revoked
the defendant's probation/community control.

It Is The Sentence Of The Court that:

The defendant pay a fine of $ , pursuant to section 775.083, Florida Statutes, plus $
as the 5% surcharge required by section 960.25, Florida Statutes.

The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Department of Corrections.

_ The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Sheriff of Escambia County, Florida.

_ The defendant is sentenced as a youthful offender in accordance with section 958.04, Florida Statutes.

To Be Imprisoned (Check one; unrnarked sections are inapplicable.):

_ For a term of natural life.

For a term of DEATH PENALTY IMPOSIp

,,_._ Said SENTENCE SUSPENDED for a period of subject to conditions set forth in
this order.

If "split" sentence, complete the appropriate paragraph.

_ Followed by a period of on probation/community control under the supervision of the
Department of Corrections according to the terms and conditions of supervision set forth in a separate order entered
herem.

_ However, after serving a period of imprisonment in , the balance
of the sentence shall be suspended and the defendant shall be placed on probation/community control for a period of

. _. under supervision of the Department of Corrections according to
the terms and conditions of probation/community control set forth in a separate order entered herein.

In the event the defendant is ordered to serve additional split sentences, all incarceration portions shall be satisfied before
the defendant begms service of supervision terms.
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Defendant ERIC. SCOIT BRANCH Case # 93-870 OBTS #

. M OR Bt3583 Pg0985
INSTitUMENT 0013143

(As to Count 2

The defendant, being personally before this court, accompanied by the defendant's attorney of record,
, and having been adjudicated guilty herein, and the court having given the defendant

an opportunity to be heard and to offer matters in mitigation of sentence, and to show cause why the defendant should not
be sentenced as provided by law, and no cause being shown

(Check one if applicable.)

_ and the Court having on deferred imposition of sentence until this date
(date)

_ and the Court having previously entered a judgement in this case on now resentences
the defendant (date)

_ and the Court having placed the defendant on probation/community control and having subsequently revoked
the defendant's probation/community control.

It Is The Sentence Of The Court that:

__. The defendant pay a fine of $ , pursuant to section 775.083, Florida Statutes, plus $
as the 5% surcharge required by section 960.25, Florida Statutes.

The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Department of Corrections.

..._ The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Sheriff of Escambia County, Florida.

_ The defendant is sentenced as a youthful offender in accordance with section 958.04, Florida Statutes.

To Be Imprisoned (Check one; unrnarked sections are inapplicable.):

For a term of natural life.

For a term of LIFE. IMPRISONMENT COIgSECUTIVE 'lO CT. 1

_ Said SENTENCE SUSPENDED for a period of subject to conditions set forth inthis order.

If "split" sentence, complete the appropriate paragraph.

__ Followed by a period of on probation/community control under the supervision of the
Department of Corrections according to the terms and conditions of supervision set forth in a separate order entered
herem.

_ However, after serving a period of imprisonment in the balance
of the sentence shall be suspended and the defendant shall be placed on probation/community control for a period of

under supervision of the Department of Corrections according to
the terms and conditions of probation/community control set forth in a separate order entered herein.

In the event the defendant is ordered to serve additional split sentences, all incarceration portions shall be satisfied before
the defendant begins service of supervision terms.
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Defendant ERIC SCOIT BRANCH Case # 93-870 OBTS #

SENÈËÑÜE w OR Bk3583.Pg0986
iNSTRUntENT 00131430

(As to Count 3

The defendant, being personally before this court, accompanied by the defendant's attorney of record,
, and having been adjudicated guilty herein, and the court having given the defendant

an opportunity to be heard and to offer matters in mitigation of sentence, and to show cause why the defendant should not
e sentenced as provided by law, and no cause being shown

(Check one if applicable.)

_ and the Coud having on deferred imposition of sentence until this date
(date)

- and the Court having previously entered a judgement in this case on now resentences

(date)

- and the Cou aving laced the defendant on probation/community control and having subsequently revoked

It Is The Sentence Of The Court that:

.._ The defendant pay a fine of $ , pursuant to section 775.083, Florida Statutes, plus $
as the 5% surcharge required by section 960.25, Florida Statutes.

The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Department of Corrections.

_,_ The defendant is hereby committed to the custody of the Sheriff of Escambia County, Florida.

.._,,, The defendant is sentenced as a youthful offender in accordance with section 958.04, Florida Statutes.

To Be Irnprisoned (Check one; unmarked sections are inapplicable.):
_., For a term of natural life.

For a term of 5 years, consecutive to Ct. 2

___ Said SENTENCE SUSPENDED for a period of
this order, subject to conditions set forth in

If "split" sentence, complete the appropriate paragraph.

Followed by a period of- D On Probation/community control under the supervision of the
e rtment of Corrections according to the terms and conditions of supervision set forth in a separate order entered

..._... However, after serving a period of imprisonment in

of the sentence shall be suspended and the defendant shall be placed on probation/community control for a io of

the terms and conditions of probation/community n r I set f in s pa e o d r e er eerct ons according to

the defendant beg ns e upe e additional split sentences, all incarceration portions shall be satisfied before
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Defendant ERIC SCOIT BRANCH Case Number 93-870

SPECTA T. PROVISIONS
. NSTRtitAENT 00131430

(As to Count 3

By appropriate notation, the following provisions apply to the sentence imposed:

Mandatory/Minimum Provisions:

Firearm

Drug Trafficking

Controlled Substance
Within 1,000 Feet of School

Habitual Felony Offender

Habitual Violent

Felony Offender

Law Enforcement
Protection Act

Capital Offense

Short-Barreled Rifle,
Shotgun, Machine Gun

Continuing
Criminal Enterprise

_._ It is further ordered that the 3-year minimum imprisonment provisions of section
775.087(2), Florida Statutes, is hereby imposed for the sentence specified in this
count.

__ It is further ordered that the mandatory minimum imprisonment
provisions of section 893.135(1), Florida Statutes, is hereby imposed for the
sentence specified in this count.

...._ 'It is further ordered that the 3-year minimum imprisonment provisions of section
893.13(1)(c)1, Florida Statutes, is hereby imposed for the sentence specified in this
count.

The defendant is adjudicated a habitual felony offender and has been sentenced to an
extended term in accordance with the provisions of section 775.084(4)(a), Florida
Statutes ne requisite findings by the court are set forth in a separate order or stated
on the record in open court.

_ The defendant is adjudicated a habitual violent felony offender and has been sentenced
to an extended term in accordance with the provisions of section 775.084(4)(b),
Florida Stamtes. A minimum term of year(s) must be served prior
to release. He requisite findings of the court are set forth in a separate order or
stated on the record in open court.

_ It is further ordered that the defendant shall serve a minimum of years before
release in accordance with section 775.0823, Florida Statutes.

_ It is further ordered that the defendant shall serve no less than 25 years in accordance
with the provisions of section 775.082(1), Florida Statutes.

_ It is further ordered that the 5-year minimum provisions of section 790.221(2), Florida
Statutes, are hereby imposed for the sentence specified in this count.

__ It is further ordered that the 25-year minimum sentence provisions of section 893.20,
Florida Statutes, are hereby imposed for the sentence specified in this count.

Other Provisions:

Retention of Jurisdiction _._ The court retains jurisdiction over the defendant pursuant to section 947.16(3),
Florida Statutes (1983).

Jail Credit It is further ordered that the defendant shall be allowed a total of 328 days
as credit for time incarcerated before imposition of this sentence.

Prison Credit __.... It is funhet ordered that the defendant be allowed credit for all time previously

served on this count in the Department of Corrections prior to resentencing.
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Defendant ERIC SCOIT BRANCH CaseNumber 93-870 Dá MM 88
inoinwanï v lúl4Ga

Other Provisions, continued:

Consecutive/Concurrent _ It is further ordered that the sentence imposed for this count shall run
As To Other Counts (check one)_consecutive to_ concurrent

with the sentence set forth in count of this case.

Consecutive/Concurrent . _ It is further ordered that the composite term of all sentences imposed for the counts
As To Other Convictions specified in this order shall run

(check one)_consecutive to __ concurrent
with the following:
(check one)

_._ any active sentence being served.

__ specific sentences:

In the event the above sentence is to the Department of Corrections, the Sheriff of ESCMBIA
County, Morida, is hereby ordered and directed to deliver the defendant to the Department of Corrections at the facility
designated by the department together with a copy of this judgment and sentence and any other documents specified by
Florida Statute.

The defendant in open court was advised of the right to appeal from this sentence by filing notice of appeal within
30 days from this date with the clerk of this cotut and the defendant's right to the assistance of counsel in taking the appeal
at the expense of the State on showing of indigency.

In imposing the above sentence, the court further recommends

DONE AND ORDERED in open court at ESCMBIA County, Bo
this 3rd day of MAY , 19 94

lástrument 00131430 -
Filed and recorded in the
public records
MAY 27 1994
at 02i�5408P.M.

and record verified

MPI
Escamb ounty,
Florida
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