
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE SUPREME  COURT OF FLORIDA
  

THE FLORIDA BAR,  

Complainant, 
 

v.  

PETER JOHN MACKEY,  

Respondent.  

Supreme Court Case No.
 
SC-


The Florida Bar File Nos. 

2014-10,338 (12C); and 

2015-10,564 (12C) 

___________________________/ 

COMPLAINT 

The Florida Bar, Complainant, files  this  Complaint against Peter John  

Mackey, Respondent, pursuant to  the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar and  

alleges:  

1.  Respondent  is, and at all  times  mentioned in the Complaint was, a 

member of The Florida Bar, admitted on January 23, 1987, and  is  subject to the 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Florida.  

2.  Respondent resided and  practiced law in  Manatee  County, Florida, at  

all  times  material.  

3.  The Twelfth  Circuit Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee “C”  found  

probable cause to file this complaint  pursuant  to Rule 3-7.4, of the Rules  

Regulating The Florida Bar, and  this complaint has been approved by the presiding  

member of that committee.  
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COUNT I:  TFB FILE NO. 2014-10,338 (12C) 
 

4.  Paragraphs 1 through 3 are re-alleged and incorporated herein  by  

reference.  

5.  In 2012, Respondent  represented a subcontractor who filed a claim of 

lien against a homeowner.  

6.  Dana J. Watts (“Watts”) represented  the homeowner.  

7.  On February 6, 2013, all  parties and counsel met at Respondent’s  

office for a settlement conference.  

8.  During  the meeting, Watts stated that  if a settlement wasn’t reached, 

he would  proceed to trial with a counterclaim for fraudulent  lien.  

9.  Respondent replied in the presence of the parties “You haven’t  tried a 

case in years; everyone knows it.”   

10.  Watts set the  deposition  of the subcontractor on September 5, 2013.  

11.  On September 4, 2013, Respondent’s  secretary sent  an email  

requesting Watts sign a stipulation  to Respondent’s withdrawal  as counsel, with  no  

explanation provided.  

12.  Watts initially declined to sign  the stipulation as it would delay the 

deposition that was  scheduled for the next  day.  

13.  Later that day, Respondent’s secretary told Watts’ secretary that the 

withdrawal was due to Respondent being  terminated by his client.  
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14.  At 5:05 pm, Respondent  sent an email to  Watts stating, “It is my 
 

understanding that you will not sign the stipulation as to a withdrawal and  that you  

will  not  postpone tomorrow’s deposition.  My client has terminated my services, as  

of this morning.  If you  desire to continue to act as you are,  fine; I pretty  much  

expect that  of you.  However, Skip Shipley will  not  have an attorney there and the 

deposition should be canceled, as a courtesy to Mr. Shipley.  Is that  a foreign  

concept  to you?”  

15.  Watts replied “Got fired again?   Typical for you.  I cancelled the  

depo.  Your stip  is coming.”  

16.  Respondent replied: “Really?   You…the sole practitioner that  does  

mediations because you  don’t have enough work?   You’re a wimp  Dana…and all  

the men’s  men know it.  You wouldn’t dare say something  like that  to me face.  

Come on…write something  back…it’s  the cowardly way to act…you know and  so  

do I, you’re a coward.”  

17.  Watts replied “I will not stoop to your level and dignify  your utterance 

with a response.  The Bar might though.”  

18.  Respondent replied, “We actually were all  here waiting for such  a 

response…you act like a jerk and then  get  up  on your high horse…that’s what we 

expected.  Truth is the truth though Dana.”  
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19.  On September 24, 2013, Watts submitted  a complaint against
  

Respondent with The Florida Bar.  

20.  On October 11,  2013, The Florida Bar sent  a letter  to Respondent  

requesting his response  to Watts’ accusations.  

21.  In his response, Respondent  blamed and  disparaged Mr. Watts as  

follows:     

A.  “Mr. Watts acted like a complete jerk (as I said in my e-mail) 

and he considers  himself to be a trial attorney?”  

B.  “Of course I was mad at Mr. Watts; what red blooded trial  

attorney wouldn’t be mad at such cowardly and  discourteous conduct?”; and  

C.  “In  my opinion, as I said  in my e-mail, Mr. Watts is, in fact, a 

coward and  he needs  to  take a  course in etiquette.”  

22.  In his response, Respondent  implied his  conduct was warranted and  

failed  to  acknowledge his lack  of professionalism.  

23.  By reason  of the foregoing, Respondent has violated the following  

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar:   4-8.4 (a) (A lawyer shall  not  violate or attempt  

to  violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist  or induce another to  

do  so, or do so  through the acts  of another); and  4-8.4(d)  (A lawyer shall not  

engage in conduct  in  connection with the practice of law that is  prejudicial  to  the 

administration of justice, including to  knowingly, or through callous  indifference, 
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disparage, humiliate, or discriminate against  litigants, jurors, witnesses, court
  

personnel, or other lawyers).  

COUNT II:  TFB FILE NO. 2015-10,564 (12C)  

24.  Paragraphs 1 through 3 are re-alleged and incorporated herein  by  

reference.  

25.  Respondent was  the attorney of record for the wife in  a dissolution  of 

marriage case in the circuit court of Manatee County, Florida.  

26.  Charles Michael Kelly (“Kelly”) was the attorney of record for the 

husband.  

27.  On December 16, 2014, Respondent’s law firm sent an email to Kelly  

advising they had received  the Magistrate’s order awarding attorney’s fees to the 

wife and requesting payment by December 19, 2014.  

28.  Kelly’s paralegal responded to the email saying “Mr. Faulconer is  

considering his  options and our office will be back  in  touch.”  

29.  Respondent replied “I'll  help you  out with  Mr. Faulconer's  options:  

Our office closes today until New Years. If I get  back to the office and there  is  not  

a check for full payment  in the mailbox, we will make another motion  that  day and  

seek additional fees. If you think that my law firm  will stand by and not  get this  

money, perhaps you  do  not  us [sic] too well.  By the way, your performance at  the 
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contempt hearing was less  than adequate;  are you sure you want to get back in the 


sandbox?”  

30.  On December 23, 2014, Kelly filed a complaint  to The Florida Bar 

regarding Respondent’s statements.  

31.  On January 14, 2015, The Florida Bar sent  a letter  to Respondent  

requesting his response  to Kelly’s accusations.  

32.  Respondent’s response  included  the following  unprofessional  

comments:   

A.  “Almost unbelievably, Mr. Kelly submitted a response to Ms. 

Faulconer’s Motion for Contempt.”;  

B.  “Among other things, Mr. Kelly did  not even have the common  

sense and/or courtroom etiquette to  stand up when addressing the Court  

during  the entire hearing.”;  

C.  “My email of December 23, 2014, was not disparaging, it was  

truthful.”;  

D.  “My reference to  the sandbox  is a common reference among  

attorneys  as to  being in  the courtroom.  I should  not have to coddle someone 

like Mr. Kelly.”; and  
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E.  “Mr. Kelly’s Complaint should  be no-caused.  It is  nothing
  

more than whining and he should  be ashamed of himself for causing me to  

have to respond  to  such a petty grievance.”   

33.  In his response, Respondent  implies his conduct was warranted and  

fails  to acknowledge his lack  of professionalism.  

34.  By reason  of the foregoing, Respondent has violated the following  

Rules Regulating The Florida Bar:   4-8.4 (a) (A lawyer shall  not  violate or attempt  

to  violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist  or induce another to  

do  so, or do so  through the acts  of another); and  4-8.4(d)  (A lawyer shall not  

engage in conduct  in  connection with the practice of law that is  prejudicial  to  the 

administration of justice, including to  knowingly, or through callous  indifference, 

disparage, humiliate, or discriminate against  litigants, jurors, witnesses, court  

personnel, or other lawyers)  

WHEREFORE, The Florida Bar prays Respondent will  be appropriately  

disciplined in accordance with the provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida 

Bar as amended.  
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Jodi Anderson Thompson, Bar Counsel 

The Florida Bar 

Tampa Branch Office 

4200 George J. Bean Parkway, Suite 2580 

Tampa, Florida 33607-1496 

(813) 875-9821 

Primary E-Mail Address: 

jthompso@floridabar.org 

Secondary E-Mail Addresses: 

ahendricks@floridabar.org 

tampaoffice@floridabar.org 

Florida Bar No. 930180 

Adria E. Quintela 

Staff Counsel 

The Florida Bar 

Lakeshore Plaza II, Suite 130 

1300 Concord Terrace 

Sunrise, Florida 33323 

(954) 835-0233 

Florida Bar No. 897000 

aquintel@flabar.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
  

I certify that this Formal Complaint has been E-filed with The Honorable 

John A. Tomasino, Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida using the E-Filing 

Portal; and that a copy has been furnished by regular U.S. Mail and via certified 

mail No. 7016 0750 0000 3623 7249, return receipt requested, to Peter John 

Mackey, Respondent, to his record Bar address of Mackey Law Group, P.A., 1402 

3rd Avenue W., Bradenton, Florida 34205-7505, and via electronic mail to his 

record Bar email address of pmackey@mackeylaw.com; with a copy to Adria E. 

Quintela, Staff Counsel, to her primary designated e-mail address of 

aquintela@floridabar.org, on this 21st day of March, 2017. 

Adria E. Quintela 

Staff Counsel 
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NOTICE OF TRIAL COUNSEL AND  DESIGNATION  OF PRIMARY 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS  

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the trial counsel in this matter is Jodi 

Anderson Thompson, Bar Counsel, whose address, telephone number, and primary 

and secondary email address are The Florida Bar, Tampa Branch Office, 4200 

George J. Bean Parkway, Suite 2580, Tampa, Florida 33607-1496, (813) 875-

9821, jthompso@floridabar.org (primary), ahendricks@floridabar.org (secondary), 

and tampaoffice@floridabar.org (secondary). Respondent need not address 

pleadings, correspondence, etc. in this matter to anyone other than trial counsel and 

to Adria E. Quintela, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, Lakeshore Plaza II, 1300 

Concord Terrace, Suite 130, Sunrise, Florida 33323, aquintela@floridabar.org. 
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MANDATORY  ANSWER NOTICE 
 

RULE 3-7.6(h)(2), RULES OF DISCIPLINE, EFFECTIVE MAY 20, 2004, 

PROVIDES THAT A RESPONDENT SHALL ANSWER A COMPLAINT. 

11
 


