
IN THE SUPREME COURT IN AND FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA  
 

Case No.:  SC08-1569 
 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF  
THE STATE OF FLORIDA; AND  

VOTE YES ON 5 FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF, INC., 
 

Petitioners, 
 

vs. 
 

BEVERLY SLOUGH, ET AL., 
 

Respondents 
 
 
 

FLORIDA TAXWATCH’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE AMICUS 
CURIAE BRIEF 

 
 
 

Pursuant to Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.370, Florida TaxWatch 

Research Institute, Inc. (d/b/a Florida TaxWatch) moves for leave to file an 

Amicus Curiae brief in support of the respondents in this matter.  In support of this 

motion, Florida TaxWatch states as follows:  

1. Florida TaxWatch is a statewide, nonpartisan, nonprofit research institute 

that over its 29-year history has served as the watchdog of citizens’ tax dollars.  Its 

purpose is to provide the citizens of Florida and public officials with high quality, 

independent research and education on government revenues, expenditures, 

taxation, public policies, and programs.  The three-pronged mission of Florida 



TaxWatch is to improve taxpayer value, government accountability, and citizens’ 

understanding of and constructive participation in their government.  Florida 

TaxWatch is the only statewide organization devoted entirely to Florida taxing and 

spending issues.    

Interest of Florida TaxWatch 

2. The questions to be addressed by this Honorable Court are whether the 

ballot title and summary of Amendment 5 fairly inform the voter, in clear and 

unambiguous language, of the chief purpose of the amendment and whether the 

language of the title and summary misleads the public.  This issue is of substantial 

importance to Florida TaxWatch because of the organization’s specified mission of 

improving citizen understanding about taxation and fiscal policy, which includes 

ensuring that the voters of Florida are adequately and accurately informed about 

the implications of proposed tax policy changes when they are taken directly to the 

public through referenda.   

3. Additionally, Florida TaxWatch has closely followed the work of the 

Taxation and Budget Reform Commission (hereinafter “the Commission”) since its 

original creation in 1988, in which Florida TaxWatch had a significant role.  

Florida TaxWatch conducted extensive study and published analyses of many of 

the proposals that appeared before the most recent Commission and continues to 

study and explain to the public the seven proposed constitutional amendments that 



were the result of the Commission’s work.  In fact, the Commission itself, and its 

individual members, repeatedly requested Florida TaxWatch information and 

analysis on a variety of issues that came before the Commission. 

Issues that Florida TaxWatch’s Amicus Curiae Brief Will Address 

4. Florida TaxWatch can provide a detailed analysis identifying and 

explaining the specific changes to the tax system proposed by Amendment 5 as 

they affect Florida’s taxpayers, including the likely fiscal impact of Amendment 5.  

Additionally, Florida TaxWatch can provide expert perspective on the 

amendment’s likely effects and explain how the description in the ballot title and 

summary fail to inform the voters of the impacts. 

Florida TaxWatch Can Assist in the Disposition of this Case  

5. Florida TaxWatch can assist this Honorable Court in determining whether 

the ballot and summary fairly inform the voter of the chief purpose of the 

amendment and whether the language of the title and summary misleads the public 

by providing expert analysis of the impact of the amendment. 

6. Florida TaxWatch is well qualified to explain the actual impacts of 

Amendment 5, which can aid the analysis of whether the title and summary 

sufficiently convey those changes to the public.  With almost three decades of 

experience providing unbiased analysis of the fiscal and economic impacts of 

proposals to change Florida tax policy, Florida TaxWatch is uniquely suited to 



assist this Honorable Court in understanding the actual effects and complexities of 

Amendment 5.  

7. Additionally, Florida TaxWatch is uniquely qualified to assess the 

public’s ability to accurately and completely understand the implications of 

Amendment 5 based on the summary in question.  In addition to informing the 

public about potential and proposed changes to the Florida Constitution and 

Florida tax policies (at the state and local level), Florida TaxWatch educates 

voters, residents, and other taxpayers about existing tax policy.   

8. Florida TaxWatch has significant relevant experience informing the 

public about the affects of proposed constitutional amendments brought to the 

ballot by the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission (in 1992 and currently), 

the Constitutional Revision Commission (1998), the Florida Legislature (most 

recently Amendment 1 in January, 2008), and through citizen initiative.  

Throughout its existence, Florida voters have looked to Florida TaxWatch to 

provide impartial information on proposed constitutional amendments.   

9. Because Florida TaxWatch regularly researches issues relating to Florida 

tax policy while simultaneously working to educate people around the state on 

current policies and proposed changes, Florida TaxWatch can provide level of 

expertise on this issue not possessed by the parties in this case.  There are critical 

implications of Amendment 5 that the parties have not brought to the attention of 



the Court.  As the only statewide organization devoted entirely to Florida taxing 

and spending policies, Florida TaxWatch’s unique expertise and extensive 

experience on these matters can help ensure that all issues pertaining Amendment 

5 are brought to light and that all of the complexities of this proposal are 

considered. 

All Parties Consent to the Filing of an Amicus Curiae Brief  

10. Florida TaxWatch certifies that all parties consent to the filing of an 

Amicus Curiae brief by Florida TaxWatch.  

WHEREFORE, Florida TaxWatch respectfully requests this Court grant the 

organization leave to file an Amicus Curiae brief on behalf of the respondents, and 

such other relief as this Court may deem appropriate.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Florida TaxWatch 

          /s/ Robert Weissert 
Robert E. Weissert  
Florida Bar No. 0047822 
106 N. Bronough St. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301  
(850) 222-5052  
(850) 222-7476 (fax)  
rweissert@FloridaTaxWatch.org 
Counsel for Florida TaxWatch 

 


